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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 
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Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 

Alternative  Uses 

USDA  Offers  Comment  Period  to  Mill  Closure  Language 
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The  worst  natural  disaster  this  country  has 
ever  faced  came  barreling  in  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  on  Monday,  August  29, 
2005.  Hurricane  Katrina  came  ashore  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  left  more 
than  a  million  people  homeless  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  Alabama.  Hurricane  Rita 
entered  Louisiana  through  Cameron  Parish  in 
the  early  morning  hours  of  Saturday,  September 
24,  2005.  To  my  knowledge  all  of  our  cane 
farmers  and  mill  personnel  escaped  the  storms 
without  loss  of  life  or  injury. 

While  all  of  Louisiana's  sugar  people 
escaped  injury  from  Katrina  and  Rita  the  same 
cannot  be  said  for  our  farms.  Much  of  the  cane 
crop  in  the  coastal  parishes  has  been  destroyed 
by  standing  water  trapped  in  fields.  Several 
growers  received  substantial  damage  to  their 
homes,  farm  shops  and  equipment  because  of 
flood  waters  that  pushed  as  far  as  20  miles 
inland  by  the  storm  surges. 

We  were  hopeful  that  this  would  be  a 
rebound  year  to  get  us  back  on  our  feet  from 
the  residual  affects  of  Hurricane  Lily  in  2002. 
Myself,  League  agronomists,  sugarcane 
specialists  at  L.S.U.  and  U.S.D. A.  are  working 
diligently  to  determine  the  full  economic  impact 


of  these  two  devastating  storms  on  our  sugar 
industry.  Our  Washington  representatives  and 
Louisiana's  Congressional  Delegation  have  been 
in  close  contact  with  us  as  we  work  to  obtain 
assistance  for  those  left  devastated  by  Mother 
Nature's  wrath. 

Sugar  cohorts  from  across  the  nation  have 
called  to  express  their  concern  for  Louisiana's 
sugar  people.  They  all  offer  their  prayers  and 
support  during  this  most  difficult  time. 

Alternative  Uses 

At  the  League's  August  board  meeting  a 
resolution  was  passed  directing  me  to 
aggressively  pursue  the  development  of  an 
"alternative  uses  initiative  for  Louisiana's 
sugarcane  producers  and  processors." 
Additionally,  the  board  approved  utilizing 
reserves  held  in  our  Dedicated  Research  account 
to  help  us  fund  these  activities. 

Outside  of  Katrina  issues,  the  majority  of  my 
time  will  be  focused  on  identifying  the  right 
people  with  the  appropriate  talent  and  resources 
to  help  us  with  this  initiative.  It  is  imperative 
that  we  associate  ourselves  with  the  right 
consultants  to  seek  out  all  opportunities  and 
pursue  those  that  offer  us  the  best  opportunity 


for  sustainable  success  in  the  alternative  uses 
arena. 

USDA  Offers  Comment  Period  to  Mill 
Closure  Language 

On  September  7,  2005  proposed  rules 
containing  language  on  calculating  grower 
allocations  upon  mill  closure  were  released. 
Comments  about  the  proposed  rule  are  due 
November  7, 2005.  Historically,  if  a  processing 
mill  closes,  growers  who  delivered  sugarcane  to 
that  mill  may  request  a  transfer  of  a  portion  of 
the  closed  mill's  marketing  allocation  to  another 
mill  that  reflects  their  production  history  at  the 
closed  mill. 

CCC  proposes  to  amend  the  regulations  "to 
provide  for  an  orderly  and  transparent  method  of 
distributing  allocation  to  successor  mills  after 
growers  have  petitioned  to  transfer  allocation 
when  their  mill  closes."  CCC  is  proposing  to  "use 
a  formula  to  distribute  the  closed  mill's  allocation 
that  will  calculate  grower  shares  based  on  the 
grower's  contribution  to  the  mill's  allocation." 


To  review  a  copy  of  this  proposed  rule  it  is 
available  at  www.fsa.usda.gov/ao/epas/dsa.htm. 
The  Farm  Service  Agency  (FSA)  invites 
interested  persons  to  submit  comments  on  this 
proposed  rule.  Comments  may  be  submitted  by 
any  of  the  following  methods:  E-mail:  Send 
comments  to  sugar@wdc.usda.gov.  Mail:  Submit 
comments  to:  Director,  Dairy  and  Sweeteners 
Analysis  Group  (DSAG),  FSA,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA),  STOP  05 16, 
1400  Independence  Avenue,  SW.,  Washington, 
DC  20250-0516.  Fax:  Submit  comments  by 
facsimile  transmission  to  (202)  690-1480.  Hand 
Delivery  or  Courier:  Deliver  comments  to  the 
above  address.  Federal  eRulemaking  Portal:  Go 
to  http://www.regulations. gov.  Follow  the  online 
instructions  for  submitting  comments. 

The  League  has  extended  an  invitation  to 
U.S.D.A.  officials  to  visit  Louisiana  and  present 
information  about  the  proposed  rule  and 
comments  could  be  given  in  person.  Should  a 
visit  be  scheduled,  an  announcement  would  be 
forthcoming. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Congress  focuses  on  Katrina  relief 

Budget  Reconciliation  Postponed 

OAQ  Announcements 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


In  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina, 
Congress  has  passed  two  disaster 
supplemental  to  provide  much-needed 
resources  to  FEMA  and  the  Department  of 
Defense  and  more  action  is  expected  in  the 
coming  weeks.  The  House  and  Senate  are 
preparing  agricultural  disaster  measures  to 
respond  to  the  loss  of  production  and 
infrastructure  in  the  region,  with  an  aim  of  getting 
the  legislation  introduced  in  late  September. 
Because  of  weather-related  losses  in  other  regions 
of  the  country  and  the  limited  legislative  options 
for  moving  assistance  this  year,  assistance  for  the 
Midwest  and  other  regions  that  have  suffered 
weather-related  losses  may  be  rolled  into  the 
Katrina- ag  package.  We  have  provided  input  to 
the  delegation  regarding  the  potential  losses  in 
the  cane  sector  and  will  continue  working  closely 
with  them  as  legislation  moves  forward. 

Budget  Reconciliation  Postponed 

Congress  returned  to  Washington,  DC,  after 
Labor  Day  with  the  intention  of  completing 
budget  reconciliation  by  mid-month,  but  the  need 


to  provide  immediate  relief  to  Katrina's  victims 
has  put  that  effort  on  indefinite  hold.  The  latest 
indications  are  that  the  committees  will  now 
attempt  to  provide  the  Budget  Committees  with 
specific  program  spending  cuts  by  mid-October. 
As  before,  this  will  require  cuts  in  mandatory 
agriculture  program  spending  of  $3  billion  for 
FY06,  though  actual  cuts  could  be  as  high  as  $4.5 
billion  because  of  $1.5  billion  in  mandatory 
spending  cuts  made  by  the  House  appropriators. 
The  sugar  loan  assessments  (i.e.  a  tax  on  sugar 
producers)  were  included  in  the  Administration's 
requests  and  are  likely  to  be  a  part  of  discussions 
in  the  agriculture  committees. 

Meanwhile,  the  Katrina  disaster  supplemental 
have  delayed  the  schedule  for  appropriators 
working  on  the  13  appropriations  bills,  including 
agriculture,  and  there  is  a  growing  sense  that  a 
continuing  resolution  will  be  needed  to  continue 
program  funding  beyond  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
on  September  30.  Congress  has  also  extended 
their  recess  target  and  are  likely  to  be  in  session 
at  least  until  the  Thanksgiving  holidays  in  late 
November. 


O  AQ  Announcements 

In  early  September,  USD  A  announced  another 
increase  in  the  04/05  Overall  Allotment  Quantity 
(OAQ)  of  105,000  tons,  with  the  48,032  "cane 
sector"  portion  immediately  assigned  to  the 
import  sector.  At  the  same  time,  USDA  raised 
the  05/06  global  refined  sugar  TRQ  to  82,815 
tons,  a  75,000  ton  increase  from  the  August 
announcement. 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  September  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  The 
2004/05  production  was  lowered  to  7,950,000 
short  tons  (raw  value)  from  8,052,000  tons  last 
month,  with  beet  production  falling  to  4,623,000 
from  4,7 1 6,000  last  month.  Louisiana  production 
lowered  to  1,207,000  tons  from  1,218,000  tons 
as  a  part  of  an  overall  reduction  in  cane 
production  to  3,327,000  from  3,336,000  last 


month.  Imports  were  increased  to  1,961,000 
from  1,769,000,  reflecting  the  OAQ 
announcements  in  August.  Total  supply  was 
increased  to  11,808,000  tons  from  11,718,000 
tons.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was  increased  to 
14.9  percent  from  14.1  percent  last  month. 

2005/06  beginning  stocks  were  increased  to 
1,528,000  from  1,448,000  tons.  Total 
production  is  lowered  to  7,964,000  tons  from 
7,991,000  tons,  with  beet  production  rising  to 
4,375,000  from  4,282,000  last  month  and  cane 
production  falling  to  3,589,000  from  3,709,000. 
Imports  are  raised  to  1,837,000  from  1,661,000 
tons  due  to  a  September  OAQ  adjustment 
increasing  TRQ  imports  to  1,412,000  from 
1,276,000.  Total  supply  is  projected  at 
11,329,000  from  11,100,000  tons.  Exports, 
deliveries  and  use  were  unchanged,  resulting  in 
an  increase  of  ending  stocks  to  1,014,000  tons 
from  785,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  is  9.8  percent  from  7.6  percent  last 
month. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Hurricane  Katrina 
Ho  95-988  -  2005  Planting 
The  Louisiana  Mud  Paddle 


T[he  membership  and  staff  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  wish  to  express 
condolences  to  the  victims  of  Hurricane 
Katrina.  What  the  winds  of  the  category  five 
storm  did  not  destroy  along  the  Gulf  Coast,  the 
accompanying  tidal  surge  wiped  out. 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  Louisiana's  cane-growing 
parishes  were  subjected  to  tropical  storm  winds 
in  excess  of  50  mph,  while  the  more  eastern 
parishes  along  the  Mississippi  River  and  the 
southeastern  coastal  parishes  were  lashed  for 
several  hours  with  hurricane  strength  winds.  In 
the  storm-raked  cane  parishes,  rainfall  totals 
ranged  from  two  to  eight  inches.  In  the  effected 
cane-parishes,  the  combination  of  high  winds  and 
heavy  rain  laid  over  fields  as  if  they  had  been 
run  over  by  a  steamroller.  In  less  than  three 
weeks  after  the  lodging,  there  are  many  bull 
shoots  in  fields  of  LCP  85-384.  The  large  number 
of  bull  shoots  now  obvious  in  lodged  fields  will 
slightly  increase  tonnage.  Unfortunately,  the  bull 
shoots  will  significantly  reduce  the  overall  TRS 
of  this  year's  crop. 

In  the  cane  fields  that  were  pummeled  by  the 
hurricane  strength  winds,  there  are  numerous 
broken  stalks,  broken  tops,  and  root  lodged  stools 
of  cane.  Also,  most  of  the  green  leaves  in  which 
photosynthesis  takes  place  were  shredded  and 
tattered.  It  will  take  three  or  four  weeks  for  new 
green  leaves  to  replace  the  storm  damaged  leaves. 

The  cane  belt  of  Louisiana  was  spared  the 
brunt  of  the  extreme  damage  caused  by  Hurricane 


Katrina 's  200  mph  winds  and  accompanying  tidal 
surge.  However,  the  economic  losses  to  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  resulting  from 
Hurricane  Katrina  are  significant.  The  full  extent 
of  Hurricane  Katrina's  economic  damage  to 
Louisiana's  2005  sugarcane  crop  is  still  under 
evaluation. 

Next  month's  article  will  cover  the  devastating 
Hurricane  Rita. 


Ho  95-988 

During  Hurricane  Katrina,  most  seed  plots  of 
Ho  95-988  were  blown  down.  A  number  of 
secondary  stations  reported  additional  broken 
tops  and  all  reported  severe  lodging.  Because 
of  the  broken  tops  and  severity  of  lodging  in  the 
seed  plots  of  988,  some  growers  canceled  their 
orders  for  the  new  variety.  A  number  of 
secondary  stations  reported  problems  cutting 
seed  plots  of  988  within  the  first  two  weeks  after 
the  storm.  However,  with  time,  harvesting 
problems  have  decreased  and  seed  plots  have 
been  cut  without  excessive  breakage  or  scrap. 
Those  growers  who  were  concerned  about  Ho 
95-988 's  top  breakage,  and  for  that  reason  did 
not  plant  any  of  the  new  variety  this  year,  should 
take  a  second  look  at  Ho  95-988  for  planting 
next  year.  The  variety  has  outstanding  tonnage, 
high  sugar  yield,  excellent  stubbling  ability,  and 
should  produce  good  crops  on  both  light  and 
heavy  soils. 
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i  Mud  Paddle 

the  following  three  pictures  was 
number  of  Sugarcane  Field  Days 
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in  fields  that  were  badly  rutted  during  wet  harvest 
was  reduced  by  95%.  According  to  those  who 
used  the  tool  this  year,  it  worked  best  where  the 
middles  were  soft  and  wet.  Further  information 
on  the  Louisiana  Mud  Paddle  can  be  obtained 
directly  from  Mr.  Plessala.  Mr.  Plessala's  phone 
number  is  (337)  229-8409. 


*& 


Picture  1 


Picture  2 


Picture  3 
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At  Harvest 
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Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 
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Impact  of  Rust  on  LCP  85-384 


by 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy 

LSU  AgC  enter  Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology 


Sugarcane  rust  was  considered  to  be  a  minor  disease  of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  until  an  epidemic 
occurred  in  the  most  important  current  variety,  LCP  85-384,  during  the  spring  of  2000.  After 
two  light  disease  years,  rust  then  began  to  build  up  again  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  sugarcane 
industry,  and  it  has  become  a  persistent  problem  in  some  areas.  This  article  will  discuss  the  factors 
that  affect  rust  severity,  the  potential  impact  on  yield,  and  the  threat  that  it  poses  to  the  productivity 
of  LCP  85-384. 

Sugarcane  is  the  only  known  host  of  this  rust.  It  does  not  infect  weeds  found  in  or  around  sugarcane 
fields  or  related  crops.  Rust  is  caused  by  a  fungus  that  infects  the  leaves  of  sugarcane.  These  infections 
result  in  the  formation  of  reddish-brown  lesions  from  which  numerous  spores  are  released  from  the 
underside  of  the  leaf.  The  spores  are  dispersed  in  air  currents  and  can  cause  more  infections  if  they 
land  on  healthy  leaves  of  a  susceptible  variety.  A  rust  spore  can  land  on  a  leaf,  infect,  and  produce  a 
new  generation  of  spores  within  14  days.  This  means  the  disease  can  spread  and  increase  rapidly 
when  environmental  conditions  are  favorable.  Mild  temperatures  and  periods  of  leaf  wetness  longer 
than  eight  hours  favor  rust.  Dew  can  provide  enough  moisture  for  spores  to  germinate  and  infect 
leaves.  High  fertility  and  lush  growth  can  favor  severe  rust  development.  Maximum  daily  temperatures 
in  the  90s  are  unfavorable  to  rust,  and  rust  epidemics  typically  decrease  in  severity  during  the  heat  of 
summer.  Another  factor  affecting  infection  is  plant  age.  Young  plants  are  more  susceptible  to  infection 
than  mature  plants. 

A  common  question  asked  by  growers  concerns  whether  using  seedcane  from  fields  with  severe 
rust  will  result  in  severe  rust  in  the  following  plant  cane.  The  answer  to  this  question  is  no.  Rust 
infections  are  localized  in  the  leaves,  and  can  only  be  initiated  by  spores  landing  on  healthy  leaves. 
Rust  occurring  on  planted  stalks  buried  in  the  ground  will  not  have  the  opportunity  to  cause  disease 
in  the  leaves  produced  by  the  new  shoots. 

The  pathogen,  named  Puccinia  melanocephala,  requires  living  plant  tissue  to  develop  and 
reproduce,  and  the  spores  it  produces  are  not  long-lived.  Freezes  that  kill  all  of  the  above-ground 
plant  tissue  will  eliminate  rust  at  the  same  time.  This  means  rust  will  be  an  erratic  disease  in  regions 
like  Louisiana  that  have  winters  with  killing  freezes  varying  in  intensity  and  duration.  When  freezes 
occur,  rust  is  most  likely  to  survive  the  winter  in  the  southern  areas  of  the  cane  industry.  As  a  result, 
epidemics  typically  begin  earlier  and  may  be  more  consistent  from  year  to  year  in  the  south. 

The  susceptibility  level  of  the  host  plant  is  the  final  variable  affecting  potential  disease  severity. 
Sugarcane  varieties  vary  in  their  level  of  susceptibility  to  different  diseases.  This  is  because  plant 
pathogens  exist  as  mixed  populations  of  individuals  that  vary  in  many  traits,  including  the  ability  to 
infect  different  varieties  of  the  host.  Rusts  are  well  known  for  the  ability  to  develop  variants,  called 
races,  which  are  able  to  overcome  host  plant  resistance.  Think  about  how  many  lesions  and  generations 
of  spores  are  produced  in  just  one  field.  The  opportunities  for  a  variant  to  occur  and  be  expressed 
(be  successful  in  causing  an  infection  in  a  previously  resistant  variety)  are  good  with  leaf  rust.  LCP 
85-384  was  considered  to  be  resistant  to  rust  in  the  early  years  of  cultivation.  Clearly,  that  is  no 
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As  a  celebrated  American  Statesman  once  said,  "Lets  look  at  the  record. " 
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"Wishes  all  of  his  wagons  had  Michelin  16R20's  on  them!" 
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se.  Once  it  came  to  be  cultivated  on  a  large  portion  of  the  acreage,  what  plant  pathologists 
)n  pressure"  was  placed  on  the  rust  to  develop  a  race  that  could  successfully  infect  and 
s  in  LCP  85-384.  Any  variant  that  developed  this  ability  would  be  presented  with  a  huge 
Dod  and  the  potential  to  reproduce  itself  with  great  success.  Everyone  saw  this  happen 
)ringof2000. 

3  85-384  became  susceptible  to  rust,  an  immediate  question  was:  how  much  can  rust 
?  Rust  became  re-established  throughout  most  of  the  industry  during  2003,  and  a  mild 
wed.  This  suggested  that  a  severe  rust  epidemic  was  likely  to  occur  during  the  2004 
son,  and  there  would  be  an  opportunity  to  study  the  effect  of  rust  on  yield.  Therefore, 
Lents,  one  in  St.  James  Parish  and  one  in  Iberia  Parish,  were  initiated  to  determine  the 
it  on  the  yield  of  LCP  85-384.  In  order  to  evaluate  the  effect  on  yield,  it  would  be 
compare  plots  with  and  without  rust.  This  is  done  with  fungicides  for  many  crop  and 
binations.  However,  it  was  not  certain  how  to  achieve  this.  Fungicides  highly  effective 
rcane  rust  were  not  known,  so  it  was  decided  to  use  a  combination  of  three  fungicides, 
dris,  and  Tilt,  applied  every  two  weeks  to  attempt  to  control  rust, 
of  the  rust  epidemic  was  delayed  by  cool  spring  weather,  but  rust  appeared  during  late 
came  severe  at  one  of  two  locations.  The  combination  of  fungicides  did  control  the  rust, 
etermined  that  rust  significantly  reduced  yield  at  the  Teche  but  not  the  river  location, 
effect  on  yield  was  a  reduction  in  stalk  weight.  When  rust  was  controlled  during  the 
nic  period,  tonnage  and  sugar  per  acre  were  increased  17  and  21%,  respectively  (see 
).  Controlling  rust  during  only  May  and  June  also  resulted  in  a  significant  yield  increase 
results  suggested  that  the  potential  for  rust  control  with  fungicides  needed  to  be  evaluated, 
addressing  this  question  began  during  2005. 

eezes  occurred  during  the  2004-2005  winter  of  sufficient  intensity  and  duration  to  kill 
ove-ground  plant  tissue  throughout  most  of  the  industry.  However,  small  amounts  of 
ed  in  the  far  southern  areas.  The  winter  freezes  were  followed  by  a  cold  spring  which 
delayed  appearance  and  erratic  occurrence  of  rust  during  early  2005.  Rust  started  late 
d  to  spread  even  into  June  and  July  when  temperatures  are  normally  unfavorable  for 
lopment.  The  rust  first  appeared  in  vigorously  growing  plant  cane  fields  then  spread  to 
s. 

iracteristic  continued  spread  of  rust  after  the  heat  of  summer  had  begun  alarmed  many 
5  most  likely  explanation  is  that  crop  development  also  was  delayed  by  the  cool  spring 
ind  the  stage  of  plant  growth  most  favorable  for  rust  development  did  not  occur  until 
pathogens  are  able  to  overcome  one  unfavorable  factor  (temperature)  if  others  (the 


t  on  plant  cane  yield  of  LCP  85-384,  Iberia  Parish,  2004. 


Fungicide  treatment  dates 

Tons/acre 

Sugar/acre 

33.4  B 

7308  B 

4/20* 

34.9  AB 

7538  B 

4/20* 

5/7 
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36.2  AB 

8390  AB 

4/20* 

5/7 

5/19**           6/1 

6/19 

40.4  A 

9330  A 

5/7 

5/19**           6/1 

6/19 

40.2  A 

9095  A 

6/1 

6/19 

31.2  B 

7538  B 

)bserved.  **  Rust  very  evident.  Values  within  a  column  followed  by  the  same  letter  were 
tntly  different  (P  =  0.05). 


widespread  availability  of  a  susceptible  variety,  plant  growth  stage,  and  spore  abundance)  are 
favorable.  The  2005  epidemic  diminished  as  plants  continued  to  grow  and  mature. 

The  impact  of  rust  on  yield  during  2005  is  uncertain.  The  yield  loss  experiment  has  been  repeated 
in  St.  Mary  Parish  and  will  provide  some  information.  The  longer  rust  persists,  the  more  growth  and 
yield  can  be  reduced.  Severe  rust  during  the  grand  growth  phase  or  in  drought  stressed  cane  may 
cause  greater  yield  reductions.  Across  the  entire  industry,  rust  is  erratic  and  overall  less  severe  than 
during  2004.  However,  yields  are  definitely  going  to  be  reduced  in  some  areas. 

Research  has  now  confirmed  that  rust  can  significantly  reduce  the  yield  of  LCP  85-384.  This 
disease  is  going  to  continue  to  reduce  the  productivity  of  this  important  variety.  The  extent  of  this 
reduction  is  going  to  vary  according  to  winter  severity  and  farm  location.  The  southern  areas  of  the 
industry  are  at  greatest  risk  and  have  sustained  the  worst  losses. 

What  can  be  done  to  reduce  rust  losses?  The  fungicide  option  is  under  investigation.  No  information 
is  yet  available  on  which  if  any  fungicides  might  be  useful  to  manage  rust  in  a  cost  effective  way,  and 
nothing  is  currently  labeled  on  sugarcane.  The  best  option  available  to  farmers  at  this  time  is  to  plant 
other  varieties.  We  finally  have  some  alternatives  with  similar  yield  potential  to  LCP  85-384.  HoCP 
96-540,  Ho  95-988,  and  L  97-128  have  shown  some  resistance  to  rust.  Whether  this  resistance  will 
last  is  uncertain.  So  far,  fields  of  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128  directly  adjacent  to  rusted  fields  of 
LCP  85-384  have  shown  much  lower  levels  of  rust.  Several  fields  of  Ho  95-988  have  been  observed 
with  moderate  levels  of  rust,  but  most  rust  infected  fields  have  shown  low  levels  of  the  disease. 
There  are  no  research  results  concerning  the  effect  of  clipping  to  remove  living  plant  material  on 
rust  severity.  However,  field  observations  indicate  that  the  onset  of  rust  can  be  delayed  by  one  to 
several  weeks  by  clipping  when  living  plant  material  is  removed.  Rust  can  blow  in  from  surrounding 
fields,  but  the  removal  of  the  local  source  of  inoculum  appears  to  be  able  to  delay  the  start  of  the 
epidemic.  This  practice  may  be  more  beneficial  in  the  south  where  living  plant  material  is  more 
likely  to  survive  the  winter.  A  final  area  under  investigation  by  Rich  Johnson  and  Mike  Grisham  at 
the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  is  the  effect  of  fertility  on  rust  severity.  They  are 
trying  to  determine  what  nutritional  factors  result  in  more  severe  rust.  It  is  possible  that  some  factor 
might  eventually  be  discovered  that  can  be  manipulated  to  reduce  rust  severity  without  reducing 
plant  growth. 

Unfortunately,  LCP  85-384  has  become  susceptible  to  rust,  and  this  disease  is  having  a  negative 
impact  on  yield  of  the  variety.  The  best  control  option  at  this  point  is  to  plant  the  new  varieties.  Rust 
is  a  perennial  problem  in  Florida,  and  their  experience  has  been  that  having  a  mixture  of  varieties 
reduces  the  severity  of  rust  even  on  the  most  susceptible  varieties.  Research  on  other  possible 
management  practices,  particularly  fungicides,  is  receiving  the  highest  priority.  You  will  be  kept 
informed  about  any  progress. 
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Managing  the  Mexican  Rice  Borer  in  Sugarcane 

by 
F.P.F  Reay-Jones1,  T.  E.  Reagan1,  and  B.  L.  Legendre2 

1  Department  of  Entomology,  LA  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  LSU  AgC enter 

2  Department  of  Agronomy  and  Environmental  Management, 
LA  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  LSU  Ag  Center,  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 


Cooperative  studies  on  the  Mexican  rice  borer  (MRB),  Eoreuma  loftini  (Dyar),  between  the 
LSU  AgCenter  and  Texas  A&M  University  research  stations  at  Beaumont  and  Weslaco  were 
conducted  on  the  population  dynamics  of  this  devastating  pest  of  sugarcane  that  can  not  be 
controlled  with  simple  insecticide  applications.  The  MRB  has  been  the  major  economic  pest  in 
Texas  sugarcane  since  it  became  established  in  1980,  quickly  surpassing  that  same  year  the  sugarcane 
borer,  Diatraea  saccharalis  (F.),  in  economic  importance.  Extensive  attempts  involving  several 
millions  of  dollars  in  research  to  introduce  MRB  parasites  have  not  resulted  in  effective  control  in 
the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas,  where  this  insect  is  still  the  key  pest  on  sugarcane.  In  our 
program,  alternative  control  methods  involving  varietal  resistance  and  cultural  practices  were  therefore 
investigated. 

Varietal  trials,  initiated  in  2001  at  several  locations  in  Texas,  showed  that  LCP  85-384,  which  now 
represents  over  90  %  of  the  production  area  in  Louisiana,  with  over  65  %  MRB  bored  internodes  in 
Texas  studies  was  among  a  group  of  extremely  susceptible  varieties.  In  a  field  experiment  in  2004, 
the  newly  released  varieties  Ho  95-988  (57  %  MRB  bored  internodes)  and  L  97-128  (47.4  %)  were 
as  susceptible  as  LCP  85-384  (54.4  %).  Moderate  levels  of  resistance  have  been  identified  among 
several  other  varieties,  including  CP  70-321  and  HoCP  85-845. 

Because  surveys  in  Texas  showed  that  drought  stress  may  enhance  infestations,  a  2-year  field 
study  assessed  the  role  that  irrigation  could  play  on  the  effective  management  of  MRB  when  used  in 
combination  with  variety  selection  and  insecticide  applications.  Seven  applications  at  the  8oz/acre 
rate  of  Confirm®  (tebufenozide)  were  sprayed  every  2  weeks  (June  to  mid  August).  The  untreated 
(non-irrigated)  LCP  85-384  had  an  average  of  66  %  MRB  bored  internodes  across  both  years, 
compared  to  nearly  35  %  under  the  heavy  insecticide  pressure  (Figure  1).  Irrigation  reduced  injury 
levels  2-fold  in  both  varieties.  Using  irrigation  water  without  applying  insecticides,  injury  in  both 
resistant  and  susceptible  varieties  still  exceeded  an  average  across  both  years  of  23  and  35  %  bored 
internodes,  respectively.  All  management  tactics  were  necessary  to  reduce  injury  below  10  %  MRB- 
bored  internodes  for  both  varieties  in  2003,  a  level  which  was  obtained  only  for  the  resistant  variety 
(HoCP  85-845)  in  2004. 

Greenhouse  oviposition  experiments  on  sugarcane  were  initiated  in  2003  and  completed  in  2004. 
Drought  stressed  sugarcane  (0.39  gallons  water/week)  was  1.8-fold  more  attractive  based  on  egg 
masses/plant  than  non  drought  stressed  sugarcane  (1.18  gallons  water/week).  Variety  LCP  85-384 
was  more  attractive  based  on  egg  masses/plant  and  eggs  per  egg  mass  than  the  resistant  cultivar 
HoCP  85-845.   MRB  egg  laying  on  sugarcane  occurred  exclusively  on  dry  leaves  or  dry  tips  of 
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ch  increased  with  drought  stress.  Therefore,  enhanced  MRB  injury  under  stressed 
s  partially  explained  by  increased  egg  laying  on  stressed  sugarcane  plants  with  more  dry 
ssed  sugarcane  also  had  higher  levels  of  certain  amino  acids,  including  some  essential 
owth  and  development,  which  made  MRB  infestations  worse. 

nonitoring  effort  of  MRB  movement  has  been  on-going  since  2000  with  LSU  AgCenter, 
Texas  A&M  entomologists,  Texas  and  Louisiana  departments  of  agriculture  personnel, 
irmers,  county  agents,  and  consultants.  After  the  discovery  in  Brazoria,  Colorado,  Fort 
jr  and  Wharton  Counties  in  2000,  Harris  and  Austin  Counties  in  2001,  Galveston  in 
bers  and  Liberty  in  2004,  a  new  county  was  documented  with  MRB  invasion  (Jefferson) 
mre  2).  The  MRB  is  now  found  within  seven  miles  of  Beaumont,  -30  miles  from  the 
order  and  has  been  moving  at  a  rate  of  14.4  miles/year  since  it  was  discovered  in  Texas 
dilatory  activities  involving  both  Departments  of  Agriculture  will  continue  to  be  important 
i  sugarcane  farmers  in  order  to  delay  the  invasion  of  this  very  serious  pest.  Our  work  has 
the  importance  of  using  multiple  tactics  in  combination  to  manage  this  pest,  which  will 
pessary  when  the  MRB  becomes  established  in  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry, 
n  is  expressed  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  for  grants  to  the  LSU  Sugarcane 
r  program  in  partial  support  of  this  work,  also  supported  by  national  USD  A  competitive 
ollaboration  with  county  agents  and  agricultural  consultants. 


TUTU 
Irrigated        Non-Irrigated 
LCP  85-384 


TUTU 
Irrigated        Non-Irrigated 
HoCP  85-845 


in  percentage  of  MRB  bored  internodes  in  sugarcane  irrigation,  variety,  and  insecticide 
cide  treated;  U  =  untreated)  experiment  at  Ganado,  TX,  2003-2004. 
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Fig.  2.  Movement  of  the  Mexican  rice  borer  through  the  Texas  Rice  Belt,  2000-2005,  TX. 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


$$ 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


UlUVM 


Planning  On  Purchasing 
Equipment  This  Year? 

Consider  equipment  leasing/ 

Hibernia  has  a  variety  of  equipment  loans  and  leases  to  suit  your  business  needs. 
Leasing  offers  flexibility  without  the  risk  of  obsolescence  and  enables  you  to: 


Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs 
Hedge  against  inflation 
Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price 
of  your  equipment 


•  Free  up  capital  for  investment 

•  Gain  tax  advantages1 


a 


To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  program  and  what  it  can  do  for  your 
business,  call  your  Hibernia  business  banker  or  the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing 
Office  at  1-877-866-6650,  or  visit  our  small  business  page  online  at  Hibernia.com. 

O  HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters*™ 


2003  Hibernia  National  Bank,  Member  FDIC       *Normal  credit  qualifications  apply        tConsult  a  tax  advisor. 
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Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 

Combines 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


This  is  what  makes  our  service  special! 
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Classifieds  -^or  Sale 

Broussard  Single  Row  Cane  Cutter,  parts  Sunstrand  System;  (3)  Front  Chain  Drive  Motors 
-  $200  each;  Main  Chain  Drive  Pump  -  $400;  Carrier  Motor  and  Geardrive  -  $400;  (2) 
Complete  Scroll  Units  -  $200  each.  Complete  Bottom  Blade  Unit  -  $450;  Main  Valve  Bank 
and  other  Control  Valves  -  $150.  Call  Robert  LeBlanc  at  225-715-6078  or  225-627-4053. 

Sugarcane  3-Row  Louviere  Billet  Planter;  Used  1  season;  for  sale  with  or  without  running 
gear.  Call  Todd  Landry  at  337-352-0201. 

1985  International  Cabover  Diesel  Truck,  has  A/c,  power  steering  and  5th  wheel  -  $4,000. 
Call  Allen  Oubre,  Sr.  at  337-394-4146  or  337-224-2952. 

2002  CHT  3500.  Call  Huey  Dugas  &  Sons,  Inc.  at  337-394-3305,  337-201-1193,  337-201- 
6014,  or  337-201-6015. 

(2)  Vikings  Side  Dump  Trailer  -  1999  Models.  Call  David  Brunson  at  318-346-2565  or  318- 
201-3144. 

Zeringue  Front  Planter  -  $3,000,  JD  2750  -  $12,000  (negotiable);  JD  4640  -  $10,000;  1993 
Combine  -  $36,000  (negotiable);  Land  Leveler  -  $2,000;  7-row  Sprayer  -  $2,500;  2,500  Gal. 
Storage  Tank  -  $1,500;  3-row  Chisel  Plow  -  $2,000;  Combine  Trailer  -  $6,500.  Call  Michelle 
Sanchez  at  225-413-2947. 

4  - 1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8-10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on  18.4  x  30" 
tires  -  $10,000  each;  Prime  Heavy  Duty  3-Row  Chopper,  3  years  old,  excellent  condition; 

1998  Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  337-302-4430  or  337-893-6001  (home). 

1999  Cameco  CH  2500  Combine,  has  1790  hrs,  complete  track  job  with  new  style  Berco  rollers, 
complete  elevator  overhaul  including  chain  and  sprockets;  10-  Davis  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $8,500 
per  wagon;  Heavy  Duty  Angle  Grader  Blade  with  guage  wheels  -  $3,500;  J  &  L  Drain  Cleaner 

with  converted  Prados  shafts  and  100  roller  chain;  6  Ft.  Servis  Shredder  with  rear  guage  wheel. 
Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337-276-5975. 

Home-made  2-row  Cane  Loader  -  $20,000;  John  Deere  Tractor  -  $13,500.  Call  Carol  Dugas 
to  purchase  at  337-364-8519. 


UAP 


DELTA 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Try  the 
Classifieds 

It  really  works! 
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THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 
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INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row  ^l^ffM 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 


Distributor: 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

„_  P.O.  Box  607 

V-^  Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

\__,  QUIPMENT  Sf  Martinvi||e)  la  70582 

^^j?  PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 
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SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Ybungsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 

www.suncomarketing.com 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1-877-d48-LAND  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  Xoxi  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  snjgis 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Disaster  assistance  efforts 

New  Uses 
Communication  is  the  Key 


We  are  continuing  our  work  with 
USDA  administrators  and 
Louisiana's  Congressional 
delegation  in  Washington  to  put  together  a 
disaster  assistance  plan  that  will  deliver  relief 
to  those  in  the  state's  sugar  industry  that  are 
most  in  need.  I  have  had  numerous  meetings 
with  farmers  in  groups,  and  individually,  to 
discuss  our  efforts  and  receive  input  as  to  what 
we  can  do  to  improve  upon  previous  disaster 
assistance  programs.  Myself,  Brian  Breaux 
with  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau's  Sugar  Advisory 
Committee,  Willie  Cooper  with  the  Farm 
Service  Agency,  and  Dr.  Mike  Salassi  with  the 
LSU  Department  of  Agricultural  Economics 
have  been  working  diligently  on  this  effort.  Dr. 
Ben  Legendre  has  been  instrumental  in  helping 
us  to  quantify  losses  caused  by  hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita. 

As  we  work  through  this  process,  please 
know  that  the  leadership  of  this  organization  is 
keenly  aware  of  the  financial  hardship  being 
faced  by  many  of  our  farm  families.  For 
information  on  immediate  financial  assistance 
please  call  your  local  Farm  Service  Agency 
office.  Their  Emergency  Conservation  Program 
(ECP)  may  provide  monetary  support  for  debris 
removal  in  your  fields.  In  addition  to  normal 
debris  removal,  new  provisions  are  in  place  that 
can  provide  financial  help  to  pump  salt  water 


off  of  inundated  fields.  Your  FS  A  agent  will  have 
details  as  to  how  to  qualify  for  these  programs. 

New  Uses 

We  are  making  good  progress  in  our  effort  to 
understand  the  full  potential  of  our  energy  cane 
initiative.  Myself  and  Farm  Bureau 
Representatives,  Jackie  Theriot,  Jim  Harper  and 
Brian  Breaux  recently  attended  a  bio-fuels 
conference  in  Atlanta. 

Our  primary  work  to  date  has  been  to  identify 
key  people  in  the  renewable  fuels  industry.  It  is 
crucial  that  we  fully  understand  all  of  the 
opportunities  and  risks  associated  with  the 
renewable  fuels  market.  The  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  will  play  a  key  role  in  developing  a 
renewable  fuels  portfolio  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  We  will  find  ourselves  working  with 
the  Louisiana  Forestry  Association  and  the  other 
traditional  commodity  groups  as  we  work  in 
unison  to  develop  statewide  support  for  this 
initiative. 

Communication  is  the  Key 

Throughout  our  two  hundred  year  history  there 
have  been  several  times  that  can  be  looked  back 
on  and  identified  as  industry  defining  moments. 
I  believe  that  last  year's  very  poor  crop  followed 
by  this  year's  hurricane  riddled  crop  will  go  down 
as  an  industry  defining  period.    During  these 


desperate  times  it  is  more  important  than  ever 
that  we  maintain  our  solidarity.  At  our  last  board 
meeting,  Warren  Harang  stated  "we  are  not 
growers,  processors  and  landlords,  but  a  unified 
Louisiana  sugar  industry,  and  unified  we  can 
accomplish  many  good  things."  I  encourage  all 
of  our  members  to  contact  me  at  any  time  to 
provide  suggestions  and  express  concerns  with 


issues  that  you  believe  are  important  to  our 
industry. 

To  make  contacting  me  more  convenient,  I 
have  attached  a  business  card  below.  Please 
remove  it,  keep  it  handy  and  use  the  numbers  on 
it  to  communicate  with  me  regarding  any  issue 
that  you  believe  that  the  League  can  be  of 
assistance  on. 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
League 

*S  Est.  1922 

Making  U/e  Sweeter.  Naturally 

(985)  448-3707  Phone 
(985)  448-3722  Fax 
(337)  523-2804  Mobile 
e-mail:  jsimon@amscl.org 


Jim  Simon 

General  Manager 


P.O.  Drawer  938 

206  East  Bayou  Rd. 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


%% 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Washington  Updat 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief 
Budget  Reconciliation  Uncertainty  Remains 
2006  Sugar  Program  Provisions  -  Mexico 
USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and 


We  are  working  with  the  Louisiana 
delegation  to  develop  a  disaster 
assistance  package  to  address  the 
catastrophic  impact  of  hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita.  This  process  has  been  slowed  by  a  revolt 
among  conservative  Members  of  Congress  who 
are  now  demanding  that  any  hurricane  assistance 
package  be  offset  by  cuts  in  mandatory  spending, 
above  and  beyond  the  spending  cuts  that  would 
be  required  under  the  budget  reconciliation  plans. 
ASA's  October  "Sugar  Beat"  focused  on  the 
plight  of  our  farmers  and  processors  and  has  been 
widely  read  by  legislative  staff  from  all  over  the 
country.  Our  friends  in  other  parts  of  the  industry 
have  been  sympathetic  to  our  situation  and  have 
offered  any  assistance  they  can  provide. 

In  early  October,  representatives  of  the 
Louisiana  cane  sector  visited  the  offices  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation  to  describe  the  extent  of  the 
damage  to  the  cane  sector  and  to  urge  them  to 
seek  immediate  action  on  disaster  legislation. 

Budget  Reconciliation  Uncertainty  Remains 

Congress  worked  on  budget  reconciliation 
options  over  the  course  of  September  and  early 
October,  but  the  turmoil  in  House  leadership  and 
a  rebellion  from  the  conservative  wing  of  the 
Republican  majority  has  created  more  uncertainty 
on  the  budget  front.   The  House  leadership,  in 


response  to  the  demands  of  conservat 
increased  the  level  of  mandatory  spem 
from  $35  billion  to  $50  billion  to  offset 
of  disaster  assistance  for  victims  of  Ka 
Rita. 

The  Senate  continues  to  work  towar< 
billion  number.  A  budget  markup  sche 
the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  was  p 
when  strong  resistance  surfaced  to  inch 
dairy  provision  that  would  have  incre 
level  of  cuts  to  other  programs.  Th 
Agriculture  package  included  a  pro^ 
increase  the  loan  origination  fee  for  su£ 
but  an  amendment  to  replace  this  provi: 
a  loan  forfeiture  penalty  is  expected  to 
and  when  the  Committee  meets. 

With  so  much  uncertainty  on  both 
Capitol  Hill,  the  budget  reconciliation  ef 
founder  or  may  be  rolled  into  an  < 
appropriations/budget  package  later  th: 

2006  Sugar  Program  Provisions 

On  September  29,  USDA  announcec 
OAQ  for  2006  would  be  increased  by 
short  tons  raw  value,  raising  the  OAQ 
million  short  tons.  This  included  4.79< 
tons  for  the  beet  sector  and  4.029  mil 
for  the  cane  sector,  with  276,000  tons  ol 
allocation  going  immediately  to  imp 


JDA  announced  a  NAFTA  TRQ  of 
s,  a  268,000-ton  increase  over  the 
nnounced  level. 


ecision  in  late  September  to  provide 
i  access  of  276,000  tons  of  sugar  to 
st  has  resulted  in  a  new  commitment 
j  to  allow  approximately  the  same 
3FCS  to  flow  into  Mexico.  The 
exico  Task  Force  traveled  to  Mexico 
October  to  continue  discussions  on 
>ettlement  to  the  conflict. 

IDE  October  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Use 

)A  released  its  October  World 
1  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
;port  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  The 
duction  was  lowered  to  7,902,000 
w  value)  from  7,950,000  last  month, 
)duction  down  slightly  at  4,622,000 
3,000  last  month.  Louisiana 
lowered  to  1,160,000  tons  from 
>ns,  leading  overall  cane  production 


down  to  3,280,000  tons  from  3,327,000  last 
month.  Imports  were  increased  to  2,061 ,000  tons 
from  1,961,000,  reflecting  OAQ  announcements 
in  August  and  September.  Total  supply  was 
increased  to  11,860,000  tons  from  11,808,000 
tons.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was  decreased  to 
14.6  percent  from  14.9  percent  last  month. 

2005/06  beginning  stocks  were  lowered  to 
1,515,000  tons  from  1,528,000.  Total 
production  was  lowered  to  7,874,000  tons  from 
7,964,000,  with  beet  production  unchanged  at 
4,375,000  and  cane  production  falling  to 
3,499,000  tons  from  3,589,000  due  to  another 
104,000-ton  reduction  for  Louisiana,  bringing 
the  total  two-month  reduction  for  Louisiana  to 
224,000  tons.  Imports  are  raised  to  2,065,000 
tons  from  1,837,000  tons.  Total  supply  is 
projected  at  11,454,000  tons,  up  from 
11,329,000  tons.  Deliveries  are  increased  to 
10,165,000  tons  from  10,115,000  tons  and  total 
use  was  increased  to  10,365,000  tons  from 
10,315,00  tons.  Ending  stocks  are  projected  to 
rise  to  1,089,000  from  1,014,000  tons  last  month. 
The  stocks-to-use  ratio  is  increased  to  10.5 
percent  from  9.8  percent  last  month. 
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arming  On  Purchasing 
]uipment  This  Year? 

isider  equipment  leasing/ 

iia  has  a  variety  of  equipment  loans  and  leases  to  suit  your  business  needs. 
ig  offers  flexibility  without  the  risk  of  obsolescence  and  enables  you  to: 


/e  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs 
ge  against  inflation 
ince  100%  of  the  purchase  price 
Dur  equipment 


Free  up  capital  for  investment 
Gain  tax  advantages1 


rn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  program  and  what  it  can  do  for  your 
2ss,  call  your  Hibernia  business  banker  or  the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing 
at  1-877-866-6650,  or  visit  our  small  business  page  online  at  Hibernia.com. 

#  HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters™ 
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National  Bank,  Member  FDIC       *Normal  credit  qualifications  apply        tConsult  a  tax  advisor. 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Hurricane  Rita 


After  spending  several  days  feeding  on  the 
hot  tropical  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
Hurricane  Rita  grew  into  a  category  5 
hurricane.  When  at  maximum  strength,  the 
National  Hurricane  Center  reported  that  Rita  had 
one  of  the  lowest  central  pressures  ever  recorded. 
Luckily,  environmental  conditions  did  not  support 
Rita  at  the  category  5  level.  By  the  time  Rita 
came  ashore  passing  over  Johnson  Bayou,  it  had 
weakened  to  a  strong  category  3  storm.  Johnson 
Bayou  is  a  small  community  along  Highway  83 
located  a  little  east  of  the  Louisiana-Texas 
Stateline.  The  devastating  winds  and  tidal  surge 
of  Rita  completely  destroyed  coastal  communities 
in  Cameron  Parish.  For  many  buildings  and 
homes,  only  the  foundations  were  left  behind.  As 
an  additional  display  of  Rita's  awesome  strength, 
reports  from  Grand  Chenier  indicate  that  some 
home  sights  even  had  the  concrete  slabs  washed 
away. 

Hurricane  Rita  affected  nearly  100%  of 
Louisiana's  sugarcane  growing  parishes  in  one 
way  or  another.  After  making  landfall,  Rita's  path 
took  a  northeast  turn  bringing  winds  and  heavy 
rains  to  the  northern  cane  growing  parishes. 
Growers  in  Avoyelles  and  Rapides  parishes 
reported  10-18  inches  of  rain  from  the  tropical 
system  as  it  moved  inland.  The  heavy  rain  and 
accompanying  winds  knocked  down  cane  fields 
and  flooded  lower  elevation  fields.  In  the 
northern  parishes,  as  a  result  of  the  soils  being 
saturated  by  rain,  much  cane  was  turned  over 
ripping  up  and  exposing  roots.  In  many  plant 
cane  fields,  the  entire  stubble  was  uprooted.  This 


uprooting  increases  the  potential  fc 
during  harvest  and  could  significantly 
yield  of  succeeding  stubble  crops.  T 
the  cane  belt,  severe  lodging  will  in 
number  of  water  shoots  (bull  shoot! 
amount  of  soil  delivered  to  the  mill 
CRS.  This  in  turn  will  increase  a  growe 
costs  and  a  mill's  processing  costs. 

Throughout  the  industry  in  fields  \ 
elevations  (the  back  lands),  planted 
swamped  by  the  collecting  rainwater  n 
the  water  remaining  for  a  day  or  two. 
there  are  no  reports  of  damage  to  pk 
from  this  type  of  flooding.  However,  < 
on  the  winter  weather  conditions,  1 
change  significantly. 

All  of  the  coastal  parishes  that  grow 
were  effected  by  the  tidal  surge  of  Hurr 
Most  of  the  damage  by  the  flooding 
was  limited  to  fields  south  of  Highw 
Highway  14.  The  winds  in  the  northeas 
of  Hurricane  Rita  piled  15  to  20  fee 
into  Cote  Blanche  Bay  and  Vermillion  1 
toping  any  protection  levees  that  were 
surge's  path.  In  St.  Mary  and  Iberi; 
many  cane  fields  that  are  under  pumj 
were  covered  with  4  to  8  feet  of  salt  wat 
planted  cane,  standing  cane,  and  the  p 
were  needed  to  remove  the  flood  waters 
the  winds  remained  from  the  south  for 
after  the  hurricane,  fields  could  not  t 
due  to  the  tide  level  remaining  highe 
levees  protecting  the  sugarcane  fields, 
wind  switched  to  the  north  and  the  tide 


d  in  fields  for  varying  durations, 
field  elevation  and  number  of 
s  had  available  to  pump  water  off. 
Df  this  article  on  October  19, 2005, 
j  of  some  fields  are  still  pocketed 

ilds  of  Vermillion  parish  south  of 
vere  engulfed  by  a  15-foot  tidal 
ked  up  or  destroyed  most  every 
h.  As  the  water  retreated  from  the 
dropped  most  of  the  trash  that  it 
I  on  its  15-mile  journey  from 
y  to  Henry.  Some  of  the  things 
ound  in  their  fields  include  houses, 
,  round  bales  of  hay,  steel  drums, 
butane  tanks,  3A  to  3  inches  of 
to  12  inches  of  marsh-grass,  power 
lakes,  and  railroad  cross-ties, 
e  danger  to  life  and  equipment, 
oceeding  at  a  very  slow  pace, 
ome  fields  have  so  much  trash  and 
anger  that  efforts  to  harvest  them 
ndoned. 

inted  cane  were  the  most  severely 
ie  flooding  waters.  In  some  fields 


the  tide  came  in  so  quickly  that  it  washed  off  the 
soil  covering  seed  cane,  completely  exposing  the 
seed.  There  are  a  few  fields  in  which  the  seed 
cane  was  also  washed  away,  and  many  more 
where  there  are  no  row  furrows  left  for  drainage. 

The  most  widespread  damage  to  planted  cane 
is  from  water  that  completely  covered  fields  that 
were  up  and  marking  the  row.  In  fields  where 
the  green  tender  shoots  of  germinating  cane  were 
completely  covered  for  more  than  5  days  there  is 
no  green  to  be  seen  at  this  time.  In  some  fields 
of  lighter  soil  textures  that  were  planted  just  prior 
to  their  inundation  by  the  floodwaters,  the 
seedcane  eyes  are  sound  and  starting  to  germinate 
at  this  time.  With  a  good  winter,  stands  should 
be  satisfactory  in  the  spring.  It  would  appear 
that  96-540  survived  flooding  conditions 
somewhat  better  than  97-128,  and  one  heck  of  a 
lot  better  than  85-384. 

At  this  time,  the  full  extent  of  damage  to  the 
2005  crop  and  the  losses  in  production  cannot 
be  determined.  Even  with  the  tenacity  of  this 
industry,  it  will  take  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
several  years  to  fully  recover  from  the  damages 
it  was  dealt  by  Hurricane  Rita,  but  we  will. 
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Flooded  Fields  of  Planted  Cane  and  Standing  Cane 
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Trash  Deposited  by  Tidal  Surge 


River  of  Trash  in  Cane  Fields 


Removal  of  Trash  in  Front  of  Harvester 
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Trash  Removed  from  Cane  Field 
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Seed  Cane  Uncovered  by  Rushing  Tidal  Surge 
(More  Photos  on  page  14) 


1  Maggie 


WHY  PAY  MORE? 

We  have  a  vastly  superior  product 
for  less  money! 

GAM  TIRE  CO.,  INC. 

1200  Monnot  Road,  Jeanerette,  Louisiana  70544 


Genseal-The  tire  sealant  that  really  works, 
5  gallon  buckets  =  $120.  Pumps  in  stock. 
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Aircraft  tires  won't  dry  rot,  and  almost  never  go  flat! 
AIRCRAFT  TIRES  FOR  ANY  SIZE  IMPLEMENT, 
VCKHOE  OR  UTILITY  TRAILER  MOUNTED  WITH 

GENSEAL 


xxxxxxxxx  x  x  X  xxxxxxxxxxxx^ 


e  by  to  see  the  large  supply  of  tires  that  has  everyone  talking! 

hat  is  your  downtime  worth? 

Hours:   Mon.  -  FrL  8:00am  -  4:00pm,  or  just  call, 

xit  Hwy.  668  off  Hwy.  90  go  north  1/4  mile  turn  left  on  Admiral  Doyle. 
Go  1/4  mile  to  Monnot  Rd.,  turn  right  and  travel  to  store  on  left . 


ITS  WELL  WORTH  THE  DRIVE! 

337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Malcolm  O.  Landry,  Salesman 


QoooDDDODDaDDDaooonDnononnoQODDDOODonooQooaoanDQDaoaQoaQ 

Nextel  sales  representative. 
Chargers  and  batteries  for  most  cell  phones. 
JGED  cases  (Made  in  the  USA)  for  most  cell  phones 

with  metal  belt  clips. 

DaDDDDDaDDDDDDDDDDDDDDODDaDaDDaDDaDDDnnnnaDDDDDnaDDDDana 


As  a  celebrated  American  Statesman  once  said,  "Lets  look  at  the  record. 
All  of  these  farmers,  and  many  more  use  the  Michelin  16R20  Military  Tin 

Al  &  Andy  Lanie,  Youngsville,  LA  20  tires  rolling  since  1993,  1  flat  per  year. 
"Durability  is  proven  over  a  long  period  of  time. " 

Clyde  Bolton,  Franklin,  LA  32  tires  rolling  since  1999,  only  2  flats  per  year. 
"Almost  totally  trouble  free!" 

Robert  Judice,  Franklin,  LA  Since  1999-24  tires,  less  than  1  flat  per  year. 
"Highly  recommended,  the  16R20  is  very  little  trouble. " 

Triple  E.  Farms,  John  Earles,  Bunkie,  LA  Since  1997  Runs  28  tires,  maybe  2  flats  per  yeai 
"Wishes  all  of  his  wagons  had  Michelin  16R20's  on  them!" 

Frank  Pearce  Jr.  &  Sons,  Maringouin,  LA,  since  1995  runs  6  tires  has  had  2  flats  total. 

"Best  tire  rolling. " 

St.  Louis  Planting,  Price  Gay,  Since  1997  Runs  22  tires,  has  had  2  flats  per  year. 
"16R20  Tire  is  well  worth  the  investment " 

Henry  &  Albert  Corley  Farms,  have  run  24  tires  since  1993,  has  had  4  flats  in  12  years 
"Four  flats  in  twelve  years  speaks  for  itself!" 


As  long  as  the  USA 
has  a  military  - 

We  will  have 
tires! 


16R20  Fits  on  all  hauling,  high 

dump,  or  planter  wagons.  Same 

height  as  the  14  x  24  shown 

above.  $425  with  Davis  3/4"plate. 
$350/Bud,  $475/Cameco. 


"Monster  Tire  Machine" 

Designed  &  built  by 
Arthur  "Cherry"  Francis  & 

Malcolm  O.  Landry 
Dismounts  the  16R20  in 
4-8  minutes! 

Patent  Pending 
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Seed  Cane  Washed  Away  by  Rushing  Tidal  Surge 


Field  of  Plant  Cane  Killed  by  Flood  Water  from  Tidal  Surge 
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Planted  Cane  Killed  by  Tidal  Surge 


Red  Rot  in  Seed  Pieces 
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ITS  MORE  THAN  JUST 


STRAIGHT  ROWS! 


SPS 
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Contact  one  of  our  certified 

personnel  at  Sunshine 

Equipment  for  all  of  your 

Agricultural  Management 

Solution  needs! 


Chip  Roussel 

Technical  Support 


Perry  Falcon 

Sales 


John  Deere 


Donaldsonville 
-800-526-7639 


Sunshine  1 

Equipment  C®»M  inc.         Tfflbodaux 

1-888-527-2273 


Solid.  Stable.  Still  John  Deere 
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Milling  Around 

By  Dr.  Peter  Rein 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Louisiana  State  University 

AgCenter 

1 

1 

Opportunities  for  the  Production  of  Ethanol,  Electric 
Power  and  Chemicals  from  Sugarcane  in  Louisiana 


Ethanol  from  molasses.  A  process  to  use  molasses  for  ethanol  production  could  be  implemented 
immediately.  If  all  Louisiana  molasses  is  processed  in  a  single  plant,  3 1 .4  million  gallon/year  can  be 
produced.  The  estimated  capital  required  is  $41  million,  and  it  should  be  possible  to  produce  ethanol 
at  about  $1.10  per  gallon,  depending  on  the  molasses  price.  Total  revenue  at  $1.40/gal  is  $44 
million/year. 

Details  of  this  were  published  in  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Bulletin  in  September  2004. 

Ethanol  from  non-allocation  sugar.  It  is  unlikely  to  be  economical  to  produce  ethanol  from 
crystallizable  sugar  while  sugar  is  valued  at  20  c/lb,  unless  a  price  of  over  $3/gal  can  be  realized. 
However  it  might  become  feasible  to  produce  ethanol  from  part  of  the  crystallizable  sugar,  allocating 
a  lower  cost  of  production  to  marginal  sugar  together  with  the  correct  incentives.  In  this  respect, 
taking  B  molasses  instead  of  C  molasses  to  ethanol  production  has  some  attractions: 

•  C  sugar  is  not  recycled,  which  improves  sugar  quality 

•  The  cost  of  running  and  maintaining  the  C  station  falls  away. 

•  More  surplus  bagasse  can  be  made  to  improve  the  fuel  balance. 

•  The  amount  of  effluent  per  unit  of  ethanol  produced  is  lower. 

In  so  doing,  overall  sugar  recovery  is  reduced  by  about  8.5%,  but  presumably  the  amount  of  cane 
processed  can  be  increased  accordingly.  The  economics  of  doing  this  would  depend  on  the  individual 
mill  circumstances,  but  it  is  likely  that  this  will  be  a  feasible  option  in  the  future. 

Some  alternative  strategies  taking  other  lower  purity  streams  to  ethanol,  e.g.  filtrate,  may  also  be 
feasible  depending  on  circumstances. 

Co-generation  and  electrical  power  export.  The  Louisiana  industry  is  unusual  in  that  all  mills 
buy  in  some  power  and  only  generate  a  part  of  their  power  requirements.  Most  sugar  industries 
generate  all  their  own  power  and  often  are  able  to  export  the  surplus. 

In  the  Louisiana  context,  it  should  be  possible  for  mills  to  satisfy  their  own  needs  and  export 
power  if  they  generate  steam  at  250  psig  or  higher.  Depending  on  the  steam  economy  and  size  of  the 
mill,  it  should  be  possible  to  export  5  to  10  MW.  Some  mills  have  installed  600  psi  boilers,  which 
would  allow  the  exports  to  be  increased  by  a  factor  of  2  or  3. 
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The  drawbacks  for  the  Louisiana  industry  are: 

•  The  season  is  short,  which  makes  the  investment  harder  to  justify 

•  Power  is  exported  at  a  time  of  low  demand  (winter). 

Opportunities  to  improve  the  economic  return  include  sending  all  the  leaves  and  tops  to  the  mill 
as  extra  boiler  fuel  and  lengthening  the  operational  time  by  processing  other  crops  e.g.  sweet  sorghum. 

The  State  does  not  have  any  incentives  for  green  power  production.  If  the  price  available  to  Texas 
producers  of  8c/kWh  were  available  in  Louisiana,  it  is  likely  that  an  investment  in  power  export 
would  be  worthwhile.  Potential  annual  revenue  at  10MW  export  for  a  3  month  season  would  be 
close  to  $2  million/yr. 

Ethanol  and  chemicals  from  a  sugarcane  biorefinery.  The  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  is  engaged 
in  a  DOE-funded  project  to  develop  a  biorefinery  using  all  parts  of  the  sugarcane  biomass  for  the 
production  of  ethanol  and  chemicals.  This  is  being  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Michigan 
Biotechnology  Institute.  Funding  last  year  was  $0.5  million  and  this  year  has  increased  to  $2.5 
million. 

The  first  stage  is  the  development  of  a  process  to  split  bagasse  into  its  main  components,  cellulose, 
hemi-cellulose  and  lignin.  The  cellulose  and  hemi-cellulose  have  to  be  broken  down  to  fermentable 
sugars,  using  chemical  and  enzyme  treatments.  These  sugars  are  then  fermented  to  ethanol  and/or 
other  products  of  value.  The  lignin  can  be  recovered  in  the  form  of  phenolic  compounds,  which  it  is 
hoped  can  be  sold  as  value-added  products.  The  alternative  is  to  burn  the  lignin  in  the  boilers. 

The  work  done  thus  far  has  established  that  bagasse  cannot  be  broken  down  as  easily  as  corn 
stover,  but  that  cane  leaves  and  tops  (cane  leaf  matter,  CLM)  is  more  amenable  to  treatment.  The 
NREL  (National  Renewable  Energy  Laboratory)  has  done  a  huge  amount  of  work  on  the  production 
of  ethanol  from  corn  stover,  and  arrived  at  the  optimum  size  of  a  plant  to  be  2000 1  dry  matter  (DM) 
processed/day.  The  plant  was  projected  cost  $114  million  (2000  figures)  and  would  produce  69.3 
million  gal/yr. 

Bagasse  has  an  enormous  advantage,  in  that  the  collection  cost  of  the  raw  material  is  much  smaller 
by  comparison.  There  are  also  some  synergies  in  a  combined  operation  at  a  sugar  mill.  It  is  possible 
to  locate  a  plant  in  the  Teche  area  at  one  of  the  largest  mills,  processing  bagasse  that  could  be  made 
surplus  with  minor  capital  expenditure.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  combined  bagasse 
surplus  could  be  produced  at  Enterprise,  St.  Mary,  Cajun  and  Sterling,  of  475,000t/year  or  229,000t 
DM/yr.  This  could  be  augmented  to  654,000t  DM/yr  if  70%  of  the  CLM  left  in  the  fields  is  brought 
to  these  mills.  This  represents  a  plant  size  of  just  over  2000t  DM/day.  Using  the  NREL  figures, 
making  allowance  for  the  lower  cost  of  feedstock,  assuming  the  mill  utilities  can  be  used  and  escalating 
the  capital  costs  to  2005  figures,  a  plant  investment  of  about  $170  million  is  anticipated.  Based  on 
the  analyses  of  bagasse  and  CLM,  it  is  anticipated  that  60  million  gal  ethanol/yr  can  be  produced.  If 
this  is  augmented  by  the  molasses  produced  at  these  mills,  the  ethanol  production  can  be  increased 
to  72  million  gal/yr. 

The  biorefinery  concept  involves  the  production  of  a  range  of  products,  including  ethanol.  Thus 
the  potential  revenue  in  the  future  should  significantly  exceed  what  might  be  expected  from  ethanol 
alone. 

Development  of  energy  crops.  If  the  prospect  of  cogeneration,  power  export  and  a  biorefinery 
is  considered  to  be  likely,  then  efforts  should  be  made  to  produce  cane  which  yields  a  high  quantity 
of  biomass.  Serious  attempts  should  be  made  to  maximize  the  fiber  yields  as  well  as  the  sugar 
yields/acre.  This  would  enable  the  revenue/acre  to  be  increased  and  enable  more  or  larger  processing 
plants  to  be  built,  both  of  which  promote  the  economics. 
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If  the  processing  plant  is  mainly  geared  to  the  production  of  ethanol  and  power,  then  other  crops 
such  as  sweet  sorghum  should  be  considered  to  augment  the  enterprise.  They  could  help  to  prolong 
the  processing  season  and  make  better  use  of  installed  capacity. 

Biodiesel.  The  primary  ingredient  of  biodiesel  is  an  oil  of  plant  origin.  In  the  USA  this  is  mainly 
soybean  oil.  The  oil  has  to  be  esterified,  usually  by  reacting  it  with  methanol  in  the  presence  of 
caustic  soda  as  a  catalyst,  producing  glycerol  as  a  by-product.  Esterification  using  ethanol  instead  of 
methanol  could  be  investigated.  Soybean  molasses  is  similar  to  cane  molasses  in  terms  of  its 
fermentable  sugars  content  and  could  add  useful  fermentable  sugars  to  an  ethanol  project. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 


UAP 


DELTA 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 
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Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 

Combines 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


This  is  what  makes  our  service  special 
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Environmental 
Perspective 

By  James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.,  Inc. 


No  Sympathy  from  EPA,  Hurricanes  and  Energy 


The  direct  physical  damage  done  to  the 
Louisiana  sugar  cane  industry,  and  to  the 
environment  of  Louisiana  in  general,  is 
obviously  devastating.  There  was  a  prompt 
world-wide  expression  of  sympathy,  and  direct 
disaster  relief  assistance  came  pouring  into  the 
vicinity  primarily  through  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA).  This  assistance 
is  directed  primarily  at  people  and  their  feeding, 
medical  care,  and  housing.  Farms  and  industries; 
however,  will  probably  get  little,  if  any,  direct 
assistance  for  disaster  recovery. 

From  the  environmental  protection  standpoint, 
the  crippled  sugar  cane  industry  will  get  no  help 
from  Federal  or  state  environmental  regulatory 
authorities,  as  these  agencies  have  no  funding  for 
such  direct  assistance.  Don't  expect  any 
sympathy  or  relaxed  enforcement  either.  The 
Federal  EPA  will  tell  you  that  environmental 
enforcement  has  been  delegated  to  the  Louisiana 
DEQ,  and  the  LDEQ  will  tell  you  there  is  no 
authority  to  excuse  any  non-compliance.  The 
message  here  is  that  even  if  a  facility  with  Federal 
air  and/or  NPDES  permits  is  knocked-out  by  a 
storm,  the  facility  must  comply  with  all  permit 
monitoring  and  reporting  requirements.  Even 
sugar  mills  that  closed  have  been  severely 
penalized  for  failing  to  submit  correct  quarterly 
discharge  monitoring  reports,  on  time  and  until 
such  time  as  permits  are  officially  closed  out. 

If  an  "Act  of  God"  causes  some  spillage  or 
escape  of  pollutants  exceeding  permit  allowables, 
it  is  likely  that  LDEQ  will  cut  some  slack,  but 
only   if  the  event  is   reported  promptly, 


documented,  and  remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 
Do  not  expect  any  sympathy  if  you  are  "too  busy" 
or  forget  to  call  in  the  emergency  report  and 
follow-up  promptly  with  a  written  report. 

The  recent  hurricanes  also  had  a  profound 
effect  on  the  national  energy  situation,  and 
consequently  on  the  environment  as  well.  In  early 
June  2005,  Congress  finally  passed  a  "watered- 
down"  version  of  the  Administration's  energy  bill 
in  response  to  the  public  outcry  over  high  and 
rising  energy  prices  and  problems  with  importing 
sufficient  and  reliable  crude  oil  supply.  That  bill 
is  intended  to  establish  a  national  energy  policy 
that  will,  on  a  long-term  basis,  end  our 
dependence  on  unstable  foreign  sources  of 
imported  crude  oil.  One  of  the  reasons  that  this 
controversial  bill  did  finally  pass  was  the  removal 
of  a  product  liability  protection  for  MTBE 
manufacturers  provision  in  the  Senate  bill  that  is 
vehemently  opposed  by  environmentalists  and 
greedy  plaintiff  attorneys.  MTBE  is  a  chemical 
that  oil  refiners  were  ordered  by  Federal  law  to 
add  to  gasoline  allegedly  to  reduce  pollutant 
emissions  from  automobile  engines.  Careless 
gasoline  distributors  and  automobile  operators 
spilled  gasoline  and  now  small  amounts  of  MTBE 
are  found  in  many  surface  and  ground  water 
supplies.  Environmentalists  want  all  traces  of 
MTBE  removed  from  the  environment  and  the 
extremely  high  costs  estimated  for  the  mostly 
unnecessary  clean  up  paid  by  petroleum  refiners 
(with  deep  pockets)  because  the  perpetrators  of 
the  spills  generally  have  insufficient  assets  to  pay 
for  what  the  environmentalists  want  done. 
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Refiners  argue  that  such  costs  could  bankrupt 
the  oil  refiners.  How  so  punishing  the  refiners 
is  supposed  to  lower  gasoline  prices  defies  logic. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  environmentalists 
have  been  waging  a  war  against  petroleum 
refiners  for  many  years.  Environmental 
regulations  make  it  now  virtually  impossible  to 
get  the  environmental  permits  necessary  to  build 
new  refineries  in  the  USA,  and  no  new  refineries 
have  been  build  here  in  over  a  quarter  century, 
but  all  the  while  domestic  gasoline  consumption 
has  been  increasing.  Environmentalists  were 
counting  on  a  decrease  in  domestic  gasoline 
consumption. 

More  recently,  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
knocked  out  much  of  the  nation's  refining 
capacity  causing  gasoline  shortages  and  gasoline 
prices  to  spike  to  even  higher,  record  high  levels. 
The  storms  exposed  for  all  reasonable  persons 
to  see  that  inadequate  refining  capacity  and  not 
crude  oil  shortage  is  the  immediate  cause  of  high 
gasoline  prices  because  OPEC  offered 
temporary  crude  supply  increases  but  there  is 
not  additional  refining  capacity  available  to 
process  it. 


In  early  October  2005,  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  passed,  by  a  very  narrow  margin, 
a  new  energy  bill  being  pushed  by  the 
Administration  that  is  intended  to  promote  new 
oil  refinery  construction  by  "streamlining"  and 
accelerating  the  environmental  permitting  process 
and  offering  abandoned  military  bases  as  refinery 
construction  sites.  All  House  Democrats  and 
many  Republicans  opposed  the  bill,  and  again  the 
only  way  the  bill  could  be  passed  was  by  removing 
a  MTBE  product  liability  exemption  from  the 
original  draft.  There  is  now  little  possibility  the 
bill  will  pass  the  Senate,  but  even  if  it  does, 
refiners  are  not  about  to  make  the  enormous 
investment  required  to  build  "grass  root"  refineries 
with  the  threat  of  bankrupting  MTBE  product 
liability  litigation  hanging  over  their  collective 
heads. 

The  nation's  dependence  on  imported  oil  cannot 
be  corrected  overnight,  nor  can  crude  refining 
capacity  be  expanded  or  gasoline  consumption 
reduced  rapidly.  It  appears  that  high  gasoline 
prices  are  going  to  be  a  fact  of  life  in  the  USA  and 
there  will  be  profound  economic  and 
environmental  consequences. 


^-LARGERV 


[•SlMPLIFIEtftll 


MW&  IMPROVE 
IROW  WHOLE  SIM* 


|HYDRAULICS;||pi 

•PUMP  ON  THE 
TONGUE  DESIGN  If 

FOR  FAST  HITCH-UP 

ifcr 

LIGHTER  WEIGHT 
AND  INCREASED  % 
CARRYING  CAPACITY 


SIMPLE- 
RUGGED  • 


RELIABLE 


We  Offer  UpGrades  for 
Your  Existing  Planters! 


Con  HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 

*  *VJ  I**      MANUFACTURERS  OF  1,2  &  3  ROW  CANE  PLANTERS 


337.942.8180   -   2440  POWERS  STREET    -  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 


22 


Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


1985  International  Cabover  Diesel  Truck,  has  A/c,  power  steering  and  5th  wheel  - 

$4,000.  Call  Allen  Oubre,  Sr.  at  337-394-4146  or  337-224-2952. 

2002  CHT  3500.  Call  Huey  Dugas  &  Sons,  Inc.  at  337-394-3305,  337-201-1193,  337- 
201-6014,  or  337-201-6015. 

Zeringue  Front  Planter  -  $3,000,  JD  2750  -  $12,000  (negotiable);  JD  4640  -  $10,000; 
1993  Combine  -  $36,000  (negotiable);  Land  Leveler  -  $2,000;  7-row  Sprayer  -  $2,500; 
2,500  Gal.  Storage  Tank  -  $1,500;  3-row  Chisel  Plow  -  $2,000;  Combine  Trailer  -  $6,500. 
Call  Michelle  Sanchez  at  225-413-2947. 

4  - 1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8-10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on  18.4 
x  30"  tires  -  $10,000  each;  Prime  Heavy  Duty  3-Row  Chopper,  3  years  old,  excellent 
condition;  1998  Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  337-302-4430  or  337-893- 
6001  (home). 

1999  Cameco  CH  2500  Combine,  has  1790  hrs,  complete  track  job  with  new  style  Berco 
rollers,  complete  elevator  overhaul  including  chain  and  sprockets;  10-  Davis  Billet  Cane 
Carts  -  $8,500  per  wagon;  Heavy  Duty  Angle  Grader  Blade  with  guage  wheels  -  $3,500; 
J  &  L  Drain  Cleaner  with  converted  Prados  shafts  and  100  roller  chain;  6  Ft.  Servis 
Shredder  with  rear  guage  wheel.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337-276-5975. 

Home-made  2-row  Cane  Loader  -  $20,000;  John  Deere  Tractor  -  $13,500.  Call  Carol 
Dugas  to  purchase  at  337-364-8519. 

1997  Cameco  2500  Cane  Harvester  with  new  Tracks  -  $50,000;  Bayou  Service  10  ton 
Hi-Dump  Wagon  -  $12,000.  Call  Hi-Lo  Farms,  Inc  at  225-545-3809  (home),  225-933- 
3841(cell)  or  225-978-3678  (cell). 

WANTED:  Excavator  Billet  Grapple  for  loading  billet  cane.  Contact  Ronald  Gonsoulin 
at  337-658-5574  (cell)  ot  337-365-1674  (home). 


PORT  HUDSON  PRODUCTS 

An  Environmental  Resource  Associate 


m 


LA  Approved  Recycled  Lime 
$3.00  T/Y       ,>.,„ 


L.J.  Bergeron    cell  (225)  978-9604 


Try  the 
Classifieds 

It  really  works! 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

|  The  Bank  of  Commerce 

1  White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

|  Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

1  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

|  Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

I  Parks,  LA 

|  Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

|  CoBank 
St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

1  Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

I  Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

I  Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

j  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

|  Helena  Chemical  Company 

|  Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

|  Hibernia  National  Bank 

j  Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

j  Kleentek 

|  New  Iberia,  LA 

j  Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

|  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

f  Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

j  Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Making  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 

Dear  Readers  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin, 

As  2005  is  nearing  an  end,  we  take  this  opportunity  to  send  you  greetings  and  good  cheer  for 
the  holiday  season.  This  past  year  has  been  very  difficult  for  all  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry, 
as  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  have  left  many  in  the  toughest  of  situations. 

As  2006  swiftly  approaches,  we  wish  you  all  the  best  in  the  new  year.  The  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  wishes  you  and  yours  a  Merry  Christmas  and  hopes  that  the  new  year  brings  new 
hope  and  the  prospect  for  a  better  year  in  2006. 

Sincerely, 


EQIPNews 

December  29th  is  Cut-off  Date  for  EQIP  First  Ranking  Pool 

The  sign  up  for  the  2006  Environmental  Quality  Incentives  Program  (EQIP)  for  agricultural 
producers  in  Louisiana  continues,  but  the  cut  off  date  for  the  first  ranking  pool  applications  is 
December  29,  2005.  EQIP  is  a  USD  A  Farm  Bill  program  that  provides  technical  and  financial 
assistance  to  producers  so  that  they  can  install  soil  and  water  conservation  practices  on  the  land. 
Sugarcane  farmers  may  want  to  consider  some  of  the  practices  offered  under  EQIP  for  2006,  but 
they  must  apply  by  December  29th  of  this  year  to  be  considered  in  the  ranking  process  for  the 
first  ranking  pool.  Sugarcane  producers  may  be  interested  in  soil  and  water  conservation  prac- 
tices like  grade  stabilization  structures  (pipedrops),  residue  management,  buffers  (field  borders 
and  filter  strips)  and  other  similar  practices.  The  conservation  practices  help  the  environment  in 
many  ways,  but  producers  must  apply  and  qualify  for  the  program  to  obtain  cost-sharing  assis- 
tance to  install  the  practices.  The  practices  must  meet  technical  standards  set  forth  by  the  Natural 
Resources  Conservation  Service  (NRCS).  Sugarcane  producers  who  are  interested  in  the  Envi- 
ronmental Quality  Incentives  Program  should  call  their  nearest  NRCS  or  Soil  and  Water  Conser- 
vation District  office  for  more  detailed  information  on  what  is  specifically  available  under  EQIP 
in  their  parish.   All  USD  A  programs  and  services  are  available  on  a  nondiscriminatory  basis. 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Service 

Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 


Case  Austoft  cane 

combines,  sales,  parts 

and  service. 


We  carry  parts  and  provide  service 
for  LA  Cane  cutters  and  loaders 


Sprayer  Conversion 
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A  two  row  cutter  is  used  to  make  a  10  row  heavy  duty 
high  crop  sprayer  for  all  spraying  schedules. 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Industry  Defining  Moment 
Refinery  -  Sugar  News  -  Disaster  Assistance 


Over  our  250  year  existence  we  can  look 
back  and  identify  several  'industry 
defining  moments'  that  were  an  integral 
part  of  fashioning  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
as  we  know  it  today.  As  the  2005  Louisiana 
sugarcane  harvest  draws  to  an  end  it  is  obvious 
that  this  crop  will  add  another  consecutive  year 
of  very  poor  sugar  production.  These  very  poor 
crops  coupled  with  very  high  input  costs  are 
creating  a  level  of  financial  pressure  that  has  not 
been  experienced  by  any  of  our  recent  generations 
in  our  sugar  family.  I  am  confident  that  in  years 
to  come  we  will  look  back  on  these  years  and  see 
them  as  an  'industry  defining  moment'  that  we 
were  successfully  able  to  overcome. 

Refinery 

Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Products  Inc.  (LSCPI) 
announced  that  it  is  planning  a  joint  venture  with 
Cargill  Sugar  North  America  to  build  a  $100 
million  sugar  refinery  in  Reserve  by  2008.  The 
facility  would  be  the  largest  in  the  nation  having 
the  capacity  to  refine  1  million  tons  of  raw  sugar 
a  year.  It  is  scheduled  to  begin  operations  in  2008, 
and  will  be  located  on  Cargill' s  200  acre  site  in 
Reserve,  LA.  LSCPI  markets  about  75%  of  the 
raw  sugar  produced  in  the  state. 

Our  industry  has  longed  to  hold  a  substantial 
ownership  interest  in  the  refining  business.  This 
announcement  gives  many  of  Louisiana's  sugar 
cane  stakeholders  that  opportunity.  It  provides 
for  more  vertical  integration  of  our  industry  which 
will  allow  our  farmers  and  mills  to  participate  in 
the  additional  profits  generated  by  the  refining 
sector.  I  commend  the  leadership  of  LSCPI  for 
the  foresight  and  perseverance  required  to  create 
this  opportunity  to  our  industry. 


Sugar  News 

Several  months  back  we  began  distribution  of 
an  e-newsletter  called  Sugar  News.  Technical 
difficulties  caused  us  to  discontinue  with  service 
until  software  upgrades  in  the  office  were 
complete.  Those  upgrades  were  made  and  we 
now  have  a  format  and  system  in  place  that  will 
allow  us  to  efficiently  provide  this  service  on  a 
routine  basis.  Sugar  News  will  be  electronically 
distributed  to  all  of  our  members  on  the  fifteenth 
and  thirtieth  of  the  month.  Nannette  Nickens  has 
taken  on  the  responsibility  for  the  project  and 
John  Constant  will  be  providing  substantial 
support  in  getting  this  done.  The  publication  will 
contain  newsworthy  articles,  a  list  of  upcoming 
events  and  other  pertinent  information  that  will 
be  of  interest  to  our  members. 

Our  Strategic  Plan  calls  for  improved 
communications  with  our  members.  We  are  now 
able  to  accomplish  this  task  in  a  timely  and 
effective  manner.  If  you  come  upon  information 
that  you  think  is  of  interest  to  our  industry  please 
forward  it  to  us  at  lasugar@amscl.org.  We  will 
be  glad  to  consider  it  for  inclusion  in  Sugar  News. 

Disaster  Assistance 

Work  continues  on  a  disaster  assistance 
package  for  our  industry.  We  are  maintaining 
daily  contact  with  our  senators  and  congressmen 
as  disaster  relief  legislation  moves  on  Capital 
Hill.  We  are  hopeful  that  before  our  law  makers 
leave  Washington  for  Christmas  we  will  have 
good  news  to  share.  We  will  distribute  any 
breaking  news  to  you  via  Sugar  News. 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
"CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE" 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
RSP  Agricultural  Lender 

Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 

on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that 

our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's 

important  to  YOU! 


'Mr 
r,  '  *  j 
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Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux!     (985)  446-9450 


Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief  -  Budget  Reconciliation 

Agricultural  Appropriations  Finalized 

ANDEAN  Trade  Talks  Movement 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


T|he  continuing  leadership  vacuum  in  the 
House  has  delayed  action  on  a  disaster 
package,  but  there  are  signs  that  the  Senate 
may  push  for  inclusion  of  such  a  package  in  one 
of  the  appropriations  conference  negotiations 
slated  for  late  November  or  early  December. 

We  continue  to  work  with  the  Louisiana 
delegation  and  key  leaders  in  the  House  and 
Senate  to  push  for  expedited  action  on  disaster 
legislation.  Hurricane  Wilma's  path  through 
Florida's  cane-producing  region,  the  tornadoes 
in  Ohio,  and  the  other  natural  disasters  that 
continue  to  affect  growers  throughout  the  US,  are 
all  likely  to  be  included  in  this  legislation. 

Members  of  Congress  will  be  back  in 
Louisiana  for  the  Thanksgiving  holidays, 
providing  growers  and  lenders  a  great  opportunity 
to  educate  Members  on  the  extent  of  the  problems 
affecting  our  grower  operations.  With  Congress 
planning  to  return  in  early  December  to  complete 
action  on  must-pass  legislation  for  this  session, 
it  is  important  that  political  leaders  understand 
that  the  window  for  bankers  and  farmers  to  make 
decisions  about  next  year's  production  plans  will 
begin  to  close  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

Budget  Reconciliation 

As  this  article  is  written,  House  leadership 
continues  to  seek  the  2 1 8  votes  needed  to  approve 


the  budget  reconciliation  package.  With 
Democrats  unanimous  in  their  opposition  to  the 
package,  the  battle  between  the  moderate  and 
conservative  wings  of  the  GOP  have  forced 
numerous  delays  and  the  final  outcome  is  still 
uncertain. 

The  reconciliation  package  contains  a  1.2 
percent  loan  forfeiture  penalty  on  CCC  sugar 
loans. 

Agricultural  Appropriations  Finalized 

The  House  and  Senate  completed  action  on 
the  FY06  agricultural  appropriations  bill  around 
the  first  of  November  and  the  President  signed 
the  legislation  into  law  on  November  10.  The 
package  includes  $3,625  million  for  the 
construction  of  the  new  ARS  laboratory,  while 
increasing  funding  for  sugarcane  breeding  and 
harvesting  research  by  $100,000.  Other  base 
funding  levels  are  unchanged  from  FY05. 

ANDEAN  Trade  Talks  Movement 

While  press  reports  suggest  that  negotiators 
are  moving  toward  completion  of  the  US- Andean 
trade  pact,  our  trade  consultant  and  congressional 
staff  indicate  that  much  more  work  will  be  needed 
to  reach  an  agreement.  Columbia  is  seeking  sugar 
access  equal  to  that  provided  to  the  CAFTA 
countries,  but  US  officials  seem  to  be  holding 


the  line.  It  is  our  hope  that  negotiators,  cognizant 
of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  passing 
CAFTA,  are  working  to  bring  an  agreement  back 
that  will  not  spark  another  trade  fight  in 
Congress. 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  November  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  The 
2004/05  production  was  lowered  to  7,877,000 
short  tons  (raw  value)  from  7,902,000  short  tons 
last  month,  with  beet  production  lowered  to 
4,611 ,000  from  4,622,000  last  month.  Louisiana 
production  was  lowered  to  1,157,000  tons  from 
1,160,000  tons,  leading  overall  cane  production 
down  to  3,266,000  from  3,280,000  tons  last 
month.  Imports  were  unchanged  at  2,061,000 
tons.  Total  supply  was  lowered  to  11,835,000 
from  11,860,000  tons,  but  deliveries  saw  a 
1 18,000  ton  increase,  mostly  from  an  80,000  ton 
increase  in  imported  refined  sugar  for  direct 


consumption.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
decreased  to  12.9  percent  from  14.6  percent  last 
month. 

2005/06  beginning  stocks  were  lowered  to 
1,355,000  tons  from  1,515,000  tons.  Total 
production  was  lowered  to  7,522,000  tons  from 
7,874,000  tons,  with  beet  production  lowered 
to  4,356,000  from  4,375,000  and  cane 
production  falling  to  3,166,000  tons  from 
3,499,000  tons  due  to  a  reduction  in  the  Florida 
projection.  Louisiana  was  unchanged  at 
1,152,000.  Imports  are  raised  to  2,180,000  tons 
from  2,065,000  tons,  including  25,000  tons  from 
Nicaragua  under  CAFTA  and  90,000  tons  in  Tier 
2  imports  from  Mexico.  Total  supply  is  projected 
at  1 1,057,000  tons,  down  from  11,454,000  tons. 
Deliveries  are  increased  to  10,215,000  tons  from 
10,165,000  tons,  and  total  use  was  increased  to 
10,390,000  tons  from  10,365,000  tons.  Ending 
stocks  are  projected  to  drop  to  667,000  tons  from 
1,089,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to-use 
ratio  is  lowered  to  6.4  percent  from  10.5  percent 
last  month. 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Molecular  markers  and  linkage  mapping: 
The  road  map  to  sweetness  in  sugarcane 

Collins  A.  Kimbeng,  Department  of  Agronomy,  LSU AgCenter, 

Kenneth  Gravois,  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station,  LSU  AgCenter;  and  Keith  Bischoff,  St. 

Gabriel  Research  Station,  LSU  AgCenter 


In  many  crops  throughout  the  world,  an  ever-increasing  importance  is  placed  on  the  use  of 
molecular  markers  to  improve  breeding  programs.  This  is  also  true  for  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
Variety  Development  Program.  This  month 's  article  is  guest  authored  by  Dr.  Collins  Kimbeng,  LSU 
AgCenter.  In  his  article,  Dr.  Kimbeng  outlines  the  procedures  and  research  of  the  molecular  marker 
program  that  he  is  conducting  at  LSU.  It  is  a  very  difficult  subject  to  discuss,  but  Collins  does  a 
very  good  job  in  the  following  article. 


The  American  Sugarcane  League  has 
supported  our  research  to  find  genes  of 
economic  importance  in  sugarcane  using 
molecular  markers.  These  are  genes  for  traits 
such  as  sucrose  content,  cane  yield,  plant  height, 
ratooning  ability,  and  disease  resistance.  Once 
these  genes  are  associated  with  molecular 
markers,  breeders  could  select  for  the  specific 
genes  associated  with  a  particular  trait  by  simply 
selecting  for  these  marker(s).  The  breeder  could 
discard  those  experimental  varieties  that  do  not 
have  the  desired  gene  or  genes  early  in  the 
breeding  program  (say  at  the  seedling  stage) 
before  time  and  resources  are  spent  evaluating 
experimental  varieties  with  no  future  over  several 
years  in  field  trials.  This  approach  is  expected 
to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  breeding  program 


and  possibly  reduce  the  time  required  to  make 
new  varieties  available  to  growers. 

The  job  of  finding  these  genes  could  be  easily 
accomplished  except  that  several  genes  that  are 
likely  to  reside  on  different  sugarcane 
chromosomes  control  most  of  these  traits.  That 
means  the  breeder  has  to  simultaneously  select 
for  all  the  genes  controlling  a  trait.  In  sugarcane, 
selection  normally  occurs  among  the  progeny 
derived  from  crossing  between  two  highly 
heterozygous  parents.  This  results  in  the  progeny 
segregating  for  many  traits  with  each  individual 
experimental  variety  inheriting  (carrying) 
different  numbers  and  combinations  of  genes  for 
the  trait.  What  if  only  three  of  the  five  genes 
controlling  a  trait  are  present  in  a  plant?  How 
important  are  the  other  two?  What  if  a  gene  on 


another  chromosome  (gene  B)  is  blocking  the 
action  of  our  key  gene  (gene  A)  and 
environmental  cues  are  needed  to  turn  on  gene 
B,  which,  in  turn,  tells  gene  A  what  to  do?  These 
scenarios  are  all  too  common  in  plants.  For 
example,  we  know  that  the  genes  for  flowering 
(gene  A)  may  be  present  in  a  plant,  but  flowering 
will  not  occur  until  the  plant  senses  a  short-day 
photoperiod  treatment  (via  gene  B)  that  triggers 
gene  A  to  respond  by  telling  the  plant  to  flower. 
In  temperate  grasses,  such  as  ryegrass,  despite 
the  presence  of  the  flowering  gene  (gene  A),  the 
plant  still  needs  to  go  through  a  vernalization 
(cold  shock)  treatment  (via  gene  B)  before 
flowering  (via  gene  A)  can  occur.  Without  this 
dependency  on  two  or  more  genes,  flowering  will 
be  all  too  common.  To  accomplish  the  task  of 
finding  genes  controlling  traits  of  economic 
importance  in  sugarcane  requires  a  much  greater 
understanding  of  the  inheritance  of  these  traits, 
which  is  what  our  research  is  all  about. 

Development  of  segregating  populations 

The  inheritance  pattern  of  a  trait  can  best  be 
observed  when  that  trait  is  segregating  in  a 
population.  For  example  if  we  are  interested  in 
sucrose  content,  we  would  like  to  have  a 
population  with  individuals  ranging  from  very 
low  to  very  high  in  sucrose  content,  which  would 
allow  us  to  find  those  markers  that  co-segregate 
(inherited  alongside)  with  sucrose  content.  In 
other  words,  we  are  interested  in  markers  that 
are  consistently  present  among  the  high  sucrose 
individuals  and  absent  among  the  individuals  with 
low  sucrose  content. 

One  way  we  achieve  a  segregating  population 
is  by  crossing  two  parents  having  contrasting 
characteristics  for  our  traits  of  interest. 
Segregation  in  the  progeny  should  range  from 
very  low  to  very  high.  Segregating  populations 
can  also  be  produced  by  crossing  a  plant  unto 
itself  (selfing). 

So  far,  we  have  created  two  populations  that  we 
hope  to  use  for  studying  the  inheritance  pattern 
of  some  of  the  economically  important  traits.  One 
population  created  by  Dr.  John  Veremis  of  the 
USDA-ARS  at  Houma  is  a  cross  between 
Louisiana  Stripe  x  SES  147b.  Louisiana  Stripe 
is  a  Saccharum  officinarum,  which  is  the  same 


species  as  the  original  noble  canes  that  were 
cultivated  because  of  their  high  sucrose  content. 
Many  refer  to  Louisiana  Stripe  as  ribbon  cane  or 
blue  ribbon  cane.  SES  147b,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  a  Saccharum  spontaneum,  which  is  the  same 
species  like  the  wild  cane  that  was  crossed  to  the 
noble  canes  by  Dutch  breeders  in  Java  to  derive 
the  cultivated  sugarcane  that  we  grow  today.  The 
crossing  of  these  two  species  was  necessary 
because  although  the  Saccharum  officinarum 
species  was  'sweet',  it  lacked  general  hardiness 
and  vigor  while  the  Saccharum  spontaneum 
species  lacked  sweetness  but  was  tolerant  (hardy) 
to  several  insect  pests  and  diseases)  and 
environmental  stresses.  The  marriage  between 
these  two  species  was  necessary  and,  it  ushered 
in  several  years  of  economic  growth  for  the 
industry.  But  that  is  a  story  for  another  day.  We 
are  hoping  that  this  population  will  segregate  for 
traits  such  as  sucrose  content,  cold  tolerance,  and 
other  economically  important  traits.  This 
population  is  currently  in  the  field  where  we  hope 
to  observe  the  segregation  pattern  for  several 
traits  over  a  number  of  years. 

A  second  population  was  created  by  Dr.  Yong- 
Bao  Pan  of  the  USDA-ARS  at  Houma  by 
isolating  a  flower  of  the  variety  LCP85-384  and 
letting  it  pollinate  itself  in  the  absence  of  foreign 
pollen  (selfing).  LCP85-384  has  been  a  great 
variety  in  Louisiana.  We  hope  the  progeny 
derived  from  the  selfing  of  LCP85-384  will 
segregate  for  all  the  characteristics  that  make  it  a 
great  variety.  Kind  of  like  disassembling  a  great 
champion  into  its  component  parts  and  studying 
each  piece  in  great  detail  in  order  to  decipher 
how  these  pieces  can  be  put  together  to  make  up 
the  whole.  Of  course,  we  are  well  aware  that  the 
whole  may  still  be  greater  than  the  sum  of  its 
parts.  We  hope  that  by  studying  the  parts,  we 
can  at  least  gain  a  better  understanding  of  how  to 
build  a  better  variety  in  the  future. 

Linkage  mapping  with  molecular  markers: 
Where  are  we  headed  and  why  do  we  need  a 
map  to  get  there? 

Geographical  maps  rely  on  four  coordinates: 
north,  south,  east,  west,  and  combinations  (SE, 
NW)  of  the  four  coordinates.  Molecular  maps 
are  one-dimensional  -  linear.  Even  linear  maps 


have  geographical  importance,  too.  For  example, 
the  linear  map  of  a  street  would  come  in  handy 
when  we  are  trying  to  find  a  specific  address  on 
a  specific  street  in  a  specific  town.  We  may  not 
need  a  map  if  we  have  been  there  before,  but  we 
remember  certain  LANDMARKS  that  remind  us 
of  how  close  we  are  to  our  destination.  It  could 
be  the  old  train  station  or  the  schoolyard.  (Some 
people  tend  to  lose  their  way  when  they  move 
back  after  several  years  and  the  old  train  station 
has  been  replaced  with  a  WalMart).  If  we  are 
helping  someone  who  is  lost  without  a  map,  we 
immediately  tell  them  once  you  pass  that  old  train 
station  on  your  left.  So,  the  old  train  station 
becomes  the  LANDMARK  and  we  describe  our 
destination  relative  to  the  landmark.  Therefore, 
even  if  the  street  is  not  straight,  in  our  mind's 
eye  we  see  a  linear  combination  of  events  or 
LANDMARKS  that  we  have  to  pass  before  we 
reach  our  destination. 

In  the  same  way,  linkage  maps  (Fig.  1)  help  us 
find  the  location  of  our  gene(s)  of  interest  relative 
to  LANDMARKS  around  the  gene.  The 
LANDMARKS  are  the  molecular  markers  that 
co-segregate  with  our  trait  of  interest.  The  whole 
concept  of  linkage  mapping  is  based  on  the 
tendency  of  two  or  more  entities  (in  this  case  a 
gene  and  its  molecular  markers)  to  be  inherited 
together.  A  linkage  map  of  sugarcane,  for 
example,  is  the  linear  order  of  genes  on  a 
sugarcane  chromosome.  We  use  molecular 
markers  to  amplify  (make  several  copies  so  it  can 
be  easily  visualized)  these  genes  in  our 
segregating  population  of  plants.  Not  all  plants 
will  have  all  the  genes  since  the  population  is 
segregating,  so  not  all  markers  will  be  present  in 
a  plant.  We  then  construct  a  linear  map  (order) 
of  the  markers  based  on  the  tendency  with  which 
they  occurred  together  among  the  plants  in  the 
population.  The  more  tightly  linked  two  markers 
are  the  more  strongly  they  are  inherited  together. 
Put  another  way,  the  closer  two  markers  are  on  a 
chromosome,  the  more  times  they  will  occur 
together  among  the  different  individual  plants  in 
the  population.  Using  computer  software,  we 
order  the  markers,  two  at  a  time,  based  on  the 
relative  frequency  with  which  they  occurred 
together  in  the  entire  population.  This  is  like 
taking  a  picture  of  an  entire  street  where  our 


specific  address  is  located.  Except  that  our 
camera  cannot  capture  the  whole  street  all  at  once, 
so  we  take  several  random  pictures,  along  the 
entire  street.  Some  houses  occur  more  than  once 
in  the  pictures  sometimes  with  the  house  to  the 
left  and  other  times  with  the  house  to  the  right. 
Armed  with  this  type  of  information,  we  can  piece 
together  the  linear  order  of  houses  on  that  street. 
The  old  train  station  happens  to  be  the  most 
conspicuous  house  on  the  street,  which  occurred 
closest  to  our  address  so  we  tend  to  remember  it 
more.  We  use  it  often  as  a  LANDMARK  or  a 
marker. 

Molecular  markers  that  co-segregate  with  a 
trait  serve  as  LANDMARKS  for  that  trait 

As  mentioned  earlier,  the  concept  of  linkage 
mapping  is  based  on  the  tendency  of  two  or  more 
entities  (in  this  case  molecular  markers  and  traits) 
to  be  inherited  together.  The  agronomic 
performance  of  each  individual  plant  in  the 
mapping  population  is  obtained  by  evaluating  the 
population  in  replicated  field  trials.  Data  from 
each  plant  are  recorded  along  with  their 
molecular  profile.  Through  a  series  of  analyses, 
we  look  for  those  markers  that  are  present  in  the 
high  (but  absent  in  the  low)  sucrose  parent  and 
which  are  also  present  among  the  high  and  absent 
among  the  low  sucrose  progenies.  We  normally 
get  several  adjacent  markers  on  one  or  more 
linkage  groups.  This  is  normally  referred  to  as  a 
Quantitative  Trail  Locus  (QTL),  meaning  one  of 
many  positions  on  the  linkage  map  perceived  to 
harbor  genes  controlling  a  trait.  These  markers 
may  be  on  the  gene  itself  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
gene.  The  association  of  markers  with  a  trait  is 
normally  accompanied  by  some  statistical 
probability.  The  higher  the  probability  attached 
to  an  association  between  a  QTL  and  a  trait,  the 
more  confident  the  breeder  in  using  that  QTL  for 
selection. 

To  date,  very  few  breeders  can  boast  that  they 
improved  the  performance  of  any  complex  trait 
in  a  new  variety  by  knowingly  selecting  for  the 
trait  after  gaining  a  comprehensive  understanding 
of  the  genes  (including  their  function(s)) 
governing  the  trait.  Any  effort  to  study  the 
inheritance  of  economically  important  complex 
traits  in  sugarcane  would  benefit  the  breeding 


program.  New  sugarcane  varieties  have  had  and  advance  the  science  of  sugarcane  genetics  and 

continue  to  have  a  major  beneficial  impact  on  breeding  that  will  ultimately  benefit  Louisiana's 

the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.    Our  goal  is  to  sugarcane  growers  and  processors. 
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Fig.  1.  Linkage  map  of  sugarcane  from  a  cross  between  LA  Stripe  x  SES  147b.  Only  the  first  four 
linkage  groups  are  shown  although  more  than  100  linkage  groups  are  expected.  The  marker  names 
are  shown  on  the  right  while  the  numbers  on  the  left  show  the  distance  between  two  markers  in 
molecular  marker  units  called  centi-morgans. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 


UAP 


DELTA 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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WHY  PAY  MORE? 

We  have  a  vastly  superior  product 
for  less  money! 

GAM  TIRE  CO.,  INC. 

1200  Monnot  Road,  Jeanerette,  Louisiana  70544 


Grace  And  Maggie 


Genseal-The  tire  sealant  that  really  works 
5  gallon  buckets  =  $120.  Pumps  in  stock. 


i  m  9  WT" 


Aircraft  tires  won't  dry  rot,  and  almost  never  go  flat! 
AIRCRAFT  TIRES  FOR  ANY  SIZE  IMPLEMENT, 
BACKHOE  OR  UTILITY  TRAILER  MOUNTED  WITH 

GENSEAL 


inticmiirii!  rmrt 


Come  by  to  see  the  large  supply  of  tires  that  has  everyone  talking! 

What  is  your  downtime  worth? 

Hours:   Mon.  -  Fri.  8:00am  -  4:00pm,  or  just  call 

Exit  Hwy.  668  off  Hwy.  90  go  north  1/4  mile  turn  left  on  Admiral  Doyle. 
Go  1/4  mile  to  Monnot  Rri\,  turn  right  and  travel  to  store  on  left . 


ITS  WELL  WORTH  THE  DRIVE! 

337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Malcolm  O.  Landry,  Salesman 


DDDDDDDODODDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDaDDDDODDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDQQDDaDD] 

D  j 

Nextel  sales  representative.  °| 

Chargers  and  batteries  for  most  cell  phones.  : 

RUGGED  cases  (Made  in  the  USA)  for  most  cell  phones   I 

with  metal  belt  clips. 

D 
DDDDDDODDDDDDDDDDDDDaDOaDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDODnDDDDDDDDDDDDDD: 
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ITS  MORE  THAN  JUST 


STRAIGHT  ROWS! 


Contact  one  of  our  certified 

personnel  at  Sunshine 

Equipment  for  all  of  your 

Agricultural  Management 

Solution  needs! 


i^*\ 


H 


Chip  Roussel 

Technical  Support 


Perry  Falcon 

Sales 


John  Deere 


Sunshine 


Donaldsonville 
1-800-526-7639 


Equipment  Co.,  lite*        Thibodaux 

1-888-527-2273 


Solid.  Stable.  Still  John  Deere 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Lin 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Storm  Session  Stormy 


Governor  Blanco's  crisis  management 
skills  have  been  seriously  tested  as  she 
assembled  the  legislature  to  face  the 
incredible  challenges  of  rebuilding  a  huge  chunk 
of  the  State.  Business,  agriculture  and  every 
fabric  of  society  are  torn  as  never  before.  There 
is  no  "model"  she  and  the  legislators  can  copy. 
Nothing  like  this  has  ever  happened  in  the  United 
States. 

Even  before  the  order  for  the  legislature  to  meet 
was  published,  she  began  to  gather  heat  from  the 
right  and  the  left.  Her  traditional  Democrat 
constituents,  the  Black  Caucus,  resented  the  deep 
cuts  she  made  without  their  approval  and  sued 
her.  The  Republicans  didn't  like  her  resistance 
to  putting  tax  cuts  in  the  call  for  the  legislature 
and  threatened  to  call  their  own  session. 

Once  the  call  was  issued  and  the  session  was 
begun,  things  settled  in  and  emotions  cooled.  But 
the  reality  of  the  situation  has  everyone  thinking 
drastic  thoughts.  Can  we  borrow  our  way  out  of 
this?  Will  the  Federal  Government  forgive  the 
money  we  borrow  from  them?  Is  this  crisis  a 
good  enough  excuse  to  take  over  the  failing  public 
schools  in  New  Orleans?  Can  we  really  cut  a 
billion  dollars  out  of  a  six  or  seven  billion  dollar 
budget?  Why  should  areas  of  the  state  not 
affected  by  the  storms  have  to  suffer  as  much  with 
the  budget  cuts  as  the  areas  which  were  affected? 
With  revenue  shortfall  of  nearly  a  billion  dollars, 
can  we  rebuild  with  tax  cuts  for  business  -  taking 
the  leap  of  faith  that  we  can't  rebuild  without  jobs 
and  that  business  needs  all  the  help  they  can  get 
just  to  creep  back  into  existence  and  begin  hiring? 

With  only  a  few  days  remaining  in  the  session 
as  we  go  to  press  with  this  Bulletin,  it  looks  as 
though  the  challenge  has  been  met  to  the  extent 
that  most  of  the  bills  designed  to  get  us  back  on 


our  feet  are  passing  without  much  opposition. 
Generally!  There  are  still  some  very  contentious 
issues.  A  Session  planned  for  early  next  year 
will  surely  get  down  to  some  of  the  details 
missing  in  this  session. 

Unless  something  drastic  occurs  in  the  last  few 
days  of  the  session,  here  are  some  things  which 
may  relate  to  growers  and  mills: 

Sales  taxes.  State  sales  and  use  taxes  will  not 
be  collected  on  manufacturing  equipment 
repaired,  purchased,  rented  or  leased  due  to  storm 
circumstances.  Agricultural  equipment  is 
specifically  included.  Sales  taxes  on  gas  and 
electricity  will  be  reduced  from  3.8  %  to  3.3% 
beginning  the  first  of  the  year.  Agriculture  is 
specifically  included. 

Corporate  franchise  tax.  The  corporate 
franchise  tax  law  will  allow  options  for  the  tax 
payer  who  borrows  money  to  replace  machinery 
or  equipment  purchased  due  to  storm  damage. 
Includes  agriculture. 

Unemployment  Compensation.  No  lay  offs 
due  to  the  storms  will  accrue  to  your  experience 
rating.  Triggers  in  the  existing  law  to  protect  the 
U.C.  Trust  Fund  from  being  drained  by  increasing 
your  rates  will  be  ignored. 

Building  codes.  One  of  the  most  contested 
issues  in  this  session  has  been  how  to  construct 
buildings,  houses  an  other  structures  in  the  future 
in  a  way  that  the  insurance  companies  will  cover. 
Farm  structures  have  been  exempted  from  the 
new  codes  and  local  governments  have  been 
prohibited  from  exceeding  the  state  guidelines. 
Personal  homes  will  not  be  exempt  from  the  new 
codes  even  though  they  are  on  your  farm. 

A  more  complete  list  of  changes  will  be 
reported  in  the  next  Bulletin. 
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Louisiana  Smoke  Management  Guidelines  for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager  Program.  The  list  below 
are  the  steps  you  must  take  when  burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies,  contact  the  League 
office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these  guidelines  are 
voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient 
a  manner  as  possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful  incorporation  of  these 
guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 


WIUVM 


Planning  On  Purchasing 
Equipment  This  Year? 

Consider  equipment  leasing/ 

Hibernia  has  a  variety  of  equipment  loans  and  leases  to  suit  your  business  needs. 
Leasing  offers  flexibility  without  the  risk  of  obsolescence  and  enables  you  to: 


Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs 
Hedge  against  inflation 
Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price 
of  your  equipment 


•  Free  up  capital  for  investment 

•  Gain  tax  advantages1 


m 


To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  program  and  what  it  can  do  for  your 
business,  call  your  Hibernia  business  banker  or  the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing 
Office  at  1-877-866-6650,  or  visit  our  small  business  page  online  at  Hibernia.com. 

#  HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters?" 


m 


©  2003  Hibernia  National  Bank,  Member  FDIC       *Normal  credit  qualifications  apply        tConsult  a  tax  advisor. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

JtO  /  /  ■04-O"l^/\IN  JJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  lender 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


Louviere  8ft.  Planter,  hyd.  disks,  grader  tires.  -  $8,750;  Orthman  Cultivator,  4-row,  off  bars, 
shedded,  clean  -  $5,800;  JD  7810  MFWD,  k02  PQuad,  1640  hrs.,  single  20.8R42/16.9R30,  fenders, 
deluxe  cab  3scv's,  300  gal.  w/pump  and  monitor,  weights,  very  nice  -  $62,500.  Call  J.K.  Bordelon  at 
318-359-2222  (cell)  ,  3 18-985-2451  (home)  or  email  thefarm@cebridge.net. 

4  -  1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8-10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on  18.4  x  30" 
tires  -  $10,000  each;  Prime  Heavy  Duty  3-Row  Chopper,  3  years  old,  excellent  condition;  1998 
Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  337-302-4430  or  337-893-6001  (home). 

1999  Cameco  CH  2500  Combine,  has  1790  hrs,  complete  track  job  with  new  style  Berco  rollers, 
complete  elevator  overhaul  including  chain  and  sprockets;  10-  Davis  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $8,500  per 
wagon;  Heavy  Duty  Angle  Grader  Blade  with  guage  wheels  -  $3,500;  J  &  L  Drain  Cleaner  with 

converted  Prados  shafts  and  100  roller  chain;  6  Ft.  Servis  Shredder  with  rear  guage  wheel.  Call 
Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337-276-5975. 

Home-made  2-row  Cane  Loader  -  $20,000;  John  Deere  Tractor  -  $13,500.  Call  Carol  Dugas  to 
purchase  at  337-364-8519. 

1997  Cameco  2500  Cane  Harvester  with  new  Tracks  -  $50,000;  Bayou  Service  10  ton  Hi-Dump 
Wagon  -  $12,000.  Call  Hi-Lo  Farms,  Inc  at  225-545-3809  (home),  225-933-3841(cell)  or  225-978- 
3678  (cell). 

(2)  Single  Row  Shavers,  1  with  wheels  and  1  without  -  $300  for  both;  18ft.  Do-all  Hydraulic  Fold 

-  $600;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Wagon  -  $1,500;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Single  Axle  Wagon 

-  $1,000;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters  -  $1,  200  each;  Thompson  3-row  with  offbars  and  fenders 

-  $2,400;  Thomson  4-row  -  $1,  000;  Hooded  Ditch  Bank  Sprayer  -  $800;  1  Single  row  subsoiler 

with  choppers  &  rollers  -  $1,000.  Call  (225)  717-0296  or  (225)  473-6162. 

WANTED:  Excavator  Billet  Grapple  for  loading  billet  cane.  Contact  Ronald  Gonsoulin  at  337- 
658-5574  (cell)  ot  337-365-1674  (home). 


Obituaries 

Preston  H.  Dunckelman  passed  away  on  Sunday,  October  23,  2005.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
four  sons,  two  daughters  and  their  families.  He  was  a  retired  USDA  research  agronomist  for  38 
years,  which  included  cooperative  research  with  many  sugar-producing  countries  throughout  the 
world.  He  conducted  basic  and  applied  research  at  LSU  and  Federal  Experiment  Stations  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Houma  and  Canal  Point,  FL.,  and  with  sugarcane  research  scientists  at  the  University  of 
Florida  Experiment  Station  Station  in  Belle  Glade.  He  received  numerous  outstanding  service 
awards  for  his  contributions  to  the  improvement  of  sugar  cane  varieties  worldwide. 

Warren  J.  Harang,  Jr.  passed  away  on  Wednesday,  November  2,  2005.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  sons  and  six  daughters,  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  veteran  of 
WWII,  a  retired  sugar  cane  farmer  and  co-founder  of  CAMECO.  He  lived  a  life  of  service  to  the 
sugar  industry  and  the  community.  He  was  a  board  member  of  the  ASCL  and  served  as  its  Presi- 
dent. He  was  also  an  Honorary  Board  Member  and  an  Outstanding  Service  award  recipient.  He 
was  President  of  the  Thibodaux  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Lafourche  Parish  School  Board  member 
and  served  5  terms  as  the  Mayor  of  Thibodaux. 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Disaster  Assistance 
Domino  Refinery  Reopens 


While  the  latest  word  on  our  disaster 
assistance  proposal  is  not  good,  the 
last  word  has  yet  to  be  spoken.  In  mid 
December  congress  recessed  for  the  holidays 
without  approving  disaster  assistance  for 
Louisiana's  sugar  industry.  Our  cane  farmers 
and  millers  should  not  feel  isolated  as  none  of 
the  agricultural  commodity  groups  received  any 
funding  in  this  round  of  year  end  supplemental 
appropriations. 

The  League's  leadership  along  with  the  entire 
Louisiana  Congressional  delegation  will 
continue  to  push  this  disaster  assistance 
initiative.  Our  efforts  are  now  focused  on 
developing  a  coalition  of  forces  with  other 
commodity  groups  in  the  state  and  across  the 
nation.  We  have  already  begun  discussions  with 
congressional  leaders  and  are  pushing  for  another 
supplemental  appropriations  request  to  deliver 
the  type  of  relief  that  our  producers  and 
processors  so  justly  deserve.  The  Louisiana 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  is  also  poised  and  ready 
to  embrace  this  new  effort. 

Indications  are  that  this  supplemental 
appropriations  request  will  likely  move  in 
February  or  March  of  2006.  You  may  recall  that 
after  Hurricane  Lili  devastated  the  industry  in 
the  fall  of  2002  it  was  not  until  February  of  2003 
that  our  disaster  assistance  program  passed. 

The  issue  that  we  are  dealing  with  here  is  much 
broader  than  just  sugar.  Our  Gulf  Coast  farm 
friends  from  Florida  all  the  way  to  East  Texas 
are  facing  this  same  situation.  Cotton,  livestock, 
dairy,  soybean,  and  rice  producers  are  also 


reeling  from  hurricane  crop  damage. 
Additionally,  mid  western  grain  farmers  are 
also  suffering  from  very  poor  crop  yields 
resulting  from  severe  drought  conditions. 

Mississippi  Senator  and  Appropriations 
Chairman  Thad  Cochran,  whose  cotton, 
livestock  and  dairy  producers  experienced 
significant  losses  from  Katrina,  worked 
extremely  hard  on  this  measure  and  he  is  unlikely 
to  take  one  setback  as  a  final  answer.  Neither 
will  we. 

Domino  Refinery  Reopens 

After  being  shut  down  by  the  flood  waters  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  the  Domino  Refinery  is  up 
and  running  again.  The  facility  officially 
reopened  its  doors  on  Monday,  December  12th. 
"Some  people  said  we  would  never  refine  sugar 
here  again,"  Plant  manager  Mickey  Seither  told 
smiling  workers  at  the  reopening  celebration. 
"When  people  said  you  can't,  you  said  we  will. 
When  people  said  it  would  take  too  long  to  mend 
these  walls,  you  said  we  must  reopen  now 
because  we  owe  it  to  our  customers  and  this 
community. 

Most  of  the  plant's  300  employees  have  been 
living  in  on-site  FEMA  travel  trailers  for  the  past 
3  months.  They  have  endured  their  own  tragedies 
and  have  made  tremendous  personal  sacrifices 
to  get  the  facility  ready  to  receive  raw  sugar  from 
our  mills.  This  reopening  is  very  important  to 
our  industry.  Louisiana's  cane  farmers  and 
millers  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  people  of 
Domino's  Chalmette  Refinery. 


WHY  PAY  MORE? 

We  have  a  vastly  superior  product 
for  less  money! 

GAM  TIRE  CO.,  INC. 

1200  Monnot  Road,  Jeanerette,  Louisiana  70544 


Grace  And  Maggie 


Genseal-The  tire  sealant  that  really  works. 
5  gallon  buckets  =  $120.  Pumps  in  stock. 
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Aircraft  tires  won't  dry  rot,  and  almost  never  go  flat! 
AIRCRAFT  TIRES  FOR  ANY  SIZE  IMPLEMENT, 
BACKHOE  OR  UTILITY  TRAILER  MOUNTED  WITH 

GENSEAL 


imiiiiiiiiiiinmir 


ITimUllllIlllITITTlTTTlllll » » T 


Come  by  to  see  the  large  supply  of  tires  that  has  everyone  talking! 

What  is  your  downtime  worth? 

Hours:   Mon.  -  Fri.  8:00am  -  4:00pm,  or  just  call. 

Exit  Hwy.  668  off  Hwy.  90  go  north  1/4  mile  turn  left  on  Admiral  Doyle. 
Go  1/4  mile  to  Monnot  Rd.,  turn  right  and  travel  to  store  on  left . 


ITS  WELL  WORTH  THE  DRIVE! 

337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Malcolm  O.  Landry,  Salesman 
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Nextel  sales  representative. 

Chargers  and  batteries  for  most  cell  phones. 

RUGGED  cases  (Made  in  the  USA)  for  most  cell  phones 

with  metal  belt  clips. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief,  But  No  Agricultural  Assistance 

Budget  Reconciliation   -  ANDEAN  Trade  Talks  Movement 

Minimum  Progress  at  WTO  Ministerial 

USDA  WASDE  December  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


House  and  Senate  leadership  reached 
agreement  in  mid-December  on  inclusion 
of  a  $29  billion  hurricane  relief  package 
in  the  Defense  appropriations  conference  report. 
This  package  provides  $11.5  billion  in 
community  development  block  grants  to 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

The  House  leadership  refused  to  include  any 
agricultural  assistance  funding  in  this  package, 
despite  the  determined  efforts  of  Senate 
Appropriations  Chairman  Cochran  (R-MS)  and 
the  Louisiana  delegation.  This  was  a  bitter 
disappointment  to  us  and  to  the  delegation,  but  I 
want  to  assure  you  that  we  will  renew  this  effort 
when  Congress  returns  in  late  January.  There  is 
a  strong  likelihood  that  another  emergency 
supplemental  request  will  be  sent  to  the  Hill  in 
February-March  and  we  will  be  working  with  the 
delegation,  Chairman  Cochran  and  other 
producers  hit  by  natural  disasters  to  get  this  much- 
needed  assistance  approved  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  defense  appropriations  package  does 
include  $200  million  more  for  the  Emergency 
Conservation  Program,  as  well  as  a  provision  on 
Alaskan  oil-drilling  that  creates  a  Gulf  Coast 
Recovery  Fund  of  approximately  $4  billion. 

Budget  Reconciliation 

The  1 .2  percent  sugar  loan  forfeiture  language 
was  pulled  from  the  budget  reconciliation 
package  in  mid-December  after  the  House 


leadership  blocked  Senate  plans  to  extend  farm 
bill  titles  beyond  their  current  2007  expiration. 
The  House  approved  the  reconciliation  report  by 
a  212-206  vote  during  a  marathon  session  on 
Sunday,  December  18.  Senate  action  is  expected 
later  in  the  week. 

ANDEAN  Trade  Talks  Movement 

US  and  Peruvian  negotiators  have  reached 
tentative  agreement  on  sugar  access  issues, 
agreeing  to  maintain  the  second-tier  tariff  on 
sugar  imports  to  the  US  and  tying  a  1  %  increase 
in  their  access  to  our  markets  to  a  requirement 
that  Peru  must  be  a  net  exporter  to  trigger  the 
additional  access.  The  calculations  for 
determining  "net  exporter  status,"  non-US 
exports  minus  non-US  imports,  make  it  unlikely 
that  Peru  will  clear  this  hurdle,  particularly  since 
100%  of  Peru's  exportable  surplus  in  recent  years 
has  gone  to  the  US. 

The  industry  has  expressed  appreciation  to  our 
negotiators  for  their  efforts  in  the  Peru  talks  and 
have  urged  them  to  maintain  the  same  level  of 
sensitivity  in  further  talks  with  the  Andean 
nations. 

Minimum  Progress  at  WTO  Ministerial 

Trade  Ministers  meeting  in  Hong  Kong 
reached  agreement  on  few  items  under 
discussion,  but  created  a  framework  for  further 
negotiations  on  agricultural  issues  with  an  April 


30,  2006  goal  for  resolving  specific  details  on 
farm  trade  issues.  The  proposal  to  provide  quota- 
free/tariff-free  access  to  developed  country 
markets  for  the  least  developed  nations  was  the 
subject  of  much  negotiation.  In  the  end,  ministers 
agreed  to  this  approach  but  retained  flexibility 
for  developed  countries  to  exclude  some  sensitive 
products,  such  as  sugar,  from  the  package.  The 
ministers  also  committed  to  eliminate  export 
subsidies  in  agriculture  by  2013,  with  further 
negotiations  on  related  issues  such  as  state  trading 
enterprises  and  food  aid.  The  US  cotton  export 
subsidies  are  to  be  eliminated  in  2006  and  there 
is  some  vague  language  on  seeking  cuts  to 
domestic  support  to  the  US  cotton  producers. 

USD  A  WASDE  December  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  December  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  The 
2004/05  production  was  unchanged  at  7,877,000 
short  tons  (raw  value),  with  beet  production  at 
4,611,000  and  cane  at  3,266,000  tons.  Imports 
were  increased  to  2,096,000  tons  from  2,061,000 


tons  in  November.  Total  supply  was  increased 
to  11,870,000  tons  from  11,835,000,  while  use 
was  increased  43,000  tons  to  10,523,000, 
resulting  in  a  stocks-to-use  ratio  of  12.8  percent, 
a  slight  decrease  from  12.9  percent  last  month. 
2005/06  beginning  stocks  were  lowered  to 
1,347,000  tons  from  1,355,000  tons.  Total 
production  was  increased  to  7,668,000  tons  from 
7,522,000  tons,  with  beet  production  raised  to 
4,458,000  tons  from  4,356,000  tons,  and  cane 
production  increased  to  3,210,000  tons  from 
3,166,000  tons  last  month  due  to  increases  in 
Florida  and  Hawaii  production.  Louisiana  was 
unchanged  at  1,152,000.  Imports  are  raised  to 
2,770,000  tons  from  2,180,000  tons  last  month, 
reflecting  a  700,000  ton  increase  over  the  past 
two  months.  Total  supply  is  raised  to  1 1 ,785,000 
tons  from  11,057,000  tons.  Deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10,215,000  tons,  and  total  use  was 
unchanged  at  10,390,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending 
stocks  are  increased  sharply  to  1,395,000  tons 
from  667,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  is  raised  to  13.4  percent  from  6.4  percent 
last  month. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Re-registration  of  Atrazine 


Tihe  path  for  the  re-registration  of  atrazine 
has  been  a  long  one,  which  has  been  and 
still  is  filled  with  many  obstacles.  One 
such  obstacle  was  the  amount  of  atrazine  found 
in  the  finished  and  raw  water  at  Iberville  Water 
District  #  3  Plant.  The  plant's  source  of  water 
comes  from  the  Upper  Terrebonne  Basin,  and 
since  1995,  tests  have  indicated  periodical  high 
levels  of  atrazine  in  the  water  processed  at  this 
location.  These  short-lived  and  periodical 
spikes,  most  of  which  occurred  in  the  period 
from  mid-January  through  mid-March,  soon  got 
the  attention  of  both  state  and  federal  regulatory 
officials.  The  first  reaction  of  the  regulatory 
agencies  was  to  end  all  use  of  atrazine  in  the 
Upper  Terrebonne  Basin.  Through  negotiations, 
Syngenta  (manufacturer  of  Atrazine)  was  able 
to  establish  a  mitigation  program  with  the  EPA. 
In  order  to  follow  through  with  the  mitigation 
program  a  committee  of  Upper  Terrebonne 
Basin  stockholders  was  formed.  The  committee 
brought  together  representatives  from  Syngenta, 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry,  the  LSU  AgCenter,  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  the  Iberville  Water  District  #  3, 
and  a  number  of  regulatory  agencies. 

In  2003,  the  conditions  of  testing  and  an 
outline  of  the  BMP  for  atrazine  use  in  the  Upper 
Terrebonne  Basin  was  negotiated  in  a 
Memorandum  of  Agreement  (a  five  year  MO  A) 
between  Syngenta  and  the  EPA.  It  was  soon 
realized  that  the  first  step  in  reducing  the  amount 
of  atrazine  in  runoff  water  would  be  to  develop 
voluntary  Best  Management  Practices  for 
atrazine  usage  in  the  basin.  Additionally,  it  was 
concluded  that  more  sampling  locations  and  an 


increase  in  the  number  of  samples  taken  were 
needed  to  pinpoint  and  locate  problem  areas 
within  the  basin. 

The  key  to  the  success  for  any  mitigation  plan 
is  education:  getting  information  on  how  to 
reduce  atrazine  runoff  to  individual  growers. 
The  task  of  developing  the  BMPs  and  then 
getting  this  information  to  growers  was  given  to 
the  LSU  AgCenter  and  the  Extension  Service. 
The  AgCenter  in  conjunction  with  the  Upper 
Terrebonne  Stakeholders  Group  developed  a  six 
step  voluntary  BMP  plan  to  aid  in  the  reduction 
of  atrazine  in  runoff  water  that  goes  into  the 
Basin. 

Six  mitigation  actions  recommended  by  the 
LSU  AgCenter  for  the  effective  use  of  atrazine 
in  sugarcane  are  as  follows: 

1 .  Do  not  use  more  than  is  recommended  for 
a  particular  application.  Individual  application 
rate  should  not  exceed  more  than  2  lbs.  active 
ingredient  per  acre  when  applied  on  a  band  (2 
quarts  of  4L  formulation  or  2.22  lbs.  of  90% 
dry  formulation  applied  for  example  on  a  36  inch 
band  on  a  72  inch  row). 

2.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  a  wet  soil  surface 
where  potential  for  runoff  would  be  great.  A 
drier  soil  that  is  worked  will  absorb  more 
atrazine.  Once  atrazine  is  in  the  soil,  runoff 
potential  decreases.  Most  atrazine  that  leaves  a 
field  does  so  in  the  first  rainfall  event  following 
application  that  is  sufficient  to  cause  water 
runoff. 

3.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  non-crop  areas 
around  fields  (ditches  and  headlands)  since 
application  to  these  areas  will  increase  the 
likelihood  of  runoff. 


4.  Use  alternative  herbicides  where  practical. 
Winter  weeds  can  be  controlled  with 
Gramoxone,  Boa,  Weedmaster,  Brash, 
Kambamaster,  or  a  2,4-D  formulation. 
Herbicides  to  include  DuPont  K4,  Direx, 
Karmex,  Sencor,  Sinbar,  or  Spartan  can  provide 
control  of  both  emerged  weeds  and  those  that 
will  emerge  later. 

5.  Atrazine  is  effective  on  morning  glory  or 
tie-vines.  These  weeds  generally  are  most 
prevalent  in  fields  after  layby  suggesting  that  for 
most  efficient  control  of  tie-vines  atrazine 
application  should  be  delayed  until  layby  or  later 
in  the  season  as  tie- vines  emerge.  There  are  other 
herbicides  that  are  as  effective  or  more  effective 
than  atrazine. 

6.  Avoid  broadcast  application  of  atrazine  if  a 
banded  application  will  suffice.  Weeds  growing 
in  the  middles  are  usually  destroyed  by 
cultivation.  Broadcast  application  of  atrazine 
prior  to  layby  provides  little  additional  weed 
control  when  compared  with  a  banded 
application. 

In  the  MOA  between  the  EPA  and  Syngenta, 
tolerance  levels  were  established  for  the  amount 
of  atrazine  that  will  be  legally  allowed  in  the 
Upper  Terrebonne  Drainage  Basin.  If  water  tests 
at  the  Iberville  Water  District  #3  Plant  indicate 
that  levels  of  atrazine  are  above  37.5  ppb  in  raw 
water  for  a  90-day  rolling  average,  growers  will 
no  longer  be  able  to  use  atrazine  in  the  Upper 
Terrebonne  Drainage  Basin.  In  2002,  2003, 
2004,  and  2005,  there  were  the  normal  January 
-  March  spikes,  but  they  were  much  lower  than 
in  the  preceeding  years.  The  rolling  90-day 
average  for  2005  was  well  below  the  37.5  ppb 
trigger. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 


As  stated  earlier,  the  re-registration  of  atrazine 
is  a  very  rough  and  rocky  road,  and  has  not  come 
to  a  conclusion.  The  EPA  is  now  requiring  an 
aquatic  ecologic  monitoring  program  for  atrazine 
in  Louisiana.  The  objectives  of  the  program  are 
to  identify  magnitude  and  duration  of  exposure 
of  aquatic  plants  to  atrazine  that  potentially 
adversely  affects  aquatic  communities  and/or 
ecosystems  and  to  develop  a  tiered  watershed 
monitoring  and  mitigation  program  that  specifies 
the  frequency,  location,  and  sampling:  in 
coordination  with  TMDL  programs  and  other 
watershed  redemption  programs. 

In  2005,  Syngenta,  EPA,  and  LDAF 
established  three  eco-monitoring  sites  within  the 
cane-growing  region  of  South  Louisiana.  The 
three  locations  are  located  on  Bayou  Grosse  Tete 
at  Rosedale,  Bayou  Teche  at  St.  Martinsville,  and 
Grand  Bayou  at  Highway  70.  Two  of  the  three 
locations  (Bayou  Grosse  Tete  at  Rosedale  and 
Grand  Bayou  at  Highway  70)  were  in 
exceedence.  Even  though  high,  the  samples  were 
within  study  design  parameters  for  the 
monitoring  program. 

There  are  several  objectives  for  the  eco- 
monitoring  program,  which  include  determining 
to  what  extent  waters  are  exceeding  effects-based 
thresholds  for  atrazine.  This  will  be  done  by 
focusing  on  flowing  water  in  vulnerable 
watersheds  and  by  determining  what  fractions 
of  watersheds  with  flowing  water-bodies  exceed 
the  trigger.  Additionally,  efforts  will  be  made  to 
determine  locations  of  waters  that  exceed  effects 
based  atrazine  threshold  for  aquatic  life. 

The  best  way  to  avoid  further  regulations 
and  limitations  is  by  following  BMPs  for  all 
production  practices  on  the  farm. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


l-o77-64o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^/s. 


.louisianalandbank. 
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By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


League  Looks  at  Renewables 


T|he  interest  in  alternative  fuel  grows  as 
oil  prices  remain  at  record  highs  world- 
wide and  the  very  future  of  the  supply 
seems  to  be  an  ongoing  international  debate. 
Congress  has  enacted  measures  to  enhance  the 
interest  in  such  things  as  biodiesel  and  ethanol. 
Electric  energy  is  getting  more  expensive,  due 
mostly  to  the  high  cost  of  oil  and  gas  and 
consumers  are  complaining. 

The  threat  of  CAFTA  is  inspiring  most  sugar 
industry  officials  to  look  for  ways  to  increase 
the  options  of  growers  and  mill  owners. 

These  same  factors  are  causing  most 
commodities  to  take  a  renewed  interest  in 
renewable  energy  sources.  The  League's 
interest  has  brought  back  to  life  the 
"Renewables  Council  of  Louisiana";  a  group 
of  commodities,  now  organized  under  the 
Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  to  explore  agricultures' 
options.  Beginning  a  few  weeks  ago 
representatives  of  cotton,  beans,  rice,  timber  and 
sugar  started  a  series  of  meetings  designed  to 
bring  action  in  the  legislature  and  the  Public 
Service  Commission  to  facilitate  the  use  of 
agricultural  products  for  biofuels  and  the 
generation  of  electricity. 


Biodiesel.  Soy  beans  and  corn  are  being  used 
world  wide  as  an  additive  to  diesel  fuel.  In 
Europe  nearly  5%  of  diesel  fuel  is  mixed  with 
biofuel. 

Ethanol.  Louisiana  uses  over  2  million 
gallons  of  gasoline  per  year.  If  an  ethanol  mix 
of  2  to  5  %  were  sold  it  would  increase  the  value 
of  the  crops  used  to  make  the  blend  by 
substantial  amounts. 

Electricity.  Bagasse  and  other  biomass,  such 
as  wood  chips,  rough  rice,  cotton  gin  trash, 
municipal  waste,  corn  stalks  and  other 
agricultural  byproducts  are  currently  being  used 
by  the  various  industries  to  generate  a  portion 
of  their  own  energy  needs.  Greater  efficiencies 
can  be  obtained  with  modernized  systems  and 
biomass  can  be  increased  by  introduction  of  new 
varieties  of  the  various  commodities. 

The  potential  for  development  in  these  areas 
is  very  promising  and  the  public  is  supportive, 
which  means  Congress  and  state  legislatures  are 
beginning  to  offer  support  for  these  ideas. 
Louisiana  is  blessed  with  sunshine,  water  and 
fertile  soil  and  the  League  and  the  Farm  Bureau 
feel  that  with  proper  leadership  and  support  we 
can  lead  the  nation  in  these  endeavors. 
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Environ  mental 
Perspective 

By  James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.,  Inc. 


Some  Food  For  Thought  On  Energy, 
The  Environment  And  Economics 


An  ample  supply  of  energy  at  a  reasonable 
cost  is  absolutely  necessary  to  achieve 
and/or  sustain  the  social  status  to  which 
individuals  and  nations  aspire.  America  has 
prospered  for  two  centuries,  largely  because  of 
ample  and  cheap  fuel  supplies,  most  recently 
relying  too  heavily  on  imported  crude  petroleum 
from  politically  unstable  sources  in  the  Middle 
East  and  Africa.  Now,  with  oil  consumption 
increasing  rapidly  to  support  expanding 
economics  of  China  and  India,  oil  and  natural 
gas  prices  have  climbed  to  record  high  levels, 
and  are  likely  to  go  even  higher.  The  cane  sugar 
industry  is  quite  familiar  with  the  economic 
consequences  of  high  petroleum  (fuel)  prices. 

The  burning  of  fossil  fuels  for  energy  does  have 
significant  environmental  impact  and  these 
impacts  can  be  severe  in  certain  situations.  For 
instance,  the  poor  quality  coal  that  England  relied 
upon  to  achieve  the  "industrial  revolution"  caused 
smogs  in  London  in  the  1950s  that  were  so  bad 
as  to  cause  directly  many  deaths  and  economic 
stagnation.  The  London  smogs  demonstrated  to 
the  world  that  air  pollution  control  measures  on 
fuel  combustion  are  an  absolute  necessity,  and 
subsequently  laws  have  been  enforced  that  limit 
these  air  pollutant  emissions  and  protect  the 
public  health,  all  at  a  significant  cost  to  the 
economy. 


Cleaning  up  air  pollution  has  brought  about 
numerous  economic  benefits.  Health 
maintenance  costs  are  lower,  industrial  and 
agricultural  productivity  increased,  and 
recreation  and  tourism  certainly  benefited.  The 
problem  is  that  environmentalists  are  now 
demanding  far  more  than  merely  protecting  the 
public  health  and  compliance  with  established 
environmental  standards.  Environmentalists  seek 
to  eliminate  all  burning  of  fossil  fuels  and  oppose 
nuclear  power.  However,  fossil  fuel  burning 
cannot  be  eliminated  without  nuclear  power,  and 
a  nuclear  power  based  economy  cannot  be 
achieved  without  many,  many  years  of  fossil  fuel 
burning  on  the  way  to  that  objective. 
Unfortunately,  many  in  Congress  support  radical 
environmentalism,  and  that  makes  it  very  difficult 
to  enact  laws  that  really  help  this  nation's  long- 
term  energy  situation. 

The  current  sky-high  gas  and  home  heating  oil 
prices  have  created  some  "food  for  thought" 
situations.  The  Wall  Street  Journal  (12/9/05) 
reports  that  many  homeowners  in  the  Midwest 
are  installing  "pellet"  stoves  and  furnaces  that 
are  capable  of  burning  dried  kernel  corn.  One 
Minneapolis  resident  was  reported  to  be  paying 
an  area  farmer  $  1 .60  a  bushel  for  a  pick-up  truck 
load.  Reportedly,  it  takes  about  5.5  bushels  of 
No.  2  corn  to  get  a  million  BTU  of  heat  output, 


at  a  cost  of  $8.80  versus  over  $15  for  an 
equivalent  amount  of  natural  gas  fuel.  The  price 
of  corn  and  natural  gas  has  gone  up  subsequently, 
but  there  is  still  a  big  cost  advantage  for  corn  in 
the  Midwest  area.  Corn  burns  cleanly,  produces 
little  ash,  and  the  flue  gas  smells  like  popcorn, 
but  the  neighbors  haven't  complained.  Some 
pellet  stove  owners  are  burning  cherry  and  olive 
pits,  alfalfa  pellets,  and  certain  brands  of  cheap, 
dried  dog  food. 

The  December  12,  2005,  issue  of  Business 
Week  reports  that  householders,  shocked  by  high 
heating  costs,  are  flocking  to  wood  pellet  stoves. 
Pellets,  recycled  from  lumber,  burn  cleaner  than 
traditional  wood  stoves  and  are  much  cheaper 
than  gas  or  oil.  There  has  been  a  run  on  pellets, 
driving  up  the  price.  Home  Depot  says  it  has 
sold  more  pellet  stoves  in  the  past  two  months 
than  in  all  of  last  year. 

The  burning  of  a  valuable  food  commodity  like 
corn  in  order  to  save  money  on  fuel  is  certainly 


interesting.  Does  this  forebode  opportunities  for 
agriculture  in  general  or  merely  corn  farmers  in 
particular?  With  petroleum  fuels  probably 
headed  higher,  all  kinds  of  bio-fuels  become  more 
attractive,  including  perhaps  raw  cane  sugar  itself. 
The  market  price  of  fuels  and  commodities  is 
not  the  only  consideration  in  selecting  the  most 
economical  heat  source  for  a  situation.  There 
are  significant  costs  associated  with 
transportation,  handling  and  storing  a  fuel  from 
source  point  to  consumption  point,  and  some  heat 
sources  require  much  more  costly  combustion 
devices  than  the  simple  stoves  and  furnaces 
burning  natural  gas.  Furthermore,  fuel  prices 
fluctuate  depending  on  supply  and  demand.  With 
these  caveats,  the  following  table  shows  a 
comparison  of  fuel  and  agricultural  commodity 
prices  reported  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal, 
December  13,  2005,  adjusted  to  reflect  the  cost 
of  a  million  BTU  of  fuel  value: 


Fuel/Commodity 

Raw  Cane  Sugar,  World,  FOB 
Natural  Gas,  Henry  Hub 
Propane,  Mt.  Bellieu,  Texas 
Fuel  Oil,  No.  2,  New  York 
No.  2  Corn,  Illinois 


Unit  Price 

$0.1497/pound 

$15.41/MMBTU 

$1.488/gallon 

$1.774/gallon 

$1.895/bushel 


Cost  per  Million  BTU 
BTUof  Fuel  Value 

$17.95 
$15.41 

$15.25 
$12.77 
$10.42 


While  corn  still  appears  to  be  economical  as 
fuel,  raw  sugar  is  a  bit  pricey.  However,  if  world 
raw  cane  sugar  prices  drop  back  to  the  seven  cents 
a  pound  level,  it  may  become  cheaper  for 
producer  nations  to  burn  surplus  raw  sugar  rather 
than  import  much  more  costly  petroleum  fuels. 

As  a  practical  matter,  competitive  pricing  of 
biofuels  versus  fossil  fuels  has  little  to  do  with 
solving  America's  long  term  energy  problem, 
because  coal  is  so  much  cheaper  than  any  other 
source  of  energy,  and  America  has  over  250  years 
of  proven  coal  reserves  at  its  disposal.  Pricewise, 
coal  has  tripled  in  price  recently,  but  is  still  "dirt" 
cheap.  For  instance  eastern  U.S.  "compliance" 
coal  at  about  14,000  BTU  per  pound,  now  sells 


for  about  $60  per  ton,  which  on  a  heat  value  basis 
costs  only  $2.15  per  million  BTU  -  still  much, 
much  cheaper  than  other  fuels.  That  is  the  reason 
that  52  percent  of  the  electric  power  in  the  USA 
is  generated  with  coal.  Even  with  the  new 
Federally  mandated  "clear  skies"  restrictions  on 
coal-fired  power  plant  emissions,  coal  will  still 
be  the  cheapest  source  of  energy. 

While  the  recently  enacted  Federal  Energy  Bill 
offers  some  more  opportunity  to  the  cane  sugar 
industry  in  the  production  and  use  of  biofuels, 
including  the  production  of  fuel-grade  ethanol, 
the  most  feasible  way  to  rapidly  rid  this  nation 
of  its  dependence  on  imported  petroleum  is  to 
exploit  its  abundant  coal  resources. 
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Clipping  as  a  Possible  Rust  Control  Measure 

Jeff  Hoy  and  Clayton  Hoi  Her 

Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology  Department 

LSUAgC  enter 

LCP  85-384  has  become  susceptible  to  rust,  and  significant  yield  reductions  due  to  rust  have 
now  been  documented  in  the  variety.  Given  the  extensive  acreage  of  LCP  85-384  in  the  industry, 
growers  are  understandably  concerned  about  the  impact  of  rust  on  their  farms.  Unfortunately, 
options  for  managing  the  disease  are  limited,  at  present.  Clipping,  a  cultural  practice  in  which  the 
above-ground  growth  of  young  plants  is  mechanically  removed,  may  have  the  potential  to  reduce 
the  severity  of  rust  temporarily,  and  many  growers  are  asking  about  it.  This  article  will  describe  how 
clipping  might  reduce  rust  severity  and  how  to  get  the  most  benefit  from  the  practice. 

First,  some  knowledge  of  how  rust  operates  in  sugarcane  is  needed.  Rust  is  caused  by  a  fungus, 
and  this  organism  is  what  is  known  as  an  "obligate  parasite."  This  means  that  it  can  only  obtain 
nourishment  from  a  living  host.  In  addition,  the  rust  affecting  sugarcane  infects  only  sugarcane  and 
no  other  grasses.  It  only  occurs  in  living  sugarcane  leaf  tissue.  The  fungus  can  produce  huge  numbers 
of  spores  that  blow  in  the  wind  to  cause  new  infections,  but  these  spores  are  not  long-lived.  They  do 
not  persist  in  debris  or  soil  and  allow  the  rust  to  survive  long  in  the  absence  of  a  host. 

In  Louisiana,  we  grow  sugarcane  at  the  northern  limit  of  its  cultivation  range.  During  the  winter, 
freezes  typically  occur  that  kill  the  above-ground  plant  growth.  When  the  plant  tissue  is  killed,  the 
rust  soon  dies  too.  A  severe  freeze  following  the  end  of  harvest  that  kills  all  above-ground  growth 
can  provide  a  major  set-back  for  rust.  This  happened  after  the  first  outbreak  of  rust  in  LCP  85-384 
during  2000,  and  rust  was  not  a  problem  again  for  several  years.  However,  if  some  green  leaf  blade 
or  sheath  tissue  survives  at  the  base  of  the  plants,  rust  will  still  be  present  in  the  field.  Following 
winters  with  hard  freezes,  rust  typically  first  reappears  in  the  southernmost  portions  of  the  industry 
and  spreads  from  there  to  the  rest  of  the  industry.  This  happened  during  2005. 

Clipping  can  act  like  a  freeze  by  removing  the  green,  living  tissue  that  is  harboring  the  rust.  So, 
can  we  use  this  to  our  advantage?  Rust  is  an  airborne  disease.  You  cannot  stop  the  spores  from 
blowing  into  your  fields.  So,  does  it  do  any  good  to  remove  the  rust  infected  plant  tissue  within  your 
fields?  There  is  a  lack  of  research  results  concerning  the  effect  of  clipping  on  rust  severity,  but 
observational  evidence  suggests  that  the  answers  to  these  two  questions  may  be:  yes  and  yes.  The 
infections  within  the  fields  on  your  farm  provide  what  plant  pathologists  call  primary  inoculum. 
Spores  being  produced  on  site  may  allow  the  rust  epidemic  to  begin  sooner  than  if  the  inoculum  had 
to  come  in  from  outside.  How  much  of  a  delay  would  result  from  clipping?  We  do  not  know  the 
answer  to  that  question.  Probably  it  would  delay  rust  no  more  than  a  few  weeks.  This  does  not  seem 
like  a  long  time,  but  the  yield  loss  studies  suggest  that  the  longer  the  epidemic  lasts  during  the  April- 
June  period,  the  more  yield  is  reduced.  A  delay  in  the  start  of  the  epidemic  during  the  spring  also 
could  turn  out  to  be  significant  in  coming  up  with  a  fungicide  treatment  program  that  would  be 
economical.  We  do  not  yet  know  what  fungicides  will  be  effective  and  when  or  how  many  times 
they  will  have  to  be  applied.  No  fungicides  are  currently  labeled  for  use  in  sugarcane.  An 
effective  fungicide  would  protect  the  crop  for  no  more  than  three  weeks.  Clipping  would  cost  less 
than  spraying  a  fungicide,  and  it  might  reduce  the  need  for  additional  fungicide  applications.  The 
inclusion  of  clipping  could  make  a  fungicide-based  control  program  more  feasible.  It  is  unlikely  that 
we  can  afford  repeated  applications  of  fungicides,  so  anything  that  would  reduce  the  number  of 
applications  needed  would  help. 

So,  when  should  you  clip?  Many  growers  are  asking  whether  they  should  clip  during  the  fall. 
They  are  alarmed  by  the  rust  that  could  be  seen  in  the  fields  (prior  to  the  first  freeze),  and  they 
wonder  whether  removing  that  infected  plant  tissue  will  reduce  the  severity  of  rust  in  those  fields 
next  spring.  If  you  clip  during  the  fall,  you  will  remove  some  rust  infected  tissue,  but  the  winter  is 
likely  to  do  this  for  you  for  free.  Remember  that  clipping  is  like  a  freeze.  Growth  represents  an 
expenditure  of  resources  for  the  plant,  particularly  plant  cane  that  is  obtaining  some  of  its  energy 
from  the  mother  stalk.  Those  resources  are  lost  when  a  freeze  occurs.  Fall  clipping  could  impose  an 
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extra  stress  on  the  plants  that  are  going  to  have  to  survive  the  coming  winter.  Also,  re-growth  that 
occurs  before  winter  when  spores  are  still  likely  to  be  in  the  air  could  become  re-infected.  Clipping 
should  be  done  during  the  winter.  However,  the  best  time  to  clip  is  uncertain.  If  you  wait  until  the 
end  of  winter,  then  clipping  can  be  done  only  if  needed  (when  green,  living  tissue  has  survived  the 
winter).  Alternatively,  clipping  during  mid-winter  would  remove  the  dead  leaf  canopy  and  expose 
the  base  of  the  plants  to  subsequent  winter  kill.  This  could  allow  a  more  thorough  elimination  of 
green  tissue  and  rust. 

There  are  two  other  questions  people  ask  regarding  clipping.  If  one  farmer  clips  and  the  surrounding 
farms  do  not,  does  clipping  on  the  one  farm  do  any  good?  Also,  does  burning  the  clippings  provide 
any  additional  benefit  in  rust  control?  If  you  remove  all  rust  spore  producing  plant  tissue  in  your 
fields,  spores  have  to  come  in  from  outside.  The  distribution  of  spores  from  a  production  source 
(infected  field)  occurs  in  the  form  of  a  gradient  with  fewer  spores  being  deposited  the  farther  away 
from  the  source  you  are.  They  get  diluted  in  the  air  as  they  move  outward  from  the  source.  So,  it 
makes  sense  that  widespread  clipping  would  more  effectively  reduce  spore  concentrations  in  the 
spring.  In  regard  to  the  second  question,  we  do  not  know  if  burning  of  substantial  clipping  residue 
will  increase  the  effectiveness  of  clipping  for  rust  control.  If  burning  kills  rust-infected  green  tissue 
remaining  at  the  base  of  plants  after  clipping,  it  could  help.  To  what  extent  this  would  occur  is 
uncertain. 

The  fact  that  rust  was  very  evident  in  many  plant  cane  fields  and  fields  cut  for  seed  throughout  the 
industry  during  Fall,  2005  is  significant  because  it  means  that  the  potential  now  exists  for  a  severe 
epidemic  during  2006.  The  biggest  determining  factor  will  be  the  severity  of  the  coming  winter.  If 
we  have  a  mild  winter,  local  sources  of  inoculum  will  be  present  throughout  the  industry,  and  the  rust 
epidemic  would  get  off  to  an  early,  fast  start.  Again,  research  data  on  the  effects  of  clipping  is 
lacking,  but  based  on  everything  we  know  about  sugarcane  rust  in  Louisiana,  clipping  fields  of  LCP 
85-384  coming  out  of  this  winter  with  surviving  green  tissue  would  probably  be  a  good  decision, 
especially  in  fields  planted  or  cut  early  in  which  there  was  obvious  rust  during  the  fall.  We  now  know 
that  rust  can  cause  significant  yield  loss  in  LCP  85-384  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  clipping  has  the 
potential  to  minimize  some  of  those  losses. 

An  experiment  was  conducted  again  during  2005  to  determine  the  effect  of  rust  on  yield  of  LCP 
85-384,  and  two  experiments  were  conducted  to  attempt  to  evaluate  the  potential  of  individual 
fungicides  on  the  severity  and  impact  of  rust.  The  results  from  these  experiments  will  be  presented 
in  a  later  Sugar  Bulletin  issue. 
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To  Place  an  Order  Call   337-364-2216 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


Louviere  8ft.  Planter,  hyd.  disks,  grader  tires.  -  $8,750;  Orthman  Cultivator,  4-row,  off  bars, 
shedded,  clean  -  $5,800;  JD  7810  MFWD,  '02  PQuad,  1640  hrs.,  single  20.8R42/16.9R30, 
fenders,  deluxe  cab  3scv's,  300  gal.  w/pump  and  monitor,  weights,  very  nice  -  $62,500.  Call  J.K. 
Bordelon  at  318-359-2222  (cell)  ,  3 18-985-2451  (home)  or  email  thefarm@cebridge.net. 

4  - 1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8  -  10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on  18.4  x  30" 
tires  -  $10,000  each;  Prime  Heavy  Duty  3-Row  Chopper,  3  years  old,  excellent  condition; 

1998  Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  337-302-4430  or  337-893-6001  (home). 

1999  Cameco  CH  2500  Combine,  has  1790  hrs,  complete  track  job  with  new  style  Berco  rollers, 
complete  elevator  overhaul  including  chain  and  sprockets;  10-  Davis  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $8,500 
per  wagon;  Heavy  Duty  Angle  Grader  Blade  with  guage  wheels  -  $3,500;  J  &  L  Drain  Cleaner 

with  converted  Prados  shafts  and  100  roller  chain;  6  Ft.  Servis  Shredder  with  rear  guage  wheel. 
Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337-276-5975. 

(2)  Single  Row  Shavers,  1  with  wheels  and  1  without  -  $300  for  both;  18ft.  Do-all  Hydraulic 
Fold  -  $600;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Wagon  -  $  1 ,500;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Single  Axle 
Wagon  -  $  1 ,000;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters  -  $  1 ,  200  each;  Thompson  3-row  with  offbars 
and  fenders  -  $2,400;  Thomson  4-row  -  $1, 000;  Hooded  Ditch  Bank  Sprayer  -  $800;  1  Single 
row  subsoiler  with  choppers  &  rollers  -  $1,000.  Call  (225)  717-0296  or  (225)  473-6162. 


wu.Uim 


Planning  On  Purchasing 
Equipment  This  Year? 

Consider  equipment  leasing/ 

Hibernia  has  a  variety  of  equipment  loans  and  leases  to  suit  your  business  needs. 
Leasing  offers  flexibility  without  the  risk  of  obsolescence  and  enables  you  to: 


Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs 
Hedge  against  inflation 
Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price 
of  your  equipment 


•  Free  up  capital  for  investment 

•  Gain  tax  advantages1 


To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  program  and  what  it  can  do  for  your 
business,  call  your  Hibernia  business  banker  or  the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing 
Office  at  1-877-866-6650,  or  visit  our  small  business  page  online  at  Hibernia.com. 

H  HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters^ 


m 


©  2003  Hibernia  National  Bank,  Member  FDIC       *Normal  credit  qualifications  apply        tConsult  a  tax  advisor. 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BU 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
<  League 


February  2006 
Volume  84,  No.  5 


Making  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


Announcing  the 

Eighty-Third  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

Wednesday,  February  22,  2006  -  10:00  a.m. 

Howard  Johnson's  Envie' 

203  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Registration  begins  at  9:00  a.m. 

At  this  meeting  there  will  be  an  election  of  members  of  the 

Board  of  Directors  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

(See  Up  Front  With  the  League  for  more  information) 
The  League  Foundation  will  also  hold  a  meeting  to  elect  a  Board  of  Directors. 

All  members  of  the  League  will  please  consider  this  an  official  notice  to  attend. 
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The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
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Washington  Representative 
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Louisiana 
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"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  /  ■Ot-0~1u/VIN  JJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^s. 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  rrajg 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 


Since  the  incorporation  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  an  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  membership  has  been  held.  This 
year,  the  Eighty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  will  be  held  on 
February  22,  2006  at  the  Howard  Johnson's 
Envie'  in  Thibodaux,  Louisiana.  Registration 
will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  and  the  meeting  will  be 
called  to  order  by  President  Craig  Caillier  at 
10:00  a.m. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  reports  from  all 
committee  chairmen  are  normally  presented. 
However,  this  Annual  Meeting  will  be  a 
somewhat  different,  as  Jack  Roney  of  the 
American  Sugar  Alliance  will  make  a  presention 
regarding  the  outlook  of  the  2007  Farm  Bill.  It 
is  also  our  intention  to  let  you,  the  members, 
know  what  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is 
doing  for  you.  Although  the  agenda  has  not  yet 
been  finalized,  the  first  order  of  business  will  be 
the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  which 
will  present  its  nominees  for  directors  for  the 
ensuing  year.  It  is  hoped  that  an  explanation  in 
the  Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  will 
provide  clarity  to  the  election  process.  The  High 
Yields  Awards  Program  will  follow  the  election 
of  directors. 

Following  the  business  affairs  of  the  meeting, 
a  meal  will  be  served.  Please  fill  out  the 
registration  form  on  page  5  of  this  issue  and 


return  it  to  the  League  office  no  later  than 
February  17, 2006.  The  League  staff  will  again 
try  to  make  the  registration  process  run  smoothly. 
Any  dues  paying  entity  for  the  2004  crop  should 
fill  out  the  form  completely  so  that  your  election 
ballot  is  prepared  for  you  upon  your  arrival. 

During  the  lunch,  it  is  our  intention  to  have  a 
guest  speaker  from  the  Louisiana  Congressional 
delegation. 

The  Board  of  Directors  and  Staff  of  the  League 
urge  your  attendance.  This  is  a  time  when  you, 
as  a  member  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
have  a  great  opportunity  to  give  input. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

Article  VIII-A  of  the  Amendments  of  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation  states,  "The  business 
and  affairs  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  managed 
by  and  all  corporate  powers  shall  be  vested  in  a 
Board  of  Directors  to  consist  of  forty-four  (44) 
members,  twenty-two  (22)  of  whom  shall  be 
Process  Members  and  twenty-two  (22)  of  whom 
shall  be  Grower  and/or  Landlord  Members.  Each 
Processor  Member  shall  be  entitled  to  designate 
one  person  to  serve  as  its  representative  on  the 
Board;  provided  that,  should  there  be  less  than 
twenty-two  (22)  Processor  Members  of  this 
Corporation,  a  sufficient  number  of  additional 
processor  representatives  shall  be  elected  by  the 
membership  to  assure  the  election  of  twenty-two 


(22)  Processor  Directors.  The  Grower  and/or 
Landlord  Directors  and  any  additional  Processor 
representatives  to  serve  on  the  Board  shall  be 
elected  by  vote  of  the  members  at  each  annual 
membership  meeting." 

Each  year,  the  Nominating  Committee  of  the 
League  meets  in  early  January  to  develop  a  list 
of  grower/landlord  member  nominees  and  at- 
large  processor  nominees.  This  year  there  are 
thirteen  processor  designees,  which  allows  for 
nine  at-large  processor  nominations  to 
compliment  the  22  grower/landlord  nominations. 
Following  the  presentation  of  the 
committee's  nominations,  the  membership  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  offer  nominations  from 
the  floor.  There  could  potentially  be  two  seperate 
elections  held  to  determine  who  will  serve  as 
grower/landlord  members,  and  who  will  serve  as 
at-large  processor  members.  Once  nomimations 
have  been  closed,  an  election  would  take  place 
to  determine  which  nominees  would  serve  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Voting  priviledges  are  based  on  the  2004  crop 
and  each  member's  vote  is  weighted  according 
to  member  type  and  the  amount  of  tons  of  gross 
cane  shipped  or  processed  of  which  dues  are  paid. 

The  following  individuals  were  nominated  at 
the  annual  committee  meeting  to  serve  on  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of  Directors 
beginning  on  February  22,  2006. 

Grower/ Landlord  Member  Nominees 

David  Allain 

Mark  Bergeron 

Jessie  Breaux 

Grady  Bubenzer 

Willie  Danos 

Peter  Dufresne 

Wallace  Ellender 

John  Gay 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 

Charles  Guidry 

Warren  Harang,  III 

Jim  Harper 

Tim  Hebert 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 

Howard  Robichaux 

Bryan  Simon 


Donald  Segura 
Frank  Sotile,  Jr. 
Charles  Thibaut 
Daniel  Viator 
Wilbert  Waguespack 

Designated  Processor  Members 

Craig  Caillier 
Michael  Comb 
Mike  Daigle 
Dan  Duplantis,  Sr. 
Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr. 
J.  Roddy  Hulett 
Buckley  Kessler 
Chris  Mattingly 
Greg  Nolan 
Rivers  Patout 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche 
David  Stewart 
Tommy  Thibodeaux 

Processor  At-large  Member  Nominees 

Paul  Bourdier 
Lonnie  Champagne 
C.J.  Daigle 
Duane  Legendre 
Will  Legendre 
Frank  Minvielle 
Charlie  Schudmak 
Jackie  Theriot 
David  Thibodeaux 


Please  return  the 
Registration  Form 

by  February  17,  2006 

if  you  plan  to 

participate  at  the 

83rd  Annual  Meeting 


Eighty-Third  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

February  22,  2006  -  10:00  a.m. 
Registration  Form 

If  you  plan  to  attend  the  83rd  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  please  return  this  form  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P  O  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Name: 


Business  Name: 
Address: 


City: 


Zip: 


I  will  plan  to  attend  the  luncheon. 
I  do  not  plan  to  stay  for  the  meal. 


If  you  represent  a  dues  paying  entity, 
please  check  one  below  so  that  a  bal- 
lot may  be  ready  for  you  at  the  door: 

Processor  Member 


Landlord  Member 


Grower  Member 


If  you  do  not  represent  a  dues  paying 
entitly,  please  check  one  below: 


Commercial  Member 


Researcher 
Individual 


Please  return  this  form  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  office  no  later 
than  February  17. 2006. 


This  Page  is  Intentionally  Left  Blank 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief 

US-PERU  Trade  Deal 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


W'e  have  spent  the  weeks  since  the 
beginning  of  the  new  calendar  year 
laying  the  groundwork  for  another 
effort  to  develop  an  agricultural  disaster  package 
to  address  the  hurricane  losses.  We  have  reached 
out  to  other  farm  groups,  Members  of  Congress 
from  outside  the  hurricane  disaster  zones  and 
officials  within  the  Administration  to  seek 
support  for  a  disaster  package  in  early  2006.  The 
most  logical  vehicle  for  such  a  package  would 
be  the  next  supplemental  appropriations  request 
from  the  Administration,  which  is  expected  in 
February  or  March. 

In  mid-January,  USDA  officials  informed  us 
that  they  were  considering  the  inclusion  of 
sugarcane  growers  in  the  $250  million  crop 
disaster  program  that  was  announced  in 
November  of  2005.  You  may  recall  that  this 
program  was  created  by  shifting  Section  32 
funding  into  a  disaster  account  that  will  cover 
numerous  crop  and  other  agricultural  losses  in 
4-5  states.  Livestock,  aquaculture  and  timber 
will  also  be  included  in  the  pool  of  recipients. 

The  commodity  portion  of  this  program  would 
supplement  crop  insurance  payments  to 
producers.  Anyone  getting  a  crop  insurance 
indemnity  would  automatically  be  eligible  for  an 
additional  or  supplemental  payment,  purportedly 
equivalent  to  30  percent  of  the  original 
indemnity.    Thus,  if  you  received  $100  as  an 


indemnity,  you  might  receive  an  additional  $30 
under  this  program,  though  this  may  be  subject 
to  a  payment  limit  when  it  is  unveiled  in  the 
coming  weeks.  Since  most  of  our  producers  are 
covered  under  catastrophic  coverage  contracts 
that  do  not  provide  any  indemnities  until  you 
experience  a  loss  of  greater  than  50  percent,  this 
program  is  unlikely  to  provide  very  much  in  the 
way  of  real  assistance  to  our  farmers. 

US-PERU  Trade  Deal 

The  US-Peru  trade  agreement,  which  maintains 
the  second-tier  tariff  on  sugar  imports  to  the  US 
and  ties  a  1%  increase  in  their  access  to  our 
markets  to  "net  exporter"  requirement,  has  been 
completed.  In  mid-January,  the  industry 
expressed  its  appreciation  to  US  trade  negotiators 
for  their  work  on  this  agreement,  which  shows  a 
level  of  sensitivity  to  our  concerns  that  was 
clearly  lacking  in  the  CAFTA  negotiations.  We 
will  wait  to  see  whether  the  negotiations  with 
Ecuador  and  Colombia,  two  other  sugar- 
exporting  nations  that  are  a  part  of  the  ANDEAN 
trade  group,  are  concluded  in  the  same  fashion. 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  January  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  The 


2004/05  production,  supply  and  use  estimates  are 
unchanged  from  December  and  the  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  remains  at  12.8  percent. 

2005/06  production  was  decreased  to 
7,593,000  tons  from  7,668,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  lowered  to  4,435,000  tons  from 
4,458,000  tons,  and  cane  production  decreased 
to  3,158,000  tons  from  3,210,000  tons. 
Louisiana's  production  was  increased  to 
1,263,000  from  1,152,000  tons  last  month,  while 
Florida's  production  was  reduced  to  1,455,000 


tons  from  1,602,000  tons  last  month.  Imports 
are  unchanged  at  2,770,000  tons,  resulting  in  a 
drop  of  total  supply  to  11,710,000  tons 
11,785,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10,215,000  tons,  and  total  use  was 
unchanged  at  10,390,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending 
stocks  are  lowered  to  1,320,000  tons  from 
1,395,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to-use 
ratio  is  lowered  to  12.7  percent  from  13.4  percent 
last  month. 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  Rd.,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  Can  help  you  Survive  Managed  by: 

by  Cutting  COSts!  Grace  and  Maggie 
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Planning  On  Purchasing 
Equipment  This  Year? 

Consider  equipment  leasing/ 

Hibernia  has  a  variety  of  equipment  loans  and  leases  to  suit  your  business  needs. 
Leasing  offers  flexibility  without  the  risk  of  obsolescence  and  enables  you  to: 


•  Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs 

•  Hedge  against  inflation 

•  Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price 
of  your  equipment 


•  Free  up  capital  for  investment 

•  Gain  tax  advantages1 


a 


To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  program  and  what  it  can  do  for  your 
business,  call  your  Hibernia  business  banker  or  the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing 
Office  at  1-877-866-6650,  or  visit  our  small  business  page  online  at  Hibernia.com. 
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2003  Hibernia  National  Bank,  Member  FDIC       *Normal  credit  qualifications  apply        tConsult  a  tax  advisor. 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Mexican  Rice  Borer 
Crop  Report 


Fbr  the  last  three  years  or  so,  there  has 
been  an  ongoing  trapping  program  to 
monitor  the  movement  of  the  Mexican 
Rice  Borer  (MRB)  in  Texas  and  for  the  detection 
of  the  borer's  possible  introduction  (from  Texas) 
into  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  In  2004,  a 
small  number  of  MRB  adult  moths  were  trapped 
in  sugarcane  fields  near  Winnie,  TX.  At  that 
time,  numerous  stalks  were  examined  for  MRB 
larva  and  none  were  found.  After  a  thorough 
review  of  all  pertinent  data,  it  was  the  decision 
of  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry  (LDAF)  that  any  cane  that  was  not 
within  a  1.5  mile  radius  of  the  sight  where  the 
MRB  moths  were  trapped  could  come  into 
Louisiana  for  processing.  It  was  concluded  that 
there  was  only  a  very  slight  possibility  of  the 
MRB  escaping  from  the  incoming  cane  and 
getting  into  sugarcane  fields  in  Louisiana. 
However  for  safety's  sake,  a  number  of  traps 
were  placed  in  the  southwest  and  south  central 
cane  regions  of  Louisiana  to  monitor  any 
possible  escapes  from  the  cane  coming  in  from 
Texas. 

The  LDAF  was  notified  of  additional  2005 
trappings  of  the  MRB  in  sugarcane  fields  in 


Texas.  In  addition,  the  MRB  were  identified  in 
rice  fields  at  the  Texas  A&M  Experimental 
Station  near  Beaumont  and  in  rice  fields  near 
and  east  of  the  Texas  sugarcane  production  area. 

Because  of  these  new  reports  of  the  MRB  in 
the  sugarcane  growing  region  of  Texas,  the 
Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry  notified  the  Texas  Department  of 
Agriculture  that,  "No  sugarcane  is  allowed  to 
move  from  Texas  into  Louisiana."  Because  of 
this  ruling,  there  are  about  420  acres  of  cane  that 
were  unable  to  come  into  Louisiana  for 
processing. 

The  trapping  program  for  the  MRB  will 
continue  in  the  cane  fields  of  southwest  and 
south  central  Louisiana. 

Crop  Report 

The  2005  crop  is  the  lowest  tonnage  crop  that 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  has  produced  in 
more  than  ten  years.  Of  the  thirteen  Louisiana 
mills,  eleven  processed  cane  for  less  than  ninety 
days,  with  the  remaining  two  mills  completing 
their  seasons  in  less  than  ninety-five  days.  It 
appears  that  the  state  will  average  less  than  26 
tons  of  cane  per  harvested  acre.   For  the  2005 
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crop,  the  average  grower  will  produce  about 
5600  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre.  For  most,  with 
the  high  price  of  diesel  and  increased  cost  of 
other  inputs,  this  low  yield  will  not  cover  their 
production  costs. 

On  a  brighter  note,  other  than  those  fields  of 
plant  cane  that  were  covered  with  water  by 
Hurricane  Rita,  the  2006  plant  cane  crop  appears 
to  be  off  to  a  good  start.  Late-fall  and  early 
winter  has  been  warm  and  relatively  dry,  and  to 
this  date,  there  have  been  relatively  few  periods 
in  which  minimum  temperatures  have  dipped 
into  the  freezing  range.  Because  of  the  warm 
weather,  many  fields  of  plant  cane  and  stubble 
are  flushed  with  green  growth.  An  early  advance 
in  cane  growth  is  something  that  the  industry  has 
not  been  able  to  take  advantage  of  for  the  past 
couple  of  crops.  The  question  has  arisen  as  to 
what  to  do  with  this  year's  regrowth  in  seedcane 
fields  that  were  harvested  for  early  planting.  In 
the  stubble  fields  of  L  97-128,  the  amount  of 
regrowth  is  exceptional;  with  some  fields 
producing  2  to  3  ft.  of  joints  before  freezing 
temperatures  stopped  growth.  Throughout  the 
cane  belt,  the  League's  Agronomists  have 
checked  numerous  fields  of  exceptionally  tall 
cane,  and  are  finding  that  a  low  percentage  of 
growing  points  survived  the  minimum 
temperatures  of  the  past  months.  During  these 
observations,  it  was  also  noted  that  the  eyes  along 
stalks  were  not  frozen.  Most  growers  are 
expecting  to  remove  the  excessive  growth  by 
clipping.  Several  methods  for  removal  by 
clipping  are  being  discussed.  Some  growers 
intend  to  bush  hog  the  residue  and  then  burn  it, 
while  others  hope  to  burn  the  regrowth  in  place 
before  clipping.  Either  way  there  is  a  tremendous 
amount  of  material  to  be  disposed  of.  Research 
data  from  many  tests  have  indicated  that  all 
residue  (harvest  or  regrowth)  removal  should  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  February  if  yield  loses 
are  to  be  avoided. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  when  working  with 
LCP  85-384,  year  in  and  year  out,  researchers 
have  found  little  difference  in  yield  of  plant  cane 
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and  stubble  whether  the  regrowth  is  removed  or 
not.  This  has  been  true  even  in  years  where  cane 
has  developed  a  foot  or  more  of  jointed  regrowth. 
The  results  were  not  significantly  different 
whether  the  growth  was  shaved  at  ground  level, 
clipped  several  inches  above  ground  level,  or  left 
undipped. 

Ricky  Judice,  a  cane  grower  in  Iberia  Parish, 
has  taken  a  different  approach  to  removing  some 
of  his  L  97-128's  regrowth.  With  about  2  1/2 
feet  of  joints,  his  whole  stalk  harvester  was  able 
to  make  good  heap  rows  that  were  easily  loaded 
into  planting  wagons.  Ricky  planted  the  seedcane 
that  came  from  his  L  97-128's  regrowth  in  an 
old  stubble  field  that  was  harvested  early.  After 
the  early  harvest,  the  stubble  was  busted-out, 
rows  were  worked  up,  and  after  sub-soiling  the 
rows  remained  undisturbed  until  the  second  week 
in  January.  Even  though  there  was  little  rain 
during  December,  because  the  rows  were  setup 
three  months  prior  to  planting,  Ricky  is  of  the 
opinion  that  there  was  ample  moisture  for 
planting.  Not  sure  of  the  outcome,  Ricky  limited 
his  planting  to  3  acres,  but  is  hopeful  that  the 
late  planting  will  give  him  additional  acreage  of 
seedcane  of  the  new  variety. 

Perhaps  the  large  amount  of  early  growth  is  a 
good  omen  and  LCP  85-384  can  get  off  to  an 
early  start  and  produce  a  higher  tonnage  crop 
then  the  last  couple  of  years;  that  is,  if  rust  does 
not  jump  on  the  variety  as  in  previous  years.  For 
the  industry  as  a  whole,  because  of  numerous 
late  freezes  during  February  and  March  of  2005, 
rust  in  LCP  85-384  started  late  and  was  not  as 
severe  as  in  previous  years.  Unless  there  is  more 
freezing  weather  this  February  and  March,  the 
amount  of  green  cane  over  wintering  in  the  field 
may  allow  for  an  early  severe  outbreak  of  rust  in 
LCP  85-384. 

No  matter  what  the  outcome  of  this  year's  crop, 
many  growers  have  lost  confidence  in  LCP  85- 
384  and  its  acreage  will  drop  quickly.  As  growers 
rush  to  get  out  of  LCP  85-384,  there  are  three 
recently  released  varieties  that  look  promising 
for  planting  (Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  and  L 


97-128.)  A  handful  of  growers  report  they  were 
able  to  plant  their  entire  2005  planting  with 
HoCP  96-540.  This  variety  grows  very  tall; 
therefore,  even  in  2005  growers  were  able  to 
get  very  good  planting  ratios  with  it.  Because 
of  HoCP  96-540's  great  planting  ratios,  a 
number  of  growers  were  able  to  send  a  few  loads 
of  HoCP  96-540  to  the  mill.  Most  growers  are 
reporting  that  HoCP  96-540's  yields  were  in  the 
45-ton  plus  range.  Some  growers  have  reported 
producing  more  than  10,000  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  with  this  new  variety. 

In  outfield  test  data,  the  yields  of  sugar  per 
acre  for  all  of  the  newly  released  varieties  were 
greater  than  the  yields  of  LCP  85-384,  as  were 
the  yields  of  HoCP  91-555.  In  commercial 
fields,  HoCP  91-555  was  much  more  erect  than 
LCP  85-384  and  growers  reported  its  tonnage 
was  not  affected  by  the  hurricane  as  severely  as 
that  of  LCP  85-384. 


Additional  promising  news  can  be  found  in 
the  yield  results  for  the  two  varieties  (L  99-226 
and  L  99-233)  that  are  candidates  for  release  this 
year.  L  99-226  is  a  large  barrel,  high  tonnage, 
and  high  sucrose  cane  that  has  growth  similar  to 
CP  70-32 1 .  L  99-233  on  the  other  hand  is  a  small 
barrel  cane,  which  gets  off  to  a  quick  start,  and 
produces  good  sugar  per  ton.  Its  growth  pattern 
and  population  are  similar  to  LCP  85-384. 
Although  badly  lodged,  to  both  of  the  League's 
agronomists  surprise,  the  variety  harvested  well 
leaving  little  scrap.  Both  L  99-226  and  L  99- 
233  produced  much  more  tonnage  and  sugar  per 
acre  than  LCP  85-384. 

With  the  crop  off  to  an  early  start,  the  world 
market  price  on  the  increase,  and  new  high 
yielding  varieties  at  hand  and  others  in  the  near 
future,  the  outlook  for  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  is  improving. 


^ 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 

on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that 

our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's 

important  to  YOU! 


Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux!     (985)  446-9450 
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BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


** 
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Service 


Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 

Combines 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


This  is  what  makes  our  service  special! 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Lin 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Special  Session  Called 


Governor  Kathleen  Blanco  has  issued  a  call 
for  a  Special  Session  of  the  legislature 
to  be  held  to  consider  items  in  response 
to  storm  damage,  both  physical  and  political.  Her 
February  6  legislative  agenda  starts  with  levee 
district  reform  and  New  Orleans  political  system 
reform.  Congressional  sources  point  out  that  the 
awkward,  at  least  to  them,  system  of  multiple 
assessors,  sheriffs,  separate  traffic  courts  in  New 
Orleans  along  with  the  uncoordinated  levee 
district  system  across  coastal  Louisiana  has 
caused  concern  and  unnecessary  delays  in 
national  response  to  the  Louisiana  disaster.  It 
seems  that  Mississippi  and  Texas,  also  devastated 
by  the  storms,  are  faring  better  that  Louisiana. 

Levee  district  reform  was  a  hot  issue  in  the 
first  special  session  called  by  the  Governor. 
Various  attempts  to  consolidate  the  levee  boards 
were  caught  up  in  parochial  and  partisan  fights, 
and  the  net  result  was  zero;  although  debate  this 
charged  temperature  usually  creates  demand  for 
action  sooner  or  later.  It  seems  "sooner  or  later" 
is  here  with  the  Governor  and  Senator  Walter 
Boasso  (R-Chalmette),  the  lead  author  for  levee 
district  reform,  are  seemingly  in  agreement  on 
the  major  principles  of  the  reform  legislation. 
How  many  and  which  parishes  are  to  be  included 
are  still  up  for  discussion  with  Blanco  asking  for 
a  smaller  bunch  than  Boasso. 


Also  under  consideration  is  the  idea  of 
removing  the  politically  attractive  patronage  that 
comes  with  ownership  of  an  airport,  marinas  and 
recreation  areas  which  seem  to  dominate  the 
attention  of  the  Orleans  levee  board.  Boasso  feels 
this  is  a  distraction  for  the  main  mission  of  flood- 
control.  He  and  others  also  feel  it  could  be  a 
distraction  for  Congress  in  addressing  our  relief. 

Prior  to  the  storm  the  Orleans  Levee  District 
controlled  marinas  with  long  leases  for  boat 
houses  which  typically  leased  to  people  reputed 
to  be  connected  to  the  levee  district  board 
members.  Some  of  these  were  expensively 
remodeled  and  were  second  homes  to  those 
boaters  who  could  afford  them. 

Blanco  is  not  just  counting  on  levee  district 
reform  to  help  her  handle  the  problem.  She  has 
launched  the  Coastal  Protection  and  Restoration 
Authority,  commissioned  during  the  November 
special  legislative  session.  The  Commission  has 
been  assigned  the  mission  to  combine  the  state's 
oversight  of  coastal  restoration,  levees  and  water 
control  projects  under  one  panel.  The  group  will 
develop  a  state  policy  on  whether  to  close  or  seal 
off  the  Mississippi  River-Gulf  Outlet,  a 
transportation  channel  blamed  for  much  of  the 
St.  Bernard  parish  flooding  during  Katrina.  They 
are  also  expected  to  set  standards  for  awarding 
contracts,  levee  inspections,  maintenance  and  to 
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set  rules  for  enforcement  of  these  practices. 

Perhaps  more  controversial  than  levee  board 
reform,  will  be  the  proposals  for  reform  of  the 
Orleans  political  structure.  Orleans  has  seven 
assessors,  two  sheriffs,  two  separate  state  district 
courts,  a  separate  traffic  court  as  well  as  a  notarial 
archivist,  conveyance  registrar  and  mortgage 
recorder.  Only  a  few  other  parishes  have  separate 
juvenile  or  family  courts  and  about  a  dozen  cities 
have  city  or  municipal  courts. 

With  the  drastic  decline  in  population  in 
Orleans   and   the   very   uncertain   rate   of 


repopulation  all  of  this  structure  seems 
superfluous.  Some  of  the  changes  in  this  system, 
however,  will  require  constitutional  amendments 
requiring  a  2/3rds  vote  of  the  legislature  and  a 
successful  vote  of  the  people. 

In  the  November  special  session  and  in  this 
one  in  February  it  seems  that  the  main  focus  is 
New  Orleans  with  not  much  attention  paid  to  the 
equally  devastated  areas  in  southwest  Louisiana, 
and  very  little  action  regarding  the  losses 
sustained  by  agriculture. 


^VTECAST^ 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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•  LIGHTER  WEIGHT  >  <% 
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SIMPLE  if 
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CARRYING  (APACITYilllMif 


We  Offer  Up-Grades  for 
»Your  Existing  Planters. 1 


H  E  ARN I  <m  E  PLaWE  RS 


337.942.8180    -   2440  POWERS  STREET    -   OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 
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ITS  MORE  THAN  JUST 


STRAIGHT  ROWS! 


Contact  one  of  our  certified 

personnel  at  Sunshine 

Equipment  for  all  of  your 

Agricultural  Management 

Solution  needs! 


s 


Chip  Roussel 

Technical  Support 


Perry  Falcon 

Sales 


John  Deere 


Sunshine 


Donaldsonville 
1-800-526-7639 


Equipment  Co.,  inc.         Thibodaux 

1-888-527-2273 


Solid.  Stable.  Still  John  Deere 


15 


Classifieds  -  For  Sale 

Louviere  8ft.  Planter,  hyd.  disks,  grader  tires.  -  $8,750;  Orthman  Cultivator,  4-row,  off  bars, 
shedded,  clean  -  $5,800;  JD  7810  MFWD,  '02  PQuad,  1640  firs.,  single  20.8R42/16.9R30,  fenders, 
deluxe  cab  3scv's,  300  gal.  w/pump  and  monitor,  weights,  very  nice  -  $62,500.  Call  J.K.  Bordelon  at 
318-359-2222  (cell)  ,  3 18-985-2451  (home)  or  email  thefarm@cebridge.net. 

4  -  1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8  -  10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on  18.4  x  30" 
tires  -  $10,000  each;  Prime  Heavy  Duty  3-Row  Chopper,  3  years  old,  excellent  condition;  1998 
Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  337-302-4430  or  337-893-6001  (home). 

1999  Cameco  CH  2500  Combine,  has  1790  hrs,  complete  track  job  with  new  style  Berco  rollers, 
complete  elevator  overhaul  including  chain  and  sprockets;  10-  Davis  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $8,500  per 
wagon;  Heavy  Duty  Angle  Grader  Blade  with  guage  wheels  -  $3,500;  J  &  L  Drain  Cleaner  with 
converted  Prados  shafts  and  100  roller  chain;  6  Ft.  Servis  Shredder  with  rear  guage  wheel.  Call 
Fabian  LeMaire  at  337-519-1983  or  337-276-5975. 


(2)  Single  Row  Shavers,  1  with  wheels  and  1  without  -  $300  for  both;  18ft.  Do-all  Hydraulic  Fold 

-  $600;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Wagon  -  $1,500;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Single  Axle  Wagon 

-  $  1 ,000;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters  -  $  1 ,  200  each;  Thompson  3-row  with  offbars  and  fenders 
$2,400;  Thomson  4-row  -  $1,  000;  Hooded  Ditch  Bank  Sprayer  -  $800;  1  Single  row  subsoiler 

with  choppers  &  rollers  -  $1,000.  Call  (225)  717-0296  or  (225)  473-6162. 

Miscellaneous  Cane  Farm  Equipment  for  Sale.    Please  call  Wilson  Cavalier  at  225-644-8233 
(office),  225-921-7714  (cell)  or  225-473-3507  (home). 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


UAP 


DELTA 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


l« 


ol's  Re 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Alan  J.  Arcement 

"Your  Culvert  Connection" 

Metal  -  Plastic  Dual  Wall  -  PVC  Pipe 
Fittings  -  Drainage  Structures 


Phone:  (985)526-8973 
Email:  culvertconnection@yahoo.com 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

I  White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldson ville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 


THE  SUGAR  BUXUEITN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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A  complete  line  of 
tractors  including  high 
crop,  high  horsepower. 
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Austoft  7700  combine  with  new 

cleaning  system,  wide  front,  center 

mount  lift  cylinders  and  automatic 

height  sensing  basecutter. 
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and  service. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Buy  American! 


Editor 's  Note:  The  following  article  was  printed  in  the  January,  1933  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  I 
thought  it  was  interesting  that  while  our  industry  has  changed  dramatically  over  the  past  72  years, 
some  of  our  battles  have  not. 


Some  of  our  friends  have  instituted  the 
practice  of  printing  or  stamping  the  slogan 
"Buy  American"  on  their  stationary  and 
wherever  else  they  have  an  opportunity  to  put  it. 
The  United  States  comes  nearer  to  being  a  self- 
sufficient  country  than  any  other  in  the  world, 
and  we  are  incomparably  better  prepared  to  live 
up  to  this  advice  than  are  the  English,  whose 
recent  slogan  "Buy  British"  swept  Great  Britain 
like  a  prairie  fire  and  helped  amazingly  to 
stimulate  British  industry  in  all  lines.  By  all 
means,  let  us  "Buy  American"  to  the  very  limit 
of  the  possibilities  in  that  direction,  for  no  other 
single  step  can  do  more  to  start  up  industries  of 
all  kinds  in  the  United  States  and  put  men  back 
to  work  than  for  the  people  of  this  country  to 
confine  their  purchases,  as  far  as  is  reasonably 
possible,  to  articles  produced  and  made  at  home. 
A  strict  adherence  to  the  principle  would  work  a 
delightful  miracle. 

There  is  a  sort  of  incomprehensible  sentiment 
that  rumbles  out  of  the  dark  recesses  of  importers' 
warehouses,  and  is  printed  by  a  purblind  press, 
against  our  tariffs,  which  are  declared  to  paralyze 
business  between  our  country  and  other  countries 
and  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  our  industrial 


troubles,  but  there  is  no  well  to  do  family  in  the 
United  States  that  has  not  within  the  past  fortnight 
decorated  Christmas  trees  and  filled  stockings 
with  those  products  of  foreign  countries  in  such 
profusion  that  every  argument  as  to  the  tariff 
serving  to  paralyze  foreign  trade  falls  from  the 
very  weight  of  its  own  ridiculous  misconception. 
Our  search  for  electric  lights  to  put  on  Christmas 
trees  has  revealed  that  those  offered  cheapest  and 
in  the  greatest  quantity  are  made  in  Japan,  the 
stores  handling  such  lights  being  stocked  with 
them  in  vast  excess  of  any  other  kind.  The  toys 
bought  for  the  children  are  stamped  with  foreign 
marks  and  the  perfumes,  nick-nacks  and 
miscellaneous  gifts  of  every  description  likewise, 
until,  in  the  aggregate,  the  amount  of  money  sent 
out  of  the  United  States  just  to  pay  for  the 
Christmas  celebration  of  our  people  during  the 
last  two  weeks  would  probably  feed  and  clothe 
every  person  who  is  out  of  work  in  this  country 
for  a  month.  If  we  add  to  this  the  amount  sent 
abroad  every  day  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events 
we  see  a  fund  turned  over  to  foreigners  that,  if 
kept  at  home,  would  make  the  depression  a  joke. 
While  our  workmen  walk  the  streets  of  our  cities 
looking  for  work,  and  our  farmers  wonder  how 


>y  can  keep  their  homesteads  from  the  sheriff, 
every  port  in  the  United  States  from  Portland, 
Maine,  all  the  way  around  to  Portland,  Oregon, 
is  berthing  ships  loaded  to  the  gunnels  with 
foreign-made  commodities  and  by  purchasing 
them  we  are  paying  the  wages  of  the  foreigners 
who  made  them,  while  our  own  people  can  get 
no  wages  at  all. 

Governors  call  out  the  militia  to  close  United 
States  oil  wells  because  of  over-production,  while 
ships  loaded  with  foreign  oil  dock  unrestrainingly 
a  stone's  throw  away.  Ships  loaded  with  foreign 


sugar  steam  nonchalantly  up  the  Mississippi 
River  and  unload  and  sell  their  cargoes  while  the 
United  States  sugar  factories  and  sugar  refineries 
they  can  see  from  their  decks  go  through  the 
Gethsemane  of  a  paralyzed  market  with  its 
attendant  wage  cuts  and  discharges,  bringing 
distress  to  thousands  of  American  homes.  Similar 
examples  in  other  lines  could  be  cited  ad 
infinitum. 

Buy  American!  There  never  was  a  more  badly 
needed  war-cry  John  Paul  Jones  coined  the 
immortal  "I  have  just  begun  to  fight!" 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


CuacUita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Alan  J.  Arcement 

"Your  Culvert  Connection" 

Metal  -  Plastic  Dual  Wall  -  PVC  Pipe 
Fittings  -  Drainage  Structures 


Phone:  (985)526-8973 
Email:  culvertconnection@yahoo.com 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief 

Sugar  and  Rice  Hire  Former  Chairman  Combest 

House  Leadership  Change 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


T[he  President's  emergency  supplemental 
request  for  DOD  and  FEMA  is  expected 
to  be  sent  to  Congress  in  mid-February. 
A  hearing  on  the  request  is  likely  to  occur  before 
Congress  acts  on  the  request,  but  our  hope  is  that 
this  supplemental  appropriations  legislation  will 
begin  to  move  in  early  March. 

A  group  of  Senate  staff  for  disaster-hit  states 
have  been  meeting  to  prepare  for  the  inclusion 
of  a  bipartisan  package  of  agricultural  disaster 
provisions  as  a  part  of  the  supplemental 
legislation.  We  will  work  closely  with  the 
delegation  and  the  other  hard-hit  regions  of  the 
country  to  push  for  inclusion  of  this  package  in 
the  legislative  response  to  the  President's 
emergency  request. 

Sugar  and  Rice  Hire  Former  Chairman 
Combest 

The  sugar  and  rice  industries  have  added 
former  House  Agriculture  Chairman  Larry 
Combest  (R-TX)  to  their  respective  teams  for 
the  upcoming  farm  bill.  Combest  was  a 
tenacious,  outstanding  legislator  who  showed 
tremendous  leadership  in  2001  when  he  pushed 
the    farm    bill    through    the    House    of 


Representatives  despite  the  initial  opposition  of 
the  Administration  and  the  House  leadership.  His 
relationships  with  House  and  Senate  leadership 
will  be  invaluable  to  our  industry  as  we  prepare 
for  the  upcoming  farm  bill  fight. 

I  am  pleased  that  we  will  work  with  Chairman 
Combest  during  this  difficult  fight  and  I  am 
especially  pleased  to  see  that  sugar  and  rice,  two 
groups  of  vital  importance  to  Louisiana's 
economic  well-being,  will  be  able  to  tap  into  his 
vast  reservoir  of  experience.  With  agriculture 
under  attack  from  so  many  different  directions, 
and  with  Louisiana  still  reeling  from  the 
hurricanes  of  last  year,  it  is  essential  that  we  work 
together  over  the  next  few  months  to  ensure  that 
our  farmers  have  a  viable  farm  safety  net  in  place. 

House  Leadership  Change 

The  elevation  of  Rep.  John  Boehner  (R-OH) 
to  the  Majority  Leader  position  in  the  House  may 
result  in  noticeable  changes  in  style,  but  the  jury 
is  still  out  on  what  impact  this  might  have  on  farm, 
trade  and  disaster  assistance  policies.  Rep. 
Boehner's  background  on  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee,  including  a  stint  as  Vice-Chairman 
of  that  committee  during  the  last  farm  bill,  may 


be  a  double-edged  sword.  While  the  new 
Majority  Leader  will  clearly  have  a  better  grasp 
of  farm  policy  issues,  this  does  not  mean  that 
he  will  be  more  sensitive  to  our  policy 
objectives. 

Rep.  Boehner  has  been  a  strong  advocate  for 
sweeping  changes  to  US  farm  policy,  including 
solid  support  for  the  1996  farm  bill  (Freedom 
to  Farm),  which  called  for  a  decoupling  of  farm 
program  payments  from  production.  On  the 
other  hand,  his  leadership  style  seems  to  be  more 
inclusive  than  the  recent  leadership  team  and 
committee  chairmen  are  expected  to  wield  more 
authority  over  their  committees  than  had  been 
the  case  under  Majority  Leader  Tom  DeLay  (R- 
TX). 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  February  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 


(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
2005/06  production  was  decreased  to  7,589,000 
short  tons  (raw  value)  from  7,593,000  tons,  with 
beet  production  increased  to  4,458,000  tons 
from  4,435,000  tons,  and  cane  production 
decreased  to  3,131,000  tons  from  3,158,000 
tons.  Louisiana's  production  was  unchanged  at 
1 ,263,000  tons,  while  Florida's  production  was 
reduced  to  1,428,000  tons  from  1,455,000  tons 
last  month.  Imports  are  raised  to  3,090,000  tons 
from  2,770,000  tons  as  a  result  of  the  latest 
USDA  announcement  to  increase  refined 
imports.  Total  supply  rises  to  12,026,000  tons 
from  1 1 ,7 10,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries  are 
lowered  to  10,190,000  tons  from  10,215,000 
tons,  and  total  use  was  lowered  to  10,365,000 
tons  from  10,390,000  tons  last  month.  As  a 
result,  ending  stocks  are  raised  to  1 ,661 ,000  tons 
from  1,320,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  rose  to  16  percent  from  12.7  percent 
last  month. 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  Rd.,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  Can  help  you  Survive  Managed  by: 

by  Cutting  COSts!  Grace  and  Maggie 


Count  on  Karmex®  XP  herbicide 

for  more  control,  more  convenience  —  and  less  hassle 


As  a  sugarcane  grower,  you  always 
work  hard  to  make  a  profitable  crop, 
and  you  expect  your  herbicide  to 
work  just  as  hard. 

Count  on  DuPont  to  continually 
improve  herbicides  that  fit  your  crop 
and  your  bottom  line.  New  Karmex® 
XP  delivers  the  broad-spectrum 
control  you've  grown  accustomed  to 
with  the  same  active  ingredients  as 
Karmex®  or  Direx®  80DF.  Now,  we've 
made  this  reliable  standard  even 
better  with  our  XP  technology. 

More  accuracy.  Sometimes  it's  easy 
to  apply  too  much  or  too  little  product, 
and  both  mistakes  can  cost  you 
money.  The  high-tech  XP  formulation 
process  results  in  granules  that  are 
more  uniform  in  size  and  easier  to 
measure  precisely. 


Less  Applicator  Exposure.  Karmex® 
XP  has  little  or  no  dust,  can  be 
measured  more  accurately  and 
mixes  faster  and  more  completely 
than  dry  flowable  herbicides. 

More  flexibility.  Unpredictable 
weather  is  always  the  wild  card  when 
spraying  herbicides.  Karmex®  XP 
granules  suspend  in  solution  faster 
and  resuspend  in  solution  more 
completely  after  a  rain  or  wind  delay. 
Sugarcane  production  is  a  challenging 
business.  Growers  who  succeed  are 
the  ones  who  not  only  work  hard, 
but  also  work  smart.  This  season, 
make  the  smart  choice  and  put  the 
proven  performance  of  Karmex®  XP 
herbicide  to  work  in  your  fields. 

For  more  information,  please 
see  your  local  retailer  or  visit 
cropprotection.dupont.com. 


The  miracles  of  science" 


Always  read  and  follow  all  label  directions  and  precautions  for  use.  The  DuPont  Oval  Logo,  DuPont™,  The  mira- 
cles of  science™,  Direx®  and  Karmex®  are  trademarks  or  registered  trademarks  of  DuPont  or  its  affiliates. 
Copyright®  2006  E.I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company  All  Rights  Reserved.  SPEHB002802P335AVA 


Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1"0  /  /  ■Ot-0"L/\TN  JJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisian  alan  dbank.  com . 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


2006  Sugarcane  Fertilizer  Recommendations 


With  the  low  yielding  crops  of  2004  and 
2005  and  the  additional  increase  in 
the  cost  of  all  production  inputs,  many 
growers  are  considering  various  ways  of  saving 
a  few  dollars  and  still  maximizing  production. 
A  number  of  growers  are  closely  examining  both 
their  fertilizer  and  herbicide  programs.  The 
range  and  choices  of  herbicide  programs  are  too 
varied  for  a  complete  discussion  in  this  article, 
but  a  few  suggestions  from  those  who  are  doing 
weed  research  are: 

•  Calibrate  spray-rigs  so  that  the  correct 
amount  of  chemical  is  applied  per  acre 
and  per  row 

•  Apply  the  correct  herbicide  for  the 
weed  problem  -  at  the  time  when  it  is 
needed 

•  Apply  herbicide  in  a  timely  manner  - 
do  not  let  the  weeds  get  too  advanced 

•  Look  at  the  mid-range  of  the 
recommended  rate  for  each  herbicide 
-  do  not  go  to  the  extremes  at  either 
end 

•  Look  for  programs  that  will  give  the 
same  weed  control,  but  are  less 
expensive 


•  For  the  latest  research  based 
information,  visit  the  LSU  AgCenter's 
web  sight  at  www.lsuagcenter.com. 

Even  with  the  sub-freezing  temperature  during 
the  second  week  of  February,  there  is  still  a  good 
amount  of  green  cane  in  the  belt.  If  the  cane 
remains  green  through  mid-March,  as  usual, 
some  growers  will  get  "the  urge"  and  break  out 
their  fertilizer-rigs.  As  is  stated  in  the  following 
2006  recommendations  for  sugarcane 
fertilization,  "research  has  shown  that  optimal 
N  utilization  occurs  when  the  crop  is  actively 
growing  and  fertilizer  is  applied  after  April 
15."  Again  in  these  economically  challenged 
times,  every  cost  saving  advantage  must  be 
taken. 

The  following  is  prepared  by  Dr.  Benjamin 
L.  Legendre,  Sugarcane  Specialist  &  Professor, 
LSU  Ag  Center,  from  information  obtained  from 
research  conducted  by  Drs.  Chuck  Kennedy, 
Sonny  Viator,  Jim  Wang  and  Jeff  Hoy  of  the  LSU 
Ag  Center,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  and  Drs.  Rich  Johnson,  Mike  Grisham 
and  Edward  Richard,  Jr.,  and  in  cooperation  with 
County  Agents,  Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service. 


FERTILIZER  RECOMMENDATIONS  -  2006 


NITROGEN  (N)  (lb/A) 

Previous  Recommendations  (Prior  to  2004)* 

Light  soil Heavy  soil 

Plant  cane  80-  100  100-  120 

Stubble  cane  1 20  -  1 40  1 40  -  1 60 

*  Based  on  300  tests  over  a  26-year  period  (1953-1979)  with  older  varieties  that  did  not  include 
LCP  85-384. 

Preliminary  results  with  LCP  85-384  indicated  that  the  above  rates  might  be  excessive.  Subsequent 
experimentation  conducted  from  2001-2005  verified  that  optimal  yields  for  LCP  85-384  are  obtained 
at  lower  N  rates. 

Current  Recommendations 

Light  soil Heavy  soil 

Plant  cane                            60  -  80  80  -  100 

Stubble  cane 80  -  100 100-120 

•  Based  on  18  tests  over  a  5-year  period  (2001-2005)  with  LCP  85-384.  In  all  cases,  less  N 
was  required  for  optimal  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  than  previously  recommended.  The  relative 
response  of  LCP  85-384  and  other  varieties  was  similar  in  recent  experiments  indicating 
similar  recommendations,  but  further  study  is  required. 

•  Using  N  fertilizer  rates  higher  than  recommended  as  'insurance'  may  not  be  cost  effective 
in  the  long  term,  especially  with  the  high  cost  of  N. 

•  Alternatives?  Time  N  application  when  crop  is  actively  growing;  do  not  fertilize  too  early. 
Previous  research  has  shown  that  optimal  N  utilization  occurs  when  the  crop  is  actively 
growing  and  fertilizer  is  applied  after  April  15.  One  can  hedge  early  applications,  i.e.  prior 
to  early  March,  with  the  use  of  time-released  N  forms  that  are  more  costly.  If  N  is  applied 
before  crop  is  actively  growing,  consider  monitoring  leaf  N  status  until  jointing  occurs. 

•  According  to  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy,  LSU  Ag  Center,  there  is  insufficient  data  to  show  how  fertility, 
especially  N,  and  rust  interact;  however,  it  appears  that  high  N  fertility  can  lead  to  more 
severe  rust.  Therefore,  by  using  the  lower  N  rates  could  possibly  reduce  rust  incidence. 
Research  conducted  by  Drs.  Rich  Johnson,  Mike  Grisham  and  Ed  Richard,  Jr.,  USDA- 
ARS,  Houma,  in  2005  show  that  there  might  also  be  an  association  of  rust  severity  and  soil 
phosphorous  and  sulfur  levels. 

POTASSIUM  (K20)  (lb/A) 

Current  Recommendations 

Soil  test Plant-cane Stubble-cane 

140 

120 

80 

0 

0_ 

10 


Very  low 

120 

Low 

110 

Medium 

80 

High 

0 

Verv  high 

0 

Recommendations  are  based  on  results  of  soil  tests.  Sugarcane  utilizes  approximately  3 
lb  of  K  per  ton  of  cane  with  availability  dependent  upon  soil  type. 

PHOSPHOROUS  (P  O  _)  (lb/A) 


Current  Recommendations 

Soil  test 

Plant 

-cane 

Stubble-cane 

Very  low 

50 

60 

Low 

45 

50 

Medium 

40 

40 

High 

0 

0 

Very  high 

0 

0 

Recommendations  are  based  on  results  of  soil  tests.  Sugarcane  utilizes  approximately  1  lb 

of  P  per  ton  of  cane  with  availability  dependent  upon  soil  pH  &  type. 

Tests  conducted  by  USDA-ARS  on  LCP  85-384  at  three  locations  in  2005  showed  no 

response  in  either  tons  cane  per  acre  or  recoverable  sugar  per  acre  to  phosphorous  fertilization 

even  though  soil  tests  showed  that  soils  were  low  in  phosphorous. 

A  small  pot  study  indicated  that  LCP  85-384  produced  more  vegetation  per  increment  of 

phosphorous  taken  up  when  compared  to  the  older  variety  CP  70-321.    This  indicated 

better  use-efficiency  of  available  P  by  LCP  85-384  than  some  other  varieties. 


SULFUR  (S)  (lb/A) 
Current  Recommendations 

Soil  test Plant-cane Stubble-cane 

Low  24  24 

High  0  0 

•      Recommendations  are  based  on  results  of  soil  tests.  Sulfur  is  generally  recommended 
for  medium-heavy  to  heavy  textured  soils  only. 

MICRONUTRIENTS 

Zinc  (Zn)  and  Copper  (Cu):  Apply  only  if  soil  tests  or  tissue  analyses  indicate  deficiencies.  There 
are  no  specific  recommendations  for  applying  either  Zn  or  Cu;  however,  tests  conducted  in  2003 
suggest  that  silt  loam  soils  testing  low  in  Zn  and  Cu  did  show  a  significant  yield  response  with 
additions  of  4  lb/ A  of  Zn  and  2  lb/A  of  Cu  as  sulfates.  However,  tests  conducted  in  2004  did  not 
show  the  same  responses  when  applied  as  chlorides. 

Silica  (Si):  In  the  first  of  two  experiments  reported  in  2004,  plots  receiving  calcium  silica  slag  at  the 
rate  of  2  tons  per  acre  produced  higher  amounts  of  sugar  and  cane  per  acre  as  an  average  of  plant- 
cane  and  three  stubble  crops  when  compared  to  the  control  and  limed  plots.  The  additional  3,320  lb 
of  sugar/A  over  the  four  years  clearly  justifies  the  cost  of  silicate  slag  application  at  2  tons/A.  In  a 
second  experiment  initiated  in  2002,  the  results  were  not  as  striking  in  plant  cane;  however,  there 
was  a  significant  increase  in  both  sugar  and  cane/A  in  the  first-stubble  crop.  It  appeared  that  the 
positive  response  of  silica  slag  carried  over  into  the  second-stubble  crop  harvested  in  2005.  In  both 
studies,  the  level  of  silica  was  measured  at  60-63  ppm  (acetic  acid  extracted)  which  is  considered 
low  by  industry  standards.   Both  experiments  were  conducted  on  a  silt  loam  soil.   However,  the 
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concentration  of  Si  in  Louisiana  mineral  soils  has  not  been  directly  correlated  with  the  need  for  Si 
fertilization;  therefore,  there  are  no  specific  recommendations  for  the  use  of  silica  in  Louisiana 
at  this  time. 

LIMING 

Experiments  and  experience  show  that  the  proper  use  of  lime,  where  needed,  consistently  results  in 
higher  yields.  The  best  method  of  checking  lime  requirements  is  to  conduct  soil  tests.  Liming  is 
primarily  a  method  of  correcting  soil  acidity,  but  there  are  several  other  benefits  to  include: 

•  Supplies  calcium,  an  essential  plant  food  element. 

•  Promotes  desirable  bacterial  activity. 

•  Improves  the  structure  of  heavy  soils. 

•  Improves  availability  of  other  plant  food  elements. 

•  Helps  fertilizer  work. 

Soil  pH  is  the  most  important  single  influence  over  the  availability  of  plant  food  elements  to 
growing  crops  and  thus  the  efficiency  with  which  crops  make  use  of  fertilizers.  Recent  studies 
by  USDA-ARS  indicate  that  uniform  and  variable  rate  lime  application  improved  cane  and  sugar 
yields.  They  showed  that  variable  rate  lime  application  also  reduced  the  total  lime  applied  as  compared 
to  uniform  application. 

The  two  most  commonly  used  liming  materials  are  ground  agricultural  limestone  and  ground 
dolomitic  limestone.  Dolomitic  limestone  supplies  magnesium  as  well  as  calcium.  Calcium  silica 
slag  is  another  source  of  liming  material  containing  silica. 
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CLOSE 
SALE 


LARGE  AUCTION 
ST.  MARTINVILLE,  LA 


CLOSE 
SALE 


Saturday,  March  18,  2006 


10:00  a.m. 


Note:  Mr.  Nolan  (Noonie)  Duplantis  &  Son  Farm  has  retired  from  his  farm  operation  and  will 
sell  his  SUPER  CLEAN  Equipment.  This  Equipment  has  been  shedded  and  well  main- 
tained, real  nice  and  in  excellent  condition. 

Location:  From  Lafayette,  LA  head  S.W.  on  Hwy.  90.  Go  to  Jet.  92,  take  left;  go  approx. 
1  mile,  take  right  on  Hwy.  92,  then  a  left  on  92.  Go  straight  til  Jet.  31 ,  take  right,  go  2.8  mi. 
to  sale  site. 

Auctioneer  Note:  "NO  BUYER  FEE"  -  $25.00  title  fee  to  buyer  per  title;  lunch  available. 


JD  8400  FWA  C/A  w/Duals 

JD  7810  C/A  Duals  4x4 

JD  7810  C/A  Duals  Power/Sh. 

JD  7510  C/A  4x4  Quad/Pwer 

(4)  JD  4255  C/A  Hi-Crop 

JD  4440  C/4  Post  Hi-Crop 

Amco  J-43  Offset  1 8' 

JD  3-Row  Hipper  w/  Chem.  Tank 

Cameco  3-Row  Off  Bar 

Spray  Rig  w/  Snyder  Tank  5-row 

JD  Chisel  Plow  w/Row  Openers 

JD  3-Row  Choppers  &  Culti. 

JD  3-Row  Buster  w/Row  Markers 

'91  GMC  Silverado  P/Up 

Utility  Trailer  16' 


'01  Cameco  2500  Combine 

12.5  liter  w/JD  Engine 
(3)  Louviere  Auto  Cane  Planter 

w/Running  Gears 
7  Sets  -  Bayou  Service  Cane  Wagons 

w/new  style  heavy  duty  axles 
Combine  Trailer 
JD  Shredder  3-Row  Cane  Loader 

w/JD  Power  unit  on  Ford  Tandam 
JD  3-Row  Subsoiler 
Water  Leveler  12' 
'89  Chev.  2500  P/Up 
Side  Mount  Ditcher 
3-row  Busters 
Misc.  Cane  Wagon  Rims 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS:  Ford  Tractor  Truck  9,000  (salvage);  IH  Cabover  (salvage); 
2  Wheel  Iron  Trailer;  JD  Disc  14'  (needs  repairs);  (3)  Large  Culverts;  Backhoe  Attach- 
ment w/bucket;   (2)  Sm.  Chem.  Tanks;   Saddle  Tanks  250  gal.;   (2)  Fert.  Plastic  Tanks 
200  gal.;   (5)  Quick  Hitches  ;  Cane  Shaver  (for  Parts);  3-row  Spray  Rig;   1-Row  Single 
Bar;   (4)  3pt.  quick  hitch  attach;  Offset  Ditcher;  (2)   3-Row  Chopper  Frames;  Stainless 
Steel  Tank  250  Gal.;  Lincoln  Welder;  Ford  F100  P/Up  (salvage);   Iron  Wheels;   Set  of 
JD  Weights;   Old  Cane  Wagon;  Miss,  pile  of  tires,  disc  blads,  chisel  sks,  off  bar  attach, 
blade  sweeps,  and  much  more. 


Conducted  By: 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc. 

Auctioneer:    Ivan  L.  Fontenot  -  LA  Lie.  #650-06  (Certified  Farm  Equipment  Appraiser) 

4527  Hwy.  167,  Opelousas,  LA  70570  - 1-866-351-6300  -  Cell  337/831-2667  -Res.  337/363-6937 

The  equipment  listed  in  this  ad  has  been  listed  from  sources  deemed  reliable.    Cajun  Auction 

Company,  Inc.  cannot  and  does  not  guarantee  its  accurace.    Each  piece  has  been  consigned  to  the 

sale  by  the  owner,  but  Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc.  assumes  no  responsibility  for  an  item  not  at  the 

sale  site  due  to  circumstances  beyond  our  control.   AH  items  are  sold  as  is  where  is. 


Upcoming  Auctions: 


Saturday,  March  25,  2006  -  Washington,  LA 
Saturday,  April  8,  2006  -  Erwinville,  LA 
Early  Consignment  -  JD  4250  C/A  Hi-Crop 
JD  4430  4Post  Hi-Crop,  Excellent  Condition 
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2006  (2004  CROP)  LOUISIANA  SUGARCANE 
HIGH  YIELD  AWARD  WINNERS 


Rank  Grower 

1 .  Ricky  Rivet 

2.  Charles  G.  Landry  &  Sons,  Inc. 

3.  Engemann  Farms 

4.  John  Broussard,  III 

5.  Martin  &  Poche,  Inc. 

6.  Blanchard  Farms,  Inc. 

7.  Robert  Morris 

8.  Sugar  Haven  Farms,  Inc. 

9.  Triple  K  &  M  Farms,  Inc. 

10.  Four  Oaks  Farm 

1 1 .  Landry  Farms 

12.  SJM  Farms,  Inc. 

13.  R  &  R  Farms,  Inc. 

14.  Mire's  Farm 

1 5 .  Gerald  Thibodeaux  Farms ,  Inc . 

16.  Dupre  &  Landry  Farms,  Inc. 

17.  Woods  Farm,  Inc. 

1 8.  Trinity  Farms,  Inc. 

19.  Frank  Pearce,  Jr.  &  Sons  Farms 

20.  Carmouche  Planting  Co.,  Inc. 


Acres 

286.2 

1,930.7 

1,279.5 

134.1 

677.8 

673.1 

1,103.5 

1,037.8 

134.8 

842.6 

972.5 

394.8 

632.9 

329.1 

840.8 

656.3 

1,711.5 

1,012.5 

1,960.7 

1,016.5 


S/A 
8,137 
7,748 
7,697 
7,046 
7,035 
6,975 
6,759 
6,667 
6,644 
6,583 
6,498 
6,471 
6,455 
6,450 
6,421 
6,364 
6,359 
6,326 
6,304 
6,279 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 
It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


n 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 
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DISTRICT  WINNERS 
1st  &  2nd  Place  Winners 


TECHE  DISTRICT 


Category 

Acres 

1st  Place  Winner 

I 

100-299.9 

John  Broussard,  III 

II 

300-699.9 

Irish  Bend  Planting  ,  Inc 

III 

700-1,499.9 

Blanchard  Brothers,  Inc. 

IV 

1,500+ 

Freyou  Farms,  Inc. 

2nd  Place  Winner 

Lenny  Vaughn,  Jr. 
Too  Sweet  Sugar  Farm,  Inc. 
B.J.  LeJeune  Farm 
Square  B  Farms,  Inc. 


RIVER/  BAYOU  LAFOURCHE  DISTRICT 


Category 

Acres 

1st  Place  Winner 

I 

100-299.9 

Triple  K  &  M  Farms,  Inc 

II 

300-699.9 

Martin  &  Poche,  Inc. 

III 

700-1,499.9 

Sugar  Haven  Farms,  Inc. 

IV 

1,500+ 

Woods  Farms,  Inc. 

2nd  Place  Winner 

Robichaux  Farms,  Inc. 
Blanchard  Farms,  Inc. 
Landry  Farms 
Frank  Pearce,  Jr.  &  Sons  Farm 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT 


Category 

Acres 

1st  Place  Winner 

2nd  Place  Winner 

I 

100-299.9 

Ricky  Rivet 

Trabeaux  Farms 

II 

300-699.9 

Dale  A.  Purpera 

Flint  Langlois 

III 

700-1,499.9 

Engemann  Farms 

Robert  Morris 

IV 

1,500+ 

Charles  G.  Landry  &  Sons, 

Inc. 

Joe  Beaud,  III 

PARISH  WINNERS 


Parish 

Ascension 

Assumption 

Iberia 

Iberville 

Lafourche 

St.  Charles 

St.  James 

St.  John 

St.  Martin 

St.  Mary 

Point  Coupee 

Terrebonne 

West  Baton  Rouge 


Grower 

Sugar  Haven  Farms,  Inc. 

Blanchard  Farms,  Inc. 

BJ.  LeJeune  Farm 

Frank  Pearce,  Jr.  &  Sons  Farm 

Mire's  Farm 

Big  D  Farms 

Martin  &  Poche,  Inc. 

Winsley  St.  Pierre  &  Sons 

Melancon  Sugarcane  Farms 

John  Broussard,  III, 

Rickey  Rivet 

Triple  K  &  M  Farms,  Inc. 

Charles  G  Landry  &  Sons,  Inc. 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


4  -  1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8  -  10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on  18.4  x  30" 
tires  -  $10,000  each;  Prime  Heavy  Duty  3-Row  Chopper,  3  years  old,  excellent  condition;  1998 
Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  337-302-4430  or  337-893-6001  (home). 

(2)  Single  Row  Shavers,  1  with  wheels  and  1  without  -  $300  for  both;  18ft.  Do-all  Hydraulic  Fold 

-  $600;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Wagon  -  $1,500;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Single  Axle  Wagon 

-  $1,000;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters  -  $1,  200  each;  Thompson  3-row  with  offbars  and  fenders 

-  $2,400;  Thomson  4-row  -  $1,  000;  Hooded  Ditch  Bank  Sprayer  -  $800;  1  Single  row  subsoiler 

with  choppers  &  rollers  -  $1,000.  Call  (225)  717-0296  or  (225)  473-6162. 

1  used  20"  Lo-Lift  Brand  Drainage  Pump  w/electric  motor.  Good  Condition.  Call  985-575-3438 

1996  Cameco  Chopper  Harvester,  good  undercarriage  -  $30,000;  1996  Kumatso  200-6  track 
mounted  Excavator  with  cane  grabs  -  $40,000;  7'x27'  Continuous  Feed  Planter  with  Hearne 
valve  -  $15,000;  4  Trans-load  Billet  Wagons,  2  axle  @  $2,800;  5  Rear  Dump  Road  Trailers  @ 
$3,000;  7400  Hi-Crop  Tractor -$12,000;  Weigh  Boy  Truck  Scale  -  $10,000.  Call  318-201-5790 
or  318-346-2166. 

Miscellaneous  Cane  Farm  Equipment  for  Sale.  Please  call  Wilson  Cavalier  at  225-644-8233 
(office),  225-921-7714  (cell)  or  225-473-3507  (home). 


Farm  Works  Software 


M$       J 


P&1M 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (License#65M6) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser  #01249 


-*ff  E  CAS^ 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 


K  O  o 

5* 

PROF 
NIZAT 
OSTA 

AID 

3  -z. 

CO  i_ 

z  <  a-  CL 

E^ 

o  D 

H  Q_ 

0) 


&X)  PQ 

oo  pq 

fi   o 


o 
m 
o 
o 

< 

x' 

O 
X) 

is 


CD 

C 

ID 
C 

U 
X 

UJ 

<rf 

I 

CO 

in 

i 

D 

tti 

CI 

CO 

i 
in 

-J  ' 

c 
o 

O 

r- 

5 

T3 

un 

UJ 

c 

01 
CO 
-J 

01 

2 

o 

in 

X 

1 

c 

01 

> 
o 

,.j 
en 

o 

% 

CCS 

tf 

H 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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Count  on  Karmex @  XP  herbicide 

for  more  control,  more   convenience  —  and  less  hassle 


As  a  sugarcane  grower,  you  always 
work  hard  to  make  a  profitable  crop, 
and  you  expect  your  herbicide  to 
work  just  as  hard. 

Count  on  DuPont  to  continually 
improve  herbicides  that  fit  your  crop 
and  your  bottom  line.  New  Karmex® 
XP  delivers  the  broad-spectrum 
control  you've  grown  accustomed  to 
with  the  same  active  ingredients  as 
Karmex"  or  Direx"  80DF.  Now,  we've 
made  this  reliable  standard  even 
better  with  our  XP  technology. 

More  accuracy  .  Sometimes  it's  easy 
to  apply  too  much  or  too  little  product, 
and  both  mistakes  can  cost  you 
money.  The  high-tech  XP  formulation 
process  results  in  granules  that  are 
more  uniform  in  size  and  easier  to 
measure  precisely. 


Less  Applicator  Exposure   .  Karmex9 
XP  has  little  or  no  dust,  can  be 
measured  more  accurately  and 
mixes  faster  and  more  completely 
than  dry  flowable  herbicides. 

More  flexibility   .Unpredictable 
weather  is  always  the  wild  card  when 
spraying  herbicides.  Karmex s  XP 
granules  suspend  in  solution  faster 
and  resuspend  in  solution  more 
completely  after  a  rain  or  wind  delay. 
Sugarcane  production  is  a  challenging 
business.  Growers  who  succeed  are 
the  ones  who  not  only  work  hard, 
but  also  work  smart.  This  season, 
make  the  smart  choice  and  put  the 
proven  performance  of  Karmex8"  XP 
herbicide  to  work  in  your  fields. 

For  more  information,  please 
see  your  local  retailer  or  visit 
cropprotection.dupont.com. 


The  miracles  of  science" 


Always  read  and  follow  all  label  directions  and  precautions  for  use.  The  DuPont  Oval  Logo,  DuPcjrRhe  mira- 
cles of  science™,  Direx'  and  Karmex1  are  trademarks  or  registered  trademarks  of  DuPont  or  its  affiliates. 
Copyright  2006  E.I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company  All  Rights  Reserved.  SPEHB002802P335AVA 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Annual  Meeting 

PAC  Improvement 

Call  Your  Congressman 


I"  extend  a  special  "Thank  You"  to  all  who 
attended  the  82nd  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  The  format 
of  this  year's  meeting  was  slightly  different  than 
in  prior  years.  This  allowed  us  to  focus  the 
majority  of  our  time  on  the  major  legislative 
issues  currently  facing  our  industry.  For  an 
update  on  the  information  covered  at  the  meeting 
I  encourage  you  to  read  this  month's  Washington 
Update. 

The  annual  meeting  also  provides  the  setting 
for  our  membership  to  elect  a  new  Board  of 
Directors.  This  year's  nominating  committee 
took  special  care  to  ensure  that  the  make-up  of 
our  board  equitably  represents  the  base  of  our 
membership.  The  inside  cover  of  the  Bulletin 
provides  the  names  of  all  the  directors  that  were 
elected  to  serve  on  this  year's  Board.  I  encourage, 
you  to  become  familiar  with  all  of  your  directors 
but  specially  those  grower  members  who  farm 
close  to  you.  Myself  and  the  staff  are  always 
ready  to  provide  you  with  information  and 
assistance,  but  we  receive  our  direction  from  your 
Board  of  Directors.  Engage  them  and  make  sure 
that  they  are  aware  of  your  thoughts  and  concerns. 
On  behalf  of  our  entire  membership  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  following  that  have 


completed  their  service  as  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors.  Jake  Giardina  1  year,  Dean  Gravois 
8  years,  Tony  Paris  10  years,  Cecil  Ramagos  2 
years,  and  Bobby  Roane  33  years  ....  When  you 
see  them,  thank  them  as  they  represent  54  years 
of  combined  service  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League. 

PAC  Improvement 

In  the  very  near  future  we  will  announce  a 
special  effort  to  improve  contributions  to  the 
League's  Political  Action  Committee.  Over  the 
past  several  years  our  levels  of  contributions  have 
slipped  substantially.  We  are  currently  working 
with  a  number  of  sources  to  make  sure  that  the 
campaign  that  we  design  is  within  the  regulatory 
guide  lines  established  by  the  Federal  Elections 
Commission.  Stay  tuned  to  find  out  how  you  can 
help  with  this  very  important  activity. 

Call  Your  Congressman 

I  urge  you,  your  family  and  friends  to  call  your 
congressmen  and  ask  for  their  support  of 
comprehensive  nationwide  emergency 
agricultural  disaster  assistance  that  will  soon  be 
moving  through  congress.  Encourage  them  to 
solicit  support  from  their  colleagues.    Virtually 


every  state  in  the  nation  has  been  impacted  due         Following  is  contact  information  for  the 
to  last  years  devastating  hurricanes,  fires,  floods,      Louisiana  delegation, 
excessive  moisture,  and  severe  drought. 


Louisiana  Congressional  Delegation 


The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 
The  Honorable 


Mary  Landrieu    (D) 
David  Vitter       (R) 
Bobby  Jindal  (R-lst) 
William  Jefferson  (D-2nd) 
Charlie  Melancon  (D-3rd) 
JimMcCrery  (R-4th) 
Rodney  Alexander  (R-5th) 
Richard  Baker    (R-6th) 
Charles  Boustany  (R-7th) 


202-224-5824 
202-224-4623 
202-225-3015 
202-225-6636 
202-225-4031 
202-225-2777 
202-225-8490 
202-225-3901 
202-225-2031 


202-224- 
202-228- 
202-226- 
202-225- 
202-226- 
202-225- 
202-225- 
202-225- 
202-225- 


9735  fax 
5061  fax 
0386  fax 
1988  fax 
3944  fax 
8039  fax 
5639  fax 
7313  fax 
5724  fax 


You're  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


r 

Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


■0V 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 


Mr.  PJ.  "Pete"  deGravelles 
Receives  President's  Award 

by  Craig  Caillier 

President 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Editor 's  Note:    Below  is  the  speech  given  by  League  President  Craig  Caillier  during  the  Annual 
Meeting  held  on  February  22,  2006. 


Members  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  and  Guests,  it  is  my  honor  to 
recognize  the  recipient  of  the  2006 
President's  Award,  Mr.  Pete  DeGravelles. 

Mr.  Pete  was  born  into  one  of  the  most 
recognized  and  distinguished  sugar  families  in 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Pete's  father,  the  late  P.  J. 
DeGravelles,  served  as  County  Agent  in  St.  Mary 
Parish  for  30  years  and  was  a  recognized  leader 
in  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  during  the  1930's, 
40's  and  50's.  Mr.  Pete  joined  his  father  in  a 
partnership  farming  120  acres  of  land  in  1950. 
The  business  was  expanded  and  eventually 
incorporated  as  Teche  Planting  Company  until 
1980,  when  it  was  sold  to  a  group  of  employees. 
For  many  years  during  this  time,  Mr.  Pete  was 
active  in  the  St.  Mary  Parish  Farm  Bureau, 
serving  as  President,  and  was  an  officer  and 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  St.  Mary 
Sugar  Co-op.  In  1976  he  was  chosen  as  King 
Sucrose  XXXV  (35)  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane 
Festival,  and  in  1979  he  was  selected  as  Man  of 
the  Year  in  Service  to  Louisiana  Agriculture  by 
Progressive  Farmer  Magazine,  just  to  name  a 
couple  of  the  esteemed  awards  he  received. 
Finally  in  1993,  Mr.  Pete  received  from  the 
Dwyer  Memorial  the  coveted  "Sugar  Man  of  the 
Year  for  1992." 

But  Mr.  Pete  was  more  than  just  a  sugar  cane 
farmer;  he  was  very  active  in  our  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  chairing  many  committees,  during 
his  tenure  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


He  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Employee 
Relations  Committee  where  he  was  the 
spokesman  for  Louisiana's  Sugar  Industry  on 
matters  pertaining  to  labor  and  legislation.  He 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Contact  Committee, 
which  co-ordinates  research  activities.  In  1976 
Mr.  Pete  served  as  President  of  the  Louisiana 
Division  of  the  American  Society  of  Sugar 
Technologists.  He  was  selected  to  serve  as 
Chairman  of  the  National  Legislative  Committee 
and  expertly  guided  our  industry  through 
National  Legislation  affecting  our  industry.  In 
1977  he  was  elected  the  29th  President  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  from  1988  to 
1993  he  served  as  General  Manager  of  the 
League. 

Mr.  Pete  was  our  distinguished  Leader  in 
Washington  D.C.  for  many  years  in  which  some 
of  the  most  difficult  debates  on  national 
sweetener  policies  took  place.  His  knowledge, 
leadership  and  compassion  guided  him  as  he 
helped  develop  the  strong  national  policy  in 
which  we  operate  under  today.  These  policies 
have  been  critical  to  the  many  parishes  in  which 
sugar  cane  is  grown  and  is  the  mainstay  of  the 
local  economy  as  it  has  been  for  past  generations 
and  will  be  for  future  generations. 

But  sugar  committees  and  activities  weren't 
the  only  thing  Mr.  Pete  was  involved  with.  He 
served  as  director  of  the  First  Commercial  Bank 
of  Franklin,  which  is  now  Hibernia  National 
Bank,  on  the  advisory  council  with  the  Federal 


Reserve  Bank  in  Atlanta,  and  for  two  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Business  Advisory  Council  to  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
System.  He  was  very  active  in  strengthening 
support  for  L.S.U.,  organizing  and  serving  as  the 
first  President  of  the  L.S.U.  Parents  Club,  and 
organized  and  served  as  Chairman  of  the  task 
force  that  created  the  L.S.U.  Agricultural 
Leadership  Program,  a  program  that  some  in  the 
audience  have  participated  in  and  are  well  aware 
of  the  benefits. 

The  list  of  accomplishments  just  mentioned 
would  challenge  those  of  superman,  but  there  is 
more.  Mr.  Pete  married  the  former  Mrs.  Jane 
Roane;  together,  they  have  raised  five  daughters 
Roane,  Judy,  Carol,  Renee  and  Diane,  and  have 
seven  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

Upon  his  retirement,  Mr.  Pete  and  Ms.  Jane 
moved  from  their  residence  in  Franklin,  Louisiana 
to  Lafayette,  Louisiana,  where,  once  again  Mr. 
Pete  went  to  work.  He  served  six  years  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Acadiana  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  played  a  large  part  in  promoting 
the  Arts  through  the  Heymann  Center.  Mr.  Pete 
served  four  years  as  a  board  member  of  the 
Greater  Lafayette  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
serving  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  in  2000.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
International  Trade  Development  Group  of 


LeCentre  International  De  Lafayette  holding  the 
position  of  Chairman  of  the  Board  for  four  years. 
Mr.  Pete  also  served  on  the  University  of 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette  Foundation  Board.  In 
2000  he  was  inducted  into  the  Louisiana  State 
University  Alumini  Hall  of  Distinction.  In 
February  2002,  Governor  Mike  Foster  appointed 
Mr.  Pete  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Louisiana 
Public  Facilities  Authority,  and  in  July  of  that 
same  year,  he  was  appointed  to  a  three  year  term 
on  the  Acadiana  Arts  Council  Board  serving  a 
number  of  years  as  Chairman  of  the 
Governmental  Affairs  Committee.  Mr.  Pete  was 
also  active  in  the  American  Diabetes  Association 
where  he  chaired  the  America's  Walk  for  Diabetes 
and  the  Diabetes  Association  Gold  Medal 
Evening. 

The  list  of  accomplishments  could  continue 
and  I  am  certain  that  many  of  you  have  your  own 
personal  experiences  that  could  be  shared.  Mr. 
Pete  is  a  very  special  person  and  has  affected 
many  in  this  audience.  For  those  who  never  knew 
Mr.  Pete,  please  share  in  honoring  the  man  who 
helped  shape  the  sugar  industry  that  we  know 
today.  Please  stand  and  join  me  in  presenting 
the  2006  President's  Award  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  to  Mr.  Pete  J.  DeGravelles. 
Receiving  the  award  are  his  daughters,  Roane  and 
Carol. 


Accepting  the  President's  award  for  Mr.  Pete  deGravelles  are 
his  daughters  Judy  Boutte  and  Roane  Risher  with  League  Presi- 
dent Craig  Caillier 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief 

Houma  Appropriations  Requested 

Farm  Bill  Extension  Possible 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  House  was  poised  to  bring  the 
emergency  supplemental  for  Iraq  and 
hurricane  relief  to  the  floor  in  mid-March 
after  two  failed  attempts  to  attach  agricultural 
disaster  language.  During  the  Appropriations 
Committee  markup  on  the  measure,  Rep.  Marion 
Berry  (D- AR)  offered  an  amendment  to  provide 
assistance  to  farmers  for  hurricane-  and  other 
weather-related  disasters.  The  amendment, 
which  included  $80  million  for  Louisiana 
sugarcane  assistance,  had  the  backing  of  all  of 
the  Democratic  members  of  the  committee, 
along  with  Rep.  Jo  Ann  Emerson  (R-MO),  but 
the  majority  opposed  the  measure. 

Once  the  bill  cleared  the  committee,  it  moved 
to  the  Rules  Committee,  where  Rep.  Charlie 
Melancon  (D-LA3)  sought  approval  to  bring  a 
Louisiana  agricultural  assistance  package  to  the 
floor  as  an  amendment.  The  Rules  Committee 
ruled  that  Melancon 's  amendment  was  out  of 
order,  denying  him  the  opportunity  to  bring  the 
amendment  up  during  consideration  of  the 
emergency  supplemental  package. 
Congressman  Melancon's  amendment  would 
have  provided  $282  million  for  Louisiana 
sugarcane  assistance. 


On  the  Senate  side,  Senator  Conrad  was 
poised  to  introduce  an  agricultural  assistance 
bill,  including  $120  million  in  Louisiana 
sugarcane  assistance,  in  mid-March.  We 
anticipate  that  the  bill  will  have  bipartisan 
support  and  that  the  bill  language  may  be  the 
basis  for  an  amendment  to  the  emergency 
supplemental  request  when  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  takes  that  measure 
up  in  early  April.  Senator  Conrad's  bill  provides 
assistance  to  the  Florida  and  Red  River  Valley 
sugar  industries  as  well. 

Representatives  from  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 
and  the  rice  industry  joined  us  in  meetings  with 
the  delegation  and  with  Senate  Appropriations 
Chairman  Cochran's  staff  in  early  March,  and 
we  are  working  closely  to  build  nationwide 
support  for  the  agricultural  assistance  package. 
We  anticipate  that  final  Senate  action  on  the 
emergency  supplemental  package  will  occur 
after  Easter  and  that  the  House  and  Senate 
conference  will  occur  in  late  April  and  May. 

Houma  Appropriations  Requested 

Mid-March  also  marked  the  beginning  of  the 
annual  appropriations  process  in  both  houses  of 


Congress.  We  have  urged  the  Louisiana 
delegation  to  continue  the  funding  of  the 
essential  research  programs  at  the  Houma 
laboratory  and  to  support  continued  funding  of 
the  construction  of  the  new  laboratory  facilities. 
Rep.  Rodney  Alexander  (R-LA5)  is  Louisiana's 
lone  representative  on  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee  and  we  will  work  closely  with  his 
staff  throughout  the  appropriations  process. 

Likewise,  we  will  be  working  with  Senator 
Mary  Landrieu,  who  is  on  the  Senate 
Appropriations  agricultural  subcommittee,  to 
maintain  Senate  support  for  the  research  and 
construction  projects.  It  is  with  mixed  feelings 
that  we  report  that  Jason  Schendle,  who  has 
worked  on  agricultural  and  appropriations 
matters  for  the  Senator  for  several  years,  will 
be  joining  the  private  sector  in  the  next  few  days. 
Jason  has  been  a  tireless  staffer  and  a  true 
champion  for  Louisiana's  agricultural  interests. 
We  wish  him  well  in  his  new  position  in  the 
private  sector. 

Farm  Bill  Extension  Possible 

With  trade  reports  suggesting  that  the  WTO 
negotiations  are  lagging  far  behind  schedule, 
there  is  growing  interest  in  legislation  to  extend 
the  current  farm  bill  at  least  until  such  time  as 
the  WTO  negotiations  are  concluded. 
Remembering  that  the  current  farm  bill  was 
approved  during  a  period  when  we  had  a 
budgetary  surplus,  and  acknowledging  that  the 
current  budget  deficit  is  at  historic  levels,  farm- 
state  legislators  and  farm  group  leaders  are 
beginning  to  warm  to  this  idea. 

The  farm  bill  authorization  process  can  be  a 
long  and  arduous  process,  and  the  current  budget 
situation  will  only  exacerbate  the  difficulties, 
so  many  Members  are  beginning  to  ask 
themselves  why  they  should  go  through  that 
difficult  process  next  year  and  then,  once  the 
WTO  negotiations  are  concluded,  have  to  start 
all  over  to  make  farm  programs  comply  with 
the  new  WTO  parameters.  Others  take  this  one 
step  further  and  note  that  completing  painful 
farm  program  reforms  now  will  leave  our 
negotiators  in  a  weaker  position,  while 
extending  the  current  farm  programs  until  the 


negotiations  are  completed  allows  them  to 
negotiate  from  a  position  of  strength. 

Rep.  Collin  Peterson  (D-MN)  has  introduced 
farm  bill  extension  legislation  that  has  been 
cosponsored  by  Rep.  Charlie  Melancon  and  the 
rest  of  the  Democratic  members  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Agriculture.  Rep.  Jo  Ann  Emerson 
(R-MO)  has  also  agreed  to  sponsor  the  Peterson 
bill.  Rep.  Mac  Thornberry  (R-TX)  has  offered  a 
slightly  different  bill  that  seems  to  be  gathering 
political  steam.  Rep.  Peterson  was  one  of  the 
first  people  to  cosponsor  Thornberry's  bill  and 
has  suggested  that  Thornberry's  bill  might  be 
better  than  his  own.  Rep.  Rodney  Alexander  has 
agreed  to  cosponsor  the  Thornberry  bill  and 
several  members  of  the  Louisiana  delegation  are 
taking  a  close  look  at  the  bill. 

As  this  proposal  is  discussed,  it  is  important 
to  keep  in  mind  that  there  are  ways  to  make  minor 
changes  to  the  sugar  provisions  affecting 
Louisiana  while  working  with  others  to  protect 
the  current  farm  bill  from  budgetary  and  political 
attacks  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  WTO 
negotiating  process. 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  March  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  production  was  decreased  to  7,536,000  short 
tons  (raw  value)  from  7,589,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  down  30,000  to  4,428,000  tons,  and 
cane  production  decreased  to  3,108,000  tons 
from  3,131 ,000  tons.  Louisiana's  production  was 
lowered  to  1,245,000  tons  from  1,263,000  tons, 
while  Florida's  production  was  unchanged  at 
1,428,000  tons.  Imports  are  unchanged  at 
3,090,000  tons.  Total  supply  fell  to  11,975,000 
tons  from  12,026,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries 
are  up  slightly  at  10,290,000  tons  from 
10,190,000  tons  due  to  an  increase  in  food 
deliveries,  and  total  use  was  increased  by  the 
same  amount  to  10,465,000  tons.  As  a  result, 
ending  stocks  are  lowered  to  1 ,5 10,000  tons  from 
1,661,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to-use 
ratio  falls  to  14.4  percent  from  16  percent  last 
month. 
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Izod  shirts  with  upturned  collars  and  loafers  with  shiny 
pennies  dominated  the  fashion  scene.  "Caddyshack"  and 
"Airplane"  graced  the  silver  screen.  John  Lennon  was 
shot  in  New  York,  and  a  nation  turned  to  "Dallas"  to  see 
who  shot  J.R.  A  first-class  stamp  cost  1 5C. 


And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43C. 
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California's  governor  was  playing  "Kindergarten  Cop." 
The  current  president  was  helping  run  a  professional 
baseball  team.  The  Cold  War  ended.  Nelson  Mandela 
was  freed  from  prison.  Gas  was  $  1 .1 6  a  gallon.  Stamps 
cost  25<. 


And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43C. 
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Things  looked  much  different.  Wardrobes  evolved,  polit- 
ical events  reshaped  the  world,  gas  prices  approached 
$3.00  a  gallon,  and  it  cost  37C  to  mail 
a  Christmas  card. 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43C. 
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loppers  in  other  countries  aren't  so  lucky.  T 
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I  nis  is  remarkable  considering  Hurricanes  Katri 
and  Wilma  wiped  out  a  chunk  of  America's  sua 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1~0  /  /  ■Ot-0".L/YTN  D  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 


www.  louisianalandbank. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
Mr.  Lloyd  Lauden 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  March  16, 
2006,  most  fields  of  plant  cane  and  first 
stubble  are  well  advanced  in  growth  and 
in  population.  Older  stubble  fields  of  ripener 
treated  cane  (second  and  older)  are  slower  to 
emerge.  With  the  slow  emergence  of  treated 
stubble  fields,  many  growers  are  looking  for 
alternate  ripeners  and  are  again  swearing  not  to 
apply  as  much  ripener  as  they  did  last  year. 

As  always,  there  are  exceptions  to  the  good 
stands  in  plant  cane  and  first  stubble.  Some  of 
the  cane  planted  during  the  6  to  8  weeks  of  no 
rain  that  followed  Hurricane  Rita  appear  to  be 
slow  in  establishing  acceptable  stands  and  in 
some  cases  cannot  be  kept.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  coastal  St.  Mary  and  Iberia  a  number  of 
flooded  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  (used  for 
seed)  fields  must  be  plowed  due  to  too  much 
water.  These  fields  were  completely  covered 
with  water  by  Rita's  storm  surge  for  more  than  6 
days  and  at  this  time,  there  are  no  signs  of  green 
cane.  One  grower  from  the  Bayou  Sale  area 
reports  that  out  of  about  275  acres  of  plant  cane, 
he  will  save  less  than  40.  Fortunately,  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  state's  growers  are  so 
adversely  affected. 

As  has  been  previously  reported,  HoCP  96- 
540  appears  to  be  very  sensitive  to  depth  of 
covering.  Again,  this  year  a  few  growers  are 
reporting  some  poor  stands  of  HoCP  96-540  in 
fields  of  coarse  sandy  soils.  In  some  fields  where 


the  soil  texture  varies  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
the  sandier  ends  invariably  are  covered  with  more 
soil.  In  checking  depth  of  coverage  in  some  of 
the  weaker  spots  in  HoCP  96-540,  it  appears  that 
an  inch  too  much  soil  on  HoCP  96-540  in  sandy 
soils  will  hamper  its  stands.  Throughout  its 
history  of  testing  in  the  Outfield,  HoCP  96-540 
has  produced  unimpressive  stands  early,  but  has 
always  produced  outstanding  yields  of  sugar  per 
acre.  Overall  most  growers  are  impressed  with 
what  they  see  in  fields  of  HoCP  96-540  and  L 
97-128,  and  are  expecting  great  results  from  both. 
With  exceptional  dry  and  warm  weather  in 
January,  February,  and  March,  most  cane  fields 
are  off  to  a  booming  start.  Additionally  due  to 
the  dry  fields  during  the  2005  harvest,  most  fields 
required  only  one  cultivation  in  preparation  for 
fertilizer  and  herbicide  application.  In  the  last  3 
or  4  days,  growers  have  quickly  followed  up 
cultivation  with  applications  of  dry-fertilizer. 
Some  growers  have  taken  advantage  of  ideal 
conditions  and  are  busily  applying  their  complete 
liquid  fertilizer.  Hopefully  good  growing 
conditions,  timely  rains,  and  no  tropical 
disturbances  to  destroy  this  crop's  potential  will 
follow  this  outstanding  start. 

Mr.  Lloyd  Lauden 

If  I  may,  I  would  like  to  add  a  few  personal 
words.  In  the  33  years  as  Agronomist  and  Field 
Representative  for  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
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League  Mr.  Lloyd,  not  only  affected  individual 
lives,  but  also  was  a  guiding  force  in  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry,  especially  so  in  the 
variety  program  that  he  loved  so  much. 

Over  the  last  week  or  so,  I  have  debated  with 
myself  over  what  to  write  about  someone  who 
had  such  a  profound  effect  on  the  direction  and 
outcome  of  my  life,  so  I  will  just  simply  say  to 
Mr.  Lloyd,  thank  you  very  much  for  all  that 
you  did. 

The  following  obituary  was  published  in  the 
Times-Picayune  3/5/2006: 

Lloyd  L.  Lauden  passed  away  on  Wednesday, 
March  1,  2006  at  10:00  p.m.  at  West  Jefferson 
Hospital.  His  age  was  86.  Survived  by  second 
wife  Hermanie  Shiele  Lauden  and  preceded  in 
death  by  first  wife,  Mary  Lacey  Lauden.  Father 
of  Stephen  and  wife,  Maureen  and  Raymond 
Lauden  and  the  late  Margaret  Lauden  Colclough. 
Also  survived  by  six  grandchildren  and  five 
great-grandchildren.  Son  of  the  late  Fredrick 
"Buddy"  Lauden  and  Louise  Breaux  Lauden. 
Brother  of  Eloise  "Sis"  Bruno  and  brother-in- 
law  of  the  late  Camille  "Skinny"  Bruno.  Cousin 
of  Richard  and  Laurel  Breaux.  A  native  of 
Franklin,  LA  and  a  resident  of  Algiers,  LA  since 
1952. 

An  Army  Air  Corps  Veteran  of  WWII, 
assigned  to  the  OSS  as  a  pilot.  Lloyd  L.  Lauden 
earned  his  Bachelor's  and  Master's  of  Science 
degrees  from  Louisiana  State  University  in  1948 
and  served  as  a  Professor  in  the  Department  of 
Agronomy  until  1952  when  he  was  hired  by  the 
American  Sugarcane  League  as  its  Agronomist 
and  Field  representative.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  for  33  years.  He  gained  the  respect  of 


his  fellow  scientists  in  Louisiana,  the  nation,  and 
the  world,  as  a  researcher  and  a  keen  observer 
of  research  applicable  to  sugarcane.  He  was  an 
integral  part  of  the  variety  development  program 
and  had  a  strong  voice  in  the  release  of  Louisiana 
sugarcane  varieties.  Lloyd  was  ever  willing  to 
speak  his  mind  on  questions  of  importance  to 
the  sugar  industry  and  he  fought  valiantly  and 
obtained  necessary  research  funding  from  both 
the  state  and  federal  governments.  Lloyd 
developed  a  close  personal  and  professional 
relationship  with  sugarcane  growers,  processors, 
scientists,  and  laborers,  and  the  families  of  many 
of  these  individuals. 

Lloyd  L.  Lauden  was  a  past  President  and 
Honorary  Member  of  the  American  Society  of 
Sugarcane  Technologists,  a  member  of  the 
International  Society  of  Sugarcane 
Technologists,  and  served  on  Industry  and 
Educational  boards  and  committees,  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Mr.  Lauden  was 
instrumental  in  developing  the  Sugarcane 
Technology  curriculum,  at  Nichols  State 
University. 

In  recognition  of  his  service  and 
accomplishments,  the  American  Sugarcane 
League  established  a  scholarship  fund  in  the 
name  of  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  in  the  Agronomy 
Department  at  LSU  to  assist  deserving  students 
interested  in,  and  connected,  to  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry.  In  lieu  of  flowers,  contributions 
to  the  scholarship  fund  are  preferred.  Please 
make  checks  payable  to  the  LSU  Foundation 
with  Lloyd  L.  Lauden  Scholarship  Fund  on  the 
memo  line.  Mail  to  LSU  Foundation,  3838  West 
Lakeshore  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Lin 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Green  Power  Laws  Offered 


Legislators  will  be  asked  to  create  a 
framework  for  future  use  of  ethanol, 
biodiesel  and  electricity  generated  from 
biomass  in  the  Regular  Session  of  the  Legislature 
this  Spring.  The  League  has  joined  hands  with 
all  other  agricultural  commodities  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  to 
construct  legislation  to  advance  the  cause  of 
biofuels  and  biomass  generated  electricity. 

Representative  Francis  Thompson  (D-Delhi), 
who  is  chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee  and  Senator  Noble  Ellington  (D- 
Winnsboro)  will  sponsor  the  bill  dealing  with 
ethanol  and  biodiesel.  Senator  Mike  Smith  (D- 
Winnfield),  who  is  Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Agriculture  Committee,  will  sponsor  a  bill  which 
is  a  duplicate  of  the  House  version. 

Only  one  bill  is  needed  to  provide  for  both 
diesel  and  ethanol.  You  never  really  know  what 
a  bill  is  going  to  look  like  when  it  comes  out  of 
the  long,  sometimes  twisted  legislative  process, 
but  "as  filed"  the  bill  requires  that  by  December 
in  the  year  2008  gasoline  offered  for  sale  in 
Louisiana  will  have  an  ethanol  component.  The 
bill  envisions  that  not  all  pumps  will  offer  an 
ethanol  mix,  but  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  2%  of 
the  fuel  sold  will  be  ethanol. 

All  modern  cars  come  with  a  warranty  that 
assures  safe  reliable  service  in  mixes  of  gasoline 
that  contains  up  to  10%  ethanol.  Some  older 


models  of  cars  like  "antique"  or  "classic" 
automobiles  may  not  operate  well  on  ethanol 
mixes  so  some  filling  station  pumps  will  offer 
unmixed  gasoline. 

The  sale  of  bio-diesel  is  also  triggered  in 
December  of  2008.  The  bill  calls  for  a  2%  mix 
in  bio-diesel  as  well.  Biodiesel  is  very  popular 
around  the  world  and  is  currently  used  in 
approximately  85%of  the  European  commercial 
fleet  in  mix  ratios  from  2%  to  50%. 

Bob  Odom,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  has 
taken  a  strong  role  in  the  development  of  this 
legislation  and  his  department  will  regulate 
ethanol  and  biodiesel  at  the  pump. 

A  separate  bill  mandating  the  use  of  biomass 
in  the  generation  of  electricity  is  being  composed 
as  The  Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press  and  the  details 
are  not  complete,  but  the  idea  is  that  by  the  year 
2010  at  least  3,500  megawatts  of  electricity 
produced  from  or  generated  by  agricultural 
biomass  that  is  offered  for  sale  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  shall  be  purchased  by  public  utilities 
in  Louisiana,  if  available. 

There  are  several  tough  points  in  this  program. 
Agricultural  sources  for  electricity  generation  in 
Louisiana  cannot,  at  this  time,  produce  enough 
power  to  pull  the  trigger  on  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  Thirty-five  hundred  megawatts  is  a  tiny 
fraction  of  the  statewide  demand  for  power,  and 
it  will  be  difficult  and  slow  even  getting  to  that 
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number.  There  are  a  few  agricultural  sources  for 
electricity  in  the  state  at  present:  Agri-electric  in 
Lake  Charles  burns  rice  hulls  to  generate  about 
5  megawatts,  and  similar  numbers  are  available 
from  a  paper  mill  in  north  Louisiana. 

Another  problem  is  that,  under  current  law  and 
Public  Service  Commission  rules,  power 
companies  only  have  to  pay  us  the  costs  they 
avoid  by  buying  our  electricity.  "Avoided  costs" 
are  basically  the  money  the  power  companies 
don't  spend  on  gas  or  coal,  for  instance,  to 


produce  a  kilowatt.  In  today's  market  situation 
"avoided  costs"  are  about  4  to  4  1/2  cents,  and 
that  is  not  enough  for  a  farmer  to  make  a  profit. 
But  "green  power"  is  produced  and  sold 
successfully  across  the  country  and  around  the 
world,  and  eventually  it  will  be  a  factor  in 
agriculture  in  Louisiana. 

Opposition  to  these  proposals  has  not  surfaced 
as  we  go  to  press,  so  a  forecast  is  not  practical, 
but  proponents  are  serious  and  the  world  energy 
market  situation  demands  something  be  done. 
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stop  by  your  nearest  Hibernia  banking  office. 


f=>  ©2006  Hibernia  National  Bank,  Member  FDIC. 
Tender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


14 


Remote  Sensing  Research  in  Louisiana  Sugarcane 

1  Richard  M.  Johnson  and  2Edward  P.  Richard,  Jr. 

1Research  Agronomist,  USDA-ARS-SRRC,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA 

2Research  Leader,  USDA-ARS-SRRC,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA 


Louisiana's  sugarcane  producers  and  millers  have  been  under  increased  economic  pressure  for 
the  past  several  years.  If  the  industry  is  to  survive  in  the  long  term,  then  new  technologies 
that  maximize  productivity  and  profitability  must  be  identified  and  adopted.  Our  previous 
research  has  demonstrated  that  within  fields  cane  and  sugar  yields  may  vary  as  much  as  14  to  61  T/ 
A  and  2,400  to  13,800  lbs/A,  respectively.  This  variability  is  the  result  of  a  complex  interaction  of 
several  factors  including:  soil  type;  soil  fertility;  soil  moisture;  and  insect,  weed,  and  disease  pressures. 
All  of  these  factors  cause  an  increase  in  plant  stress.  If  this  stress  is  identified  and  mapped,  management 
solutions  can  be  applied  in  a  more  effective,  accurate  and  economical  manner.  Development  and 
adoption  of  remote  sensing  techniques  may  help  producers  accomplish  this  task. 

Remote  sensing  of  plant  health  and  biomass  can  be  accomplished  by  a  number  of  methods,  but  is 
most  commonly  done  by  measuring  the  amount  of  visible  and  infra-red  light  reflected  from  plant 
leaves  or  the  plant  canopy.  For  the  plant  to  capture  energy  from  sunlight  for  use  in  photosynthesis 
light  must  be  absorbed  by  the  various  pigments  in  the  leaf.  Each  plant  pigment  will  absorb  light  in 
different  parts  of  the  spectrum.  For  example,  chlorophyll  strongly  absorbs  red  and  violet  light,  but 
reflects  or  transmits  most  green  light,  causing  the  leaf  to  appear  green.  It  is  possible  to  gain  significant 
knowledge  about  the  general  health  and  productivity  of  plants  by  carefully  monitoring  different 
wavelengths  of  the  spectrum.  The  number  of  wavelengths  (bands)  collected  varies  from  three  or 
four  for  some  of  the  earlier  satellite  based  systems  to  several  thousand  for  newer,  high-resolution 
satellite  and  ground-based  sensors.  As  the  resolution  increases  the  ability  to  discriminate  between 
different  plant  properties  and  responses  also  increases.  Recently  we  utilized  a  high  resolution, 
reflectance  meter  in  combination  with  plant  pigment  analysis  to  discriminate  between  seven  sugarcane 
varieties.  We  are  interested  in  expanding  our  studies  to  determine  the  value  of  this  procedure 
throughout  the  crop  cycle. 

We  initiated  several  tests  to  determine  if  leaf  reflectance  measurements  could  be  used  to  determine 
disease  presence,  predict  TRS  levels,  and  identify  varieties.  In  the  first  test,  leaf  samples  were 
collected  at  several  dates  before  and  after  the  appearance  of  visual  symptoms  from  sugarcane  yellow 
leaf  disease  (YLD)  and  mosaic  test  plots.  Molecular  biology  diagnostic  techniques  were  utilized  to 
confirm  the  presence  of  YLD  or  mosaic  in  each  sample  where  leaf  reflectance  and  plant  pigment 
measurements  were  taken.  Results  showed  that  leaf  reflectance  could  be  used  to  correctly  classify 
samples  infected  with  YLD  in  81%  of  the  cases.  Sugarcane  leaves  taken  from  shoots  infected  with 
YLD  exhibited  slightly  higher  reflectance  values  (lower  light  absorption)  for  the  majority  of 
wavelengths  sampled.  The  YLD-infected  leaves  also  had  lower  levels  of  most  plant  pigments 
(chlorophyll  a  &  b,  a-carotene,  neoxanthin,  and  violaxanthin)  compared  to  non-infected  controls. 
The  exceptions  were  for  lutein  and  zeaxanthin,  which  were  at  higher  levels  in  YLD,  infected  samples 
than  for  the  controls.  Our  results  indicate  that  it  may  be  possible  to  utilize  leaf  reflectance 
measurements  to  identify  sugarcane  infected  with  YLD  prior  to  the  appearance  of  visual  symptoms. 
Samples  exhibiting  either  mild  or  severe  mosaic  symptoms  could  also  be  correctly  classified  with 
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leaf  reflectance  in  75  and  68%  of  the  cases,  respectively.  This  work  will  be  expanded  in  2006  to 
include  more  varieties,  a  greater  number  of  samples,  and  possibly  other  diseases. 

In  a  second  study,  leaf  samples  were  collected  from  plots  in  a  historical  sugarcane  nursery 
containing  seven  generations  of  varieties  selected  for  sucrose  accumulation.  There  were  five  varieties 
per  generation  resulting  in  a  total  of  thirty-five  varieties  in  the  test.  The  varieties  were  genetically 
diverse  and  spanned  a  time  period  of  more  than  eighty  years.  Reflectance  measurements  were 
found  to  be  effective  in  correctly  identifying  80%  of  the  varieties  present  in  the  study. 

In  the  final  test,  leaf  samples  were  collected  from  the  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  (SRL) 
2005  first-stubble  maturity  study  which  examines  the  natural  ripening  of  released  and  soon-  to-be 
released  varieties.  For  this  experiment  the  stubble  cane  was  sampled  on  three  separate  dates,  ranging 
from  early  to  late  in  the  harvest  season.  TRS  levels  ranged  from  134  to  317  lb/T  Leaf  reflectance 
was  effective  at  predicting  TRS  values  in  77%  of  the  cases  in  the  combined  data  set.  The  results 
suggest  that  leaf  reflectance  could  potentially  be  used  to  predict  sugar  levels  remotely  and  non- 
destructively  and  possibly  be  used  by  growers  and  mills  to  identify  and  schedule  fields  with  the 
highest  sugar  yield  for  harvest.  Studies  will  be  continued  and  expanded  in  2006  to  include  the 
effect  of  a  ripening  application  of  glyphosate  on  TRS  predictions  using  leaf  reflectance. 

There  are  many  potential  applications  of  remote  sensing  including:  plant  growth  and  yield 
monitoring,  plant  stress  (fertility,  moisture,  and  disease)  identification  and  quantification,  and  varietal 
identification.  The  successful  development  of  these  techniques  would  help  growers  identify  yield 
limiting  crop  stress  situations  at  earlier  stages  so  that  corrective  actions  could  be  taken  in  a  timely 
and  efficient  manner.  These  techniques  could  also  have  a  potential  benefit  to  the  SRU  and  LSU 
varietal  development  programs  by  allowing  for  increased  accuracy  and  efficiency  in  varietal  selection. 
Finally,  growers  and  mills  could  potentially  use  a  simple  leaf  sample  taken  in  the  field  to  develop 
harvest  schedules  that  could  aid  in  maximizing  sugar  yields 
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2006  HIGH  YIELD  WINNERS 
(2004  CROP) 


IS  #s 


Ricky  Rivet 
Top  20  Producer  -1st  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage  Winner 
Northern  District  Category  I 

Parish  Winner  -  Pointe  Coupee 


Herman  Waguespack,  League  Agronomist;  Miles  Brashier,  Pointe  Coupee  County  Agent;  Ricky  Rivet; 
and  Harry  Laws,  West  Baton  Rouge  County  Agent 


Charles  G.  Landry  &  Sons,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -  2nd  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage  Winner 

River/Bayou  Lafourche  District 

Category  IV 

Parish  Winner  -  West  Baton  Rouge 


Harry  Laws,  West  Baton  Rouge  County  Agent;  Charles  Landry,  Sr.;  Charles  Landry,  Jr.;  and  Herman 
Waguespack,  League  Agronomist 


Engemann  Farms 
Top  20  Producer  -  3rd  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage  Winner 

River/Bayou  Lafourche  District 

Category  III 


Harry  Laws,  West  Baton  Rouge  County 
Agent;  Curt  and  Mark  Engemann;  and 
Herman  Waguespack,  League  Agronomist 
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John  Broussard,  III 
Top  20  Producer  -  4th  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage  Winner 
Teche  District  Category  I 

Parish  Winner  -  St.  Mary 


John  Broussard,  III  and  Jimmy  Flannigan,  St.  Mary 
County  Agent 


Martin  &  Poche,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -  5th  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage  Winner 

River/Bayou  Lafourche 

District  Category  II 

Parish  Winner  -  St.  James 


Herman  Waguespack,  League  Agronomist; 
Keith  and  Cindy  Martin 


Blanchard  Farms 
Top  20  Producer  -  6th  Place 

2nd  Place  District  Acreage 

Winner  River/Bayou  Lafourche 

District  Category  II 

Parish  Winner  -  Assumption 


Meinrad  Blanchard;  Miguel  Llamas  and  Rick  Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent 
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Robert  Morris 

Top  20  Producer  - 
7th  Place 

2nd  Place  District 

Acreage  Winner 

Northern  District 

Category  III 


Harry  Laws,  West  Baton  Rouge  County  Agent;  Robert  Morris;  Bobby  Morris;  Jimmy  Landry  and 
Herman  Waguespack,  League  Agronomist 


Sugar  Haven  Farms,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -  8th  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage 

Winner  River/Bayou  Lafourche 

District  Category  III 

Parish  Winner  -  Ascension 


Brent  Barbier 


Triple  K  &  M  Farms,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -9th  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage  Winner  Northern 
District  Category  I 

Parish  Winner  -  Terrebonne 


Rick  Louque,  Terrebonne  County  Agent  and  Ronnie 
Waguespack 
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Four  Oaks  Farm 
Top  20  Producer  -  10th  Place 


Marty  Frey 
Landry  Farms 
Top  20  Producer  -  11th  Place 

2nd  Place  District  Acreage 

Winner  River/Bayou  Lafourche  District 

Category  III 

Rick  Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent  and  Joel  Landry 


SJM  Farms,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -  12th  Place 


Rick  Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent, 
Joe  and  Shane  Michel 


R  &  R  Farms,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -  13th  Place 


Richard  Giroir,  David  Giroir,  and  Brian  Curtis 
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Mire's  Farm 

Top  20  Producer  -  14th  Place 

Parish  Winner  -  Lafourche 


Mike  Hebert,  Lafourche  County  Agent  and  Perry  Mite 


Gerald  Thibodeaux  Farms,  Inc. 


Top  20  Producer  -  15th  Place 


B  Front  Row:  Gerald,  Wade,  and  Craig  Thibodeaux 
I  Back  Row:  Bruce  and  Brett  Thibodeaux  and  Rick 
Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent 


Dupre  &  Landry  Farms,  Inc. 

Top  20  Producer 
16th  Place 


b:#:i 


Rick  Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent;  Danny 
Landry  and  Henry  Dupre 


L__    t- 


Woods  Farm,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -  17th  Place 

1st  Place  District  Acreage  Winner 

River/Bayou  Lafourche  District 

Category  IV 

Rick  Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent;  Eugene 
and  Ronald  Woods 
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Trinity  Farms,  Inc 

Top  20  Producer  -  18th  Place 

J" 


Rick  Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent;  Gary,  Laurent,  and  Earl  Gravois 


Frank  Pearce,  Jr.  &  Sons  Farms 
Top  20  Producer  -  19th  Place 

2nd  Place  District  Acreage  Winner 

River/Bayou  Lafourche  District 

Category  IV 

Parish  Winner  -  Iberville 


Danny  Pearce;  Frank  Pearce,  Jr.;  Frankie  Pearce  and  Louis  Lirette,  Iberville  County  Agent 
(Not  in  photo:  Ranny  Pearce) 


Carmouche  Planting  Co.,  Inc. 
Top  20  Producer  -  20th  Place 


Rick  Louque,  Assumption  County  Agent 
and  LJ.  Carmouche 


Congratulations  to  the  Top  20  Producers! 
More  High  Yield  Photos  in  the  May  Issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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A  Survey  of  Soil  Salt  Content  Resulting 
from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 

H.P.  "Sonny"  Viator,  G.  Breitenbeck,  J.  Flanagan, 

8.  Joffrion,  B.  Legendre  and  /?.  Louque 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 


"W"  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  caused  tidal  surges  along  with  concerns  about  salt  deposition  in 
I  I  soil.  The  unprecedented  flooding  inundated  almost  40,000  acres  of  sugarcane  in  the  coastal 
A  ^parishes  of  the  state.  While  a  considerable  acreage  of  sugarcane  was  damaged  or  killed  by 
the  direct  effects  of  the  flood  waters,  the  extent  of  the  effects  on  sugarcane  from  the  salt  content  of 
sea  water  is  not  completely  known. 

Representatives  of  several  state  and  federal  agencies  met  in  October  to  discuss  the  hurricanes  and 
their  aftermath.  A  decision  was  made  to  develop  a  soil  sampling  protocol  to  be  used  to  survey  the 
soils  in  the  flood  zone  for  salinity.  Initial  sampling  was  limited  in  scope  and  specifically  sought 
information  on  the  enormity  of  the  salt  contamination  problem.  Seven  sites  across  Iberia,  St.  Mary 
and  Vermilion  Parishes  were  chosen  for  the  initial  round  of  sampling.  The  sites  were  selected  based 
on  soil  texture,  depth  and  duration  of  the  flood  waters  and  distance  from  the  coast.  Soil  cores  were 
taken  at  depths  of  0  -  3,  3  -  6  and  6-12  inches  to  determine  the  distribution  of  salt  within  the  soil 
profile.  The  amounts  of  salt  measured  in  the  first  samples  varied  widely  as  anticipated.  The  highest 
concentration  was  found  at  the  0  -  3  inch  depth,  ranging  from  268  to  4,329  ppm.  Though  salt  levels 
decreased  with  depth  of  sampling,  the  saltiest  site  contained  almost  2,000  ppm  in  the  6  -  12  inch 
core.  The  level  of  salinity  across  sites  was  not  predictable  and  did  not  appear  to  be  associated  with 
texture  or  any  other  variable. 

Published  reports  suggest  sugarcane  is  moderately  sensitive  to  salt,  with  a  saturated-extract  electrical 
conductivity  (EC)  threshold  for  yield  reduction  at  1.7  dS  nr1  (multiplying  dS  m1  times  640  equals 
ppm).  Research  in  Texas  measured  reductions  in  Brix,  pol  and  purity  and  increases  in  fiber  with 
each  dS  nr1  increase  in  EC.  Because  salt  levels  for  most  sites  in  the  survey  exceeded  that  of  the 
salinity  damage  threshold  of  approximately  1,100  ppm,  an  additional  20  sites  were  sampled  across 
a  four-parish  area  in  early  November.  A  couple  of  the  new  sites  contained  levels  of  over  6,000  ppm 
in  the  surface  three  inches  of  soil. 

Twelve  of  the  original  sites  were  re-sampled  in  early  February  to  find  out  if  sufficient  leaching 
had  occurred  to  reduce  the  salinity.  Surprisingly,  despite  over  14  inches  of  rain  at  several  sites, 
salinity  levels  increased  at  5  of  the  12  sites.  At  the  time  of  the  February  re-sampling,  a  majority  of 
the  sampling  sites  contained  salt  at  levels  which  exceeded  that  of  the  damage  threshold  of  1,100 
ppm. 

Flooding  of  agricultural  land  by  hurricane  storm  surges  can  have  both  short  and  long-term  effects 
on  both  crops  and  soil  structure.  While  most  of  the  'salt'  in  seawater  is  sodium  chloride  (table  salt), 
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it  also  contains  appreciable  amounts  of  magnesium  sulfate  (Epsom  salts)  and  other  elements.  After 
heavy  rains,  sodium  and  chloride  will  be  preferentially  lost  in  runoff  and  leachate.  Therefore,  within 
the  next  two  years,  much  of  the  agricultural  land  flooded  by  last  season's  storm  surges  should  naturally 
recover  and  return  to  previous  levels  of  productivity.  Recovery  will  occur  more  quickly  in  fields 
that  received  lower  amounts  of  salt.  A  few  areas  that  accumulated  very  high  levels  of  salt  are 
possibly  at  risk  of  becoming  'sodic',  and  may  not  recover  without  help. 

The  'storm  surge'  analysis  offered  by  the  LSU  AgCenter's  Soil  Testing  Lab  reports  both  salinity 
(ppm)  and  SAR  (sodium  absorption  ratio).  Salinity  (ppm)  is  the  better  indicator  of  the  salt  impact  on 
crops;  however,  if  the  SAR  is  greater  than  15,  this  site  should  be  carefully  monitored.  Not  only  will 
it  take  considerable  time  for  salinity  levels  to  drop,  but  this  field  is  at  risk  of  'collapsing'  during  the 
process.  Water  will  not  infiltrate  a  collapsed  soil,  the  pH  will  rise  above  8,  and  toxic  amounts  of 
sodium  will  remain.  Reclaiming  such  soils  is  costly  and  requires  addition  of  large  amounts  of 
gypsum  plus  mechanical  drainage. 

None  of  the  sites  in  our  initial  monitoring  studies  are  currently  in  need  of  gypsum,  but  some 
would  benefit  from  the  addition  of  lime.  If  a  field  has  an  SAR  >15  and  low  pH,  application  of 
agricultural  lime  will  ensure  that  sodium  is  leached  and  sodic  conditions  avoided.  Even  where  the 
SAR  is  <  15,  if  soil  pH  is  below  6.0  the  addition  of  lime  can  help  offset  the  effects  of  excessive  salt 
and  accelerate  the  leaching  process. 

Monitoring  of  soil  salt  levels  will  continue  until  sugarcane  harvest,  at  which  time  a  yield  impact 
assessment  will  be  made  in  an  attempt  to  confirm  the  applicability  of  the  salinity  damage  threshold 
for  sugarcane  in  Louisiana. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)367-8233 


Farm  Works  Software 


PARM 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (Licensem5006) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser#oi249 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


4  - 1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8  -  10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on  18.4 
x  30"  tires  -  $8,500  each;  1998  Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester;  Used  parts  1997  Austoft 
Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  337-302-4430  or  337-893-6001  (home). 

(2)  Single  Row  Shavers,  1  with  wheels  and  1  without  -  $300  for  both;  18ft.  Do-all  Hydraulic 
Fold  -  $600;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Wagon  -  $1,500;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Single 
Axle  Wagon  -  $1,000;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters  -  $1,  200  each;  Thompson  3-row 
with  offbars  and  fenders  -  $2,400;  Thomson  4-row  -  $1, 000;  Hooded  Ditch  Bank  Sprayer 
-  $800;  1  Single  row  subsoiler  with  choppers  &  rollers  -  $1,000.  Call  225-  717-0296  or 
225-  473-6162. 

1  used  20"  Lo-Lift  Brand  Drainage  Pump  w/electric  motor.  Good  Condition.  Call  985- 

575-3438 

1996  Cameco  Chopper  Harvester,  good  undercarriage  -  $30,000;  1996  Kumatso  200-6 
track  mounted  Excavator  with  cane  grabs  -  $40,000;  7'x27'  Continuous  Feed  Planter 
with  Hearne  valve  -  $15,000;  4  Trans-load  Billet  Wagons,  2  axle  @  $2,800;  5  Rear 
Dump  Road  Trailers  @  $3,000;  7400  Hi-Crop  Tractor  -  $12,000;  Weigh  Boy  Truck 
Scale  -  $10,000.  Call  318-201-5790  or  318-346-2166. 


•  larger V 


f  DRUMfi^  i 

•SIMPLIFIED  , 

|HYDRAULICS|fI|1t 

|  PUMP  ON  THE  fci 

TONGUE  DESIGN  €W'J 
FOR  FAST  HITCH-UP 

LIGHTER  WEIGHT 
AND 


JVW&IMPROm 

/* RO  «  W HOLE  SiM-Mv 

PLANTERS     J 


CARRYING 


INCREASED 
CAPACITY 


..-..■ 


L. 


SIMPLE 
RUGGED • 
ME  RELIABLE  • 

Grades  for 
Existing  Planters!  i 


V-.& 


HEARNE  CANE  PLANTERS 


TjM? 


MANUFACTURERS  OF  1,^&3  ROW  CANE  PLANTERS 


337.942.8180   -  2440  POWERS  STREET    ■  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 
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BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


tf> 


J& 


*«»° 


High  Dump  Wagons 


Wholestalk  Cutters 


Wholestalk  Loaders 


m,m 


MASSEY  FERGUSON* 


A  complete  line  of 
tractors  including  high 
crop,  high  horsepower. 


Sprayers 
Cultivators 


Austoft  7700  combine  with  new 

cleaning  system,  wide  front,  center 

mount  lift  cylinders  and  automatic 

height  sensing  basecutter. 


B 


YaPu 


Case  Austoft  cane 

combines.  Sales,  parts 

and  service. 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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Service 

Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 
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Case  Auston  cane 

combines,  sales,  parts 

and  service. 


Cultivators 

3  row  and  5  row  cultivators  along  with  parts  and 
modifications  for  existing  cultivators. 


Sprayer  Conversion 


A  two  row  cutter  is  used  to  make  a  10  row  heavy  duty 

high  crop  sprayer  for  all  spraying  schedules. 
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DuPont 
K-4 

herbicide 


Count  on  DuPont 

for  herbicides  that  fit  your  sugarcane  crop 
and  your  bottom  line 


Residual  control.  DuPont™  K-4™ 
herbicide  delivers  residual  control 
of  some  of  the  toughest  weed 
species,  including  seedling  john- 
songrass,  browntop  panicum, 
broadleaf  signalgrass,  morningglory 
and  a  variety  of  winter  annual 
weeds. 

Suppression.  It  provides  good  sup- 
pression of  bermudagrass  and  itch- 
grass  when  applied  in  dormancy 
prior  to  green-up. 


dust  than  DF,  no  odor  or  staining 
and  better  resuspendibility.  This 
high-tech  XP  formulation  means 
granules  are  more  uniform  in  size, 
leading  to  more  precise  measuring. 

For  more  information,  please  see 
your  local  DuPont  retailer  or  DuPont 
district  sales  manager: 

Toby  McCown 

(337)  794-2194 

j-toby.mccown@usa.dupont.com 


Flexibility.  K-4™  is  an  XP  formulated 
material  that  mixes  easier,  has  less 


k4.dup0nt.com 


Always  read  and  follow  all  label  directions  and  precautions  for  use. 
The  DuPont  Oval  Logo,  DuPont™,  The  miracles  of  science™  and  K-4™ 
are  trademarks  or  registered  trademarks  of  DuPont  or  its  affiliates. 
Copyright  ©  2006  E.I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company. 
All  Rights  Reserved.  SPEHB002802P335AVB 


The  miracles  of  science" 


Up  Front 
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With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 
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Editor's  Note:  The  following  article  was  published  in  the  August,  2005  issue  of  Ethanol  Today. 
Many  of  agriculture 's  detractors  argue  that  America  'sfood  and  fiber  production  is  subsidized.  We 
certainly,  as  a  country,  don  't  want  to  put  our  food  and  fiber  at  risk  as  our  petroleum  resources  are. 
This  article  points  out  the  true  cost  of  America 's  addiction  to  foreign  oil.  For  more  information  on 
ethanol,  visit  www.ethanol.org. 


The  Real  Cost  of  Oil 

By  Erica  Swisher 


The  low  fuel  light  just  turned  on  and  you 
immediately  begin  the  search:  "Which  gas 
station  has  the  lowest  prices  today?"  As 
you  pass  by  station  after  station,  you  grumble 
about  today's  outrageous  gas  prices  -  after  all, 
you've  been  paying  well  over  $2.00  a  gallon  for 
far  too  long  now.  "When  will  filling  up  my  car 
become  affordable  again?" 

This  scenario  plays  itself  out  each  time  the  gas 
gauge  nears  empty.  However,  the  grumblings  of 
American  motorists  would  be  much  louder  if  all 
the  costs  associated  with  the  extraction, 
transportation,  and  use  of  gasoline  were  included 
in  the  price  at  the  pump.  How  would  consumers 
react  to  a  local  service  station  price  sign  reading 
$9.45  per  gallon?  When  faced  with  spending  $65 
to  $180  for  a  single  fill-up,  the  concept  of 
researching  and  developing  alternative  fuels  is 
not  just  an  interesting  thought,  but  a  necessity. 

For  decades,  ethanol  opponents  have  argued 
against  increasing  ethanol  use  in  America's  fuel 
supply,  asserting  that  ethanol  would  not  be 
competitive  without  its  federal  government 
subsidy.  Those  opponents  seemingly  ignore  oil's 


myriad  of  direct  and  indirect  costs  to  the 
consumer,  paid  primarily  by  increasing  taxes, 
insurance  costs,  and  retail  prices  in  other  sectors. 
Tax  and  program  subsidies,  defense  of  oil 
interests,  and  environmental  and  health  costs  carry 
the  weight  of  the  external  costs  of  gasoline  usage. 
Even  the  most  conservative  estimates  peg  these 
costs  at  20  to  70  cents  per  gallon  of  gasoline,  while 
some  sources  argue  that  the  real  cost  of  oil  is  more 
that  $7.00  higher  than  the  pump  price. 

Last  year,  ethanol 's  "subsidy"  -  the  blender's 
tax  credit  -  amounted  to  just  over  $1.7  billion 
dollars.  The  majority  of  that  subsidy  was  returned 
to  taxpaying  consumers  in  the  form  of  lower  pump 
prices  for  high  octane  ethanol-blended  gasoline. 
Five  years  ago,  a  United  States  General 
Accounting  Office  (USGAO)  report  showed  that 
ethanol  had  received  $11.6  billion  in  tax 
incentives  since  1968,  while  the  oil  industry  had 
received  over  $150  billion  in  tax  benefit  over  the 
same  period. 

The  U.S.  government  has,  for  decades,  given 
the  oil  industry  preferential  treatment  afforded 
virtually  no  other  business  sector.  The  petroleum 


industry  has  the  luxury  of  U.S.  military  protection 
of  its  international  interests,  while  American 
taxpayers  fund  the  warehousing  of  emergency 
inventory  in  the  form  of  strategic  petroleum 
reserves.  The  oil  industry  reaps  the  benefits  of 
the  U.S  tax  system,  receiving  preferential  tax 
treatment  on  its  costs  for  exploration,  more 
attractive  depreciation  rules,  and  even  credits  for 
paying  taxes  to  Middle  Eastern  governments. 
What's  more,  the  environmental,  health,  and 
social  costs  that  Americans  bear  are  rarely  paid 
by  the  oil  industry  -  rather,  much  of  the 
reparations  are  hidden  within  bills  funded  by 
taxes. 

In  an  effort  to  more  clearly  examine  this  issue, 
four  research  studies  have  been  chosen  to  further 
explain  the  intricacies  of  determining  the  real  cost 
of  oil.  Bear  in  mind  that  each  study  is  current  to 
that  specific  time  period,  therefore  it  is  essential 
to  take  into  account  the  effect  that  time  and  global 
events  have  upon  prices. 

Tax  and  Program  Subsidies 

The  dreaded  "s"  word:  subsidy.  This  word 
conjures  up  a  flurry  of  positive  and  negative 
reactions,  especially  within  the  ethanol  industry. 
It  is  often  a  point  of  dispute  when  discussing  the 
merits  of  ethanol.  However,  when  it  comes  to  the 
oil  industry,  the  topic  of  subsidies  often  manages 
to  become  lost  within  "more  important"  issues. 
Yet  most  people  are  unaware  that  the  oil  industry 
is  the  recipient  of  massive  amounts  of  government 
tax  and  program  subsidies. 

These  petroleum  tax  breaks  are  implemented 
in  an  effort  to  ensure  that  domestic  companies 
are  able  to  compete  with  international  producers. 
In  addition,  the  subsidies  are  intended  to 
contribute  to  lower  gasoline  prices  for  American 
consumers. 

According  to  a  1998  study  by  Greenpeace, 
"Subsidies  to  oil  are  provided  to  producers, 
transporters,  and  consumers  in  varied  and  often 
subtle  ways.  These  subsidies  not  only  cost 
taxpayers  billions  of  dollars  per  year,  but  they 
often  exacerbate  environmental  damage.  They 
can  also  reduce  oil  prices,  suppressing  market 
signals  to  oil  consumers  to  decrease  consumption 
and  begin  shifting  to  alternatives." 

The  International  Center  for  Technology 
Assessment  (CTA)  released  a  study  in  December 
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1998  quantifying  the  true  costs  of  oil.  The  study 
identified  the  following  federal  tax  breaks  as 
directly  benefiting  the  oil  industry: 

•  Percentage  Depletion  Allowance: 
$784  million  -  $1  billion  per  year 

•  Non-conventional  Fuel  Production 
Credit: 

$769  million  -$900  million 

•  Immediate  expensing  of  exploration 
and  development  costs: 

$200  million  -  $255  million 

•  Enhanced  Oil  Recovery  Credit: 
$26.3  million  -  $100  million 

•  Foreign  tax  credits: 
$1.11  billion  -  $3.4  billion 

•  Foreign  income  deferrals: 
$183  million -$318  million 

•  Accelerated  depreciation  allowances: 
$1.0  billion -$4.5  billion 

Also,  the  Taxpayer  Relief  Act  of  1997  has 
recently  added  new  rules,  thus  increasing  the 
likelihood  of  supplying  the  petroleum  industry 
with  an  additional  $2.07  billion  per  year  in  tax 
subsidies. 

In  addition  to  federal  subsidies,  the  oil  industry 
receives  substantial  subsidies  on  the  state  level. 
Many  state  income  taxes  are  rooted  in  oil  firms' 
deflated  federal  tax  bill  resulting  in  undertaxation 
of  $125  million  to  $323  million  per  year. 
Gasoline  retailers  and  users  benefit  from  state- 
imposed  fuel  taxes  which  are  lower  than  regular 
sales  tax,  resulting  in  a  $4.8  billion  per  year 
subsidy. 
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CTA's  research  estimates  that  the  American 
taxpayers  fund  $9.1  billion  to  $17.8  billion  an- 


nually  in  tax  breaks  for  gasoline  production  and 
use. 

In  conjunction  with  tax  subsidies,  the  U.S. 
government  provides  the  oil  industry  with 
program  subsidies.  These  subsidies  support  the 
extraction,  production,  and  use  of  petroleum  and 
petroleum  fuel  products.  The  CTA  study  cites 
totals  approximating  upwards  of  $38  billion  to 
$1 14.6  billion  every  year. 

Some  of  these  expenditures  include: 

•  Research  and  development  subsidies: 
$200  million  -$220  million 

•  Export  financing: 

$308.5  million  -  $311.9  million 

•  Support  from  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers: 

$253.2  million  -  $270  million 

•  Department  of  Interior's  Oil  Resources 
Management  Programs: 

$97  million  -  $227  million 

•  Government  expenditures  on  regulatory 
oversight,  pollution  cleanup,  and 
liability  costs: 

$1.1  billion -$1.6  billion 

A  great  downfall  of  these  subsidies  is  that  oil 
exploration,  production,  and  consumption 
decisions  become  distorted,  with  the  American 
public  virtually  unaware  of  the  true  state  of  the 
oil  supply  situation.  This  ignorance  in  leads  to  a 
reduced  sense  of  urgency  in  developing 
alternative  fuel  sources,  intensifies  environmental 
degradation,  and  leads  to  billions  of  dollars 
annually  at  taxpayer  expense. 

Oil  Defense 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  estimates  that 
the  U.S.  will  import  as  much  as  68  percent  of  its 
oil  demand  by  the  year  2010.  This  startling  figure 
begs  the  question:  Are  oil  dependency, 
astronomical  gas  prices,  and  war  in  the  Middle 
East  going  to  be  the  norm  over  the  next  five  years 
and  beyond? 

As  past  and  current  events  have  shown,  it  is 
clear  that  securing  and  defending  U.S.  oil 
interests  have  caused  the  American  government 
to  take  dramatic  spending  measures.  Even  in 
peacetime,  the  U.S.  Defense  Department  allots 


$55  billion  to  $96.3  billion  per  year  alone  toward 
protecting  the  world's  petroleum  resources. 

Holding  approximately  two-thirds  of  the 
world's  known  oil  reserves,  the  Persian  Gulf 
region  currently  supplies  the  United  States  with 
about  25  percent  of  its  petroleum.  According  to 
the  National  Defense  Council  Foundation, 
"Taken  together,  the  economic  losses,  the  defense 
costs,  and  oil  supply  disruption  costs  bring  the 
total  cost  of  imported  oil  to  approximately  $250 
billion  per  year,  or  close  to  $4.00  per  gallon  over 
the  current  purchase  price  of  gasoline." 

The  complexity  of  America's  foreign  oil 
dependency  translates  into  multiple  factors  that 
influence  the  country's  security  and  economic 
stability.  A  2003  study  by  the  Institute  for  the 
Analysis  of  Global  Security  (IAGS)  explains, 
"U.S.  dependency  on  oil  from  countries  that  are 
either  politically  unstable  or  at  odds  with  the  U.S. 
subjects  the  American  economy  to  occasional 
supply  disruptions,  price  hikes,  and  loss  of 
wealth,  which,  according  to  a  study 
commissioned  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy, 
have  cost  us  more  than  $7  trillion  present  value 
dollars  over  the  last  30  years.  That  is  more  than 
the  cumulative  cost  of  all  of  the  wars  fought  by 
the  U.S.  since  the  Revolutionary  War." 

Bearing  great  interest  in  the  Persian  Gulf's  oil 
supply,  the  U.S.  has  found  itself  amid  the  political 
instability  of  the  region,  entangling  itself  in  costly 
military  actions.  The  oil  dispute  between  Iraq  and 
Kuwait  led  to  the  1990-91  Gulf  War.  According 
to  IAGS,  the  cost  to  the  international  community 
reached  almost  $80  billion.  The  cost  of  the  2003 
Iraq  war  and  the  following  occupation  of  the 
country  are  estimated  at  $200  billion. 

Along  with  contributing  to  the  nation's  oil 
defense,  taxpayers  find  themselves  paying  an 
additional  $5.7  billion  per  year  toward  the 
Strategic  Petroleum  Reserve.  Created  in  1975  by 
the  U.S.  government,  the  petroleum  reserve  was 
started  after  oil  supplies  were  stopped  during  the 
1973-74  oil  embargo.  The  U.S.  economy 
experienced  severe  shock,  therefore  convincing 
policymakers  that  America  should  never  be  put 
in  that  situation  again.  The  reserve's  purpose  is 
to  supplement  regular  oil  supplies  should 
disruptions  due  to  military  conflict  or  natural 
disaster  occur. 


The  CTA  study  sites  that,  in  addition  to 
traditional  military  support  and  the  petroleum 
reserve,  federal  protection  services  also  include 
the  Coast  Guard  and  the  Department  of 
Transportation's  Maritime  Administration.  Such 
protection  tacks  on  an  additional  $566.3  million 
per  year  in  external  oil  costs. 

Along  with  federal  protection  services,  state 
and  local  governments  fund  approximately  $27.2 
billion  to  $38.2  billion  in  police,  fire,  and 
emergency  services  for  oil  industry  companies 
and  gasoline  users. 

Environmental,  Health,  and  Social  Costs 

Hospital  visits,  oil  spills,  ozone  depletion, 
urban  sprawl  -  the  list  goes  on  and  on.  It  is 
difficult,  if  not  nearly  impossible,  to  place  a  price 
tag  on  the  damages  that  the  oil  industry  has  placed 
upon  the  world  and  its  inhabitants. 

Yet  the  reality  of  such  destruction  is  clear  and 
has  come  at  a  cost.  According  to  the  American 
Lung  Association,  "Over  the  last  decade,  the 
death  rate  for  lung  disease  has  risen  faster  than 
that  of  any  of  the  top  leading  causes  of  death. 
Tens  of  millions  of  Americans  live  in  areas  not 
meeting  at  least  one  federal  air  quality  standard. 
The  health  costs  of  air  pollution  are  estimated  to 
be  $50  billion  each  year." 

The  CTA  study  has  estimated  that  the 
externalized  price  Americans  pay  for  their 
gasoline  reliance  amounts  to  about  $23 1 .7  billion 
to  $942.9  billion  annually  in  environmental, 
health,  and  social  costs.  Bear  in  mind  that  such 
costs  are  difficult  to  quantify,  thus  explaining  the 
large  gap  in  estimated  costs.  Among  these  costs 
are:  decreased  agricultural  yields,  reduced 
visibility,  building  and  material  damage,  global 
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warming,  water  pollution,  noise  pollution,  and 
improper  disposal  of  batteries,  tires,  engine 
fluids,  and  junked  cars. 

Social  costs  are  also  among  the  "difficult  to 
quantify"  categories  that  the  petroleum  industry 
affects.  Among  the  social  implications  is  urban 
sprawl.  As  Americans  are  becoming  increasingly 
dependent  upon  their  vehicles,  they  are  living 
farther  and  farther  away  from  where  they  work 
and  socialize.  CTA  researchers  have  determined 
that  costs  of  urban  sprawl  total  at  $163.7  billion 
to  $245.5  billion  per  year.  The  costs  include: 
additional  environmental  degradation,  aesthetic 
degradation  of  cultural  sites,  social  deterioration, 
additional  municipal  costs,  additional 
transportation  costs,  and  the  barrier  effect. 

Other  Economic  Impacts 

As  oil  prices  increase  along  with  the  volume 
of  oil  and  refined  product  imported  into  the 
United  States,  the  impact  of  a  huge  outflow  of 
American  dollars  is  becoming  a  much  bigger 
concern.  Importing  products  directly  impacts 
employment  opportunities.  Currently  the  U.S. 
attributes  nearly  40  percent  of  its  trade  deficit  to 
petroleum  imports.  It  has  projected  that 
petroleum  imports  may  increase  the  American 
trade  deficit  to  60  percent  or  even  70  percent 
within  the  next  10  to  20  years. 

In  addition  to  money  leaving  the  country, 
higher  prices  for  oil  have  a  drag  on  the  economy 
as  a  whole.  The  NDCF  estimates  that  the  periodic 
"oil  shocks"  the  U.S.  has  experienced  over  the 
past  three  decades  have  cost  Americans  from  $2.2 
trillion  to  almost  $2.5  trillion  dollars.  Currently, 
about  four  percent  of  total  U.S.  household  income 
is  used  to  purchase  petroleum  products,  and  over 
60  percent  of  that  -  2.5  percent  of  all  American 
household  income  -  leaves  the  country  as  payment 
for  gasoline,  diesel  fuel,  or  other  petroleum 
products. 

According  to  the  I  AGS,  "The  transfer  of  wealth 
to  oil-producing  countries  -  $1.16  trillion  over 
the  past  thirty  years  -  significantly  increased  our 
trade  deficit.  The  Department  of  Energy 
estimates  that  each  $1  billion  of  trade  deficit  costs 
America  27,000  jobs."  At  current  prices  and 
import  rates,  the  U.S.  will  take  less  than  four  years 
to  transfer  the  next  trillion  dollars  to  oil  producing 


countries.  With  it  will  go  2.7  million  jobs  -  over  increasing  consumption  and  our  reliance  on  oil 

1 8 ,000  each  day.  from  foreign  sources,  we  are  paying  far  more  than 

The  price  of  gasoline  may  be  higher  today  than  the  price  reflected  on  the  pump.  By  comparison, 

at  any  time  in  recent  history,  but  given  all  of  the  ethanol's  modest  subsidy  seems  like  an  incredible 

additional  costs  associated  with  America's  ever-  bargain. 


Employment  Impact  from  U.S.  Trade  Deficit 
1960-1995 


SOUKS.'  US  DgXi.'Wrf  sTlTUCt'? 


Ron  Lamberty,  ACE  Vice  President/ Market  Development,  also  contributed  to  this  article. 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief 

Growing  Support  For  Farm  Bill  Extension 

House  Sugar  Caucus  Formed 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


In  late  March,  the  House  approved  the 
President's  emergency  supplemental  request 
for  additional  funding  for  the  war  in  Iraq  and 
for  hurricane  relief,  but  failed  to  include 
assistance  for  agricultural  producers.  In  early 
April,  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee 
approved  the  emergency  supplemental  request 
with  a  $3.9  billion  agricultural  disaster  provision, 
including  a  provision  for  Louisiana  sugarcane 
farmers  affected  by  the  hurricanes.  The  full 
Senate  is  expected  to  vote  on  the  measure  in  late 
April  or  early  May,  setting  the  stage  for  a  House- 
Senate  conference  in  May. 

We  have  been  in  this  position  before,  as  you 
will  recall  from  the  December  2005  conference 
on  the  last  supplemental  request.  At  that  time, 
there  was  uncertainty  about  the  outcome  of  House 
leadership  elections  and  that  may  have  been  a 
driving  force  behind  House  resistance  to  the 
Senate  agricultural  disaster  language.  With  a  new 
Majority  Leader  in  place  and  more  Members 
expressing  concern  about  weather-related  losses 
in  their  districts  over  the  past  few  months,  we  are 
hopeful  for  a  different  outcome  this  time  around. 

Louisiana's  House  and  Senate  delegations  have 
worked  hard  to  build  support  for  agricultural 


assistance  in  the  past  few  weeks.  Senator  Mary 
Landrieu  was  a  driving  force  in  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  efforts  to  pass 
disaster  language  and  we  anticipate  that  she  and 
Senator  David  Vitter  will  help  push  the 
emergency  supplemental  request  through  the 
Senate  in  the  coming  days.  Meanwhile, 
Congressmen  Rodney  Alexander,  Richard 
Baker,  Charles  Boustany,  Bobby  Jindal,  and 
Charlie  Melancon  have  joined  as  cosponsors  to 
a  House  bill  that  includes  the  same  language 
that  was  approved  by  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee.  While  this  bill  may  not  move  in 
the  House,  the  solid  bipartisan  support  from 
around  the  country  will  send  a  strong  signal  to 
the  House  leadership  as  conference  begins  in 
May. 

Growing  Support  For  Farm  Bill  Extension 

Twenty-eight  Members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  agreed  to  cosponsor 
legislation  to  extend  the  current  Farm  Bill  until 
WTO  negotiations  are  completed.  Louisiana's 
Charlie  Melancon,  Rodney  Alexander  and 
Richard  Baker  are  among  those  Members  that 
are  sponsoring  such  legislation  and  we  expect 


others  in  the  delegation  to  join  on  one  of  the 
two  extension  bills  currently  introduced  in 
Congress. 

A  Senate  bill  calling  for  extension  of  the  farm 
bill  is  expected  to  be  introduced  when  Members 
return  in  late  April. 

House  Sugar  Caucus  Formed 

Congressmen  Rodney  Alexander,  Richard 
Baker,  Charles  Boustany,  Bill  Jefferson,  Bobby 
Jindal,  and  Charlie  Melancon  were  among  the 
first  Members  of  Congress  to  join  the  newly 
formed  House  Sugar  Caucus  last  month.  The 
Caucus,  chaired  by  Rep.  Mike  Simpson  (R-ID) 
and  Rep.  Collin  Peterson  (D-MN),  includes  30 
members  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  April  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 


06  beginning  stocks  were  reduced  to  1,331,000 
tons  from  1,349,000  tons  due  to  a  statistical 
discrepancy  and  a  slight  downward  revision  in 
TRQ  import  assumptions  for  2004/05.  2005/06 
production  was  decreased  to  7,5 19,000  short  tons 
(raw  value)  from  7,536,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  lowered  to  4,403,000  tons  from 
4,428,000  tons,  and  cane  production  increased 
to  3,116,000  tons  from  3,108,000  tons. 
Louisiana's  production  was  unchanged  at 
1,245,000  tons,  while  Florida's  production  was 
increased  to  1,436,000  tons  from  1,428,000  tons. 
Imports  are  unchanged  at  3,090,000  tons,  with 
50,000  shifted  from  imports  under  TRQ  to  Tier 
II  imports  from  Mexico.  Total  supply  fell  to 
11,940,000  tons  from  11,975,000  tons  last 
month.  Deliveries  are  unchanged  at  10,290,000 
tons  and  total  use  was  decreased  to  10,440,000 
tons  from  10,465,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending 
stocks  are  lowered  to  1,500,000  tons  from 
1 ,5 10,000  tons  last  month  and  the  stocks-to-use 
ratio  was  unchanged  at  14.4  percent. 


f" 


CapitalQne 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

|     Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 


including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Suppliers 

•  Equipment  companies 

•  Warehouses 

To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=t    ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


lrO  /  /  ■Ot-O-.LAINIJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 


www.  louisianalandbank.  com . 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee  Report 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  April  17, 
2006,  much  of  the  cane  belt  has  received 
only  a  third  of  its  normal  rainfall  for  the 
year.  With  the  dry  weather,  fieldwork  has 
progressed  rapidly  and  most  growers  are  well 
advanced  with  fallow  work  and  fertilization  is 
near  completion.  With  the  expectation  of  rain, 
a  number  of  growers  rushed  through  their  first 
cultivation  and  in  the  process  produced  a  good 
number  of  rock  hard  clods  that  are  now 
impossible  to  break  up  until  a  good  slow  soaking 
rain  melts  them.  Many  growers  are  now  in  the 
process  of  making  their  second  cultivation, 
which  in  the  more  advanced  cane  will  be  its  final 
working.  Because  of  the  lack  of  rain,  the  ground 
is  hard  and  broken  bearings  are  a  common 
complaint.  If,  as  most  of  us  think,  dry  weather 
is  good  for  suckering,  then  with  timely  rains  the 
crop  could  turnaround  this  year. 

Fields  are  greening  and  rebounding  from  the 
late  March  frost  that  covered  most  of  the  cane 
producing  parishes.  After  this  last  frost,  it  was 
quite  obvious  which  end  was  low  and  if  there 
were  any  low  pockets  in  fields.  Because  cold 
air  is  heavier,  it  settled  into  these  lower 
elevations.  Of  the  most  recently  released 
varieties,  (95-988, 96-540,  and  97-128)  L97-128 
appears  to  have  least  leaf  cold  tolerance.  In  most 
fields  of  L  97-128,  the  leaves  were  scorched  by 
the  frost  whether  on  high  or  low  land;  however, 
the  low  temperatures  did  not  kill  the  growing 
points. 


Breakout  the  WD-40,  rust  is  developing 
throughout  the  entire  cane  belt.  It  appears  to  be 
most  abundant  in  plant  cane  here  on  the  Teche. 
One  of  the  first  fields  in  which  rust  was  spotted 
was  plant  cane  of  95-988  in  St.  Martin  Parish. 
This  field  was  well  advanced  by  mid  March,  but 
was  not  clipped  at  that  time.  From  observations, 
the  field  appears  to  be  100%  rust  infected,  as  are 
fields  of  plant  cane  85-384  in  Vermilion  Parish. 
There  have  been  some  observations  of  rust  in 
fields  of  96-540.  The  amount  of  rust  in  fields  of 
540  is  not  nearly  as  heavy  as  those  found  in  fields 
of  384  and  988,  but  is  more  than  expected  by  us 
"variety  experts."  The  nights  remain  cool,  which 
is  favorable  to  the  increase  of  rust,  and 
unfavorable  to  rapid  cane  growth.  Cane  should 
be  able  to  grow  out  of  this  early  rust  problem 
with  more  favorable  conditions  of  rain  and  warm 
night  temperatures. 

Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee 
Report 

On  February  14th  and  15th,  The  Dedicated 
Research  Funding  Committee  met  to  review  48 
research  proposals  from  various  sugarcane 
researchers.  Researchers  either  from  the  LSU 
AgCenter  or  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit  presented  most  of  the  requests. 
The  committee  is  made  up  of  a  chairman,  four 
producer  members,  and  four  processor  members. 
The  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  Board  appoints  all  members  of  the 
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committee.  Each  year  2c"  per  ton  of  cane  is 
collected  from  Louisiana's  sugar  cane  growers 
and  processors,  and  is  dedicated  strictly  for 
research.  The  original  intent  for  this  funding  was 
to  support  high-risk  low  probability  research  that 
would  develop  alternate  uses  for  sugarcane  and 
its  byproducts.  However,  due  to  budget  problems 
at  both  the  state  and  federal  levels,  much  of  the 
funds  are  now  requested  for  everyday  research 
projects.  Of  the  funds  requested  this  year,  the 
majority  was  for  labor.  For  the  last  number  of 
years  both  sugar  research  stations  have  had 
problems  recruiting  seasonal  labor  for  both 
planting  and  harvest,  and  the  labor  shortage 
continues  to  get  worse  with  each  year. 

After  reviewing  each  project,  the  committee 
members  agree  upon  a  funding  level  at  which  they 
would  like  to  see  each  project  supported.  These 
funding  levels  are  then  recommended  to  the  board 
for  their  acceptance  or  rejection.  The  funds 
requested  for  the  48  projects  totaled  a  little  more 
than  $981,000.  Because  of  2005's  disastrous 
production  due  to  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita, 
the  funds  the  committee  had  at  its  disposal  were 
greatly  reduced.  For  this  reason  the  committee 
was  able  to  fully  fund  very  few  projects  and  was 
unable  to  fund  several  projects  that  were  of  much 
interest,  but  were  too  costly  to  fund  this  time. 
Funding  recommendations  are  broken  down  into 
four  categories,  and  again  this  year,  the  largest 
portion  of  funds  was  directed  toward  the  breeding 
program.  The  total  amount  recommended  for 
funding  by  the  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  was  $372,600.  This  funding 
recommendation  was  presented  to  the  ASCL 
Board  of  Directors  at  its  March  meeting  and  all 
were  approved. 

Category  one  is  Crop  Improvement  and 
includes  the  three  subcategories  of 
Biotechnology,  Breeding-Conventional,  and 
Breeding-Molecular.  Eight  projects  in  this 
category  were  recommended  for  funding  totaling 
$125,200.  This  funding  included  support  for  the 
basic  breeding  program,  varietal  development  at 
both  breeding  stations,  varietal  work  at  the  Iberia 
Research  Station,  and  molecular  mapping  for 
various  traits  including  cold  tolerance. 

Category  two  is  Crop  Production  and  includes 
the  three  subcategories  of  Cultural  Practices  and 


Ripening,  Economics,  and  Precision  Ag.  Seven 
projects  in  this  category  were  recommended  for 
funding  totaling  $67,500.  This  funding  included 
support  for  additional  sugarcane  ripener  research, 
alternate  methods  of  trash  removal,  harvester 
improvement,  economic  analysis  of  sugarcane 
production  in  Louisiana,  and  the  use  of  systems 
technology  for  improving  cane  production. 

Category  three  is  Crop  Protection  and  includes 
the  three  subcategories  of  Entomology,  Plant 
Pathology,  and  Weed  Control.  Five  projects  in 
this  category  were  recommended  for  funding 
totaling  $55,000.  This  funding  includes  some 
support  for  the  general  sugarcane  entomology  and 
pathology  at  both  the  LSU  AgCenter  and  the 
USDA  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  and  weed 
management  research. 

Category  four  is  Processing  and  includes  the 
three  subcategories  of  Alternate  Products,  Cane 
and  Juice  Quality,  and  Factory  Processes  and 
Losses.  Eleven  projects  in  this  category  were 
recommended  for  funding  totaling  $124,900. 
This  funding  includes  support  for  ethanol 
production  from  sugarcane  residue,  bagasse 
storage,  a  pilot  project  using  sugarcane  bagasse 
to  lower  blood  sugar  and  cholesterol  levels, 
milling  performance,  biomedical  composites, 
green  biofuels,  effects  of  green  and  brown  trash 
on  cane  processing,  cane  yard  losses,  and  the  use 
of  NIR  in  factory  core  labs. 

If  a  researcher  was  funded  in  the  previous  year, 
he/she  is  required  to  provide  a  brief  summary  of 
his/her  2005  work.  These  summaries  will  be 
published  in  upcoming  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin. 


Farm  Works  Software 


WARM 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 
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CORPORATION 


Jyotyi  the  fieCcC  to  t  fie  factory 


HON  I  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
CAMECO  dealer  for  all  of  your  cane  harvesting 
equipment,  parts  and  service  needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(5)honiron.com      www.  honiron.  com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


Alan  J.  Arcement 

"Your  Culvert  Connection" 

Metal  -  Plastic  Dual  Wall  -  PVC  Pipe 
Fittings  -  Drainage  Structures 


Phone:  (985)526-8973 
Email:  culvertconnection@yahoo.com 


UAP 


DELTA 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Ethanol-Biodiesel  Bills  Gather  Attention 

Farm  Loan  Mediation  Proposed 

Workers  Comp 


While  storm  recovery  remains  the 
theme  of  the  2006  Regular 
Legislative  Session,  green  fuel 
proposals  are  catching  a  great  deal  of  notice  as 
they  begin  the  sometimes  twisted  trek  through 
the  legislative  process.  Ag  Committee  Chairman 
Francis  Thompson  has  pushed  the  ethanol/ 
biodiesel  bill  (HB  685)  out  of  committee  where 
it  sits  on  the  calendar  in  the  House  awaiting  a 
vote  by  the  full  House.  Most  agricultural 
interests  are  pushing  for  passage.  The  Farm 
Bureau,  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  others  are 
working  at  gathering  enough  votes  to  send  the 
measure  to  the  Senate. 

Some  people  are  not  too  happy  with  the  bill. 
Mid-Continent  Oil  and  Gas  Association  opposes 
the  bill  citing  problems  with  the  mandate  to  use 
ethanol.  The  bill  requires  that  2%  by  total 
volume  of  gasoline  sold  in  the  state  be  ethanol 
as  soon  as  the  state  can  produce  10  million 
gallons. 

The  Louisiana  Oil  Marketers  Association  also 
opposes  the  bill.  They  complain  that  there  will 
be  unfair  cost's  bourne  by  them  to  convert  to 
ethanol.  At  first  they  said  it  could  cost  as  much 
as  $50  thousand  per  station  to  install  new  tanks. 
Upon  closer  examination  that  proved  not  to  be 
accurate  and  they  now  claim  cleaning  existing 
tanks,  which  is  done  in  the  states  now  offering 


ethanol,  would  be  expensive  although  studies 
show  that  this  only  costs  a  few  hundred  dollars 
per  outlet. 

The  same  requirement  in  the  bill  for  the  use 
of  biodiesel,  2%  when  production  of  biodiesel 
reaches  a  certain  level,  is  not  specifically 
opposed  by  these  groups,  but  the  Louisiana 
Motor  Transport  Association  claims  there  are 
problems  with  the  diesel  clogging  systems  in 
their  trucks  and  they  oppose  the  passage  of  the 
biodiesel  part  of  the  bill. 

Oddly,  the  national  affiliates  of  the  gasoline 
refineries  and  the  national  motor  transport 
association  are  on  record  of  supporting  the 
switch  to  green  fuels  as  a  national  policy. 

Rep.  Thompson's  bill  to  establish  standards 
for  the  agricultural  generation  of  electricity  (HB 
1 1 12)  is  more  complex  with  confusing  authority 
questions.  The  Legislature  and  the  Public 
Service  Commission  are  both  involved. 
Discussions  are  continuing. 

Farm  Loan  Mediation  Proposed 

Senate  Bill  514  by  Senator  Don  Cravins  has 
been  filed  and  provides  a  mediation  program  for 
creditors  of  farmers  who  plan  to  enforce  a 
secured  debt  against  agricultural  land.  Most  farm 
credit  groups  are  wary  of  the  usefulness  of  such 
a  proposal.  There  seems  to  be  some  agreement 
that  this  bill  would  add  another  layer  of 
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procedure  and  paperwork.  Senator  Cravins  has 
indicated  that  if  this  proposal  is  not  good  for 
farmers  he  would  not  seek  passage. 

Workers  Comp 

House  Bill  900  by  Representative  Richmond 


seeks  to  invalidate  the  exclusive  remedy  nature 
of  workers  comp  when  safety  devices  have  been 
removed  from  equipment  or  machinery.  You 
could  be  sued  in  tort  for  typical  worker  comp 
claims.  This  same  bill  passed  through  the  Senate 
last  year,  but  died  in  the  House  Committee. 


**XggAgk 


><S 


*to 


kAr 


fy/ZERCO' 

True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•Fertilizer  •Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 

•  Farm  Supplies  •Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


GAM  Tire  Co.,   Inc 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  Rd.,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  Can  help  yOU  Survive  Managed  by: 

by  Cutting  COSts!  Grace  and  Maggie 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (LicenseM5M6) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser  #01249 
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2006  HIGH  YIELD  WINNERS 
(2004  CROP) 


Irish  Bend  Planting 

1st  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Teche  District 

Category  II 


Jimmy  Flannigan,  St.  Mary  County  Agent  and 
i  Kevin  Breaux 


Blanchard  Brothers,  Inc. 

1st  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Teche  District 

Category  III 


Jimmy  Flannigan,  Iberia  County  Agent  and 
Harvey  Blanchard 


Freyou  Farms,  Inc. 

1st  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Teche  District 

Category  IV 


Jimmy  Flannigan,  Iberia  County  Agent  and 
Glen  Freyou 
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Dale  Pupera 


Lenny  Vaughn,  Jr. 


1st  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Northern  District 

Category  II 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Teche  District 

Category  I 


wm   i 


Dale  Purpera  and  Dale  Purpera,  Jr. 


Lenny  Vaughn,  Jimmy  Flannigan,  Iberia 
County  Agent  and  Leonard  Vaughn 


Too  Sweet  Sugar  Farm,  Inc. 


B.J.  Lejeune  Farm 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Teche  District 

Category  II 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Teche  District 

Category  III 


Parish  Winner  -  Iberia 


Jimmy  Flannigan,  Iberia  County 
Agent  and  Malcom  Landry 


Jimmy  Flannigan,  Iberia  County  Agent 
and  B.J.  LeJuene 
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Square  B  Farms,  Inc. 


Robichaux  Farms,  Inc. 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Teche  District 

Category  IV 


Joseph,  Ricky,  William  and  Edmond 

Broussard  and  Jimmy  Flannigan,  Iberia 

County  Agent 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

River/Bayou  Lafourche  District 

Category  I 


Rick  Louque,  Terrebonne  County  Agent 
and  Howard  Robichaux 


Trabeaux  Farms 


Flint  Langlois 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Northerm  District 

Category  I 


Harry  Laws,  West  Baton  Rouge 
County  Agent  and  Hartman  Trabeaux 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Northern  District 

Category  II 


Flint  Langlois 
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Joe  Beaud,  III 


Big  D  Farms 


2nd  Place 

District  Acreage  Winner 

Northern  District 

Category  IV 


Joe  Beaud,  III 


Parish  Winner  -  St.  Charles 


Herman  Waguespack,  League  Agronomist 
and  Denis  Lanaux,  III 


Winsley  St.  Pierre  &  Sons 


Melancon  Sugarcane  Farms 


Parish  Winner  -  St.  John 


Parish  Winner  -  St.  Martin 


Reed  St.  Pierre 


Nicky,  Brian  and  Craig  Melancon  and 
Alfred  Guidry,  St.  Martin  County  Agent 
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Never  Underestimate  What  Can 
Be  Achieved  With  A  Good  Plan 


When  you  need  to  get  the  tough  wei 

Plan  with  Purple 


A  good  plan  can  determine  a  successful  sugarcane  harvest-  so  plan  to  fight 
nutsedge  and  other  tough  weeds  with  Permit®  herbicide. 

Research  indicates  competition  from  nutsedge  can  be  devastating  to  your 
sugarcane  crop.  Permit  remains  the  standard  of  excellence  for  nutsedge 
control  plus  Permit  controls  tough  broadleaf  weeds  such  as  velvet  leaf, 
cocklebur,  common  ragweed  and  sunflower. 

Permit  offers  application  flexibility  and  can  be  applied  from  prior  to  planting 
through  row  closure.  Excellent  crop  safety,  low  use  rates  and  low  cost 

per  application  make  Permit  a  natural  addition  to  your  weed  management  plan. 

Achieve  Great  Things.  Plan  with  Purple™ 


P 

HERBICIDE 

Now  in  purple  packaging 


I  -800-883- 1 844  •  www.gowanco.com 


Gowan" 


Permit®  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Nissan  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions.      The  Go  To  Company 
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•LIGHTER  WEIGHT] 

t  AND  INCREASED  »^ 
'''CARRYING  CAPACITY  10M 


RUGGED | 
kELIABLE  • 

Mte  Offer  Up-Grades  for 

Your  Existing  Planters! 

|k|        _ 


s»v 
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HEMNE  CANE  PLANTERS 


Agfc 


337.942.8180   ■  2440  POWERS  STREET    -  OPE  LOUS  AS,  LA  70570 


%% 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


it 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


1981  IH  1086  Hi-Clear  -  $3,000;  1972  JD  690A  Excavator  -  $4,000;  Prime  3-row  w/ 
Bar-off  -  $3,600;  LaCane  3-row  w/Bar-off  -  $2,500;  Hearne's  3-row  Billet  Planter  - 
$15,300;  Hi-Dump  Wagon  (Gravois  Made)  -  $8,000;  750  gal.  7-row  sprayer  -  $1,500;  5- 
row  Hooded  Spray,  3  point  lift  -  $750;  16'xlO'  Homemade  Eq  carrier  $1,200;  JD  V- 
Ripper  w/6  shanks  -  $1,500;  1418  JD  14'  Mower  -  $1,500.  Call  Eric  at  (225)  413-9650  or 
Rodney  at  (225)  413-9815. 

International  1086  (Hi-Crop);  Thompson  4- wheel  Drive  Cane  Loader;  Transfer  Loader; 
Cameco  2-row  Cane  Cutter;  Thompson  3-row;  3  pt.  Sprayer  Boom;  15'  Bushhog; 
Land  Leveler;  Quality  Drain  Plow;  5-row  Spray  Rig;  2  Transfer  Wagons.  Call  Jim  at 
(985)637-8309. 

1997  Cameco  2500  Sugarcane  Harvester-  complete  track  job,  field  ready  $45,000;  Bayou 
Fab  10-ton  High  Dump  Wagon  -  $10,000.  Call  Wendell  Albarado  at  (225)  545-3809  or 
(225)  303-2795. 

2000  Austoft  7700  Cane  Combine;  1998  -  8910  MFD;  1992  -  5250  2WD;  1996  5240 
MFD;  1997  -  5220  MFD;  Hydraulic  Dump  Wagon(s);  40'  Hwy.  Billet  Trailer;  3-row 
Choppers  (homemade);  4-row  Orthman  Rowmarker;  Misc.  Equipment  and  Tools.  Call 
Lynn  Breaux  at  (337)  276-4347  after  6:00  p.m. 

4  -  1997  High  Lift  Sugarcane  Dump  Wagons,  8-10  ton  with  walking  beam  axles  on 
18.4  x  30"  tires  -  $8,500  each;  1998  Austoft  Sugarcane  Harvester;    Used  parts  1997 

Austoft  Harvester.  Call  Bill  at  (337)  302-4430  or  (337)  893-6001  (home). 

3-row  Billet  Planter  with  Opener  -  $40,000.  Call  Lynn  Berry  at  (337)  515-8696. 

(2)  Single  Row  Shavers,  1  with  wheels  and  1  without  -  $300  for  both;  18ft.  Do-all  Hydraulic 
Fold  -  $600;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Tandem  Wagon  -  $1,500;  Cameco  Direct  Haul  Single 
Axle  Wagon  -  $1,000;  (2)  Rear  Drum  Cane  Planters  -  $1,  200  each;  Thompson  3-row 
with  offbars  and  fenders  -  $2,400;  Thomson  4-row  -  $1, 000;  Hooded  Ditch  Bank  Sprayer 
-  $800;  1  Single  row  subsoiler  with  choppers  &  rollers  -  $1,000.  Call  (225)  717-0296  or 
(225)  473-6162. 


Try 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Classifieds! 

It  Really  Works! 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)367-8233 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

|  BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

|  Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

!  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

j  Parks,  LA 

i  Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

1  Thibodaux,  LA 

l  Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

j  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

!  CoBank 

j  St.  Louis,  MO 

I  Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

j  Lafayette,  LA 

|  The  Cottonport  Bank 

|  Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

i  Dupont  Ag  Products 

|  Welsh,  LA 

|  Estes  Refractory 

|  Jeanerette,  LA 

|  First  South  ACA 

I  Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

j  Goodyear 

j  Thibodaux,  LA 

I  Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

j  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

|  Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

1  Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

j  Thibodaux,  LA 

I  Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Editor's  Note:  The  following  article  written  by  Phillip  Hayes,  the  communications  director  for  the 
American  Sugar  Alliance,  urges  you  to  sign  a  petition  being  sent  to  Congress.  This  petition  is 
insisting  that  a  strong  sugar  policy  be  maintained. 


Stand  Up  and  be  Heard  Before  It's  Too  Late 

By:  Phillip  Hayes 


2005  was  a  terrible  year  for  Louisiana  sugar 
producers. 

Continued  low  sugar  prices  led  to  announced 
mill  closures  in  New  Iberia,  Jeanerette,  and 
Brusly.  Congress  compounded  the  problem  by 
passing  CAFTA.  And  then  like  a  mighty  sucker 
punch  coming  from  behind,  Katrina  and  Rita 
erased  all  hope  of  turning  things  around. 

For  many  around  the  state,  sugar  rightfully 
took  a  back  seat  to  rebuilding  homes  and 
communities.  It's  understandable  that  sugar 
policy  has  been  the  furthest  thing  from  most 
people's  minds  for  a  while. 

But  you  need  to  pay  attention  now. 

Multinational  food  manufacturers  are  on 
Capitol  Hill  lobbying  against  your  interests,  and 
they  are  prepared  to  spend  millions  to  weaken 
the  very  sugar  policy  on  which  Louisiana 
depends. 

Candy  conglomerates,  big  bakery  businesses, 
and  ice  cream  kings  are  looking  to  boost  their 
profits  at  your  expense.  They  want  to  alter  sugar 
policy  in  a  way  that  will  send  sugar  prices 
plummeting  and  could  pave  the  way  to  more 
subsidized  sugar  imports. 

This  would  be  disastrous  for  Louisiana  and 
for  the  27,000  workers  and  farmers  from  the  state 
who  depend  on  sugar  for  their  livelihoods. 

There  is  still  time  to  fend  off  the  attacks,  but 
Louisianians  must  be  vocal  and  active  if  there's 


any  chance  to  defeat  the  army  of  high-priced 
candy  lobbyists. 

Step  one  is  to  send  Congress  a  loud  and  clear 
message  that  Louisiana  demands  an  extension 
of  the  existing  sugar  policy. 

To  send  this  message,  visit 
www.sugaralliance.org/petition  and  sign  the 
online  petition  to  Congress  insisting  that  a  strong 
sugar  policy  be  maintained. 

Step  two  is  to  get  others  involved.  Inform 
your  friends,  your  neighbors,  and  your  family 
about  the  fight  over  sugar  policy.  Ask  them  to 
sign  the  petition.  Ask  them  to  educate  their 
friends.  Then  ask  them  to  join  you  in  calling 
your  Congressmen  and  Senators. 

2005  was  a  terrible  year,  but  2006  can  be 
better  with  some  good  old  fashioned  hard  work. 
It's  time  for  Louisianians  to  draw  a  line  in  the 
sand  and  stop  the  cycle  of  misfortune  before  it 
spirals  out  of  control. 

We  might  not  be  able  to  control  Mother 
Nature,  but  we  can  have  some  control  over  the 
policies  coming  out  of  Washington,  DC. 


Sign  up  with  the  online  petition  or  call  the 
League  office  at  (985)  448-3707  and  we  will 
send  you  a  hard  copy  for  your  signature  and 
distributition  to  your  family,  friends  and  business 
acquaintances. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief 

Senate  Support  For  Farm  Bill  Extension 

Senate  Reviews  Sugar  Program 

USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


As  expected,  the  Senate  approved  the 
emergency  supplemental  request, 
including  $3.9  billion  for  agricultural 
disasters,  despite  a  threat  by  the  White  House  to 
veto  any  package  that  exceeds  the  overall  dollar 
amount  requested  by  the  President  (approximately 
$95  billion  vs.  the  Senate  bill's  $109  billion  price 
tag).  Senate  opponents  of  the  package  circulated 
a  letter  immediately  prior  to  the  vote  urging  the 
President  to  veto  the  bill  if  it  exceeds  his  request. 
Thirty-four  Senators  signed  the  letter,  an  ominous 
sign  that  a  veto  would  prevail  if  Congress  attempts 
to  over-ride  the  President's  wishes. 

To  date,  there  have  been  no  conference 
negotiations  and  the  House  has  not  named 
conferees  for  those  negotiations.  Instead,  the 
leadership  has  signaled  that  the  real  House-Senate 
negotiations  will  take  place  at  the  staff  level  and 
in  meetings  between  the  leaders  of  those 
legislative  bodies. 

We  continue  to  work  with  our  allies  to  seek 
flexibility  from  the  House  leadership.  A  coalition 
of  agricultural  interest  groups  has  sent  a  letter  to 
the  House  Members  urging  them  to  accept  the 
Senate's  agricultural  disaster  package  in 
conference. 

This  will  be  a  tough  fight,  given  the  current 
intransigence  on  the  part  of  the  House  leadership, 
who  are  concerned  about  maintaining  the  support 


of  their  conservative  base  as  mid-term  elections 
approach  in  November. 

Senate  Support  For  Farm  Bill  Extension 

Louisiana  Senators  Mary  Landrieu  and  David 
Vitter  were  original  cosponsors  of  Senate 
legislation  to  extend  the  farm  bill  in  early  May. 
Press  reports  have  highlighted  growing  interest 
in  farm  bill  extension  if  the  WTO  talks  fail  to 
show  progress  by  the  end  of  July.  Reports  from 
Geneva  indicate  that  the  negotiators  have  reached 
a  stalemate  and  that  the  Doha  Round  may 
languish  for  months  or  years  unless  there  is 
sudden  movement.  With  French  elections 
coming  next  year,  the  July  deadline  would  appear 
to  be  the  last  opportunity  for  movement  on  trade 
talks  until  2008,  though  the  US  presidential 
election  in  2008  is  likely  to  push  trade  talks  into 
2009  unless  an  agreement  comes  together  in  the 
next  couple  of  months. 

Senate  Reviews  Sugar  Program 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  in  early 
May  held  a  hearing  to  review  the  operations  of 
the  sugar  program.  Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender 
joined  ASA's  Jack  Roney  and  Steve  Williams, 
President  of  the  American  Sugarbeet  Growers 
Association,  in  testifying  for  the  producers.  The 
producer  representatives  voiced  support  for  the 


program  and  noted  that  the  experiences  of  2005 
showed  that  the  program  was  flexible  enough  to 
work  even  when  weather-related  losses  hit  much 
of  the  sugar-producing  regions  of  the  US.  The 
witnesses  also  went  on  record  in  support  of 
extending  the  current  sugar  title  of  the  2002  farm 
bill. 

Much  of  the  discussions  at  the  hearing  focused 
on  the  potential  for  sucrose  ethanol  production 
in  the  US.  Several  of  the  Senators  voiced  support 
for  this  endeavor,  some  noting  that  the  President 
has  made  strong  statements  in  support  of  growing 
our  renewable  fuels  capacity,  while  Under 
Secretary  J.B.  Penn  informed  the  Committee  that 
the  LSU  study  on  the  viability  of  sucrose  ethanol 
production  in  the  US,  requested  by  the 
Department,  was  being  reviewed  and  would 
likeiy  be  made  available  in  mid-summer. 

The  sweetener  users  also  testified  at  the 
hearing.  Of  particular  interest  in  their  testimony 
was  the  new-found  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  maintaining  a  domestic  sugar 
industry.  While  no  longer  calling  for  abolition 
of  the  sugar  program,  the  users  maintain  that  they 
would  like  to  see  some  changes  to  the  program 
to  make  it  more  market-oriented.  ASA's  Jack 
Roney  noted  that  those  calling  for  reforms  to  the 
sugar  program  were,  in  essence,  urging  that  a  no- 
cost  program  be  replaced  by  a  high-cost  program 
at  a  time  when  budgetary  resources  were  limited. 

Users  also  argued  that  domestic  prices  were 
too  high,  with  one  witness  suggesting  the  prices 
had  doubled  following  the  hurricanes  last  fall. 
Mr.  Ellender  noted  that  the  price  he  received  for 
his  crop  was  around  20  cents/pound  in  2004  and 
22  cents/pound  in  2005,  certainly  not  a  doubling 
of  price  and  still  in  the  same  range  as  producers 
received  20  years  ago. 


USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  May  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at 
1,331,000  tons.  2005/06  production  was 
decreased  to  7,431,000  short  tons  (raw  value) 
from  7,519,000  tons,  with  beet  production 
lowered  to  4,383,000  tons  from  4,403,000  tons, 
and  cane  production  lowered  to  3,048,000  tons 
from  3,116,000  tons  last  month.  Louisiana's 
production  was  unchanged  at  1,245,000  tons, 
while  Florida's  production  was  decreased  to 
1,368,000  tons  from  1,436,000  tons.  Imports 
are  increased  to  3,115,000  tons  from  3,090,000 
tons.  Total  supply  fell  to  11,877,000  tons  from 
11,940,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10,265,000  tons  and  total  use  was 
unchanged  at  10,440,000  tons.  As  a  result, 
ending  stocks  are  lowered  to  1,437,000  tons 
from  1,500,000  tons  last  month  and  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  was  lowered  to  13.8  percent  from 
14.4  percent. 

USDA's  first  2006/07  projections  show 
production  rising  to  8,230,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  at  4,700,000  tons  and  cane  at 
3,530,000  tons,  with  Louisiana  at  1,300,000  tons 
and  Florida  at  1,800,000  tons.  Imports  are 
projected  at  1,818,000  tons,  including  1,318,000 
tons  under  the  TRQ.  Total  supply  is  pegged  at 
11,485,000.  Exports  are  projected  to  be  at 
200,000  and  deliveries  are  seen  at  10,415,000 
tons.  Total  use  is  projected  at  10,615,000, 
leaving  ending  stocks  at  870,000  tons  and  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  at  8.2  percent. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 

: 

Crop  Report  -  New  Varieties 

Calendar  of  Events  for  Summer  2006 

American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

Contact  Committee  Meeting 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  May  15, 
2006,  varying  amounts  of  rain  have  fallen 
across  the  state.  Rainfall  totals  range 
from  twelve  inches  (+)  to  less  than  two  inches. 
Although  the  rain  was  not  abundant  in  all  areas, 
most  fields  are  starting  to  show  the  effects  of 
fertilization.  However,  in  those  areas  that  have 
received  only  a  little  rain,  cane  growth  is  not 
impressive  in  either  plant  cane  or  older  stubbles. 
Cane  height  measurements  for  LCP  85-384  in 
plant  cane  and  first  stubble  at  both  the  Iberia 
Research  Station,  near  Jeanerette,  LA,  and  at  the 
USD  A  Ardoyne  Farm,  near  Houma,  LA  indicate 
that  cane  is  growing  at  an  average  rate  of  about  3 
inches  per  week.  Additionally,  the  measurements 
at  Houma  indicate  that  no  year's  measurements 
(1997  -  2005)  for  plant  cane  384  have  been 
greater;  only  in  1999  were  first  stubble 
measurements  for  LCP  85-384  taller. 

As  some  of  the  slower  to  grow  fields  improve, 
rust  is  appearing  in  them.  However,  there  are 
several  reports  of  fields  of  both  LCP  85-384  and 
CP  95-988  growing  out  of  early  severe  rust 
infections.  The  new  growth  in  these  rapidly 
growing  fields  is  not  showing  nearly  as  much  rust 
as  are  the  older  leaves.  Hopefully,  this  is  a  sign 
of  good  things  to  come. 


New  Varieties 

At  the  Variety  Release  Committee  Meeting  on 
April  25, 2006,  after  hearing  all  comparative  data 
pertaining  to  L  99-226  and  L  99-233,  there  was  a 
unanimous  vote  by  the  representives  from  the 
LSU  AgCenter,  the  USDA-ARS,  and  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League,  that  both  varieties 
should  be  released  to  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  for  commercial  planting  in  2006.  "The 
Notice  of  Release"  for  both  L  99-226  and  L  99- 
233  are  published  in  this  issue  of  "The  Sugar 
Bulletin."  Please  read  the  release  notices  for  they 
outline  the  phenotypical  and  agronomical  traits 
of  each  variety.  Application  forms  and  a  list  of 
Secondary  Stations  where  each  variety  is 
available  for  purchase,  will  be  published  in  the 
July  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 


Calendar  of  Events  for  Summer  2006 

Listed  below  are  those  events  of  interest  to  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  distributed  by  Dr. 
Ben  Legendre,  LSU  Ag  Center,  for  the  Summer 
of  2006.  The  times  listed  for  field  days  are  for 
the  actual  start  time  of  the  function  itself. 
Registration  generally  begins  at  least  one  hour 
prior  to  the  event. 


June  2-9:00  AM      Terrebonne  Parish  Area 
Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Main  Laboratory  Complex 
Houma,  LA 

June  19  -30  22nd  Annual  Raw  Cane 

Sugar  Manufacturers'  Institute 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Division  of 

Continuing  Education 

Nicholls  State  University 

Thibodaux,  LA 

June  14  -16  36th  Annual  Joint  Meeting 

of  the  ASSCT  LA  &  FL  Divisions 

Tradewinds  Resort 
St.  Pete  Beach,  FL 


June  28 -9:00  AM 


July  6 -9 


ASCL  Contact 
Committee  Meeting 

Howard  Johnson's  Envie 
Thibodaux,  LA 

LA  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  Convention 

New  Orleans  Marriott  Hotel 
New  Orleans,  LA 


July  8  -  TB A  LA  Farm  Bureau 

Federation  Convention 

Commodity  Conferences  -  Sugar 

July  10  -21      Cane  Sugar  Refiners'  Institute 

USDA  and  Division  of  Continuing  Education 

Nicholls  State  University 

Thibodaux,  LA 

July  18  -  3:00  PM  Vermilion  Parish 

Sugarcane  Summer  School 

Cecil  McCrory  Exhibit  Bldg. 
Abbeville,  LA 


July  19 -9:00  AM 


LSU  Area  Sugarcane 
Field  Day 

[Iberville  (Host),  Pointe  Coupee, 

St.  Charles,  St.  John,  West  Baton  Rouge] 

St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 

St.  Gabriel,  LA 


July  20  -8:30  AM 


Lafourche  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day 

American  Legion  Home 
Raceland,  LA 


July  24-1:00  PM   Avoyelles/Rapides  Parish 
Fall  Practices  Meeting 

Bunkie  Civic  Center 

(Old  Bunkie  Bank  Meeting  Room) 

Bunkie,  LA 

July  25-9:00  AM        Ascension/Assumption 
Parish  Sugarcane  Tour  and  Field  Day 

LCES  Office 

119  Robin  Street 

Napoleonville,  LA 

July  27  -  4:30  PM       Iberia/St.  Mary  Parish 
Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Iberia  Research  Station 

Jeanerette,  LA 

(with  Inside  Program  at  Ward  8 

Recreation  Center,  Jeanerette) 

July  28  -  2:00  PM     St.  Martin/Lafayette/St. 
Landry  Parishes  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Levert-St.  John 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

(with  Inside  Program  at  Woodmen-of-  the- 

World  Building,  St.  Martinville) 

August  3  -  9:30  AM        Certified  Prescribed 
Burn  Manager  Training 

St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 

Conference  Room  (Brick  Building) 

St.  Gabriel,  LA 


American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

Members  of  ASSCT  are  reminded  that  the  36th 
Annual  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Florida  and 
Louisiana  Divisions  of  the  ASSCT  will  be  held 
June  14-16,  2006  at  the  Tradewinds  Island 
Grand  Resort,  5500  Gulf  Boulevard,  St.  Pete 
Beach,  Florida.  During  the  two  days  of 
presentations,  there  are  a  number  of  pertinent 
papers  being  offered  in  both  the  Agricultural 
Sections  and  the  Manufacturing  Sections.  By 
contacting  Dr.  Denver  Loupe  at  the  LSU 
AgCenter,  further  information  can  be  obtained 
about  the  meetings.  The  phone  number  at  which 
Dr.  Loupe  can  be  contacted  is  (225)  578-6930. 
Additional  information  about  the  meeting  can 
also  be  obtained  from  the  ASSCT  web  site  at 
www.assct.org 


Contact  Committee  Meeting 

The  date  of  the  2006  Committee  Meeting  is 
set  for  the  morning  of  June  28.  Chairman 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  will  call  the  meeting  to 
order  at  9:00  AM  in  the  Envie  Banquet  Facility 
of  the  Howard  Johnson  in  Thibodaux,  LA.  This 
year's  meeting  will  center  on  "Change."  In  order 
to  stay  profitable  and  competitive  whether  in 
production,  processing,  or  research,  one  must  be 
able  to  adapt  to  changes  in  the  business 
environment  and  make  use  of  emerging 
technology.  Subjects  to  be  covered  in  this  year's 
meeting  are: 
•        Varieties 

o    Release  of  L  99-226  and  L  99-233 
o    Potential  for  blueprinting  future 

varieties 
Rust 

o    Rust  and  soil  fertility 
o    Farm  management  tools  for  the  future 
••       Sugarcane  Bioenergy 

o    Bioenergy  production  by  the 

Louisiana  sugar  industry 
o    Breeding  for  bioenergy  production 
sugar  or  fiber 


•  Industry  Update 

,     o    Political  (farm  bill) 
o    Disaster  legislation 

•  Update  on  how  the  sugar  beet  industry  is 
preparing  to  remain  profitable  into  the 
future 

A  meal  will  be  served,  so  please  fill  out 
and  return  the  following  page  no  later  than 
Wednesday,  June  21,  2006. 


Alan  J.  Arcement 

"Your  Culvert  Connection" 

Metal  -  Plastic  Dual  Wall  -  PVC  Pipe 
Fittings  -  Drainage  Structures 


Phone:  (985)526-8973 
Email:  culvertconnection@yahoo.com 


You're  First  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe 
that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 

personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST 

at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(985)  446-9450 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 
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Annual  Contact  Committee  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

Wednesday,  June  28,  2006 

9:00  a.m. 

Registration  Form  8t  Lunch  Reservations 

If  you  plan  to  attend  the  Annual  Contact  Committee  Meeting  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  please  return  this  form  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P  O  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Name: 


Business  Name: 
Address: 


I  will  plan  to  attend  the  luncheon. 
I  do  not  plan  to  stay  for  the  meal. 


Please  return  this  form  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  office  no  later 
than  June  21.  2006. 


Please  return  this  Registration  Form 

by  June  21,  2006 

if  you  plan  to  attend  the 

Contact  Committee  Meeting 
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Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (Licensemso-06) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser #01249 


t" 


ol's  Re 


** 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Anxiety,  Insects,  Sugar  Cane 
and  Old  Age 

is  a  candid  account  of  the  life  and  works  of 

Dr.   Henry  Long,  LSU 

sugar  cane  entomologist  (1957-65), 

ag  consultant  (1965-99),  and 

Nicholls  State  U.  biologist  (1965-94). 

Chapters  9,  10,  14,  15,  &  18  include  a  history 

of  the  IPM  of  sugar  cane  insects  in  Louisiana. 

Available  at  888-795-4274  ext.  876, 

www.xlibris.com/bookstore. 

Barnesandnoble.com,  or  a  local  book  store. 


Wanted  to  Buy 


Sugarcane  Growing  Land 

A  little  or  a  lot 

I'll  make  an  offer  on  the  spot. 


Please  Call  248-753-3425 


}A|J5^  ■   ' 


wf  LARGER  >~ 
;  DRUM  At 

m-  SIMPLIFIED  "4p 
^HYDRAULICS 


— =— - 


tfW&IMPROMtt 
IROW  WHOLE  SIM& 
PLANTERS     1 


•PUMP ON  THE 

TTONGUE  DESIGlil'lf 
FOR  FAST  HITCH-U- 


V 


LIGHTER  WEIGHTJMBjf  t 
AND  INCREASED   fill 
CARRYING  CAPACITY 


p RUGGED 
RELIABLE* 


aite  .xom 


WW  -    -  -  -mm 

We  Offer  Up-Grades  for  m 
Your  Existing  Plantersim 


PLANTERS 


'4  •  iYM«f  •!  ;h*  J  W>\  :  1 1  3 


lTdW 


%&     337. 942.8180    -  2440  POWERS  STREET    ■  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 
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Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  L  99-226 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

And 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S. A,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  develop  improved  sugarcane 
varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  variety,  L  99-226,  for 
commercial  planting  in  the  summer  of  2006. 

L  99-226  was  derived  from  a  cross  (XL94-128)  made  in  1994  between  HoCP  89-846  as  the 
female  parent  and  LCP  8 1-30  as  the  male  parent.  Single  stool  seedling  selection  was  done  at  the  St. 
Gabriel  Research  Station  located  at  St.  Gabriel,  Louisiana  in  1996.  Permanent  variety  assignment 
was  done  in  1999.  The  stalks  of  L  99-226  are  bronze  to  reddish  (red  predominates)  and  are  covered 
with  a  wax  layer.  In  the  sunlight  the  stalks  have  a  more  purplish  hue.  The  new  variety  has  an  average 
population  of  large  diameter  stalks.  Its  stalk  population  is  84%  and  stalk  weight  is  127%  of  Louisiana's 
leading  variety,  LCP  85-384,  averaged  over  plant-cane,  first-ratoon,  and  second-ratoon  crops.  L  99- 
226  is  a  good  stubbling  variety. 

Yield  data  from  50  combine-harvested  Outfield  Trials  that  are  replicated  on  both  light  and  heavy 
textured  soils  indicate  that  L  99-226  produces  approximately  33%  greater  recoverable  sugar  yield 
(lbs.  per  acre)  than  LCP  85-384  averaged  across  plant-cane,  first-ratoon,  and  second-ratoon  crops. 
L  99-226  is  early  maturing,  and  it  has  produced  9%  greater  sucrose  content  (lbs.  per  ton  of  cane) 
than  LCP  85-384  when  averaged  across  all  tests.  Based  on  23  tests,  the  fiber  content  of  the  new 
variety  is  1 2. 1  %,  which  is  similar  to  LCP  85-384  ( 1 1 .9%).  Field  observations  indicate  that  L  99-226 
is  not  an  erect  variety  and  is  better  suited  to  combine  harvesting  systems.  The  leaf  sheaths  of  L  99- 
226  are  less  tightly  held  than  LCP  85-384,  which  should  aid  in  trash  extraction  during  combine 
harvesting  of  green  (unburned)  cane. 

L  99-226  is  moderately  resistant  to  Sorghum  mosaic  virus,  smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Syd.), 
brown  rust  (Puccinia  melanocephala  Syd.),  and  leaf  scald  [Xanthomonas  albilineans  (Ashby) 
Dowson]  under  natural  field  infection.  The  effect  of  yellow  leaf  disease  on  the  yield  of  L  99-226  is 
unknown.  L  99-226  may  sustain  significant  yield  loss  in  ratoon  crops  from  ratoon  stunting  disease 
[Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli  (Davis  et  al.  1984)  Evtushenko  et  al.  2000].  To  realize  the  maximum 
yield  potential  of  this  variety,  healthy  seed  cane,  free  of  this  and  other  systemic  diseases,  must  be 
planted. 

L  99-226  is  resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer  Diatraea  saccharalis  (F.)  and  should  be  scouted  to 
insure  timely  insecticide  applications.  This  variety  is  a  good  choice  to  plant  in  areas  where  insecticides 
cannot  be  applied. 
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Field  observations  indicate  that  L  99-226  is  not  any  more  susceptible  to  herbicides  commonly 
used  for  weed  control  than  LCP  85-384. 

Based  on  two  years  of  maturity  data  obtained  from  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory, 
L  99-226  has  early  season  sucrose  content  similar  to  LCP  85-384  and  continues  to  accumulate 
sucrose  throughout  the  harvest.  For  the  two-year  period,  late  November  sucrose  content  was  3.5% 
higher  than  LCP  85-384. 

Seed  cane  of  L  99-226  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
in  accordance  with  the  procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  on  or  after 
July  1 ,  2006.  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
206  East  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301.  Neither  the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural 
Center  nor  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  seed  cane  available  for  distribution.  An 
application  for  variety  protection  via  a  plant  patent  is  being  made  by  the  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center. 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USDA,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Mr.  Craig  Collier 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A,  Inc. 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 


CapitalQne 


including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Warehouses 


•  Suppliers 

•  Equipment  companies 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=>   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lendIr    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 
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Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  L  99-233 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

And 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S. A,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  develop  improved  sugarcane  varieties, 
have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  variety,  L  99-233,  for  commercial 
planting  in  the  summer  of  2006. 

L  99-233  was  derived  from  a  cross  (XL94-8)  made  in  1994  between  CP  79-348  as  the  female 
parent  and  HoCP  91-552  as  the  male  parent.  Single  stool  seedling  selection  was  done  at  the  St. 
Gabriel  Research  Station  located  at  St.  Gabriel,  Louisiana  in  1996.  Permanent  variety  assignment 
was  done  in  1999.  The  stalks  of  L  99-233  are  greenish  yellow  (green  is  predominant)  and  are  covered 
with  a  wax  layer.  The  new  variety  has  a  high  population  of  small  diameter  stalks.  Its  stalk  population 
is  116%  and  stalk  weight  is  104%  of  Louisiana's  leading  variety,  LCP  85-384,  when  averaged  over 
plant-cane,  first  ratoon,  and  second  ratoon  crops.  L  99-233  is  an  excellent  stubbling  variety. 

Yield  data  from  50  combine-harvested  Outfield  Trials  that  are  replicated  on  both  light  and  heavy 
textured  soils  indicate  that  L  99-233  produces  approximately  18%  greater  recoverable  sugar  yield 
(lbs.  per  acre)  than  LCP  85-384  averaged  across  plant-cane,  first-ratoon,  and  second-ratoon  crops. 
The  sucrose  content  (lbs.  per  ton  of  cane)  of  L  99-233  is  similar  to  LCP  85-384  when  averaged  across 
all  tests.  Based  on  20  tests,  the  fiber  content  of  the  new  variety  is  13.2%,  which  is  slightly  higher  than 
LCP  85-384  with  a  value  of  1 1 .9%.  Field  observations  indicate  that  L  99-233  is  not  an  erect  variety 
and  is  better  suited  to  combine  harvesting  systems.  The  leaf  sheaths  of  L  99-233  are  less  tightly  held 
than  LCP  85-384,  which  should  aid  in  trash  extraction  during  combine  harvesting  of  green  (unburned) 
cane. 

L  99-233  is  moderately  resistant  to  Sorghum  mosaic  virus,  smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Syd.),  brown 
rust  (Puccinia  melanocephala  Syd.),  and  leaf  scald  [Xanthomonas  albilineans  (Ashby)  Dowson] 
under  natural  field  infection.  The  effect  of  yellow  leaf  disease  on  the  yield  of  L  99-233  is  unknown. 
L  99-233  is  especially  susceptible  to  ratoon  stunting  disease  [Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli  (Davis  et  al. 
1984)  Evtushenko  et  al.  2000]  and  may  sustain  significant  yield  loss  in  ratoon  crops  if  preventative 
measures  are  not  practiced.  To  realize  the  maximum  yield  potential  of  this  variety,  healthy  seed  cane, 
free  of  this  and  other  systemic  diseases,  must  be  planted. 

L  99-233  is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer  Diatraea  saccharalis  (F.)  and  should  be  scouted  to 
insure  timely  insecticide  applications.  This  variety  should  not  be  planted  where  insecticides  cannot 
be  applied. 

Field  observations  indicate  that  L  99-233  is  not  any  more  susceptible  to  herbicides  commonly  used 
for  weed  control  than  LCP  85-384. 
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Stand  Up 

for 

Sugar  Policy 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  must  mobilize  and 
speak  up  in  support  of  extending  the  current  sugar 
program. 


Remove  this  petition,  sign  it, 
and  pass  it  along  to  your  friends, 
family,  and  business  associates. 
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Based  on  two  years  of  maturity  data  obtained  from  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory, 
L  99-233  is  not  an  early  maturing  variety,  but  does  accumulate  sucrose  throughout  the  harvest.  L  99- 
233  matures  in  a  pattern  similar  to  LCP  85-384. 

Seed  cane  of  L  99-233  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
in  accordance  with  the  procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  on  or  after 
July  1 ,  2006.  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
206  East  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301.  Neither  the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural 
Center  nor  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  seed  cane  available  for  distribution.  An 
application  for  variety  protection  via  a  plant  patent  is  being  made  by  the  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center. 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USDA,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Mr.  Craig  Callier 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A,  Inc. 

Summary  of  results  comparing  the  yield  of  L  99-226  and  L  99-233  with  LCP  85-384,  HoCP  91-555, 
HoCP  96-540,  and  L  97-128  in  50  combine-harvested,  replicated  trials  on  light-  and  heavy-textured 
soils  from  2003  to  2005. 


Sugar 

Cane 

Sucrose 

Stalk 

Stalk 

Variety 

Yield 

Yield 

Content 

Weight 

Population 

(lbs/Acre) 

(tons/Acre) 
Plant-cane  crop 

(lbs/ton) 
(26)1 

(lbs) 

(stalks/Acre) 

LCP  85-384 

7320 

26.9 

272 

1.88 

29385 

HoCP  91-555 

8171  + 

29.1  + 

280  + 

1.99  + 

30067 

HoCP  96-540 

8855  + 

31.7  + 

279  + 

2.41  + 

27281  - 

L 97-128 

8209  + 

29.4  + 

280  + 

2.35  + 

25138- 

L  99-226 

9493  + 

32.1  + 

295  + 

2.76  + 

24004  - 

L  99-233 

8652  + 

31.7  + 
First-ratoon  crop 

273 
'(17)1 

1.89 

34569  + 

LCP  85-384 

6736 

24.8 

273 

1.52 

33100 

HoCP  91-555 

7823  + 

27.3  + 

285  + 

1.72  + 

32034 

HoCP  96-540 

7951  + 

28.3  + 

281  + 

1.93  + 

29739  - 

L 97-128 

7588  + 

27.0  + 

282  + 

1.96  + 

27585  - 

L  99-226 

8676  + 

29.1  + 

299  + 

2.27  + 

25882  - 

L  99-233 

7833  + 

28.3  + 

278 

1.59 

36268  + 

Second-ratoon  crop  (7)1 

LCP  85-384 

6067 

22.3 

272 

1.38 

32493 

HoCP  91-555 

5970 

21.8 

273 

1.38 

30974 

HoCP  96-540 

6614 

24.4 

271 

1.69  + 

28695 

L  97-128 

6893 

25.3  + 

271 

1.68  + 

29811 

L  99-226 

7976  + 

26.2  + 

301  + 

1.98  + 

26646  - 

L  99-233 

7441  + 

27.8  + 

265 

1.39 

39774  + 

1  Number  in  parentheses  represents  the  total  number  of  trials. 

Varieties  that  are  significantly  higher  or  lower  than  LCP85-384  are  denoted  by  a  plus  (+) 

or  minus  (-),  respectively.  The  analysis  was  done  with  SAS  (v9.0)  using  the  PROC  MIXED  procedure 

which  estimated  least  square  means  that  were  separated  by  the  PDIFF  option. 
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U.S.  Sugar  Policy 
Keeps  it  Consistent. 


15C 


: 


43C 


Izod  shirts  with  upturned  collars  and  loafers  with  shiny 
pennies  dominated  the  fashion  scene.  "Caddyshack"  and 
"Airplane"  graced  the  silver  screen.  John  Lennon  was 
shot  in  New  York,  and  a  nation  turned  to  "Dallas"  to  see 
who  shot  J.R.  A  first-class  stamp  cost  15C. 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43t. 


*9h 
2005  f 


25C 


37C 


43C 


43C 


California's  governor  was  pfaying  "Kindergarten  Cop." 
The  current  president  was  helping  run  a  professional 
baseball  team.  The  Cold  War  ended.  Nelson  Mandela 
was  freed  from  prison.  Gas  was  $1  »1 6  a  gallon.  Stamps 
cost  25C. 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43  C. 


Things  looked  much  different.  Wardrobes  evolved,  polit- 
ical events  reshaped  the  world,  gas  pikes  approached 
$3  00  a  gallon,  and  it  cost  37C  to  mail 
a  Christmas  card. 

And  you  could  bu$  a  pou  <a  of  ?ugat  for43C. 


Farm  Works  Software 


M     J 


FARM 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 


UAP 


DELTA 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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THE  2005  LOUISIANA  SUGARCANE  VARIETY  SURVEY 

Benjamin  L.  Legendre  and  Kenneth  A.  Gravois 

LSI)  Agricultural  Center 

St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 

St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 


A  sugarcane  variety  survey  was  conducted  during  the  summer  of  2005  by  the  county  agents  in 
the  24  sugarcane-growing  parishes  of  Louisiana  to  determine  the  variety  makeup  and 
distribution  across  the  industry  in  the  state.  The  information  presented  in  this  report  was 
summarized  from  those  individual  parish  surveys. 

Agents  in  each  sugarcane-producing  parish  collected  acreage  figures  by  variety  and  crop  from 
producers  in  their  respective  parishes.  Seven  varieties,  CP  70-321,  LCP  85-384,  HoCP  85-845, 
HoCP  91-555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128,  were  listed  along  with  "Others"  in  the 
survey.  The  category  of  others  included,  but  was  not  limited  to,  small  acreages  of  CP  65-357,  CP 
72-370,  LCP  82-89  and  LHo  83-153.  The  crop  was  divided  into  four  categories,  which  included 
plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble  and  third-stubble  and  older  crops.  Additional  information 
regarding  parish  acreage  was  collected  as  needed  from  the  local  Farm  Service  Agency  (FSA)  offices. 

Total  State  and  Regional  Acreage.  Actual  area  planted  to  sugarcane  included  in  this  survey  for 
each  parish,  region  and  the  statewide  total  are  shown  in  Table  1.  Statewide,  the  area  planted  to 
sugarcane  in  2005  was  457,456  acres.  This  is  approximately  99%  of  the  total  acres  (462,510)  as 
reported  by  the  Farm  Service  Agency  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  used  in 
"Louisiana  Summary:  Agriculture  and  Natural  Resources  2005"  (Anonymous  2005).  Total  area 
planted  to  sugarcane  for  the  three  regions,  Bayou  Teche,  River-Bayou  Lafourche  and  Northern,  and 
parishes  (counties)  are  also  shown  in  Table  1.  The  Bayou  Teche  region  has  the  largest  area  planted 
to  sugarcane,  with  198,862  acres  reported  (43.5%  of  the  total  acreage),  followed  by  the  River- 
Bayou  Lafourche  region  with  161,034  acres  (35.2%)  and  the  Northern  area  with  97,500  acres 
(21.3%).  The  total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  the  state  actually  increased  by  772  acres  or  0.2%  in 
2005  when  compared  to  2004.  Acreages  had  declined  in  each  of  the  three  previous  years  because  of 
the  threat  of  acreage  reductions  brought  about  by  allotments  and  proportionate  shares  as  written  in 
the  current  Farm  Bill.  However,  these  fears  went  unfounded  because  of  lower  production  due  to 
hurricanes,  drought  and  the  precipitous  drop  in  production  of  the  leading  variety,  LCP  85-384. 

Table  1.  Total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  by  region  and  parish  (county),  2005 '. 


Bayou  Teche 

region 

River-Bayou  i 

Lafourche  region            Northern  region 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Acadia 

2,026 

Ascension 

14,663 

Avoyelles 

19,226 

Calcasieu 

3,612 

Assumption 

40,063 

East  Baton  Rouge 

513 

Cameron 

508 

Iberville 

34,931 

Evangeline 

965 

Iberia 

63,506 

Lafourche 

30,149 

Pointe  Coupee 

32,509 

Jeff  Davis 

4,516 

St.  Charles 

1,674 

Rapides 

12,112 

Lafayette 

13,715 

St.  James 

25,850 

St.  Landry 

16,810 

St.  Martin 

33,172 

St.  John 

3,950 

West  Baton  Rouge 

15,425 

St.  Mary 

46,000 

Terrebonne 

9,754 

Vermilion 

31,807 

Total 

198,862 

Total 

161,034 

Total 

97,560 

Total  all  regions: 

457,456 

1   Acreage  based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  the  county  agents 
in  2005. 
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Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety  and  Crop.  Little  differences  were  noted  between  regions 
with  regards  to  sugarcane  distribution  by  variety  and  crop  although  the  Northern  region  did  have 
less  planted  to  the  new  variety  HoCP  96-540  than  either  of  the  other  two  regions.  Since  there  were 
only  limited  differences  between  regions,  the  estimated  statewide  sugarcane  acreage  in  percent  by 
variety  and  crop  is  shown  in  Table  2.  The  leading  variety  for  2005  continued  to  be  LCP  85-384, 
with  89%  of  the  total  acreage  followed  by  HoCP  91-555,  HoCP  96-540  and  HoCP  85-845,  with  4, 
3  and  2%  of  the  total  acreage,  respectively.  HoCP  91-555  and  HoCP  85-845  are  two  of  the  older 
varieties  still  recommended  for  commercial  planting  (Legendre  2001).  The  new  variety,  HoCP  96- 
540,  although  occupying  only  3%  of  the  total  acreage,  was  the  second  leading  variety  in  the  plant- 
cane  crop  behind  LCP  85-384  with  9%  of  the  acreage.  Producers,  concerned  with  the  decline  in 
yield  of  LCP  85-384,  are  switching  to  the  newer  varieties,  especially  HoCP  96-540  until  other  varieties 
are  developed  and  released  to  the  industry.  The  two  remaining  new  varieties,  Ho  95-988  and  L  97- 
128,  occupied  only  limited  acreage  in  2005;  however,  it  is  anticipated  that  their  acreage  will  increase 
in  future  years  along  with  that  of  HoCP  96-540.  Of  the  older  varieties,  other  than  LCP  85-384,  only 
HoCP  91-555  occupied  3%  or  more  of  the  acreage  in  plant-cane  through  third-  and  older  stubble 
crops.  HoCP  85-845  continued  to  decline  across  crop  years  with  4%  in  third-and  older  stubble 
crops  to  only  1%  in  plant-cane  crop.  CP  70-321,  the  leading  variety  prior  to  the  release  of  LCP  85- 
384  in  1993,  occupied  only  1%  of  the  total  acreage  and  less  than  1%  in  the  plant-cane  crop  in  2005. 

The  majority  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  crop  has  been  harvested  by  cane  combine  since  2000 
when  over  70%  of  the  crop  was  planted  to  LCP  85-384  (Legendre  &  Gravois  2005),  presumably  to 
take  advantage  of  the  superior  yield  potential  of  the  variety.  However,  with  the  lower  yields 
experienced  since  2003,  especially  in  the  older  stubble  crops,  many  producers  have  switched  back 
to  the  whole-stalk  "soldier"  system  for  harvesting  their  crops  because  of  lower  costs  of  operating  the 
equipment.  LCP  85-384  did  not  perform  well  across  the  state  regardless  of  the  crop  year  during 
2004.  On  the  other  hand,  the  three  new  varieties,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128,  along 
with  HoCP  85-845  and  HoCP  91-555,  all  performed  well  with  the  new  varieties  generally  better 
suited  to  mechanical  harvesting  when  compared  to  LCP  85-384. 

Table  2.  Estimated  statewide  sugarcane  acreage  percentage  by  variety  and  crop,  all  regions,  2005 l. 


Variety 

Plant- 
cane 

First- 
stubble 

Second- 
stubble 

Third-stubble 
and  older 

Total 





% 





CP  70-321 

<1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

LCP  85-384 

84 

91 

92 

91 

89 

HoCP  85-845 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

HoCP  91-555 

3 

5 

5 

3 

4 

Ho  95-988 

1 

<1 

0 

0 

<1 

HoCP  96-540 

9 

2 

<1 

<1 

3 

L 97-128 

1 

<1 

<1 

0 

1 

Other 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

Total  acres 
Percent  of  total  crop 

135,480 
29.6 

125,704 

27.5 

104,847 
22.9 

91,425 
20.0 

457,456 

Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  county  agents  in  2005. 
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Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Region  and  Crop.  Since  the  prominence  of  LCP  85-384,  there  has 
been  a  trend  to  plant  less  cane  each  year  and  keep  more  acres  in  older  stubble  crops;  however, 
because  of  the  poor  performance  of  LCP  85-384,  especially  in  the  older  stubble  crops,  that  trend 
changed  in  2004  when  more  acres  were  replanted  in  all  regions  than  had  been  seen  in  previous  years. 
This  trend  continued  into  2005  (Table  3).  In  2005,  there  was  an  increase  in  plant  cane  acreage  of 
10,266  acres  or  2.3  percentage  points  when  compared  to  2004  while  the  acreage  in  third-  and  older 
stubble  crops  decreased  by  12,691  acres  or  2.7  percentage  points  during  the  same  time  frame. 

For  the  current  survey,  the  Northern  area  had  only  23.0%  in  third  and  older  stubble  (Table  3) 
compared  to  25.8%  in  2004  and  34.3%  in  2003.  On  the  other  hand,  the  percentage  in  plant  cane 
increased  from  26.0%  in  2004  to  29.5%  in  2005.  The  River-Bayou  Lafourche  region  tends  to  plant 
more  cane  each  year,  with  less  of  its  area  devoted  to  stubble  crops.  In  this  region,  there  was  20.8% 
of  the  acreage  in  third-  and  older  stubble  crops  in  2004  and  only  17.4%  in  2005.  However,  because 
of  the  wet  planting  season  in  2002,  the  River-Bayou  Lafourche  region  had  only  23.3%  of  its  area  in 
plant-cane  for  the  2003  crop.  This  necessitated  that  its  producers  plant  more  cane  in  2003  and 
subsequent  years.  The  current  survey  shows  that  this  region  had  30.2%  in  plant  cane  in  2005  compared 
to  28.9%  in  2004.  The  trend  for  less  stubble  and  more  plant  cane  was  also  evident  for  the  Bayou 
Teche  region.  This  region  was  also  impacted  by  the  wet  planting  season  in  2002.  With  increased 
planting,  the  amount  of  older  stubble  decreased  from  22.8%  in  2004  to  20.6%  while  plant  cane 
increased  from  26.5%  to  29.2%. 

Table  3.  Estimated  sugarcane  distribution  by  region  and  crop,  2005 l. 


Crop 

Bayou  Teche 

River-Bayou 
Lafourche 

Northern 

State 
Total 

Plant-cane 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

58,068 
29.2 

48,632 
30.2 

28,780 
29.5 

135,480 
29.6 

First-stubble 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

52,897 
26.6 

47,344 
29.4 

25,463 
26.1 

125,704 

27.5 

Second-stubble 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

46,931 
23.6 

37,038 
23.0 

20,878 
21.4 

104,847 
22.9 

Third-stubble  and  older 
Area  (acres) 
Percent  (%) 

40,966 
20.6 

28,020 

17.4 

22,439 
23.0 

91,425 
20.0 

Total  acres 

198,862 

161,034 

97,560 

457,456 

Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  county  agents  in  2005. 


Variety  Trends.  For  the  first  time  since  its  year  of  commercial  release  in  1993  has  the  acreage 
planted  to  LCP  85-384  decreased  from  the  previous  year,  although  by  only  two  percentage  points 
from  its  historical  high  of  91%  in  2004  (Table  4).  With  the  exception  of  HoCP  91-555,  the  acreage 
planted  to  the  older  varieties  decreased  in  2005  from  the  previous  year.  CP  70-321  which  occupied 
49%  of  the  planted  acreage  as  late  as  1995  is  now  planted  on  only  1%  of  the  state's  sugarcane.  Only 
one  other  variety,  CP  65-357,  released  in  1973,  reached  more  than  70%  of  the  total  acreage  in  the 
state  with  a  high  of  71%  in  1980.  HoCP  96-540,  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2003,  and  Ho 
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95-988  and  L  97-128,  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2004,  are  expected  to  gain  in  popularity 
as  the  area  planted  to  LCP  85-384  is  reduced.  According  to  Waguespack  et  al.  (2005)  the  three  new 
varieties,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128,  are  generally  superior  to  LCP  85-384  in  yield  of 
sugar  per  acre  throughout  the  crop  cycle.  Ho  95-988  has  good  stubbling  ability;  HoCP  96-540  has 
excellent  yield  of  sugar  per  acre;  and,  L  97-128  has  early,  high  sucrose  content  to  go  along  with  its 
early  maturity  classification.  Ho  95-988  is  classified  as  resistant  to  mosaic  and  leaf  scald  and 
moderately  susceptible  to  smut  and  rust  and  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  HoCP  96-540  is 
classified  as  resistant  to  smut  and  mosaic,  moderately  resistant  to  rust  and  leaf  scald  and  moderately 
susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  L  97-128  is  classified  as  resistant  to  mosaic,  moderately  resistant 
to  leaf  scald  and  rust,  moderately  susceptible  to  smut  and  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  All 
three  varieties  are  more  erect  than  LCP  85-384;  hence,  losses  associated  with  mechanical  harvesting 
should  be  less  when  compared  to  LCP  85-384.  It  is  anticipated  that  LCP  85-384  will  be  the 
predominant  variety  for  at  least  the  next  two  years;  after  which,  it  is  believed  that  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry  should  have  a  more  balanced  mix  of  varieties. 

Table  4.  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  trends,  by  variety  and  years,  all  regions,  2001  -2005 l. 


Area  planted  to  sugarcane  by  variety  and  years  (%) 

Variety 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

lyr. 
Change 

CP  70-321 

8 

5 

3 

2 

1 

-1 

LCP  85-384 

78 

85 

88 

91 

89 

-2 

HoCP  85-845 

7 

6 

4 

3 

2 

-1 

HoCP  91-555 

1 

3 

4 

3 

4 

+  1 

Ho  95-988 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

<1 

0 

HoCP  96-540 

0 

0 

<1 

1 

3 

+2 

L97-  128 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

1 

+  1 

Others 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

<1 

0 

Totals 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1  Based  on  annual  variety  surveys  from  24  parishes  by  county  agents,  2001-2005. 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


LeBlanc  Drain  Cleaner  -  very  good  condition  -  $1,200.  Call  Alan  Oubre  at  (337)  224-2952. 

1660  Case  IH  Soybean  Combine,  3,100  hrs,  has  mud  hog  field  ready  -  $14,500;  Flat  bottom 
40ft.  grain  trailer,  aluminum  floor,  950  bushel  capacity  -  $1,500;  Whole  Stalk  football  piler 
for  Cameco  loader,  -  $1,500;  Transloader  Dunham  XTR-850  on  trailer,  fire  damaged  cab  - 
$4,000;  Escavator  Linkbelt  2800  slight  damage  -  $7,500;  Dry  fertilizer  buggy  applicator 
with  3-row  dropper  boxes,  stainless  hopper,  8  inch  chain  -  $4,000.  Leave  message  at  (337) 
367-1602. 

1981  IH  1086  Hi-Clear  -  $3,000;  1972  JD  690A  Excavator  -  $4,000;  Prime  3-row  w/Bar-off 

-  $3,600;  LaCane  3-row  w/Bar-off  -  $2,500;  Hearne's  3-row  Billet  Planter  -  $15,300;  Hi- 
Dump  Wagon  (Gravois  Made)  -  $8,000;  750  gal.  7-row  sprayer  -  $1,500;  5-row  Hooded 
Spray,  3  point  lift  -  $750;  16'xlO'  Homemade  Eq  carrier  -  $1,200;  JD  V-Ripper  w/6  shanks 

-  $1,500;  1418  JD  14'  Mower  -  $1,500.  Call  Eric  at  (225)  413-9650  or  Rodney  at  (225)  413- 
9815. 

International  1086  (Hi-Crop);  Thompson  4-wheel  Drive  Cane  Loader;  Transfer  Loader; 
Cameco  2-row  Cane  Cutter;  Thompson  3-row;  3  pt.  Sprayer  Boom;  15'  Bushhog;  Land 
Leveler;  Quality  Drain  Plow;  5-row  Spray  Rig;  2  Transfer  Wagons.  Call  Jim  at  (985)  637- 
8309. 

1997  Cameco  2500  Sugarcane  Harvester-  complete  track  job,  field  ready  $45,000;  Bayou 
Fab  10-ton  High  Dump  Wagon  -  $10,000.  Call  Wendell  Albarado  at  (225)  545-3809  or  (225) 
303-2795. 

2000  Austoft  7700  Cane  Combine;  1998  -  8910  MFD;  1992  -  5250  2WD;  1996  5240  MFD; 
1997  -  5220  MFD;  Hydraulic  Dump  Wagon(s);  40'  Hwy.  Billet  Trailer;  3-row  Choppers 
(homemade);  4-row  Orthman  Rowmarker;  Misc.  Equipment  and  Tools.  Call  Lynn  Breaux 
at  (337)  276-4347  after  6:00  p.m. 

3-row  Billet  Planter  with  Opener  -  $40,000.  Call  Lynn  Berry  at  (337)  515-8696. 

WANTED:  Sugarcane  hand  planting  wagon,  does  not  have  to  be  field  ready.  Call  (337) 
519-5531. 
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In  Memory  of 


DON  WALLACE 
September  6,  1944  -  June  20,  2006 


Donald  Lee  Wallace  Jr.,  61 ,  a  government  affairs  consultant,  died  at  home  in  McLean,  Virginia, 
on  Tuesday,  June  20,  2006,  surrounded  by  his  loving  family. 

Don  was  born  in  Florence,  Alabama,  September  6,  1944.  He  attended  public  schools  and 
graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Alabama  in  1967  with  a  B.S.  degree  in  political  science  and 
history.  While  in  college  and  following  graduation,  Don  was  on  the  staff  of  former  Congressman 
Robert  E.  Jones  (D-AL),  Chairman  of  the  House  Public  Works  &  Transportation  Committee. 
Upon  graduation,  Don  entered  the  U.S.  Army  and  served  until  1969,  being  discharged  as  a 
captain.  His  tour  of  duty  included  13  months  in  Korea  where  he  served  in  the  7th  Infantry 
Division. 

Don  began  his  work  in  government  affairs  in  1971,  serving  as  Executive  Vice  President  of  the 
Cotton  Warehouse  Association  of  America.  He  also  served  as  Vice  President  and  Washington 
Representative  for  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  since  1978.  As  the  senior  statesman  of  the 
sugar  industry,  he  was  revered  for  his  sage  advice.  For  over  20  years,  he  has  represented  Service 
Corporation  International,  the  largest  funeral  home/cemetery  company  in  the  world,  and  has 
been  successful  in  representing  their  interests  before  both  state  and  federal  regulatory  agencies. 
His  government  relations  firm,  Don  Wallace  Associates,  Inc.,  represented  a  broad  spectrum  of 
clients  ranging  from  major  commodity  interests  to  New  York  Stock  Exchange  corporations. 

Don  was  a  member  of  Congressional  Country  Club,  Burning  Tree  Club  and  the  1 1 6  Club.  Don 
was  a  member  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Georgetown,  and  was  a  contributing  member  to  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Florence,  Alabama.  As  a  child  of  Christ,  Don  was  a  faithful,  loving  and 
giving  church  member  who  touched  the  lives  of  so  many.  As  a  friend,  Don  was  loved  for  his 
kindness,  his  generosity  and  his  warm  sense  of  humor.  Don  was  a  35-year  survivor  of  Hodgkin's 
disease  who  embraced  life  fiercely.  He  embodied  the  term  "southern  gentleman"  and  was  admired 
by  all  who  knew  him  for  his  charm,  grace  and  zest  for  life. 

Don  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Laurie,  and  their  daughters,  Laurelie  and  Katherine,  who  live  in 
McLean,  Virginia.  As  a  husband  and  father,  Don  was  a  rock  and  a  sculptor.  He  was  the  foundation 
of  a  loving  family  who  instilled  his  loved  ones  with  a  character  that  will  shine  for  generations. 

Don  Wallace,  you  will  be  sorely  missed. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Disaster  Assistance 


Immediately  after  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
hit  us  we  began  working  on  a  disaster 
assistance  package  for  Louisiana's  sugar 
industry.  In  December  we  were  disappointed 
when  lawmakers  in  Washington  were  unable  to 
agree  on  a  package  of  assistance  for  our  farmers. 
At  that  time  we  were  disappointed,  but  not 
discouraged,  as  we  pledged  that  we  were  not 
giving  up  and  that  we  would  continue  to  state 
our  case  and  fight  for  the  equitable  treatment  in 
the  distribution  of  disaster  funds.  After  eight 
months  of  diligently  and  persistently  delivering 
our  message,  our  hard  work  has  finally  paid  off. 
On  Friday  June  16th  President  Bush  signed  the 
supplemental  appropriations  bill  which  provides 
assistance  for  hurricane-battered  regions  of  the 
United  States  and  for  military  needs  in  Iraq.  This 
package  includes  $40  million  to  offset  the  losses 
of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  from 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  This  money  will  go 
a  long  way  toward  helping  our  industry  rebound 
from  the  very  difficult  financial  burdens  that 
Katrina  and  Rita  left  us  with.  In  light  of  the  current 
political  climate  in  Washington  and  the  deficit 
budget  position  that  our  country  is  in  this  is  a 
monumental  accomplishment  that  is  the  result  of 
a  unified  effort  to  execute  a  well  conceived  plan. 


On  behalf  of  our  entire  industry  I  thank  the 
farmers  and  millers  who  so  graciously  gave  of 
their  time  and  resources  to  help  us  deliver  our 
message  to  Capital  Hill.  These  volunteers  made 
personal  as  well  as  financial  sacrifices  for  the 
benefit  the  entire  industry.  Also,  our  friends  in 
Florida  and  the  Staff  of  the  American  Sugar 
Alliance  worked  with  us  to  build  a  unified  case 
for  disaster  assistance  for  both  states'  hurricane 
stricken  sugarcane  industries. 

As  was  stated  at  one  of  our  Board  meetings 
immediately  following  the  storms,  "TOGETHER 
WE  CAN  ACCOMPLISH  MANY  GOOD 
THINGS."  This  is  a  fine  example  of  what  we  can 
accomplish  when  we  all  pull  in  same  direction. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  this  process  our 
objective  has  been  to  provide  disaster  assistance 
funds  to  those  that  were  most  affected  by  the 
storms.  Many  of  you  have  provided  us  particular 
circumstances  that  are  being  thoroughly 
considered  as  we  finalize  the  parameters  for 
distribution  of  these  proceeds.  We  have  been 
working  very  closely  with  Farm  Bureau,  the  LSU 
Ag  Center  and  our  state's  Farm  Service  Agency 
to  put  criteria  in  place  that  works  for  the  industry 
as  a  whole. 
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Ethanol  -  A  Potential  Market  For  Sugar  By-Products 

By  Jack  Q.  Pettus 
consultant  for  Don  Wallace  Associates 
and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


President  George  W.  Bush  recently  urged 
America  to  work  together  to  end  America's 
"addiction  to  oil."  It  is  difficult  to  pick  up 
a  newspaper  these  days  without  reading  about 
high  fuel  prices,  and  nearly  every  article  will 
mention  alternative  fuels  such  as  sucrose  ethanol 
as  the  wave  of  the  future.  At  a  recent  hearing  on 
the  sugar  program  before  the  U.S.  Senate 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  Members  of 
Congress  enthusiastically  endorsed  the 
development  of  sucrose  ethanol  in  the  U.S.  while 
peppering  witnesses  with  questions  about  how 
quickly  the  industry  could  move  in  this  new 
direction. 

This  is  a  question  that  I'm  sure  is  being  asked 
throughout  the  cane  belt  as  well.  Given 
heightened  interest  in  sucrose  ethanol  in 
Congress  and  in  Louisiana,  it  may  be  useful  to 
consider  some  of  the  key  issues  facing  the 
industry  as  we  explore  this  new  opportunity. 

First,  our  primary  objective  remains 
unchanged.  Our  goal  is  to  continue  producing  a 
safe,  reliable  and  inexpensive  supply  of  high- 
quality  sugar  for  the  domestic  market.  While 
we  have  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  exploring 
opportunities  for  developing  a  sucrose  ethanol 
industry,  that  interest  is  secondary  to  the 
continuation  of  our  more  than  200-year  tradition 
of  producing  sugar  in  Louisiana.  Over  the  past 
few  years  we  have  explored  new  markets  for  our 
by-products  and  waste,  specifically  molasses  and 
bagasse,  and  we  have  had  some  successes  in  that 
exploration.  The  recent  interest  in  sucrose 
ethanol  is  simply  a  continuation  of  that  search 
for  potential  markets  for  these  byproducts. 


If  Brazil  can  produce  sucrose  ethanol  cheaply, 
why  can't  we? 

There  is  a  misperception  that  Brazil  is  making 
ethanol  from  sugar.  Reprocessing  sugar  to  make 
ethanol  is  an  inefficient  use  of  resources.  Instead, 
Brazil  made  an  economic  decision  to  build  an 
ethanol  industry  based  on  cane  production  over 
30  years  ago.  Sugar  production  was  and  is  a 
secondary  function  of  that  industry.  Mills  were 
built  using  tax  incentives  from  the  government 
and  with  a  primary  focus  of  producing  ethanol. 
When  demand  for  ethanol  was  met,  the  mills  were 
designed  to  shift  cane  into  the  production  of  sugar 
using  the  excess  supply  of  cane.  In  addition  to 
the  millions  of  dollars  in  tax  incentives  provided 
to  the  industry,  the  Brazilian  government 
mandated  the  use  of  ethanol  and  pushed 
automobile  companies  to  develop  the  necessary 
engineering  to  adapt  cars  to  the  use  of  ethanol  in 
varying  fuel  mixtures  up  to  100%. 

The  US  sugar  industry  began  in  Louisiana 
over  200  years  ago  and  its  focus  has  been  on 
sugar  production.  Mills  constructed  decades  ago 
and  modernized  over  the  past  two  decades  were 
designed  only  for  sugar  production.  While 
Brazilian  millers  simply  turn  a  switch  to  shift  from 
sugar  to  ethanol  production,  the  US  industry  will 
have  to  build  new  ethanol  production  facilities 
from  scratch.  This  will  take  time  and  our  eventual 
success  will  likely  depend  on  development  of  new 
technologies  for  cellulosic  conversion, 
technologies  that  are  still  being  explored  at  the 
theoretical  level. 

The  US  government  has,  likewise,  spent 
billions  of  dollars  to  help  develop  our  nation's 


corn  ethanol  facilities  over  the  past  20-25  years. 
While  some  states  have  acted  to  require  the 
use  of  ethanol-mixtures  in  fuel  sold  within  those 
states,  and  Congress  last  year  approved  a 
renewable  fuels  standard  to  create  incentives 
for  greater  use  of  ethanol  blends,  the  federal 
government  has  not  placed  mandates  on  the 
automobile  manufacturers  to  build  a  significant 
fleet  of  cars  to  utilize  high  ethanol-blends,  nor 
has  it  required  that  ethanol  mixtures  be  made 
available  throughout  the  country. 

Developing  a  sucrose  ethanol  industry  in 
the  US  will  help  make  the  current  ethanol 
industry  national  in  scope,  with  ethanol  from 
sugarcane  potentially  supplying  markets  in  the 
Southeast,  Atlantic  Coast  and  California  that 
do  not  have  adequate  access  to  the  land-locked 
Midwestern  corn  ethanol  facilities.  Developing 
this  industry  will  require  the  same  level  of 
government  commitment  as  the  US  has  shown 
vis-a-vis  corn  ethanol,  and  as  the  Brazilian 


government  has  done  with  sucrose  ethanol. 
Building  new  ethanol  facilities  and  finding  the 
right  technology  to  convert  bagasse  into 
cellulosic  ethanol  will  take  some  time,  but  we  are 
excited  about  this  potential  new  use  of  energy- 
efficient  sugarcane. 

Once  the  new  technology  is  proven  and  the 
initial  infrastructural  investments  are  made  to 
develop  production  facilities,  we  believe  we  can 
produce  sucrose  ethanol  inexpensively  and 
efficiently. 

If  we  develop  a  sucrose  ethanol  program,  do 
we  need  a  sugar  program? 

Absolutely.  A  sucrose  ethanol  program  would 
utilize  our  byproducts  and  waste  to  fill  a  void  in 
the  current  US  ethanol  supply  chain,  but  the 
ethanol  market  could  not  and  should  not  replace 
our  primary  focus  of  producing  a  safe, 
inexpensive  and  reliable  supply  of  sugar  for 
American  consumers. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Don  Wallace 


Hurricane  Relief 

House  Approves  FY07  Agricultural  Appropriations 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


After  months  of  frustrating  delays,  the 
House  and  Senate  approved  disaster 
assistance  for  Louisiana's  cane  farmers 
as  a  part  of  a  supplemental  assistance  bill 
covering  military  and  hurricane  relief  needs  in 
early  June.  This  legislation  provides  for  $40 
million  to  be  administered  and  released  by  the 
USDA  Farm  Service  Agency  in  the  coming 
weeks. 

The  assistance  is  to  be  provided  under  two 
distribution  mechanisms: 

1.  a  portion  of  the  amount  of  total 
assistance  will  be  used  to  compensate 
hardest-hit  producers  for  individual 
losses  experienced  due  to  saltwater 
intrusion,  flooding,  wind  damage,  or 
increased  planting,  replanting,  or 
harvesting  costs. 

2.  the  remainder  is  to  be  shared  by 
affected  processors  with  affected 
growers  in  a  manner  that  reflects 
contracts  entered  into  by  growers  and 
processors  (typical  share  arrangements 
on  the  proceeds  from  raw  sugar 
production  and  sales). 

USDA  must  now  develop  the  regulatory 
framework  for  determining  the  appropriate  level 
of  assistance  to  affected  producers  and  for 
distributing  that  assistance  in  a  timely  manner. 
The  legislation  provides  that  the  base  year  used 


for  those  calculations  will  be  the  same  base  year 
chosen  in  2003,  so  that  portion  of  their  work 
should  move  quickly.  More  time  may  be  required 
to  develop  the  loss  database  to  compensate  the 
hardest-hit  farmers  via  the  first  distribution 
mechanism,  but  I  know  that  FSA  will  move  as 
quickly  as  possible  to  clear  these  hurdles. 

This  was  a  long  and  agonizing  process  and 
there  are  many  people  who  played  tremendous 
roles  in  making  this  assistance  a  reality. 
Obviously,  the  Louisiana  delegation  has  been 
relentless  in  pushing  Congress  to  provide  much- 
needed  assistance  to  the  thousands  of  people  who 
were  affected  by  the  storms  of  2005.  I  hope  each 
of  you  will  take  an  opportunity  to  thank  your 
elected  officials  in  Washington,  DC,  for  their 
hard  work  over  these  past  few  months. 

Likewise,  Jim  Simon  and  the  elected  officers 
of  the  League  have  worked  tirelessly  on  this  issue 
throughout  these  past  few  months.  The  phone 
calls  and  letters  to  Congress  from  farmers,  along 
with  the  letters  of  support  from  the  banking 
industry  and  others,  provided  much-needed 
momentum  through  these  past  few  months.  Your 
passion,  expertise  and  boundless  energy  were 
crucial  to  our  success. 

I  know  that  the  last  few  months  have  been 
difficult  for  many  of  you,  particularly  those  who 
have  the  greatest  need.  While  it  may  take  some 
time  to  develop  the  dispersal  process  and  get  the 


money  into  your  hands,  I  hope  that  your  load 
will  be  lessened  by  the  knowledge  that  help  is 
on  its  way. 

House  Approves  FY07  Agricultural 
Appropriations 

The  House  of  Representatives  in  late  May 
approved  the  agricultural  appropriations  package 
for  FY07  after  soundly  defeating  an  attempt  to 
reduce  the  sugar  loan  rate  by  one  cent.  Rep.  Earl 
Blumenauer  (D-OR)  and  Rep.  Jeff  Flake  (R-AZ) 
offered  this  amendment  during  consideration  of 
the  appropriations  package  on  the  House  floor 
and  the  Congress  overwhelmingly  defeated  this 
attempt  by  a  281-135  vote,  the  largest  vote  yet 
in  support  of  the  current  sugar  program 
parameters. 

The  agricultural  appropriations  measure 
contains  essential  funding  for  research  at  the  ARS 
facility  in  Houma  and  also  includes  $16  million 
to  complete  construction  of  the  new  facility. 

The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  is 
expected  to  take  up  its  version  of  the  package  in 
late  June.  While  we  are  hopeful  that  the 
agricultural  appropriations  bills  can  be  passed, 
conferenced  and  signed  into  law  in  the  next  few 
weeks,  there  are  many  Members  of  Congress  who 
are  beginning  to  talk  about  the  potential  need  to 
develop  an  omnibus  appropriations  package  to 
address  the  lack  of  movement  on  so  many  must- 
pass  appropriations  measures.  We  will  continue 
to  provide  periodic  reports  on  this  issue. 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  June  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged  at 
1,331,000  tons.  2005/06  production  was 
decreased  to  7,393,000  short  tons  (raw  value) 
from  7,431,000  tons  last  month,  as  beet 
production  was  lowered  to  4,345,000  tons  from 
4,383,000  tons.  Cane  production  was  unchanged 
at  3,048,000  tons,  with  production  for  Louisiana 
and  Florida  unchanged  at  1,245,000  tons  and 
1,368,000  tons,  respectively.  Imports  are 
increased  to  3,165,000  tons  from  3,115,000  tons, 
raising  total  supply  to  11,889,000  tons  from 


1 1 ,877,000  tons  last  month.  Deliveries  are  raised 
to  10,300,000  tons  from  10,265,000  tons  and 
total  use  was  raised  to  10,500,000  tons  from 
10,440,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending  stocks  are 
lowered  to  1,389,000  tons  from  1,437,000  tons 
last  month,  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
lowered  to  13.2  percent  from  13.8  percent. 

USDA's  2006/07  projections  show  production 
unchanged  at  8,230,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  at  4,700,000  tons  and  cane  at 
3,530,000  tons,  with  Louisiana  and  Florida 
unchanged  at  1 ,300,000  tons  and  1 ,800,000  tons, 
respectively.  Imports  are  unchanged  at 
1,818,000  tons,  as  was  the  projected  1,318,000 
tons  under  the  TRQ.  As  a  result  of  the  lower 
beginning  stocks  estimate,  total  supply  would  fall 
to  11,437,000  tons  from  11,485,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  are  unchanged  at  200,000  and 
deliveries  are  unchanged  at  10,415,000  tons. 
Total  use  is  also  unchanged  at  10,615,000, 
causing  ending  stocks  to  fall  to  822,000  from 
870,000  tons.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
dropped  to  7.7  percent  from  8.2  percent  last 
month. 


We're  looking  for  an 
Assistant  Overseer 


Family  owned  1,400  acre  sugarcane 
farm  in  Moore  Haven,  Florida  is 
looking  for  an  assistant  overseer. 

Attractive  salary,  housing  provided, 

good  equipment.  Applicant  must  have 

experience  in  equipment  operation  and 

experience  in  all  aspects  of  sugar 

farming. 

Resumes  can  be  sent  to 

Russell  Kilpatrick 

P.  O.  Box  1084 

Moore  Haven,  FL  33471 

or  call  (863)  673-8176 


Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

your  trust  is  important  to  us. 
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Kenneth  Guillory  Dean  Martin 

New  Iberia  Thibodaux 

(337)  364-02 1 7  (985)  446-9450 

First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 
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Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 


GAM  Tire  Co.,   Inc. 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  Rd.,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
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The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  Can  help  yOU  Survive  Managed  by: 

by  Cutting  COSts!  Grace  and  Maggie 
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HON  I  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
CAMECO  dealer  for  all  of  your  cane  harvesting 
equipment,  parts  and  service  needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.  honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Editor 's  Note:  Because  of  the  many  questions  and  somewhat  incorrect  ideas  about  the  ability  to  cure 
rust  with  fungicides,  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy,  Sugarcane  Pathologist,  LSU  Ag  Center,  has  agreed  to  guest- 
author  this  month's  article.  In  his  article,  Jeff  updates  both  the  positive  and  negative  results  of  his 
research  on  rust  and  outlines  the  steps  that  are  needed  to  complete  this  testing  process. 


The  2006  Rust  Situation 


Jeff  Hoy 
LSU  AsCenter 


Everyone  is  aware  that  a  widespread  rust 
outbreak  is  affecting  the  2006  sugarcane 
crop.  Rust  first  appeared  in  some  fields  as 
early  as  March.  Plant  cane  of  LCP  85-384  has  been 
moderately  to  severely  affected  in  most  areas,  and 
the  disease  has  now  moved  into  the  stubble  crops. 
A  survey  conducted  on  May  1 1th  found  that,  across 
the  industry,  22%  of  over  1 ,500  fields  had  obvious 
rust  symptoms.  At  that  time,  rust  incidence  was 
worst  along  Bayou  Teche,  but  fields  with  severe 
symptoms  can  be  found  in  all  areas  of  the  industry. 
Disease  severity  is  decreasing  in  some  fields,  while 
rust  is  still  appearing  and  increasing  in  others.  Rust 
has  the  potential  to  continue  to  develop  in  June. 
Typically,  disease  severity  lessens  during  mid- 
summer. 

Severe  rust  has  been  observed  in  some  fields  of 
Ho  95-988  suggesting  that  the  rust  pathogen  may 
be  adapting  to  this  variety.  Fields  of  the  new 
varieties,  HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128,  adjacent  to 
heavily  infected  fields  of  LCP  85-384  are  showing 
mild  to  moderate  rust  development  suggesting  a 
"bend  but  don't  break"  expression  of  resistance 


in  these  varieties.  Very  little  rust  has  been 
observed  in  the  just  released  varieties,  L  99-226 
and  L  99-233.  An  older  variety,  HoCP  91-555, 
previously  classified  as  moderately  susceptible 
to  rust  is  showing  much  lower  rust  severity. 

Around  the  world,  varietal  resistance  is  the 
method  used  to  control  rust,  and  it  will  be  our 
best  option  here  as  well.  However,  it  might  be 
possible  to  control  rust  with  fungicides.  Two 
types  of  fungicides  are  being  evaluated  singly 
and  in  combination  for  the  ability  to  control  rust 
in  multiple  field  experiments  during  2006.  In 
addition,  the  timing  and  number  of  applications 
needed  for  rust  control  are  being  evaluated. 
Three  weeks  is  about  the  maximum  length  of 
time  a  fungicide  could  be  expected  to  prevent 
rust,  so  it  is  likely  that  multiple  applications  of 
a  fungicide  will  be  needed.  One  to  four 
applications  are  being  compared.  Folicur 
(tebuconazole)  is  a  triazole-type  fungicide  being 
evaluated,  and  Quadris  (azoxystrobin)  is  a 
strobilurin-type  fungicide  being  evaluated. 
Combinations  of  triazoles  and  strobilurins  being 


11 


evaluated  include:  Headline  SBR  which  is 
Headline  (pyraclostrobin)  +  Folicur,  Quilt  which 
is  Quadris  +  Tilt  (propiconazole),  and  Stratego 
which  is  trifloxystrobin  +  propiconazole. 
Headline  alone  is  being  evaluated  in  a  series  of 
experiments  started  recently,  and  a  couple  of  new 
compounds  also  are  being  evaluated. 

No  fungicide  treatment  is  completely 
preventing  rust  infection  in  the  field  experiments, 
but  some  of  the  fungicides  are  reducing  rust 
infection  and  the  severity  of  symptoms.  Plots 
treated  with  the  fungicide  combinations  are 
greener  than  non- sprayed  plots;  however,  obvious 
growth  differences  are  not  evident  in  the 
replicated  experiments.  Last  season,  in  one 
experiment,  fungicide  treatments  reduced  rust 
symptoms  but  did  not  increase  yield.  In  another 
experiment  during  2005,  the  fungicides  described 
above  were  applied  to  a  field  with  obvious  rust 
symptoms,  and  they  did  not  control  rust.  The 
effects  of  fungicides  on  plant  growth  this  season 
are  uncertain  at  this  time. 

By  the  end  of  this  season,  we  will  have 
information  on  the  yield  loss  caused  by  rust,  the 
extent  of  occurrence  of  the  disease  in  the  industry, 
the  ability  of  fungicides  to  reduce  rust  severity, 
and  whether  or  not  fungicides  are  cost  effective. 
If  these  types  of  information  favor  fungicide  use 
and  the  manufacturing  companies  support  it,  an 
emergency  use  label  will  be  sought  from  EPA. 
LDAF  has  indicated  they  will  submit  the 


application  for  a  Section  18  label,  if  the  research 
results  and  companies  support  the  application. 
The  earliest  we  could  anticipate  an  emergency 
use  label  would  be  for  the  2007  crop. 

No  fungicides  are  currently  labeled  for  rust 
control,  so  nothing  is  available  for  use  this  season. 
The  use  of  unlabeled  pesticides  can  potentially 
have  serious  consequences.  It  also  could 
adversely  affect  our  ability  to  obtain  a  use  label 
for  next  year.  In  addition,  individual  fungicide 
treatments  have  not  been  shown  to  be  cost 
effective  to  date.  For  all  of  these  reasons,  the  use 
of  unlabeled  fungicides  for  rust  is  strongly 
discouraged. 

The  removal  of  LCP  85-384  from  cultivation 
should  reduce  the  incidence  and  severity  of  rust 
in  the  industry.  Next  year,  there  will  probably  be 
much  less  of  the  favorite  rust  target,  plant  cane 
of  LCP  85-384.  The  best  and  perhaps  the  most 
likely  scenario  is  that  within  a  few  years,  rust  will 
again  become  a  disease  of  only  minor  importance. 
At  the  other  extreme,  resistance  in  the  new 
varieties  could  break  down,  and  rust  will  continue 
to  have  a  major  impact  upon  the  industry.  In  any 
case,  if  fungicides  prove  to  be  a  cost  effective 
control  measure,  it  would  be  valuable  to  have 
another  method  available  for  rust  control. 
Therefore,  research  on  varietal  resistance  to  rust 
and  a  fungicide  treatment  option  will  continue  to 
be  of  the  highest  priority. 


Anxiety,  Insects,  Sugar  Cane  and  Old  Age 

Wm.  Henry  Long,  PhD 


A  candid,  entertaining  and  revealing  account  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Henry 

Long,  LSU  sugarcane  entomologist  (1957-65),  ag  consultant  (1965-99), 

and  NSU  biologist  (1965-94),  who  was  honored  jointly  with  Dr.  Sess  D. 

Hensley  for  "pioneering,  developing  and  practicing  the  environmentally 

sound  practice  of  Integrated  Pest  Management"  of  sugarcane  insects 

in  Louisiana. 

The  significant  history  of  sugarcane  insect  pest  management 

practices  includes  the  research,  which  showed  urgent  needs 

for  significant  changes,  and  the  drama  of  conflict  and 

interaction  among  those  involved  with  implementing  these 

changes  (chapters  9,  10,  14,  15  &  18). 


Book  is  available  in  paperback  and  hardback  formats  through  your  local  book  store, 

Amazon,  com,  Barnesandnoble.com,  Borders.com,  and 

www.xlibris.com/bookstore    or  888-795-4274  ext.  876. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 

J               Spradley  and  Spradley 
_ 
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Ethanol  Passes  Twice 
Other  Issues 


A  mandate  to  offer  Louisiana  drivers  a 
choice  at  the  gas  pump  of  ethanol 
enhanced  gasoline  or  ordinary  gasoline 
passed  muster  in  the  Louisiana  legislature  twice 
this  year.  Governor  Blanco  signed  in  to  law  a 
statute  authored  by  the  Chairman  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  Francis  Thompson. 
The  longtime  Ag  chairman,  working  with  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  Bob  Odom,  the 
Farm  Bureau  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  pushed  the  measure  through  the 
legislative  process  as  concerns  of  opponents 
grew.  Gasoline  marketers  and  "Big  Oil" 
representatives  seemed  to  underestimate  the 
legislature's  willingness  to  provide  this 
opportunity  to  Louisiana's  farmers  and  to 
motorists. 

Early  in  the  process  votes 
were  won  unanimously  in  House  and  Senate 
agriculture  committees  and  by  wide  margins  on 
the  votes  taken  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and 
Senate.  Concerned  opponents  began  a  barrage 
of  misleading  claims  about  the  cost  of  ethanol 
and  legislators  began  to  hear  from  consumers 
already  excited  about  the  rising  cost  of  gas  at  the 
pumps  in  Louisiana.  When  Rep.  Thompson's 
bill  was  returned  to  the  House  (where  it  started) 


for  their  agreement  in  a  few  Senate  amendments 
the  House  approval  was  gained  by  the  bare 
minimum.  Governor  Blanco  signed  the  bill  into 
law  in  the  face  of  growing,  albeit  misinformed, 
public  sentiments  about  the  prospect  of  ethanol 
driving  up  the  price  at  the  pump. 

Opponents  seemed  to  be  encouraged  by  the 
dwindling  vote  talleys  and  sought  to  reconsider 
the  issue.  Senator  Noble  Ellington  had  passed  a 
bill  intended  to  create  communication  between 
ethanol  producers  and  the  biofuels 
feedstock  growers  in  the  state  which  was  sitting 
on  the  Senate  agenda  waiting  for  action. 
Eventually  it  was  amended  in  an  attempt  to 
reassure  consumers  in  the  state  that  the  mandate 
will  not  go  into  effect  until  the  price  of  ethanol 
will  not  be  priced  greater  than  ordinary  gas. 

Lost  in  the  fire  storm  over  ethanol  was  the  fact 
that  regardless  of  the  mandate  consumers  would 
always  have  a  plain  gas  option  at  the  pump. 
Nearly  all  gas  stations  have  two  tanks,  regular 
and  premium.  They  offer  three  grades  by  mixing 
regular  and  premium  to  produce  a  middle  grade. 
No  matter  what  the  ethanol-gas  option  costs  the 
drivers  will  have  a  chance  to  select  ordinary  gas, 
a  point  never  mentioned  by  any  of  the  "Big  Oil" 
driven  newspaper  accounts. 
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Ellington's  ethanol  bill  was  eventually 
amended  and  approved  by  both  the  Senate  and 
the  House  to  create  a  panel  to  study  the  price  of 
ethanol  and  hold  up  the  mandate  until  "six 
months  after  the  average  price  of  a  gallon  of 
Louisiana  manufactured  ethanol,  less  any  federal 
alcohol  fuel  mixture  tax  credit,  is  equal  to  or  below 
the  average  wholesale  price  of  a  gallon  of  regular 
unleaded  gasoline  in  Louisiana  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  sixty  days.  The  federal  tax  credit 
mentioned  is  51  cents. 

This  effort  was  successful  due  to  the  support 
of  many,  including  Governor  Blanco, 
Commissioner  Odom,  the  Farm  Bureau  and  their 
hardworking  staff  and  a  strong  grass  roots 
showing  from  the  League.  There  were  probably 
more  growers  and  millers  involved  in  passing  of 
these  bills  than  ever  before  on  a  state  legislature 
issue. 

Other  Issues 

The  League  also  sought  approval  of  a  bill  to 
establish  rules  of  procedure  to  sell  self  generated 
electricity  to  the  utility  companies.  The  author, 
Rep.  Francis  Thompson  who  also  authored  the 
ethanol  bill,  eventually  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  co-gen  controversy  running  at  the  same 
time  as  the  ethanol  controversy  would  be 
counterproductive  and  could  cause  both  issues 
to  fail.  So  the  co-gen  bill  languished:  to  be 
considered  at  another  time. 


An  attempt  by  trial  lawyers  to  revert  to  the 
old  ways  of  assessing  damages  in  tort  action 
was  killed.  Prior  to  a  tort  reform  effort  a  few 
years  ago  court  decisions  would  assess 
damages  among  the  various  defendants  in  a  tort 
case  based  upon  who  had  the  deepest  pockets 
regardless  of  degree  of  responsibility. 

Trial  lawyers  and  labor  united  again  this  year 
to  attack  the  "exclusive  remedy"  of  workers 
compensation  law.  A  bill  to  hold  employers  liable 
in  tort  when  safety  equipment  had  been 
removed,  resulting  in  injury,  was  turned  down 
by  the  House  Labor  Committee.  Management 
and  business  interests  pointed  out  that  such 
occurrences  are  already  provided  for  in  the  law 
and  this  new  proposal  was  not  needed. 

Expropriation  was  a  big  issue  when  the 
Legislature  convened  with  nearly  twenty  bills 
filed  seeking  to  address  the  abuses  of 
expropriation.  But  as  the  issue  was  debated  no 
one  could  point  to  any  abuses  of  the  law  in 
Louisiana.  There  have  been  some  around  the 
country,  where  local  governments  and  real  estate 
developers  moved  to  take  private  property  and 
increase  local  tax  revenues  with  new 
developments,  but  nothing  like  that  has 
happened  here  at  home.  Eventually  a  bill  by 
Sen.  Joe  McPherson  was  passed  that  reassures 
private  property  owners  that  they  are  protected 
from  arbitrary  action  of  that  kind. 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


14 


THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SEED  CANE  OF 
L  99-226  and  L  99-233  CAN  BE  ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  4,  2006 

The  cane  will  cost  $5 1 .00  per  ton.  The  League  will  keep  $  1 .00  per  ton  and  give  the 
rest  to  the  Secondary  Stations.  The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders  at  locations 
selected  by  applicants.  It  is  important  that  you  fill  out  the  application  completely  (first, 
second,  and  third  choices)  so  that  we  might  provide  you  with  the  best  service. 

Tear  Out  Application  and  Mail  to:  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

APPLICATION  FOR  L  99-226  and  L  99-233  SEED  CANE 

Date 


I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  L  99-226  seed  cane. 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  L  99-233  seed  cane. 

I  agree  to  pay  when  an  allocation  is  assigned  to  me,  and  I  am  supplied  with  the  name  and 
address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the  seedcane.  I  will  pick  up  the  seedcane  on 
a  specified  delivery  date,  and  I  understand  that  this  cane  will  not  be  trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will  be 
refunded  to  me. 

My  2006  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  is  acres. 


The  locations  I  wish  to  receive  my  allocation  from  are  (see  pages  18  &  19): 

L  99-226 

L  99-233 

1st  choice 

2nd  choice 

3rd  choice 

This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  get  as  much  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed  or  implied  that  this 
seed  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds  or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  is  located  between  these  two  towns:  and 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Name 


Mailing  Address 

City Zip 

Phone  #  (Day)  


Phone  #  (Evening) 


DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW  15 


U.S.  Sugar  Policy 
Keeps  it  Consistent. 


^^J  fj|  lzod  shirts  with  upturned  collars  and  loafers  with  shiny 

,  .  ~  ^         pennies  dominated  the  fashion  scene.  "Caddyshack"  and 

,.  |1  t^V         "Airplane"  graced  the  silver  screen.  John  Lennon  was 

shot  in  New  York,  and  a  nation  turned  to  "Dallas"  to  see 
^  who  shot  J.R.  A  first-class  stamp  cost  1 5t 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43C. 


California's  governor  was  playing  "Kindergarten  Cop." 
25^         4  Alt         ThecurrentPresident  was  helping  run  a  professional 

|f  tOY         baseball  team.  The  Cold  War  ended.  Nelson  Mandela 

was  freed  from  prison.  Gas  was  $1.16  a  gallon.  Stamps 
cost25C. 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43C. 


^*m%L  ^J  fil  Thin9$  ,0°ked  mUCh  different  Wafdrobes  evolved,  pofit- 

Iflf  "  \    Tit         <  Alt         icaleve^s  reshaped  the  world,  gas  prices  approached 

£     1  J  1    I  ^  $3'°°  3  9all°n' 3nd  *  C°St  3K  t0  mail 


a  Christmas  card. 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  /■Ot'0~1-</\IN.LJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^^ 

www.louisianalandbank.com. 
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LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  L  99-226  AND  L  99-233  ARE  AVAILABLE 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has  been  directed  by  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  undertake  a  fair  and  impartial  distribution  of  the 
newly  released  variety  of  cane  known  as  L  99-226  &  L  99-233. 

It  has  been  grown  with  the  understanding  that  those  growing  L  99-226  &  L  99-233  will  be  paid  the 
price  of  mill  cane  plus  a  bonus,  and  the  League  is  authorized  by  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  charge  a  distribution  fee  of  $1.00  per  ton. 

If  you  wish  to  order  seed  cane  of  this  new  variety,  please  fill  out  the  application  form  found  in  this 
issue  of  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN.  NO  OTHER  FORM  OF  APPLICATION  WILL  BE 
ACCEPTED  AND  IT  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUGAR 
CANE  LEAGUE,  P.  O.  DRAWER  938,  THIBOD AUX,  LA  70302,  NO  LATER  THAN  FRIDAY, 
AUGUST  4,  2006. 

The  price  of  this  seed  cane  is  $51.00  per  ton,  cut  and  loaded  on  your  vehicle  at  the  secondary 
station.  The  cane  will  be  cut  with  a  mechanical  harvester.  There  is  no  guarantee,  expressed  or  implied, 
that  the  seed  offered  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds,  or  weed  seeds. 

For  the  convenience  of  delivering  and  handling  L  99-226  &  L  99-233,  the  League  is  requesting 
purchasers  to  name  three  secondary  stations  from  which  they  are  willing  to  receive  cane.  The  League 
will  attempt  to  fill  all  orders  from  one  of  the  three  selected  secondary  stations.  If  this  is  not  possible, 
the  order  will  be  filled  from  the  nearest  secondary  station.  If  only  one  secondary  station  is  named  and 
the  order  cannot  be  filled  from  that  station,  then  the  order  will  be  filled  from  a  secondary  station 
selected  by  the  League. 

On  August  4,  2006,  all  seed  will  be  allocated  and  there  will  be  no  switching  of  secondary 
stations. 


The  secondary 

stations  possessing  L  99-226  &  L  99-233  are:  (  •  =  Available,  X  =  Not  Available) 

Parish 

Station 

Operator 

L  99-226 

L  99-233 

Ascension 

Palo  Alto 

Palo  Alto  Farms 

/ 

/ 

New  Hope 

Triple  M  Farms 

/ 

/ 

J  &  R  Robert 

J  &  R  Robert  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Assumption 

Belle  Alliance 

Carmouche  Planting 

/ 

/ 

Cedar  Grove 

E.G.  Robichaux 

/ 

/ 

Glenwood 

Landry  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Little  Texas 

Tex  Emma 

/ 

/ 

Lula 

Landry  Bros. 

/ 

/ 

Goldmine 

Thibodeaux  Bros. 

/ 

/ 

Westfield 

Landry  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Iberia 

Caroline 

Herman  Walet 

/ 

/ 

Freyou  Farms 

Glenn  Freyou 

/ 

/ 

Enterprise 

M.A.  Patout  &  Son 

/ 

/ 

Ronald  Hebert  Farms 

Ronald  Hebert,  Jr. 

/ 

/ 

Square  B  Farms 

John  Edmond  Broussard 

/ 

/ 

Ulysee  Gonsoulin 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 

/ 

/ 

Iberville 

Cannonburg 

Bryan  Campesi 

/ 

/ 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

/ 

/ 

Bayou  Goula 

Alton  Landry  Inc. 

/ 

/ 

St.  Louis 

St.  Louis  Planting 

/ 

/ 
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Parish 

Station 

Operator 

L  99-226 

L  99-233 

Lafayette 

Triple  V  Farm 

Daniel  Viator 

/ 

/ 

Lafourche 

Leighton 

Godfrey  Knight 

/ 

/ 

McLeod 

Big  D  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Raceland 

Ellender  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Pointe  Coupee 

Alma 

Alma  Planting  Co. 

/ 

/ 

John  Goode  Farms 

John  Goode  Farms 

/ 

/ 

St.  James 

Blackberry 

Blackberry  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Graugnard  Farms 

Graugnard  Fauns 

/ 

/ 

Martin  &  Poche 

Martin  &  Poche 

/ 

/ 

St.  John 

Glendale 

T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

/ 

/ 

St.  Martin 

Southland  Farms,  Inc. 

Dane  Berard 

/ 

/ 

Huey  Dugas  Farms 

Huey  Dugas 

/ 

/ 

Levert  St.  John 

Levert  St.  John 

/ 

/ 

St.  Mary 

Allain 

Adeline  Planting 

/ 

/ 

Bayou  Cane  Co.,  Inc. 

Jessie  Breaux 

/ 

/ 

Breaux  Bros. 

Herbert  Breaux 

/ 

/ 

Champagne  Farms 

Mike  Champagne 

/ 

/ 

Frank  Martin  Farms 

Robert  Judice 

/ 

/ 

Northside  Planting  Co. 

Clint  &  Chad  Judice 

/ 

/ 

Rapides 

H.E.  Harper  Farms 

Jim  &  Ross  Harper 

/ 

/ 

Terrebonne 

Magnolia 

Danny  Naquin  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Vermillion 

Willis  Provost  Farms,  Inc. 

Willis  Provost 

/ 

/ 

Sam  Duplantis 

Sam  Duplantis 

/ 

/ 

W.  Baton  Rouge 

Morris  Farms 

Morris  Farms 

/ 

/ 

Farm  l/l/6r/cs  Software 


WARM 


Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer  (LicenseM5M6) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser  #01249 
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A  Report  on  the  2005  Outfield  Variety  Tests 

Donnie  D.  Garrison,  USDA-ARS,  SRRC,  Agronomist 

Herman  L  Waguespack,  Jr.,  ASCL,  Agronomist 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  ASCL,  Senior  Agronomist 

Todd  J.  Robert,  LSU  AgCenter,  Research  Farm  Specialist 

Kenneth  A.  Gravois,  LSU  AgCenter,  Professor 


This  report  has  been  written  to  inform  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  of  the  performance  of 
sugarcane  varieties  harvested  in  the  outfield  variety  tests  during  2005.  Outfield  variety  tests 
are  conducted  during  the  final  three  years  of  the  12-year  multistage  Louisiana  sugarcane 
variety  program. 

These  tests  are  planted,  harvested,  and  evaluated  cooperatively  by  researchers  representing  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Louisiana  State 
University  Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

In  2005,  27  outfield  tests  were  harvested,  representing  ten  locations  throughout  the  sugarcane 
belt  (Table  1).  These  tests  were  on  sugarcane  farms  with  soils  typical  for  that  region.  The  planting 
and  harvest  date,  as  well  as  the  soil  type  and  region,  for  each  outfield  test  location  are  also  presented. 

Yield  data  were  obtained  using  single-row  combine  harvesters  provided  by  growers  at  each  test 
location  and  a  three-ton,  single-axle,  high-dump  weigh  wagon  equipped  with  electronic  load  cells  to 
record  cane  weight.  The  experimental  design  at  each  location  was  a  randomized  complete  block. 
All  plots  were  two  rows  50  feet  long  with  a  5-foot  alley  between  plots.  Each  row  was  harvested  and 
weighed  to  calculate  the  yield  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre.  A  15  whole-stalk  sample  was  hand  cut  from 
each  plot  prior  to  combine  harvesting.  The  15-stalk  sample  was  weighed  to  determine  stalk  weight 
and  then  crushed  with  a  3-roller  mill  to  determine  juice  quality.  The  yield  of  theoretical  recoverable 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane  was  estimated  from  the  Brix  and  sucrose  obtained  for  each  sample  (3).  The 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre  (lbs/acre)  is  the  product  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
Additional  reference  information  on  the  procedure  used  for  data  collection  and  preparation  is  given 
at  the  end  of  this  report  (1,2,5). 

Yield  data  for  the  light  and  heavy  soils  were  combined  for  data  analysis  (Table  2).  Included  in  the 
table  are  data  for  seven  experimental  and  five  commercial  varieties  at  nine  plant-cane  tests,  three 
experimental  and  four  commercial  varieties  at  nine  first-stubble  tests;  two  experimental  and  five 
commercial  varieties  at  seven  second- stubble  tests;  and  five  commercial  varieties  at  two  third-stubble 
tests.  The  table  includes  data  for  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  stalk 
weight  and  stalk  population.  For  convenience,  the  commercial  variety  used  as  a  standard  for 
comparison,  LCP  85-384,  is  highlighted  in  the  data  table.  Since  1998,  this  variety  has  occupied 
more  acreage  than  any  other  commercial  variety  in  Louisiana.  In  2005,  LCP  85-384  was  planted  on 
89%  of  the  sugarcane  acreage  (4). 

The  PROC  MIXED  procedure  (S  AS  9.0)  was  used  to  statistically  analyze  the  data.  Mean  separation 
was  accomplished  using  the  PDIFF  option  where  a  probability  level  of  <  0.05  was  considered 
significant.  Varieties  with  statistically  higher  values  than  LCP85-384  are  indicated  by  a  plus  (+), 
and  those  with  statistically  lower  values  are  indicated  by  a  minus  (-)  next  to  each  trait  reported. 

The  experimental  varieties  in  the  outfield  were  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  L  01-283,  L 
01-299,  HoCP  01-523  and  Ho  01-564.  L  99-226  and  L  99-233  were  released  in  2006.  These  two 
varieties  were  significantly  better  than  LCP  85-384  in  the  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per 
acre  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  and  second-stubble  on  all  soils.  While  L  99-226  was  significantly 
higher  than  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  stalk  weight,  this  variety  had  significantly  lower 

21 


Table  1.    Planting  and  harvest  dates,  soil  types  and  regions,  for  ten  outfield  locations  during 
2005. 


Location 

Plant- 

cane 

First-stubble 

Second-stubble 

Third-stubble 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

2005 

2004 

2005 

2003 

2005 

2002 

2005 

2001 

Light  Soil 

Alma  3 

** 

9/20 

10/05 

9/11 

10/05 

09/04 

** 

09/14 

Bon  Secour1 

12/01 

9/08 

10/25 

9/05 

10/24 

09/03 

10/13 

09/08 

Georgia  ' 

12/06 

9/07 

12/06 

9/18 

12/06 

09/21 

** 

09/15 

Glenwood  l 

11/29 

9/10 

11/28 

8/27 

11/28 

08/29 

** 

09/25 

Lanaux  l 

12/12 

8/25 

12/12 

9/03 

11/01 

09/11 

11/01 

09/05 

Levert-  St.  John2 

11/03 

8/26 

11/03 

8/26 

** 

09/11 

** 

09/19 

R.Hebert  2 

11/17 

9/13 

11/02 

9/12 

11/04 

09/18 

** 

09/27 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain  2 

11/22 

9/01 

** 

* 

*# 

* 

*  * 

09/19 

Landry  l 

12/13 

9/09 

10/20 

9/17 

*  * 

* 

** 

* 

Magnolia  ' 

12/08 

9/10 

12/07 

10/09 

10/19 

08/16 

*  * 

10/04 

*     No  test  planted  at  this  location. 
**     No  test  harvested  at  this  location. 

1  Mississippi  River/Bayou  Lafourche  region 

2  Bayou  Teche  region 

3  Northern  region 

population  than  the  standard  commercial  variety.  L  99-226  was  selected  from  a  cross  of  CP  89-846 
and  LCP  81-30.  The  variety  L  99-233  was  not  significantly  different  than  from  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane  and  stalk  weight,  but  this  variety  had  significantly  higher  population  than  the  commercial 
standard  in  plant-cane  and  second-stubble  on  all  soils.  L  99-233  was  selected  from  a  cross  of  CP  79- 
348  and  CP  91-552. 

HoCP  00-950  was  harvested  in  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  and  was  significantly  higher  in  sugar 
per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  stalk  weight  than  LCP  85-384.  Their  was  no 
significant  differences  in  either  crop  with  respect  to  stalk  population. 

L  01-283,  L  01-299,  HoC  P0 1-523  and  Ho  01-564  the  latest  experimental  varieties,  were  harvested 
for  the  first  time  in  the  outfield  plant-cane  tests.  L  01-283  and  HoCP  01-564  were  significantly  higher 
than  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  L  01-283  was 
significantly  heavier  in  stalk  weight  and  HoO  1-564  was  significantly  greater  in  population  than  LCP 
85-384.  L  01-299  and  HoCP  01-523  were  both  significantly  higher  than  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per  acre, 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  stalk  weight  in  these  plant-cane  tests.  Detailed  yield  comparisons  are 
shown  in  Table  2. 

Ho  95-988,  replanted  in  the  outfield  and  harvested  in  plant-cane  tests  in  2005,  was  significantly 
better  than  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre.  Ho  95-988  was  selected  from  a 
cross  of  CP  86-491  and  US  89-12  and  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2004. 

L  97-128,  HoCP  96-540,  and  HoCP  91-555  were  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble,  and 
third-stubble  tests  in  2005.  L  97-128  yielded  significantly  more  sugar  per  acre  than  LCP  85-384  in  first- 
stubble  and  second-stubble  across  all  soil  types  and  had  statistically  higher  tons  of  cane  in  the 
plant-cane,  first-stubble  and  second-stubble  crops.  It  is  normally  an  early  maturing  variety,  but  the 
yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  for  this  variety  was  not  significantly  different  than  the  commercial 
standard  in  the  2005  outfield  tests.  L  97-128  was  selected  from  a  cross  of  LCP  81-10  and  LCP  85-384 
and  was  released  in  2004. 

In  2005,  HoCP  96-540  yielded  significantly  more  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton 
of  cane,  and  stalk  weight  than  LCP  85-384  in  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  on  all  soils.  In  third- stubble, 
HoCP  96-540  was  the  only  variety  greater  than  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per  acre.  HoCP  96-540  is  classified 
as  resistant  to  smut  and  mosaic,  moderately  resistant  to  rust  and  leaf  scald  and  moderately  susceptible 
to  the  sugarcane  borer.   Based  on  harvest  observations,  this  variety  tends  to  be  more  erect  than  LCP 
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85-384  and,  even  when  lodged,  appears  to  be  better  suited  for  combine  harvesting.    Selected  from  a 
cross  of  LCP  86-454  and  LCP  85-384,  HoCP  96-540  was  released  in  2003. 

HoCP  91-555  yielded  significantly  more  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre  than  LCP  85-384 
in  plant-cane.  In  first-stubble  HoCP  91-555  was  significantly  higher  than  LCP  85-384  sugar  per  acre, 
tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  and  stalk  weight  on  all  soils.  HoCP  85-845  and  HoCP  91- 
555  had  yields  that  were  statistically  equivalent  to  the  check  variety  in  second  and  third-stubble 
crops.    Detailed  yield  comparisons  are  shown  in  Table  2. 

Table  2.  Combined  analysis  of  outfield  tests  for  plant-cane  through  third-stubble  crops  on  light 
and  heavy  soil  locations  during  2005. 


Plant-cane  crop  at  nine  locations 

Variety 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/T 

St.  wt. 

Population 

(lbs) 

(tons) 

(lbs) 

(lbs) 

(no./acre) 

LCP  85-384 

7029 

25.8 

271 

1.65 

31486 

HoCP  9 1-555 

8208  + 

29.8  + 

274 

1.80 

33643 

Ho  95-988 

8379  + 

31.0  + 

270 

2.17  + 

28736 

HoCP  96-540 

9054  + 

31.6  + 

286  + 

2.08  + 

30653 

L 97- 128 

7718 

28.7  + 

268 

2.21  + 

26225  - 

L  99-226 

9750  + 

32.4  + 

299  + 

2.50  + 

26066- 

L  99-233 

8709  + 

32.4  + 

268 

1.75 

37431  + 

HoCP  00-950 

8698  + 

29.4  + 

295  + 

1.92  + 

30800 

L  01-283 

9083  + 

31.7  + 

285  + 

1.94  + 

32993 

L  01-299 

7891  + 

29.9  + 

263 

1.94  + 

31239 

HoCP  01 -523 

8766  + 

31.1  + 

281 

2.05  + 

30745 

Ho  01-564 

8629  + 

29.3  + 

294  + 

1.73 

34295  + 

First-stubble  crop 

at  nine  locations 

LCP  85-384 

6870 

25.6 

270 

1.45 

35869 

HoCP  91-555 

8014  + 

28.2  + 

283  + 

1.69  + 

33949 

HoCP  96-540 

8288  + 

28.9  + 

286  + 

1.87  + 

31649- 

L 97-128 

7678  + 

28.0  + 

273 

1.94  + 

29316- 

L  99-226 

8925  + 

30.3  + 

294  + 

2.26  + 

27381  - 

L  99-233 

7804  + 

28.8  + 

271 

1.55 

38308 

HoCP  00-950 

8483  + 

28.1  + 

301  + 

1.71  + 

33483 

Second-stubble  crop 

at  seven  locations 

LCP  85-384 

6067 

22.3 

272 

1.38 

32493 

HoCP  85-845 

6203 

23.1 

265 

1.53 

29301 

HoCP  91-555 

5970 

21.8 

273 

1.38 

30974 

HoCP  96-540 

6614 

24.4 

271 

1.69  + 

28695 

L 97-128 

6893  + 

25.3  + 

271 

1.68  + 

29811 

L  99-226 

7976  + 

26.2  + 

301  + 

1.98  + 

26646- 

L  99-233 

7441  + 

27.8  + 

265 

1.39 

39774+ 

Third- stubble  crop 

at  two  locations 

LCP  85-384 

5365 

21.0 

257 

1.32 

32334 

HoCP  85-845 

6105 

22.6 

271 

1.60  + 

28679 

HoCP  91-555 

6080 

22.3 

276 

1.36 

32763 

HoCP  96-540 

6439  + 

23.4 

278 

1.84  + 

26305 

L 97-128 

6267 

23.1 

273 

1.74  + 

26612  - 
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Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 


Scientists  who  receive  funding  from  the  League's  Dedicated  Research  Committee  are  requested  to 
prepare  a  short  summary  of  their  work  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Those  reports  will  be  published  each 
month  until  all  of  them  have  been  printed.  The  following  are  reports  from  research  during  the  year 
2005. 


Biomass  and  Energy  Crop  Research  and  Development,  Robert  M.  Cobill,  Agronomist1,  Dr.  Tom  Tew, 
Research  Genetist1,  Dr.  Ed  Richard,  Jr.,  Supervisory  Research  Agronomist1  -  1 USDA-ARS-SRRC 
Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  (SRL),  Houma,  LA 

Energy  cane.  Based  on  yield  tests  conducted  over  the  previous  four  years  by  ARS,  three  energy 
cane  varieties  can  be  considered  for  release  in  2006  by  the  Variety  Advancement  Committee.  Two 
varieties,  US  01-12  and  Ho  00-961  were  developed  at  the  USDA  sugarcane  breeding  program  in 
Houma,  one  variety,  L  79-1002,  originated  from  the  LSU  breeding  program.  Tables  1  through  3  show 
results  of  yield  studies  using  candidate  energy  cane  varieties  from  plant-cane  through  2nd  stubble. 
These  studies  (two  locations)  were  continued  through  3rd  stubble  but  data  is  incomplete  at  this  time. 
Total  solids  are  that  portion  of  the  plant  (brix  +  fiber)  that  may  be  utilized  as  an  energy  source, 
whether  by  co-generation  or  hydrolysis.  Total  solid  yields  in  the  plant-cane  crop  were  greatest  with 
Ho  00-961  and  L  79-1002.  Although  US  01-12  did  not  produce  yields  comparable  to  other  energy 
cane  candidates  in  the  plant-cane  crop,  its  yield  in  the  subsequent  1st"  and  2nd~stubble  crops  illustrate 
its  potential  to  ratoon  and  yield  at  levels  more  acceptable  in  an  energy  cane  production  system. 


Table  1:  Average  yields  of  candidate  energy  cane  varieties  grown  at  Houma,  LA  and  Welsh,  LA. 
Plant-cane  crop  2002. 


Tons 

Tons 

Conv. 

Biomass 

Brix 

TCA 

TCA 

Fiber/A 

Total 

Variety 

Fib  % 

Fib  % 

TRS  % 

% 

(Biomass) 

(Conv.) 

(Biomass) 

Solids 

Ho  00-961 

12.33% 

16.44% 

10.20% 

14.97% 

50.16 

32.34 

8.25 

15.76 

L  79-1002 

19.21% 

25.62% 

5.18% 

10.34% 

39.20 

22.63 

10.04 

14.10 

LCP  85-384 

10.00% 

13.33% 

11.93% 

16.00% 

46.19 

31.10 

6.16 

13.55 

TucCP  77-42 

11.30% 

15.07% 

8.80% 

13.80% 

46.44 

31.27 

7.00 

13.41 

US  00-16 

16.78% 

22.38% 

5.86% 

9.11% 

35.80 

21.84 

8.01 

11.27 

US  01-10 

17.07% 

22.76% 

4.21% 

9.11% 

43.80 

27.31 

9.97 

13.96 

US01-12 

14.96% 

19.95% 

4.32% 

10.14% 

38.25 

24.91 

7.63 

11.51 

Average 

14.52% 

19.36% 

7.21% 

11.92  % 

42.83 

27.34 

8.15 

13.36 
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Table  2:  Average  yields  of  candidate  energy  cane  varieties  grown  at  Houma,  LA  and  Welsh,  LA. 
lst-stubble  crop  2003. 

Tons  Tons 

Conv.        Biomass                          Brix           TCA          TCA      Fiber/A  Total 

Variety              Fib  %         Fib  %        TRS  %          %          (Biomass)    (Conv.)  (Biomass)  Solids 

Ho  00-961           13.93%        18.58%        15.77%       13.98%         41.32          25.93         7.68  13.45 

L79-1002           20.15%        26.87%         6.12%         8.81%          37.05          21.34         9.96  13.22 

LCP  85-384        12.51%        16.68%        16.34%       13.36%         42.78          28.16         7.14  12.85 

TucCP  77-42      13.04%        17.39%        13.67%       21.73%         50.53          33.15         8.79  19.77 

US  00-16            18.67%        24.86%         6.91%         9.31%          47.89          28.54         11.91  16.36 

US  01-10            17.90%        23.87%         5.68%         8.81%          51.80          32.11         12.36  16.93 

US  01-12            15.62%        20.83%         6.65%         9.37%          46.08          29.78         9.60  13.92 

Average            15.97%     21.30%      10.16%     12.20%        45.35         28.43        9.63  15.21 

Table  3:  Average  yields  of  candidate  energy  cane  varieties  grown  at  Houma,  LA  and  Welsh,  LA. 
2nd-stubble  crop  2004 


Tons 

Tons 

Conv. 

Biomass 

Brix 

TCA 

TCA 

Fiber/A 

Total 

Variety 

Fib  % 

Fib  % 

TRS  % 

% 

(Biomass) 

(Conv.) 

i  (Biomass) 

Solids 

Ho  00-961 

12.50% 

16.66% 

6.63% 

15.26% 

26.38 

16.86 

4.39 

8.42 

L 79-1002 

20.14% 

26.85% 

3.43% 

11.14% 

37.71 

20.85 

10.13 

14.32 

LCP  85-384 

10.91% 

14.55% 

11.57% 

18.30% 

19.85 

12.61 

2.89 

6.52 

TucCP  77-42 

12.32% 

16.43% 

7.76% 

15.35% 

28.60 

18.34 

4.70 

9.09 

US  00-16 

17.32% 

23.09% 

4.53% 

12.64% 

13.89 

8.13 

3.21 

4.96 

US01-10 

16.93% 

22.57% 

3.73% 

10.21% 

22.53 

13.87 

5.09 

7.38 

US01-12 

15.57% 

20.76% 

3.48% 

11.53% 

31.40 

19.63 

6.52 

10.14 

Average  15.10%     20.13%      5.88%      13.49%        25.77         15.76        5.19  8.69 

Conv.  Fib  %  -  fiber  content  with  extractor  fans  on. 

Biomass  Fib.  %  -  fiber  content  with  extractor  fans  off. 

Conv.  -  conventional 

Fib.  -  fiber 

TRS  -  theoretical  recoverable  sugar 

TCA  -  tons  of  cane  /  acre 

Total  Solids  -  ((Brix  %  +  Biomass  Fiber  %)/100)  *  TCA  (Biomass) 


Meeting  the  Ever  Changing  Needs  of  Louisiana's  Cane  Industry  through  Varietal  Development, 

John  Veremis,  Research  Geneticist1 ,  Thomas  Tew,  Research  Geneticist1 ,  Yong-Bao  Pan,  Research 
Plant  Molecular  Geneticist1,  William  White,  Research  Entomologist1 ,  Robert  Cobill,  Agronomist1, 
Ryan  Viator,  Research  Plant  Physiologist1 ,  Michael  Grisham,  Research  Plant  Pathologist1 ,  Sarah 
Lingle,  Research  Plant  Physiologist1,  Ed  Richard,  Supervisory  Research  Agronomist1  -  1  USDA- 
ARS,  SRRC,  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  (SRL),  Houma,  LA 

Crossing.  We  made  700  crosses  during  the  2005  crossing  season  at  Houma  that  involved  commercial 
and  basic  clones.  We  also  made  limited  crosses  with  S.  officinarum,  S.  barberi,  S.  robustum  and  S. 
sinense  accessions;  with  newly  obtained  S.  spontaneum  accessions;  and  with  the  related  genera 
Miscanthus  and  Erianthus.  This  will  broaden  our  genetic  base  considerably,  and  will  especially 
strengthen  our  ability  to  develop  energy  cane  cultivars. 
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Characterization  of  Breeding  Lines.  We  selected  and  evaluated  basic  clones  and  progenies  under 
artificial  and  field  conditions  for  early  and  late  season  cold  tolerance.  We  identified  parents  and 
hybrid  progeny  which  expressed  superior  early  spring  emergence  under  residue  blankets.  We 
evaluated  the  core  breeding  collection  and  first-generation  hybrid  progenies  at  the  juice  laboratory 
to  quantify  cane  and  sugar  yields  and  in  the  case  of  energy  canes  energy  yield  (kcal/A).  We  evaluated 
the  genetic  diversity  among  our  wild  parents  and  progenies  for  resistance  to:  red  rot,  mosaic  virus, 
RSD,  and  leaf  scald  and  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  We  evaluated  the  DNA  markers  of  the  sucrose 
synthase  gene  (Sus2)  and  identified  differences  in  our  parental  germplasm.  In  cooperation  with 
Texas  A  &  M,  we  developed  markers  from  genes  involved  in  sugar  metabolism  and  detected  genetic 
differences  in  genomic  regions  from  S.  spontaneum  with  high  sugar  accumulation.  We  are  also 
cooperating  with  the  LSU  AgCenter  in  developing  markers  for  studying  interrelationships  among 
members  of  the  Saccharum  complex.  We  developed  a  linkage  map  with  the  mapping  population  and 
results  show  that  the  above  markers  have  a  potential  to  be  employed  in  mapping  and  marker  assisted 
selection  in  sugarcane  breeding  programs.  We  are  also  evaluating  the  La  stripe  x  SES147  mapping 
population  in  field  trials  with  the  expectation  of  mapping  molecular  markers  that  are  associated  with 
important  traits,  such  as  cold  tolerance. 


Flower  synchronization  and  pollen  control.  We  were  able  to  control  and  monitor  plant  fertility 
during  the  critical  flower  initiation  period  in  a  small  pot  fertilizer  study  and  have  demonstrated  that 
we  could  use  differential  fertility  as  a  tool  to  improve  flowering  synchronization  among  proven 
parents.  We  exposed  the  tassels  of  heavy  producing  varieties  to  cold  temperatures,  and  affected 
pollen  sterility.  The  latter  should  allow  us  to  reduce  the  number  of  selfs  contained  in  seed  collected 
from  the  female  flower  when  it  is  subjected  to  a  temperature  pretreatment  before  flowering.  It  should 
also  facilitate  the  use  of  heavy  pollen  producing  varieties  as  a  female  flower  with  the  hopes  of 
producing  new  genetic  combinations.  Both  studies  are  a  work  in  progress. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 


Farm  Equipment 

'A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL' 


Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 
"Mark  3" 

A  UNIQUE  3  ROW 
CULTIVATOR  THAT  CAN 
BE  EASILY  CONVERTED 
INTO  THE  NEW 

"MARK  5" 


The  New 

"Mark  5" 

A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will 

cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

time  period  than  a  3  row. 

The  fuel  and  labor  savings 

could  be  as  much  as  $  1 .00 

or  more  per  acre. 


New  Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available  on  "Mark  3" 
8c  "Mark  5" 


llM'SS 


::!§§ 
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205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


LeBlanc  Drain  Cleaner  -  very  good  condition  -  $1,200.  Call  Allen  Oubre  at  (337) 
224-2952. 

1660  Case  IH  Soybean  Combine,  3, 100  hrs,  has  mud  hog  field  ready  -  $  14,500;  Whole 
Stalk  football  piler  for  Cameco  loader,  -  $1,500;  Transloader  Dunham  XTR-850  on 

trailer,  fire  damaged  cab  -  $4,000;  Dry  fertilizer  buggy  applicator  with  3-row  dropper 
boxes,  stainless  hopper,  8  inch  chain  -  $4,000.  Leave  message  at  (337)  367-1602. 

International  1086  (Hi-Crop);  Thompson  4- wheel  Drive  Cane  Loader;  Transfer 
Loader;  Cameco  2-row  Cane  Cutter;  Thompson  3-row;  3  pt.  Sprayer  Boom;  15' 
Bushhog;  Land  Leveler;  Quality  Drain  Plow;  5-row  Spray  Rig;  2  Transfer  Wagons. 

Call  Jim  at  (985)  637-8309. 

Billet  cane  grab  with  360  turnhead  -  $5,000;  (3)  2  axle  field  transport  carts  @  $2,800; 
7x27'  front  feed  continuous  planter  -  $10,000;  Weigh  boy  truck  for  scale  -  $10,000. 
Call  (3 1 8)  20 1  -5790  or  (3 1 8)  346-2 1 66. 

4  Fruehoff  45'  x  96",  end-dump  trailers  -  $1,500  each.  Call  (337)  351-5379  or  (225) 
936-1622. 

8  pairs  10  ton  Mill  Dump  Wagons,  excellent  shape,  good  tires,  built  by  Bayou  Service 
Co.  -  per  pair  $14,000.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (985)  446-1129. 

Parts  for  Sale:  Parts  for  International  7140;  Allis  Chalmers  760,  745,  and  780; 
International  1066,  986,  and  856;  and  Bantam  Back  Hoe  266.  Call  "Carot"  at  (225) 
806-8547  or  (225)  869-5982. 

WANTED:  Sugarcane  hand  planting  wagon,  does  not  have  to  be  field  ready.  Call 
(337)519-5531. 


Try 

The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Classifieds! 

It  Really  Works! 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Cameco  Industries,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

CoBank 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldson ville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 


IHE  SOGAR  BUDLET1N 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 


American 

Sugar  Cane 
%  League 

J\  Est.  1922 

faking  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


August  2006 
Volume  84,  No.  1 1 


IN    THIS    ISSUE 

Up  Front  With  The  League  by  Jim  Simon  1 

P.J.  "Pete"  deGravelles 3 

Washington  Update  by  Jack  Pettus 5 

On  The  Farm  by  Windell  Jackson 9 

The  Baton  Rouge  Line  by  Tom  Spradley 15 

Recommendations  for  Dextranase  Application  in  the  2006 
Louisiana  Grinding  Season 
by  Gillian  Eggleston,  David  Stewart  and  Adrian  Monge 17 

Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 21 

Classifieds Inside  Back  Cover 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr./Agronomist 


John  Constant/Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens/ Administrative  Assistant 

Paul  G.  Borron,  Ill/Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative 

Don  Wallace  Associates,  Inc. 
1156  15th  Street,  N.W. 
Suite  315 

Washington,  D.C.   20005 
Phone:  (202)331-1331 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office 
206  East  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (985)  448-3707 
FAX:    (985)  448-3722 
E-mail:  lasugar@amscl.org 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
P.O.  Box  85125 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70884 
Phone:  (225)  766-1359 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Craig  Caillier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

President 
Jessie  Breaux,  Franklin,  LA 

Vice-President 
James  H.  Simon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

General  Manager 

David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Mark  Bergeron,  Napoleonville,  LA 

Paul  Bourdier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Grady  Bubenzer,  Bunkie,  LA 

Lonnie  Champagne,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Mike  Comb,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

C.J.  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Willie  Danos,  Iowa.  LA 

Peter  Dufresne,  Paulina,  LA 

Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Sr.,  Raceland,  LA 

Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender,  III,  Bourg.  LA 

John  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Charles  Guidry,  Erath,  LA 

Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

Jim  Harper,  Bunkie,  LA 

Tim  Hebert,  Thibodaux,  LA 

J.  Roddy  Hulett,  St.  James,  LA 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 


Greg  Nolan,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Secretary 
Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Treasurer 


Buckley  Kessler,  White  Castle,  LA 

Duane  Legendre,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Will  Legendre,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Chris  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 

Frank  Minvielle,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Rivers  Patout,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche,  Brusly,  LA 

Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 

Charles  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 

Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Bryan  Simon,  Abbeville,  LA 

Frank  Sotile,  Jr.,  St.  James,  LA 

David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 

Jackie  Theriot,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

David  Thibodeaux,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Tommy  Thibodeaux,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 

Wilbert  Waguespack,  Vacherie,  LA 


The  Sugar  Bulletin  is  published  monthly  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.SA.,  Inc.  a  nonprofi 

organization.  Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

The  views  and  opinions  expressed  by  columnists  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily 

those  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Views  and  opinions  expressed  in  advertisements  in  this  publication  art 

those  of  the  advertiser  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Disaster  Assistance  Distribution 

Transfers  of  Allocation 

Food  Security 


Immediately  following  approval  of  the  $40 
million  in  disaster  assistance  for  Louisiana's 
sugar  industry  we  began  to  work  on  the 
parameters  for  distribution  of  these  funds. 
Representatives  from  the  state  Farm  Service 
Agency,  the  LSU  Ag  Center,  Louisiana  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  and  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  have  been  working  on  this  distribution 
proposal  for  the  past  several  weeks.  Upon 
completion  it  will  be  submitted  to  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  for  review  and 
approval. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  disaster  assistance 
initiative,  our  intention  has  been  to  deliver  the 
money  to  the  people  that  were  most  affected  by 
the  storms.  The  work  that  we  are  doing  is 
focused  on  achieving  this  goal.  We  have  taken 
many  of  your  concerns  regarding  equitable 
treatment  into  consideration  and  are  working  to 
address  them  in  a  manner  that  best  serves  the 
interest  of  our  industry.  When  all  is  said  and 
done,  I  am  confident  that  this  distribution  plan, 
when  viewed  from  a  perspective  of  the  "industry 
as  a  whole,"  will  achieve  the  goal  set  forth  at  the 
beginning  of  the  process. 

Moving  this  proposal  through  the  federal 
bureaucracy  will  take  a  considerable  amount  of 
time.  We  are  hopeful  to  begin  to  make 
distributions  within  the  next  90  to  120  days,  but 


are  trying  to  compress  this  time  frame  to  deliver 
these  proceeds  sooner. 

Transfers  of  Allocation 

Over  the  past  several  years  there  has  been 
much  discussion  regarding  the  transfer  of  a 
producer's  share  of  a  processor's  marketing 
allocation  from  one  processor  to  another. 
Language  in  the  farm  bill  requires  that  the  current 
processor  must  agree  to  the  movement  of 
allocation  to  a  new  processor.  Some  see  this  as 
a  restrictive  requirement  while  others  see  it  as 
necessary  to  maintaining  stability  in  our  industry. 

The  League  has  attempted  to  address  this 
issue  in  a  number  of  ways.  We  have  utilized  a 
survey,  a  special  Proportionate  Share  Committee, 
the  National  Legislative  Committee,  and  the  full 
Board  of  Directors  to  study  this  issue.  All  of 
these  efforts  have  come  up  short  of  developing 
a  plan  of  action  that  has  the  consensus  of  the 
industry  as  a  whole.  In  light  of  the  stalemate 
that  we  find  ourselves  in,  the  League's  Board  of 
Directors  has  decided  to  place  the  issue  on  the 
ballot  at  our  next  annual  meeting  which  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday,  February  28,  2007.  All 
League  members  will  be  able  to  vote  on  the  issue. 
The  result  will  establish  the  policy  that  our 
organization  will  follow  regarding  this  particular 
issue. 


Food  Security 

America's  businesses  and  consumers  are 
struggling  to  deal  with  escalating  fuel  cost. 
Much  of  this  cost  increase  is  attributed  oil 
imports  that  come  from  unstable  areas  of  the 
world.  As  stated  by  President  Bush,  "we  are 
addicted  to  foreign  oil."  Without  a  healthy 
American  farming  community  we  would  be 


addicted  to  foreign  food.  We  are  dependant  upon 
unstable  governments  to  feed  our  cars.  Let's  hope 
that  we  are  never  dependant  on  unstable  foreign 
governments  to  feed  our  children.  I  sense  that 
American  families  are  finally  beginning  to  realize 
the  importance  of  an  abundant  and  safe  supply  of 
domestically  produced  food. 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  tftefieCcCto  t  fie  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  vour  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 
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PJ.  "Pete"  deGravelles,  Jr. 

December  17,  1928  - 
July  8,  2006 


Percy  J.  "Pete"  deGravelles  Jr.  passed  away  Saturday,  July  8,  2006,  at  Lafayette  General  Re- 
gional Medical  Center.  He  is  survived  by  his  loving  wife  of  54  years,  Jane  Roane  deGravelles  of 
Lafayette;  daughters,  Roane  Risher  and  her  husband,  Greg,  of  Houma,  Judith  Boutte  and  her 
husband,  R.J.,  of  Lafayette,  Carol  Williams  and  her  husband,  Rick,  of  Kernersville,  N.C.,  Renee 
DeMoss  and  her  husband,  Mark,  of  Greenville,  S.C.,  and  Diane  Trull  and  her  husband,  Steve,  of 
Greensboro,  N.C.  Surviving  also  are  his  brother,  Bob  deGravel  of  Sacramento,  Calif.;  sisters, 
Abbie  McNulty,  Charlotte  LeBlanc  and  Renee  Stirling,  all  of  Franklin,  and  Jeannette  Piette  of 
Appleton,  Wis.;  grandchildren,  Steven  Risher,  David  Risher,  Katherine  Boutte,  Scott  Boutte, 
Jane  Williams,  Parker  Williams  and  Garic  Williams;  and  great-grandchildren,  Allison  Risher  and 
Megan  Risher.  Mr.  deGravelles  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  parents,  Percy  J.  deGravelles  Sr.  and 
Abbie  Marin  deGravelles;  and  two  sisters,  Marin  Piette  and  Mary  Moreau. 

Mr.  deGravelles  was  born  Dec.  17,  1928,  in  Franklin,  into  one  of  the  most  recognized  sugar 
families  in  Louisiana.  He  joined  his  father  in  a  farming  partnership  that  eventually  was  incorpo- 
rated as  Teche  Planting.  During  this  time,  Mr.  deGravelles  was  active  in  the  St.  Mary  Parish  Farm 
Bureau  and  was  on  the  board  of  directors  of  St.  Mary  Sugar  Co-op.  In  1976,  he  was  chosen  King 
Sucrose  XXXV  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival,  and  in  1979,  Progressive  Farmer  Magazine 
selected  him  as  Man  of  the  Year  in  Service  to  Louisiana  Agriculture.  In  1993,  Mr.  deGravelles 
received  the  coveted  Sugar  Man  of  the  Year  Award  in  1992  from  the  Dwyer  Memorial.  Mr. 
deGravelles  was  more  than  just  a  sugar-cane  farmer;  he  was  active  in  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  chairing  many  committees  during  his  tenure  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors.  In 
1977,  he  was  elected  the  29th  president  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  from  1988  to 
1993,  he  served  as  general  manager  of  the  league.  In  1976,  he  served  as  president  of  the  Louisi- 
ana division  of  the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Technologists.  He  was  selected  to  serve  as 
chairman  of  the  National  Legislative  Committee.  He  also  was  a  distinguished  leader  for  the  sugar 
industry  in  Washington,  D.C.,  for  many  years.  In  2006,  for  his  outstanding  and  dedicated  service 
to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  Mr.  deGravelles  received  the  President's  Award  from  the  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Cane  League. 

Donations  may  be  made  to  the  Columbia  University  Medical  Center  for  Alzheimer's  research. 
Checks  may  be  made  payable  to  Columbia  University  and  mailed  to  Taub  Institute  for  Alzheimer's 
Research  at  Columbia  University,  Physicians  and  Surgeons  Box  16, 630  W  168th  St.,  New  York, 
NY  10032  or  St.  Mary  Catholic  Church,  419  Doucet  Road,  Lafayette,  LA  70503. 


We're  looking  for  an  Assistant  Overseer 


Family  owned  1 ,400  acre  sugarcane  farm  in  Moore  Haven,  Florida 
is  looking  for  an  assistant  overseer. 

Attractive  salary,  housing  provided,  good  equipment.  Applicant  must  have  experience 
in  equipment  operation  and  experience  in  all  aspects  of  sugar  farming. 

Resumes  can  be  sent  to: 

Russell  Kilpatrick,  P.  O.  Box  1084,  Moore  Haven,  FL    33471 

or  call  (863)  673-8176 
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U.S.  Sugar  Policy 
Keeps  it  Consistent. 


15C 


43C 


Izod  shirts  with  upturned  collars  and  loafers  with  shiny 
pennies  dominated  the  fashion  scene.  "Caddyshack"  and 
"Airplane"  graced  the  silver  screen.  John  Lennon  was 
shot  in  New  York,  and  a  nation  turned  to  "Dallas"  to  see 
who  shot  J.R.  A  first-ciass  stamp  cost  ISC. 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for43C 


^ 


25C 


43C 


California's  governor  was  playing  "Kindergarten  Cop." 
The  current  president  was  helping  run  a  professional 
baseball  team.  The  Cold  War  ended.  Nelson  Mandela 
was  freed  from  prison.  Gas  was  $1.16  a  gallon.  Stamps 
cost  25C. 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43C. 
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37C 


43C 


Things  looked  much  different.  Wardrobes  evolved,  polit- 
ical events  reshaped  the  world,  gas  prices  approached 
$3.00  a  gallon,  and  it  cost  37<  to  mail 
a  Christmas  card. 

And  you  could  buy  a  pound  of  sugar  for  43C. 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Tribute  To  Two  Titans 

FY07  Agricultural  Appropriations 

USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Don  Wallace  and  Pete  deGravelles  shared 
a  deep  and  abiding  respect  for  each  other 
that  informed  their  relationship  through 
many  years  of  working  together  for  the  betterment 
of  the  Louisiana  cane  industry.  Mr.  deGravelles 
became  the  29th  President  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  in  1977,  one  year  after  being  named 
King  Sucrose  XXXV,  and  Don  became  the 
League's  Washington,  DC  representative  the 
following  year.  They  served  together  during  Mr. 
deGravelles'  tenure  as  National  Legislative 
Committee  Chairman,  and  as  General  Manager  of 
the  League  (1988-1993),  and  their  friendship 
continued  throughout  their  lives. 

It  was  my  honor  and  pleasure  to  work  with 
Don  over  the  past  five  years.  In  that  time,  I  learned 
much  from  Don  about  the  people  who  are  the 
backbone  of  the  cane  industry.  I  learned  to  revere 
Mr.  deGravelles  by  listening  to  Don's  stories 
about  his  graciousness,  his  integrity,  his 
judgment  and  his  spirit.  I  have  heard  others,  such 
as  Congressman  Charles  Boustany,  speak  about 
his  mentoring  and  his  pinpoint  analysis  of 
political  dynamics  shaping  the  industry  and  the 
region. 

The  most  poignant  statement  to  their  mutual 
respect  and  admiration  came  during  the  last  few 
weeks  of  their  lives,  as  the  families  of  each  of 
these  fine  gentlemen  reached  out  to  each  other 
through  the  heartbreak  of  loss.  As  Don's  family 


dealt  with  his  passing,  one  of  Laurie's  first 
concerns  was  to  make  sure  that  Pete  had  his 
family  around  him  when  he  learned  of  the  loss  of 
his  friend.  As  Mr.  deGravelles  shared  his  last 
moments  with  his  family,  they  talked  about  how 
he  could  soon  renew  his  political  discussions 
with  Don.  Thus,  these  two  long-time  leaders  of 
the  industry  provide  us  all  with  a  shining  example 
of  undying  friendship  and  love. 

F Y07  Agricultural  Appropriations 

In  late  June,  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  approved  the  FY07  agricultural 
appropriations  package  and  that  package  now 
awaits  Senate  floor  consideration.  The  House 
has  already  completed  action  on  its  version  of 
the  package. 

The  Senate  package  includes  a  $500,000 
increase  in  funding  for  the  Houma  research 
facility  for  work  on  bioenergy  research  and 
continues  funding  of  residue  management 
research  at  the  FY06  level.  The  Senate  bill 
contains  $3  million  for  construction  of  the  new 
research  facility,  differing  considerably  from  the 
House's  $16  million  for  that  purpose. 

The  Senate  bill  also  includes  a  $4.2  billion 
agricultural  disaster  package  that  has  slowed 
progress  of  the  bill  to  the  Senate  floor.  The 
package  includes  all  agricultural  disaster 
language  not  tied  to  hurricane  losses  that  were 


dropped  from  the  emergency  supplemental 
during  conference  in  late  June.  As  stated 
previously,  there  is  a  strong  likelihood  that  the 
agricultural  appropriations  legislation  may  not 
be  completed  before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
and  could,  instead,  be  rolled  into  an  omnibus 
appropriations  package  that  would  be  approved 
after  the  November  elections. 

USD  A  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply 
and  Use 

The  USD  A  released  its  July  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report 
for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/06  beginning 
stocks  were  unchanged  at  1 ,33 1 ,000  tons.  2005/ 
06  production  was  decreased  to  7,365,000  short 
tons  (raw  value)  from  7,393,000  short  tons  last 
month,  as  beet  production  was  lowered  to 
4,335,000  tons  from  4,345,000  tons  and  cane 
production  was  dropped  to  3,030,000  tons  from 
3,048,000  tons.  Louisiana  and  Florida  production 
was  unchanged  at  1,245,000  tons  and  1,368,000 
tons,  respectively.  Imports  are  increased  to 
3,235,000  tons  from  3,1 65,000  tons,  raising  total 
supply  to  1 1 ,93 1 ,000  tons  from  1 1 ,889,000  tons 


last  month.  Deliveries  are  unchanged  at 
10,300,000  tons  and  total  use  was  unchanged  at 
10,500,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending  stocks  are 
raised  to  1 ,43 1 ,000  tons  from  1 ,389,000  tons  last 
month,  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  was  raised  to 
13.6  percent  from  13.2  percent. 

USDA's  2006/07  projections  show  production 
rising  to  8,345,000  tons  from  8,230,000  tons,  with 
beet  production  increased  to  4,800,000  tons  from 
4,700,000  tons  and  cane  rising  to  3,545,000  tons 
from  3,530,000  tons.  Louisiana  was  unchanged 
at  1,300,000  tons  and  Florida  was  increased  to 
1,818,000  tons  from  1,800,000  tons.  Imports  are 
unchanged  at  1,818,000  tons,  as  was  the 
projected  1,318,000  tons  under  the  TRQ.  As  a 
result  of  the  higher  beginning  stocks  estimate, 
total  supply  would  rise  to  1 1,594,000  tons  from 
11,437,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
unchanged  at  200,000  and  deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10,415,000  tons.  Total  use  is  also 
unchanged  at  10,615,000,  causing  ending  stocks 
to  rise  to  979,000  tons  from  822,000  tons  last 
month.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was  increased 
to  9.2  percent  from  7.7  percent  last  month. 
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Capital  One 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 
including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Warehouses 


Suppliers 

Equipment  companies 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=>   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lender    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


First  South  Farm  Crc         AC  A 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned, 
It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 

Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodauxl      (985)  446-9450 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
"CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE" 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Variety  Recommendations 

LCP  85-384  -  HoCP  96-540  -  Ho  95-988 

L  97-128  -  L  99-226  -  L  99-233 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  July  19, 
2006,  most  of  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  has  received  enough  rain  to 
jumpstart  cane  growth.  However,  there  are  some 
areas  scattered  throughout  the  cane  belt  that 
are  still  suffering  from  too  little  rain.  Fields  of 
plant  cane  and  stubble  on  the  sandier  soils  have 
responded  quickly  to  the  recent  rains.  Due  to 
the  severing  of  the  root  system  when  clay  soils 
crack  during  prolonged  periods  without  rain,  the 
response  to  rain  for  both  plant  cane  and  stubble 
is  slow.  Therefore,  cane  in  many  black-land  fields 
is  extremely  short.  Even  on  black-land,  the 
growth  in  stubble  fields  of  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96- 
540,  and  L  97-128  was  not  affected  nearly  as  bad 
as  the  growth  of  LCP  85-384.  If  the  weather 
cooperates,  most  plant  cane  fields  of  these  newer 
varieties  should  have  adequate  height  to  start 
planting  in  early  August. 

Fields  of  plant  cane  and  first-stubble  LCP  85- 
384,  Ho  95-988  and  HoCP  96-540  have  grown 
through  their  early-severe  rust  infestations.  At 
this  time,  the  cane  appears  to  be  growing  rapidly 
enough  to  keep  ahead  of  any  new  infections. 
Field  observations  find  only  light  yellow  rust 
spots  on  the  new  leaves. 


Variety  Recommendations 

For  planting  in  2006,  six  varieties  (CP  85-384, 
HoCP  85-845,  HoCP  91-555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP 
96-540  and  L  97-128)  are  on  the  list  of  varieties 
that  are  recommended  for  planting.  Outfield  Test 
yield  data  is  the  information  on  which  variety 
recommendations  are  based.  The  results  of  the 
2005  Outfield  Tests  were  reported  in  the  July 
issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin.  This  data  indicates 
that  all  varieties  mentioned  above  (for  which 
data  was  collected)  have  higher  sugar  per  acre 
yielding  potentials  than  LCP  85-384,  in  plant 
cane,  first  stubble,  and  second  stubble  (HoCP 
91-555  was  lower  yielding  in  second  stubble). 
In  the  rush  to  replace  LCP  85-384,  the  industry 
must  take  a  long  look  at  each  of  the  new  varieties 
that  they  will  be  replacing  the  "old  war  horse" 
with;  they  all  have  some  significant  flaws.  A 
complete  list  of  recommended  varieties  and  their 
characteristics  can  be  found  in  the  table  at  the 
end  of  this  article.  (The  table  is  on  page  12.) 

LCP  85-384 

Over  the  past  three  crops,  LCP  85-384  has 
not  preformed  well,l  and  most  growers  are 
reporting  that  they  do  not  intend  to  plant  any 


acreage  of  LCP  85-384  this  fall.  If  there  is  good 
quality  seedcane  (high  value)  of  LCP  85-384 
available,  growers  should  consider  its  use.  LCP 
85-384  still  offers  resistance  to  leaf  scald,  mosaic, 
smut,  and  RSD.  It  is  the  highest  rated  variety  to 
post-freeze  deterioration  of  all  the  recommended 
varieties. 

The  downfall  of  this  variety  can  surely  be 
attributed  to  its  stubbling  ability  and  to 
monoculture  under  which  it  was  grown.  This 
monoculture  produced  more  virulent  rust,  which 
was  able  to  break  through  the  early  tolerance  to 
the  disease  that  LCP  85-384  demonstrated. 
Additionally,  384's  stubbling  ability  and  the 
monoculture  practiced  with  LCP  85-384  meant 
that  it  was  the  first  cane  harvested  each  year 
and  that  there  were  successive  applications  of 
ripener  on  the  stubble  crops.  No  variety  has 
survived  long  when  harvested  early  year  after 
year. 

HoCP  96-540 

Growers  report  that  they  will  plant  as  much 
HoCP  96-540  as  they  can.  Although  the  stands 
of  this  variety  appear  not  to  have  high  yield 
potential,  it  has  remained  one  of  the  leading  yields 
in  sugar  per  acre  in  plant  cane,  first  stubble,  and 
second  stubble  in  Outfield  Tests.  When  planting 
HoCP  96-540,  efforts  should  be  taken  not  to 
cover  too  deeply.  On  a  number  of  occasions,  in 
extremely  sandy  soils,  when  covered  too  deep, 
stands  of  HoCP  96-540  have  been  very  poor. 
Because  it  is  only  a  moderate  shader,  somewhat 
slow  out  of  the  box  and  lower  population, 
bermudagrass  and  johnsongrass  can  be 
problems  in  fields  of  HoCP  96-540.  HoCP  96- 
540  offers  adequate  resistance  to  all  of  the  major 
sugarcane  diseases  found  in  Louisiana  at  this 
time,  and  has  fair  rating  for  post-freeze 
deterioration. 

Ho  95-988 

Last  fall,  after  more  than  a  few  reports  of  severe 
top-breakage  in  fields  of  Ho  95-988,  most 
growers  backed  off  their  plans  for  large  plantings 
of  this  variety.  The  variety  is  susceptible  to 
infestations  by  the  cane  borer,  smut,  and  rust. 
These  problems  must  be  considered  even 
though  HoCP  95-998  has  good  yield  potential, 


appears  to  have  good  stubbling  ability,  and  has 
a  lineage  that  varies  greatly  from  LCP  85-384 
and  the  other  more  recent  releases. 

L 97-128 

Released  in  2004,  L  97- 1 28  offered  advantages 
of  good  tonnage,  good  stubbling,  erectness,  and 
very  early  sugar.  When  L  97-128  was  on  the 
secondary  stations,  some  smut  was  found  at 
most  locations.  In  all  cases  the  smut  was  below 
2%  and  at  all  station's  seed  plots  were  walked  to 
remove  stools  of  cane  showing  signs  of  smut. 
This  spring,  throughout  the  cane  belt  there  have 
been  many  reports  of  smut  found  in  first  stubble 
fields  of  L  97- 1 28  used  as  seed  last  year.  In  one 
first-stubble  field  in  St.  Mary  parish,  the 
pathology  personnel  from  the  USDA  counted 
several  plots  (a  representative  sample  of  the 
field)  in  which  more  than  40%  of  the  stools  were 
infected  with  smut.  Counts  were  also  made  in 
plant  cane,  and  they  averaged  a  little  more  than 
11%.  In  discussions  with  growers,  most  will 
plant  all  of  their  HoCP  96-540  seedcane  and  want 
to  plant  L  97-128  as  far  as  it  will  expand.  Before 
going  whole-hog  with  the  L  97-128,  seed  plots 
should  be  inspected  and  an  estimation  of  smut 
percentage  determined.  The  Variety 
Recommendations  states,  "that  fields  with  2% 
or  higher  smut  should  not  be  used  for  seed." 
Because  of  the  decline  of  LCP  85-384  and  a 
limited  supply  of  HoCP  96-540,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  a  5%  infestation  level  be  used  as 
the  cutoff  point  for  L  97- 1 28  this  year.  An  even 
higher  infection  rate  might  be  acceptable  if 
resulting  plantings  are  only  used  for  commercial 
production.  As  of  yet  there  have  been  no  reports 
of  excessively  high  smut  in  any  seedcane  fields 
from  the  commercial  seed  companies.  If  L  97- 
128  is  to  be  grown  successfully  in  Louisiana,  a 
supply  of  seed  with  a  low  incident  of  smut  must 
be  introduced  to  the  farm  each  year. 

L99-226 

To  be  distributed  this  fall,  this  new  variety 
appears  to  have  everything  the  industry  is 
looking  for.  It  has  borer  resistance,  high 
tonnage,  high  early  sugar,  good  shading  ability, 
and  is  a  good  stubbier.  Even  though  it  falls,  the 
combine  harvesters  do  a  good  job  recovering 
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what  is  in  the  field  and  leave  only  a  moderate 
amount  of  scrap.  However,  the  amount  of  smut 
being  found  on  secondary  stations  offers  a  point 
of  concern.  The  amount  of  smut  found  in  L  99- 
226  on  the  secondary  stations  is  tracking 
somewhat  behind  what  was  found  with  L  97- 
128  when  it  was  on  the  secondary  stations  in 
2004,  but  in  at  least  one  case  it  has  been  higher. 
At  this  time,  there  are  no  test  data  results  that 
indicate  what  levels  of  smut  cause  significant 
yield  losses  in  L  97- 1 28  or  L  99-226.  Again  all 
stations  will  have  been  walked  and  infected 
stools  of  smut  removed.  Also,  observations 
from  the  secondary  stations  and  test  fields 
suggest  that  L  99-226  may  be  better  suited  for 
production  on  light  to  mixed  soils  and  not  heavy 
clay  soils. 

L  99-233 

L  99-233  is  a  high  population  cane  that  has 
produced  good  yields  in  plant  cane,  first 
stubble,  and  second  stubble  Outfield  Tests. 


This  new  variety  gets  off  to  a  very  quick  start  in 
the  spring,  well  ahead  of  any  weed  problems, 
but  at  this  time  of  year  (mid-summer),  there  is 
still  a  lot  of  sun  getting  to  the  middles.  L  99-233 
has  a  very  erect  growth  habit;  that  is  until  it 
gets  so  tall  that  it  lodges.  It  started  to  lodge  at 
a  number  of  secondary  stations  by  the  first  week 
in  July.  Last  year  even  after  2  hurricanes  L  99- 
233  left  very  little  scrap  after  harvest.  Smut  has 
been  found  in  L  99-233  at  a  number  of  secondary 
stations.  So  far,  the  percentages  have  been  very 
low.  Again,  the  stations  were  walked  and 
infected  stools  were  removed. 

L  99-226  and  L  99-233  are  to  be  released  for 
commercial  plantings  this  year.  Applications 
for  a  seedcane  allotment  from  the  secondary 
stations  and  a  list  of  secondary  stations  were 
published  in  the  July  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin. 
Please  fill  out  all  information  requested  in  the 
form  and  return  to  the  League  by  August  4, 
2006. 
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LARGER 

•SIMPLIFIED 
HYDRAULICS 

{•PUMP  ON  THE 
TONGUE  DESIGN 
FOR  FAST  HITCH-UP 

•  LIGHTER  WEIGHT, 
AND  INCREASED 
CARRYING  CAPACITY! 
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Ratings  for  Varietal  Characteristic  of  the  Recommended  Sugarcane  Varieties  for  Planting  in  Fall 
2006 

Variety         LCP      HoCP      HoCP       HoCP        Ho  L  L  L 

85-384    85-845     91-555      96-540     95-988     97-128   99-226     99-233 


Sugar  per  acre 

G 

G 

G-VG 

\G 

\G 

\G 

\G 

\G 

Harvestability 

P-M 

G 

G 

G 

P-M 

G 

P-M 

P-M 

Erectness 

P 

G 

G 

G 

M 

G 

P 

P 

Brittleness 

P-M 

G 

G 

G 

P-M 

G 

M 

P-M 

Sucrose  Content* 

G 

M 

G 

M-G 

G 

\G 

\G 

G 

Maturity 

M-E 

E 

M-E 

M 

M-E 

E 

M-E 

M-E 

Fiber 

G 

M 

M 

G 

G 

G 

G 

M 

Tonnage 

G 

G 

G 

\G 

G 

G 

\G 

G 

Stubbling 

\G 

\G 

M<} 

G 

\G 

G 

G 

\G 

Borer  resistance 

S 

R 

S 

S 

S 

S 

R 

S 

Smut  resistance 

R 

R 

R 

R 

S 

S 

MS 

MS 

Mosaic  resistance 

R 

MR 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

MR 

RSD  tolerance 

M 

P 

P 

M 

M 

P 

P 

P 

Leaf  scald 

R 

S 

M 

R 

MR 

MR 

MR 

R 

Rust  resistance 

S 

R 

M 

M 

S 

M 

MR 

R 

Post-freeze  deterioration 

G 

M 

P-M 

M-G 

M 

M 

U 

U 

Herbicide  tolerance 

M-G2 

M-G2 

M-G 

M-G 

M-G 

M-G 

M-G 

M-G 

Shading 

G 

G 

G 

M 

\G 

\G 

\G 

\G 

Ripener  response 

VG' 

M 

M-G 

\G 

U 

M 

U 

M 

Year  of  Release 

1993 

1993 

1999 

2003 

2004 

2004 

2006 

2006 

*Planting  recommendations  are  based  on  yield  data  collected  from  Outfield  Tests,  and  are  a  joint 
collaboration  of  researchers  with  the  ASCL,  LSU  AgCenter,  and  the  USDA-ARS,  SRRC,  who  are 
working  in  the  breeding  program 


**Sucrose  content  is  measured  as  theoretical  recoverable  sugar  (TRS)  per  ton  of  cane 
E  =  Early  P  =  Poor  U  =  Unknown 


G  =  Good 

M  =  Moderate,  Medium 

MS  =  Moderately  Susceptible 


R  =  Resistant 
S  =  Susceptible 


VG  =  Very  Good 

MR  =  Moderately  Resistant 


'Research  shows  less  tolerant  to  borer  damage  than  other  resistant  varieties. 

2Can  be  injured  by  late  applications  of  asulam. 

3Rates  exceeding  6  oz/acre  have  caused  damage  in  subsequent  stubble  crops. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  Inc. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 

Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 

"Mark  3" 

a  unique  3  row 
cultivator  that  can 
be  easily  converted 

INTO  THE  NEW 
"MARK  5" 


The  New 
"Mark  5tt 

A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will 

cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

time  period  than  a  3  row. 

The  fuel  and  labor  savings 

could  be  as  much  as  $  1 .00 

or  more  per  acre. 

New  Tapered 

Timken  Style  Bearings 

available  on  "mark  3" 

&  "MARK  5" 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquln@charterinternet.com 


DuPont1 
K-41 

herbicide 


Count  on  DuPont 

for  herbicides  that  fit  your  sugarcane  crop 
and  your  bottom  line 


Residual  control.  DuPont™  K-4™ 
herbicide  delivers  residual  control 
of  some  of  the  toughest  weed 
species,  including  seedling  john- 
songrass,  browntop  panicum, 
broadleaf  signalgrass,  morningglory 
and  a  variety  of  winter  annual 
weeds. 

Suppression.  It  provides  good  sup- 
pression of  bermudagrass  and  itch- 
grass  when  applied  in  dormancy 
prior  to  green-up. 


dust  than  DF,  no  odor  or  staining 
and  better  resuspendibility.  This 
high-tech  XP  formulation  means 
granules  are  more  uniform  in  size, 
leading  to  more  precise  measuring. 

For  more  information,  please  see 
your  local  DuPont  retailer  or  DuPont 
district  sales  manager: 

Toby  McCown 

(337)  794-2194 

j-toby.mccown@usa.dupont.com 


Flexibility.  K-4™  is  an  XP  formulated 
material  that  mixes  easier,  has  less 


k4.dup0nt.com 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradtey 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


What  They  Did  and  Did  Not  Do 


In  addition  to  passing  ethanol  mandating 
legislation  the  legislature  was  busy  this  year 
with  all  kinds  of  housekeeping;  "do  this", 
"don't  do  that"  type  stuff.  This  is  the  last  full 
blown  session  of  this  term.  Next  year  will  be  a 
fiscal  session  where  they  primarily  work  on  the 
budget  and  taxes,  with  just  a  few  bills  each  to 
deal  with  ordinary  business.  Here  is  a  sample  of 
the  new  "dos"  and  "don'ts"  and  the  near  misses. 

•  Smokers  may  not  smoke  in  a  vehicle  if  a 
child  is  present.  A  child  is  60  pounds  or 
less  or  anyone  required  to  be  in  a  booster 
seat. 

•  Starting  in  January  you  will  not  be  allowed 
to  smoke  in  restaurants  or  their  bar  areas. 
You  can  still  smoke  in  stand  alone  bars, 
casinos  and  some  bars  with  limited  food 
service. 

•  You  may  not  hunt  by  remote  control. 
Remote  controls  that  use  TV;  and  a  remote 
controlled  gun  may  not  be  used  to  shoot 
game.  Huh? 

•  Businesses  that  hire  undocumented  aliens 
may  face  a  $10,000  fine. 

•  They  did  not  increase  the  minimum  wage. 
There  was  a  proposal  to  raise  our 
minimum  $1  above  the  current  $5.15  but 
the  measure  failed. 


You  can  now  scalp  that  hot  ticket  as  long 

as  it  is  NOT  for  a  college  sports  event. 

Bell  South  companies  sought  to  offer  cable 

services  and  passed  the  bill  promising  to 

introduce  competition  to  the  industry,  but 

the  Governor  vetoed  it  saying  is  was 

"disruptive." 

You  may  NOT  drive  the  interstate 

highways  at  75  mph,  but  you  almost  could. 

The  bill  was  narrowly  defeated. 

Convicted  drunk  drivers  WILL  NOT  have 

to  put  orange  license  plates  on  their  cars. 

Legislators  killed  a  bill  that  would  have 

linked  school  attendance  with  permission 

to  drive  for  young  people. 

Public  school  teachers  may  not  encourage 

the  use  of  Ritalin  or  other  such  drugs. 

Public  school  teachers  will  get  a  $1,500 

raise. 

LSU  will  not  get  a  $150  per  semester  fee 

increase. 

A  ban  on  abortions  except  to  save  the  life 

of  the  mother  was  passed,  but  will  not  go 

into  effect  unless  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 

overturns  its  1973  ruling. 

They  passed  a  budget  that,  including  the 

federal  storm-related  money,  amounts  to 

almost  $27  billion.   Governor  Roemer's 

budget  was  $8  billion. 
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Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1~0  /  /"b4-0"l-</YrN  U  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^s,. 


www.louisianalandbank.  < 
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Recommendations  for  Dextranase  Application  in  the  2006 
Louisiana  Grinding  Season 

by 
Gillian  Eggleston1,  David  Stewart2  and  Adrian  Monge3 


1SRRC-USDA-ARS,  New  Orleans,  LA  701 24,  U.S.A. 

2Alma  Factory  Plantation  LLC,  Lakeland,  LA  70752 

3Cora  Texas  Manufacturing  Co.,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 


Introduction 

In  the  last  few  years  (2003-2005),  Dr.  Gillian  Eggleston,  a  Lead  Scientist  at  the  Southern  Regional 
Research  Center  of  USDA-ARS  in  New  Orleans,  and  factory  co-researchers  have  worked  on 
optimizing  the  application  of  dextranases  in  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  factories.  The 
recommendations  gained  from  this  work  have  been  given  out  to  factory  staff  through  numerous 
presentations  at  scientific  meetings,  factories,  and  papers.  (Eggleston,  2004;  Eggleston  and  Monge, 
2005;  Eggleston  et  al,  2006a,b;  Eggleston  et  al,  2007).  The  use  of  a  simple  titration  method  (Eggleston, 
2004)  to  measure  the  activity  of  commercial  dextranases  at  the  factory  has  been  shown  to  all  Louisiana 
and  Florida  factories  through  conducting  workshops  and  is  now  being  successfully  used  by  several 
factories. 

Just  recently,  during  the  2005  grinding  season,  an  important  dextranase  trial  was  conducted  at 
Alma  factory,  to  prove  that  heating  sugarcane  juice  at  the  factory  can  dramatically  improve  dextran 
hydrolysis  (breakdown)  by  dextranase.  Most  factory  applications  of  dextranases  to  mixed  juice 
(usually  after  screening)  have  occurred  at  ambient  temperatures  (~81°F  or  27°C),  but  Eggleston  and 
Monge  (2005)  showed  that  the  maximum  activity  of  many  U.S. -available  dextranases  in  cane  juice  is 
~120°F  (50°C).  Thus,  it  was  thought  that  heating  juice  at  the  factory  could  improve  dextranase 
efficiency  and,  to  some  extent,  overcome  insufficient  retention  time.  As  a  consequence,  the  2005 
Alma  factory  trial  was  conducted  to  verify  if  heating  juice  under  industrial  conditions  could  improve 
dextran  hydrolysis  with  dextranase.  As  shown  in  Table  1,  just  heating  juice  from  80°F  to  99°F  (the 
factory  was  unable  to  increase  the  juice  temperature  beyond  this  point)  dramatically  improved 
average  dextran  hydrolysis  from  50.8  to  83.8%.  These  results  would  most  likely  have  been  even 
better  if  the  juice  had  been  heated  closer  to  thel20°F-optimum  temperature  for  dextranase  activity. 
Furthermore,  this  improvement  generally  occurred  irrespective  of  the  initial  dextran  concentration 
(Table  1),  which  suggests  that  the  improvement  by  heating  juice  occurs  even  when  contact  between 
the  dextran  and  dextranase  is  sub-optimum.  Although  heating  juice  may  contribute  to  a  more  optimum 
temperature  for  Leuconostoc  growth  and  dextran  formation,  the  addition  of  10  ppm  sodium  carbamate 
biocide  would  inhibit  such  deterioration  (Eggleston  and  Monge,  2005).  Also,  although  heating  juice 
may  be  expected  to  increase  factory  energy  inputs  and  costs,  these  will  be  negligible  as  existing 
heated  juices  could  be  recirculated  into  the  juice  tank  or  juice  pipes.  Moreover,  as  common  sense 
dictates,  that  heating  the  juice  will  reduce  the  dextranase  dosage  and  any  costs  from  increased 
energy  or  biocide  requirements  will  be  significantly  lower  than  costs  for  the  relatively  expensive 
dextranase. 
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Table  1.  The  Effect  of  Heating  Cane  Juice  on  the  Ability  of  a  "Concentrated"  Dextranase  (52,000 
DU/mL)  to  Hydrolyze  Dextran  at  a  Louisiana,  U.S.  Factory  During  the  2005  Grinding  Season. 
Conditions:  7.5  ppm  Dosage;  5  min  Retention  Time;  5-Fold  Working  Solution  Prepared  with 
Distilled  Water. 


Sample 

Antibody  Dextran 

(ppmlBrix)b 

%  Dextran 

number0 

Tank1N 

Tankn  , 

Out 

Hydrolysis 

Juice  Temperature  ~80°F  (27°C) 

1 

5686 

1159 

79.6 

2 

5728 

3248 

43.3 

3 

6266 

2920 

53.4 

4 

3862 

2188 

43.4 

5 

4210 

1174 

72.1 

6 

4280 

3723 

13.0 

Average: 

5005 

2402 

50.8 

Juice  Temperature  ~99°F  (37°C)C 

7 

5985 

1044 

82.6 

8 

4942 

2628 

46.7 

9 

2169 

175 

91.9 

10 

3292 

469 

85.8 

11 

4748 

846 

98.2 

12 

5445 

119 

97.8 

Average: 

4430 

753 

83.8 

a  Samples  were  collected  of  juice  entering  (IN)  and  exiting  (OUT)  the  juice  tank,  taking  into  account 

the  5  min  retention  time.   Samples  were  collected  every  7  min  and  biocide  added  immediately  to 

prevent  further  degradation.  Samples  were  frozen  until  analyzed. 

b  Dextran  was  measured  using  a  monoclonal  antibody  method  (Rauh  et  al.  1999) 

c  Juice  was  heated  by  recirculating  heated  juice  into  the  tank.   Juice  temperature  was  allowed  to 

equilibrate  at  -99  °F  for  30  min  before  sampling. 

From  the  above  trial  and  other  studies,  the  following  are  our  recommendations  for  2006: 


Recommendations  for  Dextranase  Applications  During  the  2006  Grinding  Season 

>  Use  the  simple  titration  method  to  measure  the  activity  of  commercial  dextranases  at  your 
factory  to  (i)  compare  the  economically  equivalent  activities  of  different  commercial  dextranases, 
(ii)  monitor  the  changing  activities  of  dextranases  on  factory  storage,  and  (iii)  measure  the 
activity  of  delivered  batches. 

*  "Non-concentrated"  dextranases  (<25,000  DU/ml  but  usually  <6,000  DU/ml)  lose  their  activity 
much  faster  than  "concentrated"  dextranases  (25-58,000  DU/ml  but  usually  >48,000  DU/ml). 
Over  the  typical  length  of  a  Louisiana  processing  season  (~90  days),  the  activity  of  a 
"concentrated"  dextranase  decreased  only  slightly  at  ~9%,  whereas  the  activity  of  a  "non- 
concentrated"  dextranase  decreased  by  50%  and  was  not  even  stable  when  stored  under 
refrigeration  [Eggleston  and  Monge,  2005]). 

>  Addition  of  "concentrated"  dextranase  as  a  working  solution  (prepared  with  tap  water  at  the 
factory)  is  more  economical  than  adding  undiluted  "non-concentrated"  dextranase. 
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>  Add  dextranase  to  cane  juice  (not  limed  juice  as  the  pH  is  too  high) 

*  It  is  not  economical  to  add  dextranase  to  syrup.  Eggleston  and  Monge(2005)  showed  that  for 
every  U.S.  dollar  spent  on  applying  a  "non-concentrated"  dextranase  to  juice,  $14.29  had  to  be 
spent  for  the  equivalent  dextran  hydrolysis  in  syrup.  This  was  only  slightly  better  for  the 
"concentrated"  dextranase,  where  for  every  U.S.  dollar  spent  on  applying  it  to  juice,  $1 1.62  had 
to  be  spent  for  application  to  syrup). 

*  Dextranase  can  be  added  to  juice  with  filtrate  added,  as  the  filtrate  only  raises  the  pH  -0.2 
units. 

>  Add  dextranase  to  juice  at  the  factory  heated  up  to  120°F 

*  If  juice  is  heated,  then  you  can  decrease  the  dosage  of  dextranase  by  1  to  2  ppm.  A  little 
experimentation  in  your  factory  is  recommended. 

>  Add  "concentrated"  dextranase  as  a  working  solution  (mix  1:4  with  tap  water  and  storable 
for  up  to  12  hours  at  the  factory)  to  increase  dextran  hydrolysis  in  juice 

>  Manage  dextran  primarily  with  good  cane  management  in  the  field,  factory  yard,  and  mills 
(dextranase  application  is  only  a  secondary  tool) 

*  Dextranase  under  sugar  industrial  conditions,  does  not  usually  hydrolyze  lower  molecular 
weight  dextran  or  other  deterioration  products.  As  a  consequence,  dextranase  application  does 
not  prevent  crystal  elongation. 

For  any  further  information  on  dextranase  and  a-amylase  applications  in  your  factory,  contact  Dr. 
Eggleston  at  SRRC-ARS-USDA,  1100  Robert  E.  Lee  Boulevard,  New  Orleans,  LA  70124,  Tel:  504- 
286-4446,  Cell:  504-920-2977,  Fax:  504-286-4367,  E-mail:  gillian@srrc.ars.usda.gov 
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Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer (License  M50-06) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser#oi249 


Farm  Works  Software 


tt£W  FA1M 

Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myself  and 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 
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Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 


Scientists  who  receive  funding  from  the  League  s  Dedicated  Research  Committee  are  requested  to 
prepare  a  short  summary  of  their  work  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Those  reports  will  be  published  each 
month  until  all  of  them  have  been  printed.  The  following  are  reports  from  research  during  the  year 
2005. 


Variety  Selection  and  Testing  in  the  USDA  Breeding  Program,  Edwis  Dufrene  -  Agronomist1, 
Donnie  Garrison  -  Agronomist1,  Tom  Tew  -  Research  Geneticist1,  Ed  Richard,  Jr.  -  Supervisory 
Research  Agronomist1  -  'USDA-ARS,  SRRC,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA 

Early  stage  selections.  In  2005,  approximately  8900  selections  (from  the  commercial  and  basic 
program)  were  advanced  to  1st  line  trials.  About  1000  selections  were  advanced  from  1st  line  trials  to 
2nd  line  trials.  About  250  clones  were  planted  in  3rd  line  trials  (seed  increase). 

Infield  testing  and  off-station  nurseries.  Thirty- six  varieties  from  the  HoCP  2004  assignment 
series  and  fourteen  varieties  from  the  L  2004  were  planted  to  four  locations  (two  nursery  tests  and 
two  infield  tests)  in  2005.  Also,  sixty-one  varieties  were  assigned  a  permanent  number  (HoCP  2005 
assignment)  and  planted  to  three  locations  last  year. 

Growth  measurements.  Four  varieties  were  measured  on  a  weekly  basis  in  both  plant  cane  and 
first  stubble  of  the  maturity  tests  in  2005.  Initial  measurements  were  made  on  March  29.  Because  of 
the  effects  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  last  measurements  were  taken  on  August  23. 

Maturity  studies.  Eight  varieties  (LCP  85-384,  HoCP  85-845,  HoCP  91-555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96- 
540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233)  were  harvested  from  both  plant  cane  and  1st  stubble  maturity 
tests.  In  addition,  CP  70-321  was  harvested  from  the  1st  stubble  and  CP  89  2143  was  harvested  from 
the  plant  cane  test.  Because  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  1st  stubble  test  was  not  sampled  until  September 
12  and  the  plant  cane  test  was  not  sampled  until  October  24.  TRS  levels  for  most  of  the  varieties  at 
the  different  harvest  dates  in  the  first  stubble  test  can  be  found  in  Figure  1 . 

Glyphosate ripener study.  LCP 85-384,  HoCP 85-845,  HoCP 91-555,  HoCP96-540,  L  97  128,  and L 
99-233  were  harvested  from  a  ripener  study  in  2005.  In  this  test,  six  ounces  of  Polado  was  applied 
with  a  nonionic  surfactant  at  0.25%  by  volume  on  September  12,  2005.  Plots  were  sampled  at  4, 5, 6 
and  7  weeks  after  treatment  and  processed  using  the  roller  mill  to  determine  juice  quality.  Results  for 
four  varieties  from  this  study  can  be  found  in  Figure  2. 

In  an  effort  to  get  this  information  to  the  people  who  need  it,  results  from  growth  measurements, 
maturity,  and  ripener  studies  are  emailed  or  mailed  to  nearly  80  locations  for  dissemination  throughout 
the  industry.  Updated  results  from  these  studies  can  also  be  found  on  the  SRL's  website: 
www.ars.usda.gov/msa/srrc/sru 
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MATURITY  STUDIES 
2005  First  Stubble 


to 

i 

■  35-384      91-555  895-888  ■  96 -640      97-128      99-226  ■  99-233 


Figure  1  Average  TRS  (lbs./TC)  of  varieties  from  the  first  stubble  maturity  test  harvested  at  the 
Ardoyne  Farm. 
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Figure  2  Effect  of  glyphosate  (Polado®  at  6  oz./A  plus  0.25%  non-ionic  surfactant)on  TRS  (lbs./TC) 
levels  of  four  varieties  4, 5, 6,  and  7  weeks  after  treatment. 
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How  can  we  maximize  profits  for  the  entire  industry?  -  Ryan  P.  Viator,  Research  -  Plant  Physiologist1, 
Edward  P.  Richard,  Jr.  -  Supervisory  Research  Agronomist1,  Richard  Johnson  -  Research 
Agronomist1 ,  Gary  Fine  -  Manager2,  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  -  Agronomist3 ;  'USDA-ARS,  SRRC, 
Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  Houma,  LA;  2USDA-NRCS  Plant  Materials  Center,  Golden 
Meadow,  LA; 3 American  Sugar  Cane  League,  Thibodaux,  LA 


Large  scale  field  studies  were  conducted  throughout  the  industry  to  evaluate  various  aspects  of 
residue  management  including  removal  timing,  mechanical  and  biological  removal  alternatives, 
influence  of  crop  age  and  soil  type,  interaction  with  sugarcane  ripener  and  tillage  practices,  germplasm 
tolerance,  and  the  use  of  self- stripping  varieties.  In  addition  we  conducted  nine  cultural  practices 
studies  evaluating  such  things  as  date  of  planting,  conservation  tillage,  and  the  influence  of  preharvest 
burning  on  chopper  harvester  efficiency. 

The  optimal  time  to  remove  residue  is  late  December  and  January,  preferably  after  the  crop  is 
dormant.  This  time  consistently  gave  the  highest  yields  across  soil  type  and  stubble  age.  Another 
residue  study  revealed  the  presence  of  benzoic  acid,  a  known  inhibitor  of  germination,  in  post- 
harvest  residue;  cane  eyes  treated  with  a  mixture  of  residue  and  water  had  a  50%  reduction  in 
germination  compared  to  eyes  with  a  water  control.  The  date  of  shredding  experiment  in  a  plant-cane 
field  cut  early  for  seed  in  Terrebonne  Parish  and  still  showing  some  green  growth  showed  that  a  late 
(March  1)  shredding  of  the  winter-killed  top  growth  reduced  first-stubble  sugar  yields  by  1300  lb/A 
compared  to  the  Jan  15  removal  and  non-shredded  treatments.  No-till  studies  revealed  that  a  single 
year  of  conservation  tillage  produces  yields  equivalent  to  conventional  practices,  but  that  two  years 
of  no-till  reduces  yields.  The  date  of  planting  experiment  showed  over  1000  lb/A  decrease  in  sugar 
yields  in  the  plant-cane  crop  if  planting  is  delayed  from  August  until  October  for  LCP  85-384,  HoCP 
96-540,  L  97- 1 28  and  HoCP  95-988.  Early  harvest  (Oct  1 )  of  a  plant-cane  crop  of  L97- 1 28  resulted  in  a 
2000  lb/A  reduction  in  the  sugar  yield  of  the  subsequent  first-stubble  crop  compared  to  plant-cane 
cut  on  Dec  1 .  Though  preliminary  these  results  suggest  that  growers  should  not  begin  the  season 
by  harvesting  plant-cane  fields  of  this  variety  planted  in  clay  soils  (lower  elevations)  instead  of 
harvesting  glyphosate-treated  fields  of  the  other  varieties.  Our  study  investigating  Polado  and 
residue  interactions  showed  that  these  two  stresses  do  not  compound  each  other.  Non-removal  of 
residue  reduced  yields  of  the  subsequent  stubble  crop  compared  to  mechanical  removal  in  November, 
and  Polado  application  that  was  applied  60  days  before  harvest  reduced  yields  of  the  subsequent 
stubble  crop.  The  rotational  crops  study  revealed  that  a  harvested  bean  crop  does  not  affect 
subsequent  plant  cane  yields  of  L97-128  and 
HoCP96-540  when  planted  immediately  after 
soybean  harvest.  Harvester  efficiency  studies 
conducted  for  the  first  time  in  2005  showed  that 
green-cane  harvesting  produced  the  same 
tonnage,  TRS/TC,  and  sugar  yields  as  burnt- 
cane  harvesting,  but  that  green-cane  harvesting 
increased  fuel  usage  by  30%  and  decreased 
harvest  rate  by  20%.  Preliminary  photosynthesis 
experiments  revealed  a  strong  correlation 
between  photosynthesis  rate  and  yield.  We 
believe  seedling  photosynthesis  rates  can  be 
used  for  early-season  selection,  thus  reducing 
the  number  of  years  to  produce  a  variety. 
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Insuring  the  Availability  of  Disease  Resistant  Sugarcane  Varieties  for  Louisiana,  Michael  P.  Grisham 
-  Research  Plant  Pathologist1,  Thomas  L.  Tew  -  Research  Geneticist1 ,  John  C.  Veremis  -  Research 
Geneticist1,  William  H.  White  -  Research  Entomologist1,  Ryan  P.  Viator  -  Research  Plant 
Physiologist1,  Yong-Bao  Pan  -  Research  Plant  Molecular  Geneticist1 ,  Sarah  E.  Lingle  -  Research 
Plant  Physiologist1,  Edward  P.  Richard,  Jr.  -  Research  Agronomist1 ;]  USD  A- ARS,  SRRC,  Sugarcane 
Research  Laboratory  (SRL),  Houma,  LA 

The  goal  of  the  proposed  work  is  to  provide  the  pathology  support  that  the  geneticists  and 
breeders  need  to  develop  varieties  that  will  meet  the  emerging  challenges  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  including  varieties  that  perform  well  under  trash  blankets,  on  poorer  quality  soils,  or  under 
pressure  from  new  pests  and  varieties  that  are  harvested  for  value-added  products  or  for  biomass. 
This  begins  by  determining  the  disease  susceptibility  of  recently  acquired  wild  clones  that  are 
needed  to  enrich  the  gene  pool  available  to  the  breeders.  Another  area  that  will  improve  the  efficiency 
of  the  breeding  program  is  the  ability  to  identify  and  eliminate  clones  earlier  in  the  breeding  cycle  that 
are  susceptible  to  one  or  more  of  the  major  diseases  thus  saving  valuable  testing  resources.  In  some 
situations,  the  application  of  new  molecular  biology  and  electronic  (remote  sensing)  technology  can 
be  used  to  more  accurately  identify  disease  resistant  clones  or  to  process  the  increased  number  of 
clones  that  need  to  be  tested. 

Improved  Diagnosis  for  RSD  with  Real-Time  PCR.  A  real-time  PCR  protocol  was  developed  for 
detecting  Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli(Lxx),  the  bacterium  that  causes  RSD.  Tissue  samples  were 
collected  from  leaves,  and  later  stalks,  of  field-grown  plants  from  April  to  July  2005  for  analysis  by 
real-time  PCR  and  TBIA  (Table  1 ). 

Table  1.  Comparison  of  diagnostic  techniques  for  detecting  Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli  (Lxx)  infection 
of  sugarcane 
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a  Analysis  performed  on  total  DNA  extracted  from  tissues  of  the  top  leaf  with  a  visible. 
b  RSD=samples  collected  from  Lxx-inoculated  nursery  plot;  HWT=samples  collected  from  hot-water- 
treated  nursery  plot. 

c  Each  value  is  the  number  of  samples  testing  positive  for  Lxx-infection  out  of  four  samples  tested. 
d  First  sample  date  where  plants  had  sufficient  stalk  tissue  for  TB-EIA  analysis. 

The  real-time  PCR  analysis  identified  plants  at  all  stages  of  growth  that  were  infected  with  Lxx. 
The  positive  samples  found  among  plants  that  were  grown  from  hot-water  treated  stalks  illustrate  the 
potential  for  spread  of  the  disease  among  highly  susceptible  varieties  even  when  precaution  is  taken 
to  prevent  movement  of  the  pathogen.  RSD-inoculated  plants  of  CP  70-321  collected  on  July  19  that 
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were  expected  to  test  positive  were  investigated  further.  Results  of  additional  experiments  showed 
that  the  top  leaf  with  a  visible  dewlap  was  a  good  source  of  tissue  for  RSD  analysis  in  younger 
plants,  but  for  rapidly  growing  plants  in  mid  summer,  older  leaves  provided  more  accurate  results. 

Improved  Testing  for  RSD.  With  improved  procedures,  approximately  650  varieties  per  year 
selected  for  advancement  from  first-line  trials  in  2002  to  2004  were  tested  for  RSD  susceptibility 
using  tissue-blot  immunoassay  (TB-EIA).  Previously,  testing  was  limited  to  30-40  clones  per  year. 
Testing  varieties  earlier  in  the  breeding  cycle  provides  breeders  with  additional  information  to  use  in 
deciding  which  varieties  to  advance. 

Testing  Varieties  for  YLS  Susceptibility.  In  a  test  designed  to  monitor  the  natural  spread  of  YLS, 
infection  by  the  virus  that  causes  the  disease  was  found  only  among  plots  of  LCP  85-384,  but  not 
among  plots  of  CP  70-321 ,  HoCP  85-845,  HoCP  91-555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  95-540,  or  L  97-128.  These 
results  indicate  that  LCP  85-384  is  more  susceptible  to  spread  than  some  of  the  other  Louisiana 
varieties,  but  YLS  has  been  found  in  most  of  these  varieties  in  previous  studies.  Among  the  Florida 
varieties,  YLS  was  found  in  plots  of  CP  72-1210,  CP  78-1628,  CP  72-2086,  and  CP  89-2143  -  a  variety 
being  considered  for  commercial  release  in  Louisiana.  Based  on  these  results,  a  trial  was  planted  in 
the  fall  of  2005  with  plot  arrangement  redesigned  and  infected  plots  of  LCP  85-384  interspersed 
among  the  variety  test  plots  to  provide  a  nearby  source  of  virus  inoculum. 

Marker-assisted  Selection.  A  population  of  294  progeny  from  self-pollinated  LCP  85-384  has 
been  established  and  inoculated  with  the  RSD  for  analysis  in  2006.  The  clones  will  also  be  inoculated 
with  strains  of  the  mosaic  virus,  the  smut  fungus,  and  the  leaf  scald  bacterium  in  greenhouse  tests  in 
2006.  If  progeny  are  found  that  are  susceptible  to  mosaic  or  smut  or  resistance  to  RSD,  they  will  be 
examined  for  genetic  markers  associated  with  the  disease  reaction.  A  rapid  laboratory  test  can  then 
be  used  to  identify  the  presence  of  the  marker.  Identification  of  trait- specific  genetic  markers  for  our 
major  diseases  would  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  breeding  program  by  allowing  breeders  to  identify 
and  discard  seedlings  that  are  susceptible  to  disease  before  they  are  planted  to  the  field  or  to 
advance  a  variety  with  resistance. 
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Fiber  Composition  of  Sugar  and  Energy  Canes  -  Do  they  differ?  -  Sarah  E.  Lingle  -  Research  Plant 
Physiologist1,  Thomas  Tew,  -  Research  Geneticist1,  Robert  Cobill  -  Agronomist1,  Ed  Richard,  Jr. 
-  Supervisory  Research  Agronomist1  -  WSDA-ARS-SRRC ,  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory, 
Houma,  LA 

In  2005,  the  ASCL  Dedicated  Research  Committee  provided  funds  for  the  proposal  "Learning  from 
the  generation  gap:  what  are  the  building  blocks  for  high,  early  sucrose?"  This  experiment  was 
planted  in  4  replications  of  1-row  plots  in  November  2004.  In  July  2005  we  began  to  sample  stalks  of 
all  varieties  from  the  first  and  last  cycles.  The  top  visible  dewlap  leaf  was  marked  on  July  12,  and  the 
first  sampling  was  on  July  13.  The  internode  below  the  point  of  attachment  of  the  marked  leaf  was 
sampled  at  one-  to  two- week  intervals  until  August  23.  The  internode  was  measured  and  weighed 
and  stored  in  the  freezer  for  later  extraction  of  sugars.  Unfortunately,  the  flooding  of  the  Southern 
Regional  Research  Center  in  New  Orleans  on  August  29  resulted  in  a  disruption  of  power  and  the 
loss  of  all  stored  samples. 

All  of  the  varieties  were  combine-harvested  on  December  6.  Billet  samples  from  each  variety  were 
chopped  using  the  prebreaker  and  pressed.  Standard  juice  analyses  were  done  on  expressed  juice, 
and  the  fiber  cake  was  dried  and  weighed  to  determine  fiber  content.  Harvest  and  juice  analysis  data 
are  presented  in  Table  1.  There  were  significant  differences  between  cycles.  Cane  yield  and  juice 
quality  improved  through  cycle  5,  but  not  in  subsequent  cycles.  This  was  a  late  harvest  for  all 
varieties.  It  is  possible  that  earlier  harvests  would  have  shown  bigger  differences  among  the  varieties 
from  cycles  5  through  7,  since  there  has  been  an  effort  by  the  breeders  to  increase  sugar  early  in  the 
season.  This  experiment  needs  to  be  repeated  at  least  a  second  year  to  verify  results.  The  one-row 
plots  are  not  large  enough  for  multiple  harvests,  so  we  are  planning  to  plant  a  new  experiment  using 
larger  plots  in  the  summer  of  2006. 

Table  1.  Effect  of  seven  cycles  of  recurrent  selection  for  sucrose  on  mean  cane  yield,  juice  quality, 
and  theoretically  recoverable  sugar  (calculated  using  the  new  cane  formula)  in  35  sugarcane 
varieties  harvested  6  December  2005. 


Yield 

Brix 

Sucrose 

Fiber 

Purity 

TRS 

Cycle 

(tons/acre) 

—  %  can 

(%) 

(lbs/ton) 

1 

29.6 

be 

14.4 

d 

11.7 

e 

16.8  ab 

83.5    de 

188.2    d 

2 

25.9 

c 

14.6 

d 

11.7 

e 

17.2  a 

83.0   e 

186.6    d 

3 

28.6 

c 

15.2 

c 

12.4 

d 

16.0  be 

83.9   d 

200.5     c 

4 

32.8 

b 

15.7 

ab 

13.1 

be 

17.3  a 

86.3    c 

212.5    b 

5 

39.4 

a 

16.0 

a 

13.5 

ab 

16.6  abc 

87.5    a 

222.0     a 

6 

37.1 

a 

15.3 

be 

12.9 

c 

16.3  abc 

86.3   be 

211.0    b 

7 

37.6 

a 

16.0 

a 

13.6 

a 

15.5  c 

87.2   ab 

225.1     a 

Means  followed  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different  at  the  Pd"0.05  level  of  probability. 
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Managing  Sugarcane  Borer:  Don't  Throw  the  Baby  Out  with  the  Bath  Water  -  William  H.  White 
-  Research  Entomologist1 ,  T.L.  Tew  -  Research  Geneticist1,  CD.  Dalley  -  Agronomist1,  E.P. 
Richard  Jr.  -  Research  Agronomist1  -  ^SDA^ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  Houma, 
LA 


In  2006,  two  new  varieties  will  be  up  for  release  to  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry.  These 
varieties,  like  all  varieties  released  to  the  industry,  have  undergone  an  exhaustive  evaluation  process 
that  spans  nearly  14  years.  During  this  evaluation  process  we  attempt  to  learn  as  much  about  a 
variety's  yield  potential,  harvesting  characteristics,  reaction  to  diseases,  and  as  many  other  traits  as 
possible  needed  to  determine  a  varieties  potential  to  make  the  industry  money  as  well  as  provide 
information  on  how  best  to  manage  a  variety.  Evaluations  are  also  made  to  determine  the  impact  of 
borers  on  cane.  Over  the  last  several  years  we  have  expanded  our  borer  evaluations  to  go  beyond 
simply  making  bored  joint  counts.  With  the  support  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  (ASCL)  we 
now  routinely  conduct  evaluations  on  varieties  newly  released  to  the  industry  and  varieties  soon  to 
be  released  that  provide  information  on  not  only  how  many  holes  that  borers  will  put  in  a  new  cane, 
but  how  much  yield  would  be  expected  to  be  lost  in  all  the  components  of  yield  with  that  damage.  We 
also  learn  how  borers  themselves  react  to  the  new  varieties.  As  these  evaluations  are  chopper- 
harvested,  we  are  also  able  to  determine  how  borers  might  affect  a  new  variety's  harvestability.  All  of 
this  information  becomes  important  to  growers  and  their  consultants  as  they  make  increasingly 
important  decisions  about  spending  a  grower's  fixed  financial  resources.  This  year,  when  discussions 
are  held  about  the  release  of  L  99-226  and  L  99-233,  we  will  have  a  much  more  detailed  picture  of  how 
these  two  varieties  will  react  to  borer  than  simply  if  they  will  get  fewer  holes  or  more  holes  in  them 
than  LCP  85-384.  Information  that  will  be  useful  for  growers  to  get  the  most  bang  from  their  insecticide 
bucks. 

We  also  began  a  research  initiative  to  explore  the  potential  for  exploiting  the  ground  beetle, 
Leptotrachelus  dor  sails,  (killers)  as  a  predator  of  the  sugarcane  borer.  This  beetle  appears  capable  of 
utilizing  sugarcane  fields  as  a  habitat  following  the  widespread  use  of  Confirm®  by  our  industry  to 
control  the  borer.  Although  reported  as  adults  in  Louisiana  sugarcane  since  the  1960's  little  is  known 
about  the  basic  biology  of  the  insect.  Particularly  the  larval  stages,  which  are  voracious  predators  of 
sugarcane  borer  larvae  and  can  sometimes  be  found  in  high  numbers  in  fields  waiting  behind  sugarcane 
leaf-sheaths  to  ambush  borer  larva.  However,  we  don't  know  where  their  eggs  are  laid,  how  many 
instars  are  present,  how  many  generations  a  year  it  has,  and  if  the  insect  can  be  reared  in  the 
laboratory  for  possible  mass  field  releases.  Using  funds  provided  to  us  by  the  ASCL  in  2005  we 
initiated  a  project  to  find  answers  to  these 
questions.  Funding  that  including  money  to 
bring  Dr.  Terry  Erwin,  a  beetle  expert  from  the 
Smithsonian  Institute,  to  Louisiana  to  assist  us 
in  learning  more  about  this  mysterious  beetle. 
Unfortunately,  Dr.  Erwin  was  unable  to  travel  in 
2005.  We  have  rescheduled  Dr.  Erwin's  trip  for 
April  of  this  year.  We  feel  certain  that  Dr.  Erwin 
will  be  able  to  provide  the  expertise  needed  to 
answer  several  important  questions  concerning 
this  insect  we  like  to  call  Killers. 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


J  &  L  Field  Loader  -  V8  Cat.  Eng.  good  working  order  -  $7,500.  Contact  Price  at  (225)  718- 
1771  or  (225)  638-6539. 

(3)  8  ft.  wide,  24  long,  Louviere  Whole  Stalk  Automatic  Planters;  2001  CH2500  Cameco 
Combine  with  12.5L,  John  Deere  engine.  Call  Nolan  at  (337)  319-0763  or  (337)  365-2516. 

3-row  Northwest  Tiller  with  opener;  Broussard  2-row  Cutter  c/a;  Broussard  Single  Row 
Loader,  2 WD;  Broussard  Single  Row  Loader  4 WD,  c/a;  Broussard  Single  Row  Harvester 

with  Sunstrand;  Hearne  Stalk  Planter  8x20';  Rodney  Daigle  Planter  5x20';  Lots  of  other 
equipment.  Call  Ray  at  (985)  637-0780. 

1660  Case  IH  Soybean  Combine,  3,100  hrs,  has  mud  hog  field  ready  -  $14,500;  Whole  Stalk 
football  piler  for  Cameco  loader,  -  $1,500;  Transloader  Dunham  XTR-850  on  trailer,  fire 
damaged  cab  -  $4,000;  Dry  fertilizer  buggy  applicator  with  3-row  dropper  boxes,  stainless 
hopper,  8  inch  chain  -  $4,000.  Leave  message  at  (337)  367-1602. 

International  1086  (Hi-Crop);  Thompson  4- wheel  Drive  Cane  Loader;  Transfer  Loader; 
Cameco  2-row  Cane  Cutter;  Thompson  3-row;  3  pt.  Sprayer  Boom;  15'  Bushhog;  Land 
Leveler;  Quality  Drain  Plow;  5-row  Spray  Rig;  2  Transfer  Wagons.  Call  Jim  at  (985)  637- 
8309. 

Billet  cane  grab  with  360  turnhead  -  $5,000;  (3)  2  axle  field  transport  carts  @  $2,800;  7'x27' 
front  feed  continuous  planter  -  $10,000;  Weigh  boy  truck  for  scale  -  $10,000.  Call  (318) 
201-5790  or  (318)  346-2166. 

4  Fruehoff  45'  x  96",  end-dump  trailers  -  $1,500  each.  Call  (337)  351-5379  or  (225)  936- 
1622. 

8  pairs  10  ton  Mill  Dump  Wagons,  excellent  shape,  good  tires,  built  by  Bayou  Service  Co.  - 
per  pair  $14,000.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (985)  446-1129. 

Parts  for  Sale:  Parts  for  International  7140;  Allis  Chalmers  760,  745,  and  780;  International 
1066,  986,  and  856;  and  Bantam  Back  Hoe  266.  Call  "Carot"  at  (225)  806-8547  or  (225)  869- 
5982. 


WANTED:    Sugarcane  hand  planting  wagon,  does  not  have  to  be  field  ready.   Call  (337) 
519-5531. 
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Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

I  Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

1  CoBank 
St.  Louis,  MO 

i  Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

1  Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

|  Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

New  Orleans,  LA 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

I  First  South  ACA 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

Goodyear 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

I  John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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Dr.  Calvin  Viator 
King  Sucrose  LXV 
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The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Fair  and  Festival  Association  is  back  on  track.  This  year's 
festival  will  be  held  September  21  -  24,  2006.  In  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Rita  and  the 
condensed  version  of  the  festival  weekend  in  2005,  it  was  decided  that  Dr.  Calvin  Viator  will 
reign  as  King  Sucrose  LXV  over  this  year's  festival. 

Dr.  Viator  is  a  graduate  of  Franklin  High  School  and  the  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  at  Lafayette  where  he  received  his  B.S.  degree  in  mathematics-science  education. 
He  received  his  Master's  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  Louisiana  State  University  in  Plant 
Pathology.  He  taught  at  Nicholls  State  University  from  1966  to  1996  when  he  retired  as  Full 
Professor  in  the  Department  of  Biological  Sciences. 

He  has  been  active  as  an  agricultural  consultant  for  sugarcane  growers  in  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Cane  Industry  since  1959.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  agricultural  consulting  service, 
Calvin  Viator,  Ph.D.  and  Associates,  L.L.C.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Consultants'  Association  and  served  as  its  charter  president  and  secretary- 
treasurer  for  twenty  years.  Dr.  Viator  is  a  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Crop  Consultants  where  he  was  named  "Consultant  of  the  Year"  in  2002. 

Other  organizations  to  which  he  belongs  include,  ASSCT,  American  Sugar  Cane  League, 
the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Louisiana  Soybean  Association. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Barbara  Jean  (Jeanie)  Resweber.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  Van  Viator,  Beth  Viator  Barrilleaux,  Miriam  Viator  Patient  and  Blaine  Viator. 
Calvin  and  Jeanie  are  members  of  the  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  congratulates  Calvin  on  being  selected  King  Sucrose 
LXV. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 

I 

Introducing 
The  NEW  "Mark  3"  &  "Mark  5" 


The  Revolutionary 
"Mark  3" 
a  unique  3  row 

CULTIVATOR  THAT  CAN 

BE  EASILY  CONVERTED 

INTO  THE  NEW 

"MARK  5" 


The  New 
"Mark  5" 

A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will 

COVER  MORE  ACRES  IN  A  GIVEN 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW. 
THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $  1 .00 
OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 

New  Tapered 

Timken  Style  Bearings 

Available  on  "Mark  3" 

&  "MARK  5" 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


ASA  Sweetener  Symposium 
Another  Sugar  Sweetened  Beverage 


Last  month  the  American  Sugar  Alliance 
hosted  the  23rd  annual  International 
Sweetener  Symposium  in  Ashville,  North 
Carolina.  Nearly  400  sugar  industry 
representatives,  including  40  Louisiana 
representatives,  gathered  to  discuss  issues  of 
importance  to  America's  domestic  sugar 
producers  and  processors.  Possibilities  of 
extending  the  current  Farm  Bill  garnered  the 
majority  of  the  discussion  at  this  year's 
Symposium. 

Congress  is  more  likely  to  extend  the  current 
Farm  Bill  now  that  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO)  talks  have  suspended,  former  House 
Agriculture  Committee  Chairman  Larry  Combest 
(R-TX)  said  while  speaking  at  the  Symposium. 
"It  seems  to  me  that  before  Members  of 
Congress  will  be  willing  to  step  off  of  the  ground 
they  are  currently  on,  they  will  want  to  be  very 
certain  that  the  ground  on  the  other  side  is  worth 
crossing  rough  political  waters  to  get  to," 
Combest  said  of  the  political  and  policy 
difficulties  of  writing  a  new  bill  without  any 
assurances  against  trade  litigation  that  would 
have  come  from  a  finalized  WTO  deal. 

The  likelihood  of  an  extension  is  also 
bolstered  by  the  popularity  of  current  farm 
legislation. 

"In  my  lifetime,  I  do  not  recall  a  Farm  Bill  being 
this  popular  with  farmers  five  minutes,  let  alone 
five  years,  after  it  passed,"  said  Combest,  the 
architect  of  the  current  legislation.  "Considering 


the  current  leaders  of  both  the  House  and  Senate 
Agriculture  Committees  played  key  roles  in  this 
popular  bill's  development,  I  would  expect  the 
2007  Farm  Bill  to  closely  track  the  current  law. 
After  all,  if  it  ain't  broke,  don't  fix  it." 

In  addition  to  the  American  Sugar  Alliance, 
the  country's  two  biggest  farm  groups,  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation  and  the  National 
Farmers  Union,  support  a  Farm  Bill  extension. 

Combest  added  that  the  smartest  thing  for 
Congress  to  do  heading  into  this  year's 
contentious  elections  would  be  to  show  a  strong 
commitment  to  the  economic  concerns  of  rural 
America  by  passing  a  Farm  Bill  extension. 

Another  Sugar  Sweetened  Beverage 

Community  Coffee  Company  recently  added 
a  "MADE  WITH  LOUISIANA  CANE  SUGAR  " 
icon  to  its  gallon  of  Green  Tea  and  Iced  Tea 
labels  informing  consumers  that  these  products 
are  sweetened  with  Louisiana  cane  sugar.  Matt 
Saurge,  President  of  Community  Coffee 
Company  said,  "We  are  pleased  to  offer 
consumer-preferred,  ready-to-drink  tea 
beverages  that  also  support  Louisiana's  cane 
farmers." 

Community  joins  Abita  Root  Beer  as  the  other 
Louisiana  based  beverage  company  that  uses 
Louisiana  cane  sugar  to  sweeten  their  drinks. 
Support  those  who  support  us  and  spread  the 
good  news  that  sugar  sweetened  beverages  are 
coming  back! 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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UNITED  AGRI  PRODUCTS 


Performance  Quality  Value 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


You're  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 

First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Tracie  Rodriguez 

New  Iberia 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Doha  Round  Hopes  Dashed 

US-Mexico  Deal 

Undersecretary  Penn  Resigns 

USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  USE 


Negotiators  at  the  multilateral  trade  table 
in  Geneva  in  late  July  failed  to  break  the 
impasse  between  developing  and 
developed  countries  on  agricultural  issues  after 
the  US  officials  repeated  their  insistence  that 
additional  limits  on  domestic  supports  must  be 
joined  with  further  market  access  commitments 
from  its  trading  partners.  While  trade  officials 
around  the  globe  continue  to  express  some  hope 
for  a  last  minute  breakthrough,  such  an  outcome 
seems  increasingly  unlikely  as  the  US  swings 
into  the  fall  election  cycle  and  France  gears  up 
for  its  own  elections  next  year.  Senate  Finance 
Chairman  Chuck  Grassley  (R-IA)  pronounced 
the  death  of  the  Doha  Round  under  the  current 
Trade  Promotion  Authority  afforded  the  US 
government,  which  expires  July  1, 2007. 

The  forecasts  for  a  demise  of  the  current  round 
of  multilateral  negotiations  would  seem  likely  to 
spur  further  discussions  about  extending  the 
current  farm  bill,  though  there  appears  to  be  a 
significant  difference  of  opinion  about  what 
"extension"  would  mean.  As  we  have  discussed 
in  recent  months,  legislation  introduced  in  the 
House  would  extend  the  current  farm  bill  until  a 
WTO  agreement  is  reached  and  approved  by 


Congress.  The  American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  and  the  National  Farmer's  Union  are 
now  openly  supporting  an  extension,  a  clear 
indication  that  momentum  is  beginning  to  build. 

Some  leaders  of  the  agricultural  committees 
are  now  arguing  for  a  fixed-term  extension,  such 
as  five  to  seven  years,  to  provide  farmers  with 
more  certainty  as  planting  decisions  are  made  in 
the  coming  months.  Such  an  extension  would 
include  some  "fine-tuning"  of  the  farm  bill  to 
address  the  Brazil  cotton  case  and  other  potential 
problems,  such  as  extension  of  the  dairy  support 
program. 

The  issue  of  extending  Trade  Promotion 
Authority  could  also  be  a  complicating  factor  in 
this  ongoing  debate.  Some  would  see  a  linkage 
of  TPA  and  farm  bill  extension  as  a  natural 
compromise  for  achieving  both  objectives,  but 
the  next  Congress  could  include  a  large  number 
of  Members  who  would  oppose  TPA  regardless 
of  its  linkage  to  the  farm  bill. 

US-Mexico  Deal 

In  late  July,  USDA  and  USTR  announced  that 
government-to-government  negotiations  had  led 
to  a  new  deal  to  address  the  long-simmering 


sweetener  dispute  between  the  two  countries. 
As  a  part  of  that  deal,  the  US  agreed  to  provide 
duty-free  access  for  an  additional  21,774  metric 
tons  (raw  value)  of  refined  sugar  from  Mexico 
during  the  2005/06  marketing  year.  For  2006/07, 
the  US  agreed  to  allow  duty-free  access  to 
250,000  tons  of  sugar  or  syrup  goods,  plus  an 
additional  250,000  tons  for  the  first  three  months 
of  the  2007/08  marketing  year  (leading  to  the  free 
trade  in  sugars  between  the  two  countries  in 
January  2008).  The  2007/08  access  is  to  be 
reconsidered  by  July  1 ,  2007  and  could,  based 
on  market  conditions,  be  reduced  to  175,000 
metric  tons  at  that  time.  The  agreement  also 
eliminated  the  limits  on  how  much  of  the  imports 
can  come  into  the  US  in  any  given  quarter  of  the 
marketing  year,  raising  the  possibility  of  a  flood 
of  imports  at  the  time  when  US  crops  are  being 
harvested,  processed  and  sold. 

In  return,  Mexico  has  agreed  to  accord  duty- 
free access  for  250,000  metric  tons  (dry  solids 
basis)  to  high-fructose  corn  syrup  (HFCS)  from 
the  US  during  the  2006/07  marketing  year  and 
250,000  metric  tons  access  for  the  first  three 
months  of  the  2007/08  marketing  year,  subject  to 
reconsideration  by  July  1,  2007.  Mexico  agreed, 
as  a  part  of  these  negotiations,  to  eliminate  the 
soda  tax  no  later  than  January  3 1 ,  2007. 

Mexico  also  agreed  to  accord  duty-free 
treatment  to  not  less  than  7,258  metric  tons  (raw 
value)  of  sugar  or  syrup  goods  from  the  US  for 
each  of  the  marketing  years  beginning  2005  and 
2006,  and  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  2007/08 
marketing  year. 

A  joint  industry /government  task  force  is  to 
be  established  to  assist  in  preparations  for 
eliminating  tariffs  on  sugar  or  syrup  goods  and 
HFCS  goods  in  January  2008.  No  details  are 
currently  available  regarding  the  timing  and 
makeup  of  this  joint  task  force. 

The  American  Sugar  Alliance  on  August  1, 
2006,  wrote  both  agencies  to  express  deep 
concern  regarding  the  agreement's  impact  on  the 
market  and  the  likelihood  of  a  less  orderly 
transition  in  2008.  The  Alliance  was  particularly 
concerned  that  the  agreement  would  abandon 
reliance  on  USDAs  normally  reliable  and  widely 
accepted  published  statistics  on  Mexican  sugar 
and  corn  sweetener  supply  and  demand,  which 


indicate  that  Mexico  will  have  a  sugar  deficit  of 
267,000  metric  tons  in  2005/06  and  341,000  tons 
in  2006/07.  In  complete  disregard  for  its  own 
estimates,  USDA  effectively  declared  that 
Mexico  will  be  a  surplus  producer  in  both  years. 

It  appears  that  the  US  government  will  not  be 
involved  in  administration  of  the  Mexican  TRQ 
for  imports  of  sugar  and  syrup  goods.  Instead, 
Mexico  will  likely  use  their  existing  sugar  TRQ 
system  to  regulate  US  imports.  Under  this 
system,  a  Mexican  importer  must  apply  to  the 
Department  of  the  Economy  (DOE)  for  an  import 
coupon  for  the  amount  he  wishes  to  import.  The 
DOE  has  7  days  to  issue  the  coupon  and  the 
coupon  is  valid  for  30  days  after  issuance  and 
the  sugar  must  be  imported  within  those  30  days. 
Coupons  are  non-transferable,  so  US  exporters 
will  not  be  eligible  to  participate.  Conversely, 
Mexico  has  created  a  new  system  specifically 
for  HFCS  under  which  Certificates  of  Quota 
Eligibility  (CQE's)  are  issued  to  the  HFCS  Export 
Trading  Company  in  the  United  States. 

The  US  sugar  industry  is  currently  reviewing 
the  process  for  creating  a  Sugar  Export  Trading 
Company  in  the  US  and  has  asked  trade  officials 
for  assistance  in  working  with  Mexican  officials 
to  provide  a  more  equitable  administration 
process  for  sugar  exports  to  Mexico.  While  there 
is  much  work  to  be  done  on  this  issue,  US 
producers  of  raw  and  refined  sugar  should 
carefully  consider  the  option  of  participating  in 
this  export  trading  enterprise  in  the  near  future. 

Undersecretary  Penn  Resigns 

In  early  August,  Undersecretary  J.B.  Penn 
announced  his  resignation  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.  His  announcement  was  followed 
by  an  announcement  by  Deere  &  Company  that 
Mr.  Penn  would  fill  a  new  position  of  Chief 
Economist  for  the  company.  At  the  time  of  this 
writing,  there  has  been  no  announcement  of  a 
replacement  at  USDA. 

Despite  his  own  philosophical  differences 
with  US  sugar  policy,  and  a  few  import-related 
decisions  in  recent  months  (Mexico,  Katrina/ 
Rita-related  imports,  et  al),  Mr.  Penn  has  done 
an  admirable  job  in  managing  the  program  during 
his  tenure.  We  wish  him  luck  in  his  return  to  the 
private  sector. 


USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

The  USDA  released  its  August  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use.  2005/ 
06  beginning  stocks  were  increased  by  1,000 
tons  to  1,332,000  tons.  2005/06  production  was 
decreased  to  7,334,000  short  tons  (raw  value) 
from  7,365,000  short  tons  last  month,  with  beet 
production  rising  to  4,349,000  tons  from  4,335,000 
tons  and  cane  production  falling  to  2,985,000 
tons  from  3,030,000  tons.  Louisiana  production 
was  lowered  to  1,202,000  tons  from  1,245,000 
tons,  while  Florida  was  unchanged  at  1,368,000 
tons.  Imports  are  increased  to  3,415,000  tons 
from  3,235,000  tons,  due  to  a  105,000  ton  increase 
in  TRQ  imports  and  a  75,000  ton  increase  in  high- 
tier  sugar  imports,  raising  total  supply  to 
1 2,08 1 ,000  tons  from  1 1 ,93 1 ,000  tons  last  month. 
Deliveries  are  unchanged  at  10,300,000  tons  and 
total  use  was  unchanged  at  10,500,000  tons.  As 
a  result,  ending  stocks  are  raised  to  1,581,000 


tons  from  1,431,000  tons  last  month,  and  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  was  raised  to  15.1  percent 
from  13.6  percent. 

USDA's  2006/07  projections  show  production 
unchanged  at  8,345,000  tons,  with  beet  and  cane 
production  unchanged  at  4,800,000  tons  and 
3,545,000  tons,  respectively.  Louisiana  was 
unchanged  at  1,350,000  tons  and  Florida  was 
unchanged  at  1,745,000  tons.  Imports  are 
increased  to  2,298,000  tons  from  1 ,8 1 8,000  tons 
based  on  the  increase  in  TRQ  imports  announced 
in  late  July.  High-tier  imports  were  reduced  by 
50,000  tons.  As  a  result  of  the  higher  beginning 
stocks  estimate  and  higher  import  levels,  total 
supply  would  rise  to  12,224,000  tons  from 
11,594,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
unchanged  at  200,000  and  deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10,415,000  tons.  Total  use  is  also 
unchanged  at  10,615,000,  causing  ending  stocks 
to  rise  to  1,609,000  tons  from  979,000  tons  last 
month.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was  increased 
to  15.2  percent  from  9.2  percent  last  month. 


CapitalQne 


Need  to  grow  your 
farming  business? 

Consider  an  agricultural  loan 
from  Capital  One. 


Capital  One  has  a  variety  of  flexible,  affordable,  and  convenient 
agricultural  loans  to  suit  your  business  needs. 

•  Equipment  loans  •  Farm  real  estate  loans 

•  Production  loans  •  Recreational  real  estate  loans 

We  are  also  experienced  in  financing  for  a  broad  range  of  facilities 


including: 

•  Cotton  gins 

•  Sugar  mills 

•  Warehouses 


Suppliers 
Equipment  companies 


To  learn  more  about  Capital  One's  agricultural  loans  and  what  we  can  do  for 
your  business,  stop  by  your  nearest  Capital  One  branch. 


f=*t   ©2006  Capital  One,  N.A.,  Member  FDIC. 
lTndIr    Normal  credit  qualifications  apply. 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
New  Varieties 


IF  you  take  a  quick  trip  through  the  cane  fields, 
it's  easy  to  notice  that  the  crop  has  improved 
tremendously  over  the  last  several  weeks. 
In  many  areas,  rainfall  has  been  adequate  for 
good  growth  and  there  even  seems  to  be  a  tone 
of  optimism  amongst  growers  concerning  the 
prospects  for  a  decent  crop.  In  most  areas  of 
the  cane  belt,  healthier  green  leaves  and  a 
canopy  that  is  well  equipped  to  convert 
sunshine  into  yield  have  replaced  the  rusty- 
brown  leaves  of  LCP  85-384.  This  has  been  a 
welcomed  sight  since  the  bulk  of  this  year's 
cane  harvest  will  be  coming  from  fields  of  this 
variety.  That's  not  to  say  that  we  are  in  for  a 
bumper  crop  by  a  long  shot,  but  the  crop 
conditions  seem  to  be  better  than  the  last  few 
years.  While  the  overall  height  of  the  crop  has 
improved,  those  of  you  who  have  not  been  so 
fortunate  to  get  adequate  rainfall  are  probably 
wondering  where  all  the  tall  cane  stands  are 
because  the  shorter  stubble  crops  tell  the  tale. 
The  table  at  the  end  of  this  article  shows  that 
the  average  stalk  weight  of  LCP  85-384  has 
steadily  decreased  over  the  last  few  years. 
These  stalk  weights  are  from  numerous  samples 
taken  from  outfield  tests  over  the  last  five  years. 
The  drastic  change  over  the  last  two  years  has 


been  blamed  on  rust  and  dry  growing  conditions; 
both  of  which  were  very  widespread  again  this 
year.  Let's  hope  that  the  downward  trend  in 
stalk  weight  is  reversed  in  2006  and  better  stalk 
weight  will  be  realized. 

If  the  number  of  lodged  fields  is  an  indication 
of  crop  weight,  then  this  year  should  hold 
promise  of  better  things  to  come.  The  recent 
thunderstorms  that  have  moved  through  have 
left  many  fields  lodged.  In  past  years,  fields  of 
lodged  LCP  85-384  have  almost  stopped  growing 
until  the  root  system  is  reestablished  and 
anchored  in.  The  high  winds  that  accompany 
these  systems  have  also  snapped  some  tops, 
leaving  dry  tops  of  cane  behind.  Rapidly 
growing  cane  is  often  prone  to  this  type  of 
damage  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Growers  are 
reminded  that  heavily  lodged  fields  may  not 
respond  as  well  to  insecticide  and  ripener 
spraying  and  these  applications  may  not  be  quite 
as  effective  until  the  tops  have  turned  up. 
Complete  ripener  recommendations  are  found 
on  page  15  of  this  issue. 

With  more  and  more  fields  lodging,  growers 
are  trying  to  use  seedcane  plots  while  they  are 
still  straight.  Planting  season  is  progressing 
quite  well  and  by  the  time  this  article  is  printed, 


some  growers  should  be  nearly  completed  with 
their  target  acres  to  plant.  As  expected,  HoCP 
96-540  appears  to  be  getting  the  nod  and  the 
majority  of  the  acres  will  likely  be  planted  with 
this  variety  this  year.  LCP  97- 1 28  and  Ho  95-988 
should  also  get  a  good  expansion  of  acres,  but 
growers  have  expressed  a  bit  of  concern  about 
the  amount  of  smut  in  both  of  these  varieties 
and  the  rust  found  in  Ho  95-988.  It  is  probably 
wise  to  slowly  expand  these  varieties  until  the 
area-wide  effects  of  these  diseases  can  be  seen. 
These  two  varieties  seem  to  be  getting  planted 
in  heavy  soils  with  hopes  of  finding  a  suitable 
replacement  for  LCP  85-384  in  these  areas.  Some 
growers  have  also  succeeded  with  Ho  91-555  in 
these  areas. 

Planting  ratios  of  5  to  1  for  mechanically 
planted  cane  and  6  or  7  to  1  with  hand  planted 
cane  have  been  reported  thus  far.  There  appears 
to  be  more  hand  planting  going  on  this  year 
with  growers  trying  to  expand  the  newer  varieties 
to  their  full  potential.  Because  these  varieties 
have  a  larger  barrel  size,  compared  to  LCP  85- 
384,  adjustments  to  both  harvesters  and  planters 
have  been  necessary.  In  particular,  the  heavy 
stalks  of  HoCP  96-540  have  choked  mechanical 


planters  if  not  loaded  correctly.  Growers  are 
reminded  that  it  is  extremely  important  not  to 
cover  540  with  too  much  soil. 

New  Varieties 

Over  300  requests  for  seedcane  of  L  99-226 
and  L  99-233  have  been  processed.  We  wish  to 
thank  all  of  the  secondary  station  cooperators 
for  their  help  and  support  of  this  important 
service  to  the  industry.  Since  both  of  these 
varieties  have  a  tendency  to  lodge,  seedcane 
distribution  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  variety  HoCP  00-950  will  be  increased  on 
secondary  stations  and  will  be  eligible  for  release 
in  2007.  Although  this  variety  is  short  early  in 
the  season,  its  outfield  yields  have  been 
significantly  better  than  LCP  85-384.  The  second 
stubble  data  to  be  collected  this  year  will  be 
important  as  well  as  the  harvestability  and  pest 
resistance  information.  The  variety  L  01-283  has 
been  selected  for  distribution  to  the  secondary 
stations  while  additional  data  is  collected  on 
this  variety.  It  too  has  yielded  significantly  better 
than  LCP  85-384  in  outfield  tests.  More 
information  will  be  reported  on  these  varieties 
in  future  issues  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 


Table  1.  Average  stalk  weight  of  LCP  85-384  in  Outfield  Tests  2001-2005. 


Crop 


2001 


2002 


2003 


2004 


2005 


Plant 

2.18 

2.18 

2.17 

1.86 

1.65 

First 

1.87 

1.73 

1.89 

1.59 

1.45 

Second 

1.85 

1.60 

1.59 

1.44 

1.38 

Third 

1.65 

1.49 

1.43 

1.33 

1.32 

Avg 


1.89 


1.75 


1.77 


1.56 


1.45 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•Fertilizer  •Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 

•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


in 


GAM  Tire  Co.,   Inc. 


337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 

1200  Monnot  Rd.,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

The  Best  is  yet  to  come  -  Hang  in  there! 

We  Can  help  yOU  Survive  Managed  by: 

by  Cutting  COSts!  Grace  and  Maggie 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  tfiefieCdto  the  factory 


H  ONI  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


n 


Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


lrtU4MW4L 
LAND  BANK 

l-O  J  /  ■Dt-O^JL/VTNJLI  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  lender 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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High  Dump  Wagons 

Wholestalk  Cutters 

Wholestalk  Loaders 

Sprayers 

Cultivators 


Case  Austoft  cane 

combines.  Sales,  parts 

and  service. 


Austoft  7700  combine  with  new 

cleaning  system,  wide  front,  center 

mount  lift  cylindersand  automatic 

height  sensing  basecutter. 


DuPont 
K-41 

herbicide 


Count  on  DuPont 

for  herbicides  that  fit  your  sugarcane  crop 
and  your  bottom  line 


Residual  control.  DuPont™  K-4™ 
herbicide  delivers  residual  control 
of  some  of  the  toughest  weed 
species,  including  seedling  john- 
songrass,  browntop  panicum, 
broadleaf  signalgrass,  momingglory 
and  a  variety  of  winter  annual 
weeds. 

Suppression.  It  provides  good  sup- 
pression of  bermudagrass  and  itch- 
grass  when  applied  in  dormancy 
prior  to  green-up. 


dust  than  DF,  no  odor  or  staining 
and  better  resuspendibility.  This 
high-tech  XP  formulation  means 
granules  are  more  uniform  in  size, 
leading  to  more  precise  measuring. 

For  more  information,  please  see 
your  local  DuPont  retailer  or  DuPont 
district  sales  manager: 

Toby  McCown 

(337)  794-2194 

j-toby.mccown@usa.dupont.com 


Flexibility.  K-4™  is  an  XP  formulated 
material  that  mixes  easier,  has  less 


k4.dup0nt.com 


Always  read  and  follow  all  label  directions  and  precautions  for  use. 
The  DuPont  Oval  Logo,  DuPont™,  The  miracles  of  science™  and  K-4™ 
are  trademarks  or  registered  trademarks  of  DuPont  or  its  affiliates. 
Copyright  ©  2006  E.I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours  and  Company. 
All  Rights  Reserved.  SPEHB002802P335AVB 


The  miracles  of  science" 
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Sugarcane  Ripener  Recommendations  for  2006* 

Benjamin  L.  Legendre,  Ph.D.,  Sugarcane  Specialist /Professor 

LSU  Ag  Center,  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA 

Email  Address:  blegendre@agctr.lsu.edu 

Website:    www.lsuagcenter.com 


In  2006,  the  following  glyphosate  formulations  are  being  sold  for  use  in  Louisiana  as  chemical 
ripeners  in  sugarcane:  Touchdown  Total®,  Roundup  WeatherMAX®,  as  well  as  the  limited 
remaining  stock  supplies  of  Polado  L®.  Touchdown  HiTech®  is  labeled  for  use  in  Hawaii  but 
not  in  Louisiana.  Touchdown®  is  not  labeled  for  use  in  either  Louisiana  or  Hawaii  at  this  time.  These 
products  all  contain  glyphosate  as  the  active  ingredient  and  act  with  the  same  mode  of  action  and, 
when  used  in  accordance  with  the  product  labels  and  according  to  the  following  recommendations 
and/or  suggestions,  should  increase  both  the  yield  of  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  sugar 
per  acre  in  the  treated  crop.  All  of  these  products  reduce  vegetative  growth  and  cane  yield  at 
harvest.  However,  the  loss  of  cane  yield  is  generally  offset  by  the  increase  in  recoverable  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane  which  should  result  in  equal  or  greater  yields  of  sugar  per  acre  for  that  harvest  when 
harvested  during  the  suggested  treatment-to-harvest  interval. 

RATES:  The  application  rate  of  ripener  used  is  dependant  upon  the  formulation  that  is  used,  as 
each  of  these  formulations  contains  different  concentrations  of  the  active  ingredient  glyphosate. 
For  Polado  L,  best  results  are  obtained  when  the  4-lb  acid  equivalent/gallon  formulation  is  applied  at 
4  to  10  oz.  per  acre  broadcast  in  5  or  more  gallons  per  acre.  Generally  speaking,  the  label 
recommendations  for  the  other  two  labeled  products  are  similar  to  the  Polado  L  label.  NOTE:  THESE 
PRODUCTS  ARE  NOT  LABELED  FOR  USE  IN  THE  PLANT-CANE  CROP.  Please  note  also  that 
the  Touchdown  Total,  and  Roundup  WeatherMAX  formulations  contain  a  surfactant  and  no  additional 
surfactant  is  recommended.  When  using  Polado  L,  the  use  of  a  non-ionic  surfactant  at  0.25%  v/v, 
while  optional,  is  generally  recommended  for  best  results. 

It  is  suggested  that  growers  consider  the  following  rates  for  Polado  L  and  the  other  glyphosate- 
based  ripeners  when  applying  to  the  commercial  varieties  recommended  for  planting  in  2006 l: 


CP 

LCP           HoCP         HoCP 

HoCP 

70-321 x 

85-384        85-845        91-555 

96-540 

Ripener 

ae2 

ounces  product  per  acre3 

Polado  L 

4 

8-10 

4-6             8-10            6-10 

^8 

Touchdown  Total 

4.17 

7.7-9.6 

3.8-5.8        7.7-9.6        5.8-9.6 

3.8-7.7 

Roundup  WeatherMax 

4.5 

7.1-8.9 

3.6-5.3        7.1-8.9        5.3-8.9 

3.6-7.1 

1  There  are  four  additional  varieties  recommended  for  commercial  planting  in  2006,  Ho  95-988,  L  97-128,  L 
99-226,  and  L  99-233.  However,  because  of  the  recency  of  their  release,  specific  recommendations  for 
these  varieties,  based  on  replicated  studies  over  years  and  locations,  have  not  been  established. 

2  Please  note  that  the  acid  equivalent  (ae-pounds  of  glyphosate  acid  per  gallon),  of  the  formulated  products 
are  different;  therefore,  the  need  for  the  different  rates  for  the  three  products. 

3  DO  NOT  round  off  rates  from  the  decimal  equivalent  rates  shown  in  the  table. 
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In  general,  use  the  higher  rates  for  last  stubble  cane  only;  use  the  lower  rates  for  stubble  cane  you 
plan  to  keep  for  another  year.  Treatment-to-harvest  intervals  have  been  reduced  as  a  result  of 
surfactant  inclusion  enhancing  the  rate  of  glyphosate  response.  Please  note  that  for  LCP  85-384, 
data  have  shown  that  the  best  response  is  obtained  at  the  6-ounce  Polado  L  equivalent  rate.  However, 
preliminary  data  have  shown  that  similar  response  has  been  shown  for  the  5-ounce  Polado  L 
equivalent  rate.  Research  has  shown  that  repeated  use  of  Polado  L  on  the  same  fields  of  LCP  85-384 
at  the  6-ounce  rate  or  higher  can  reduce  the  yield  of  cane  per  acre  in  the  older  stubble  crops  although 
the  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  may  still  be  slightly  higher  if  one  was  to  consider  the  entire  crop  cycle. 
This  is  another  reason  for  using  the  lower  rate  for  LCP  85-384. 

Application  Schedule:  With  many  factories  commencing  harvest  in  September  each  year,  sugarcane 
may  be  still  growing  actively  with  growth  rates  possibly  exceeding  one  inch  per  day  in  August  when 
a  chemical  ripener  would  be  normally  applied.  Although  maximum  response  from  the  use  of  a 
chemical  ripener  generally  occurs  at  5  to  7  weeks  after  treatment,  it  is  recommended  that  the  first 
applications  be  made  no  earlier  than  4  weeks  (28  days)  before  harvest  to  minimize  the  loss  of  cane 
tonnage.  Research  has  shown  that  these  glyphosate-containing  products  will  reduce  cane  tonnage 
by  as  much  as  5-15%  while  increasing  the  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  from  5-30%,  depending  upon  the 
date  of  application.  Research  has  also  shown  that  the  inclusion  of  surfactant  with  glyphosate 
hastens  its  absorption,  hastening  the  ripening  effect. 

The  following  application  schedule  should  be  considered  to  maximize  the  potential  response  to 
the  use  of  these  chemical  ripeners:  For  early  harvest,  September  15  -  October  15,  consider 
reducing  the  treatment-to-harvest  interval  to  21  to  28  days;  for  harvest  beginning  October  15  - 
November  15,  consider  a  treatment-to-harvest  interval  of  approximately  28  -  35  days;  and  for 
harvesting  after  November  15,  consider  a  treatment-to-harvest  interval  of  42  days  (treatment-to- 
harvest  intervals  beyond  49  days  are  not  recommended  especially  if  additional  stubble  crops  will  be 
produced  from  that  planting).  If  fields  are  to  be  destroyed  following  harvest,  the  later  treatment-to- 
harvest  interval  is  suggested  regardless  of  harvest  date.  For  sugarcane  harvested  late  in  the 
season  (December/January),  it  is  not  generally  recommended  that  a  chemical  ripener  be  applied,  as 
sugarcane  will  have  matured  naturally.  Additionally,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  it  requires  approximately 
21  days  (3  weeks)  to  obtain  even  a  minimal  response;  therefore,  a  frost  or  freeze  occurring  within 
21  days  after  application  of  the  chemical  ripener  would  usually  negate  any  response. 

Regrowth:  Research  has  shown  that  reduction  in  spring  shoot  and  harvestable  stalk  populations 
in  the  subsequent  stubble  crops  can  occur  if  the  rates  of  glyphosate  exceed  the  6-ounce  Polado  L 
equivalent  rate,  especially  for  LCP  85-384,  and/or  that  treated  fields  are  harvested  beyond  the  treatment- 
to-harvest  intervals  suggested  above  for  the  various  harvest  dates.  Ultimately  this  can  result  in  a 
compounding  effect  on  cane  yield  when  both  the  reductions  associated  with  the  previous  application 
and  the  reductions  associated  with  the  current  application  are  considered.  Research  suggests  that 
glyphosate  can  be  applied  repeatedly  to  the  same  field  at  the  6-ounce  or  lower  rate  beginning  with 
the  first-stubble  application  without  a  reduction  of  stalk  population  in  the  subsequent  second-  and 
third-stubble  crops  if  recommended  treatment  to  harvest  intervals  (beyond  42  days)  are  not  exceeded. 

The  variety  LCP  85-384  has  been  the  work  horse  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  for  the  past  seven 
years.  Unfortunately,  the  yield  potential  of  this  variety  has  declined  like  the  varieties  that  preceded 
it.  This  variety  has  had  to  endure  many  stresses,  not  the  least  of  which  are:  early  harvesting,  the 
presence  of  mulch,  common  brown  rust  as  well  as  other  diseases,  herbicide  injury  and  drought  and 
flooded  conditions.  Adding  another  stress,  such  as  that  from  the  application  of  the  herbicide 
glyphosate  as  a  ripener,  may  be  too  much  for  the  variety  to  overcome  in  its  already  weakened  state. 
New  varieties  have  been  released  to  replace  LCP  85-384,  but  until  the  plantings  are  increased,  LCP85- 
384  will  still  be  the  industry's  major  variety.  Current  survey  information  shows  that  the  approximately 
75%  of  the  State's  sugarcane  acreage  will  be  LCP  85-384  for  the  2006  crop.  To  minimize  the  negative 
impact  of  the  various  stresses  on  the  vigor  of  LCP  85-384,  especially  in  the  subsequent  stubble 
crops,  it  is  suggested  that  the  lower  rates  of  glyphosate  be  used  on  the  first-stubble  crop. 
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Points  to  consider  when  applying  a  glyphosate-containing  ripener: 

1.  Follow  product  labels  and  use  rate  recommendations  based  on  research. 

2.  Do  not  apply  to  seed  cane. 

3.  For  LCP  85-384,  do  not  exceed  the  6-ounce  Polado  L-equivalent  rate  and  the  recommended 
treatment-to-harvest  interval  for  cane  you  intend  to  keep  another  year. 

4.  Do  not  exceed  the  maximum  treatment-to-harvest  interval  stated  on  the  label  to  maximize 
sugar  yields  and  minimize  any  potential  negative  impact  on  the  subsequent  stubble  crop. 

5.  Remove  the  mulch  (residue)  as  early  in  the  fall  after  harvest  as  possible  to  minimize  the 
potential  impact  of  the  stresses  associated  with  both  the  residue  and  the  glyphosate  application 
on  the  subsequent  stubble  crop. 

6.  For  best  performance,  apply  glyphosate  to  erect  cane  (If  recently  lodged,  allow  sufficient  time 
for  the  cane  to  erect  itself). 

7.  Response  to  glyphosate  is  based  on  the  level  of  sugar  at  the  time  of  ripener  application;  therefore, 
it  is  recommended  that  a  hand  refractometer  be  used  to  test  for  Brix  as  an  indicator  of  the 
cane's  sucrose  content.  Those  fields  found  with  the  highest  Brix  should  be  treated  first  and  the 
fields  with  the  highest  Brix  at  the  recommended  treatment-to-harvest  interval  should  be 
harvested  first  (Please  refer  to  Brixing  to  Improve  Sugarcane  Quality,  Publication  No.  2888 
on-line:  http://ww--  t Wen/crops  livestock/crops/sugarcane/publications/ 
Brixing+to+Improve+Sugarcane-H  fro) 

8.  When  applying  glyphosate  products  as  ripeners,  use  a  drift  control  agent  to  avoid  affecting 
nearby  fields. 


The  use  of  chemical  ripeners  is  an  excellent 
management  tool  to  increase  recoverable  sugar 
levels  in  cane.  Remember  to  use  these  products 
wisely  (DON'T  abuse)  for  best  results. 

^Research  data  included  in  these 
recommendations  were  made  available  by  Dr. 
Benjamin  L.  Legendre,  LSU  Ag  Center,  St.  Gabriel 
Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  and  Dr.  Edward 
Richard,  Jr.,  Dr.  Caleb  Dalley,  and  Dr.  Ryan  Viator, 
USDA-ARS,  SRRC,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Houma,  LA. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Cajun  Auction  Company,  Inc. 

Thinking  of  liquidating,  retiring,  selling  extra  surplus,  call 

Cajun  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  for  a  FREE  APPRAISAL  and  we 

will  help  you  with  our  26  years  of  experience! 

4527  Hwy.  167,  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 

Res:  (337)  363-6937      Office:  (337)  826-1 404 

Cell:  (337)831-2667  Toll  Free:  (866)351-6300 

IVAN  FONTENOT,  Auctioneer (License  #65046) 

Certified  Farm  Appraiser #01249 


Farm  Works  Software 


I    iU-  FARM 

Computerized  maps  and  much  more! 

Contact  me  to  find  out  what  myseifand 

many  other  sugarcane  growers  are  using. 


(985)369-6611 
Ronald  Woods 


(985)513-0791 
rw109@charter.net 
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LARGER 


DRUM  ; 

•SIMPLIFIED 
HYDRAULICS 

PUMP  ON  THE 
TONGUE  DESIGN 


i 


MW&IMPROTO 
IHOW  WHOLE  SUM 
,..    PLANTERS 


FOR  FAST  HITCH-UPJI 
•  LIGHTER  WEIGHT||te 


SIMPLE 
RUGGED 


Wm  I  RELIABLE  fl 

Mfe  0/fer  Up-Grades  form 

Your  Existing  Planters!  m 


337.942.8180   ■   2440  POWERS  STREET    ■  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 


%% 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


it 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


^EBMh 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your  ^[pir^m 


Distributor: 


a 

s, 


AJUN 
PRAYING 

QUIPMENT 


Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 
Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 
—  -^  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

^V-J?  PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264- 106 1 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 

www.suncomarketing. 
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Classifieds  -  For  Sale 


J  &  L  Field  Loader  -  V8  Cat.  Eng.  good  working  order  -  $7,500.  Contact  Price  at  (225)  718- 
1771  or  (225)  638-6539. 

(3)  8  ft.  wide,  24  long,  Louviere  Whole  Stalk  Automatic  Planters;  2001  CH2500  Cameco 
Combine  with  12.5L,  John  Deere  engine.  Call  Nolan  at  (337)  319-0763  or  (337)  365-2516. 

3-row  Northwest  Tiller  with  opener;  Broussard  2-row  Cutter  c/a;  Broussard  Single  Row 
Loader,  2WD;  Broussard  Single  Row  Loader  4WD,  c/a;  Broussard  Single  Row  Harvester 

with  Sunstrand;  Hearne  Stalk  Planter  8x20';  Rodney  Daigle  Planter  5x20';  Lots  of  other 
equipment.  Call  Ray  at  (985)  637-0780. 

8  pairs  10  ton  Mill  Dump  Wagons,  excellent  shape,  good  tires,  built  by  Bayou  Service  Co.  - 
per  pair  $14,000.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (985)  446-1129. 

1999  Austoft  Cane  Harvester  (New  engine,  completely  rebuilt  Hyd.  Motor,  one  season  on 
Cat.  Rollers  -  Excellent  condition);  3-Field  Carts;  Heavy  Duty  8ft.  Cane  Grabs  (will  fit 
Komatsu  150  or  200  or  other  machine);  IH  4586  4x4  Tractor.  Call  David  Vanderlick  at  (318) 
452-4802  or  (318)  776-5048. 

10  Davis  type  Billet  Cane  Carts  -  $6,500  per  wagon.  Call  Fabian  LeMaire  at  (337)  519-1983 
or  (337)  276-5975. 

3  Sets  of  Davis  Monster  Buggy  manifold  Cane  Carts  -  $13,000/set;  2  Sets  of  Davis  Mill 
Carts  -  sheeted  in  dump  wagons  -  $10,000/set;  2  Saddle  Tanks  saddle;  2  Sets  Iron  Wheels  - 
$400/set;  Dual  wheels  (2  front  13.6x38)  and  (2  rear  13.6x46)  for  JD  6310  or  6300;  Laser 
Stand  Wagon;  Reynolds  LS  14ft.  HD  Scraper  (heavy  duty);  1989  Ford  Diesel  Service  Truck 
lton  w/air  compressor;  1985  JD  2750  4- WD  Tractor  w/Rhino  grass  cutter;  1991  CASE  IH 
7130  Magnum.  Call  Gary  Luke,  Baker  Plantation  at  (337)  836-9423  home  or  (337)  523-8434 
cell. 


Business  and  Economic  Development 

Alternative 


Workshop 


Creating  Partnerships  and  Strategies 

to  Advance  Renewable  Energy 


Mark  Your  Calendar  Alexandria 

September  1 4-1 5,  2006     Louisiana 


Who  should  attend? 
Representatives  of 

Commodity  Organizations 

Financial  Institutions 

investor  Groups 

Utility  Companies 

Electric  Cooperatives 

As  well  as 

Landowners 

Producers 

Farmers 

Ranchers 

Congressional  Staff 

Local,  State,  and  Federal  Officials 


This  workshop  will  explore  the 
rote  of  Louisiana's  agricultural 
commodities  and  by-products  in 
alternative  energy  production  and 
associated  business  opportunities. 
These  opportunities  can  enhance 
economic  development  and  provide 
new  market  options  for  landowners. 

At  the  workshop,  presentations  will 
be  made  by  state  and  federal 
agency  representatives, 
entrepreneurs,  and  stakeholders 
involved  in  alternative  energy  and 
its  associated  economic 
opportunities. 

Louisiana  Convention  Center 
2225  North  MacArthur  Drive 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 


For  workshop  updates,  please  visit:  http://larcd.org 

or  contact  Gayle  Mann  at  (318)  473-7773  or  gayle.mann@la.usda.gov 


Us 

2 

s 

3 

3 

s 

Uj 
ki 

a: 

0 
</> 

ft: 

Ui 

u 
ft: 

o 


Automation  Engineering 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

The  Bank  of  Commerce 

White  Castle,  LA 

BASF 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

|  Broussard  Cane  Equipment 

Parks,  LA 

I  Capital  One  Bank 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Carmeuse  Lime  &  Stone,  Inc. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

\ 

I  CoBank 
St.  Louis,  MO 

I  Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  LA 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

Cottonport,  LA 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

I  New  Orleans,  LA 

I  Dupont  Ag  Products 

Welsh,  LA 

j  Estes  Refractory 

Jeanerette,  LA 

|  First  South  ACA 

j  Thibodaux,  LA  /  New  Iberia,  LA 

I  Goodyear 

)  Thibodaux,  LA 

j  Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

j  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Guzaman's  Machine  Works 

Lutcher,  LA 

Helena  Chemical  Company 

Thibodaux,  LA  /  Crowley,  LA 

John  Deere  Thibodaux,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Kleentek 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Association 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas,LA  /  Port  Allen,  LA 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

New  Iberia,  LA 
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Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

Plaquemine,  LA 

Producer's  Ag  Finance 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Regions  Bank 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Sunshine  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  /Thibodaux,  LA 

Syngenta 

Lafayette,  LA 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

St.  Martinville,  LA 

United  Phosphorus,  Inc. 

Trenton,  NJ 

Voorhies  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

New  Iberia,  LA 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

New  Orleans,  LA 

White  Castle  Fertilizer  Co-op 

White  Castle,  LA 

Whitney  National  Bank 

New  Orleans,  LA 
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